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The object of this work is to present a tme Matory of 
the deplorable events tliat occuiTed in Kemper County, 
Miasisaippi, during the rule of the radical party, and re- 
sulting from it, and wliicli have been so persistently and 
maliciously exaggerated and misrepresented for the pur- 
poses of calumny ; and to show that, in regard to these 
events, tlie people of that county have been more " sinned 
against than sinning." 

In treating of these circumatancea, the author has necesK' 
sarily been led to a view of the whole field of of&cial cor- 
ruptiou, which spread itself from the (Japitol all round t* 
tho borders of the State, and wUicli was extended, planted 
and cultivated by means of the infamous process called 
" reconstniction," which was originated and enforced by 
the hatred of the then all dominant party that wielded tlio 
power of the Federal Government ; and from this survey 
it will bo manifest that the terriblo stato of affairs that 
existed in Kemper County, and so assiduously ascribed 
to the depravity of its citizens, was but a prominent out- 
growth of that harvest of crime sown by the hand of 
ra<iicali3m all over the State. 

Tlie aiitbor has not permitted himse\£ to Aie ac\.ai4.\K&V(^ 
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I ony jiartisnn iinpiilso or porROiial projadico. Ho had no 

t JiersoDftl acqiinintniico whatever with the individnals whosO' 

l<Obara(!t(>r» ami caixi-'raforiu llicuiaiufuatui'tiu of thisivoik; 

Ijiml 1)0 lias liail tio cuds to mubsorvo iu its productioQ save 

l.tboso of Jiistico and tnith. Iu the promotion aiid vindi* 

" oatloil of theao Lo haa availed himself of every reliable 

•ouroe and iitcans lie coidd commaDd. He has obtained 

the I'acts ounuciated iu this work from the records of the, 

BtaU) uud of Kemper County, nud from the personal state- 

uonta of witnesses, upon whose knowledge and caudor ho, 

could implicitly rely ; and wherever there were any doubts^ 

oounoetcd with an net, tbey have been assigned to the, 

beoeUt of the parties cUarjred. 

lie was conscious of the fact that he was dealing with 
the characters and deeds of those whose voice of defence 
was forever huslicd, and ho has turned a deaf ear to every 
breath of report. 

But from the grave comes the voice that brings the 
greatest terror to vice and the most eloquent admouition 
to virtue, and to reflecting minds tliis legend will have. 
Bigniflcance : 

The ancient Egyptians subjected tlie bodies of their dead 

to trial and imaginary punishment. For this purpose a 

solemn tribunal was instituted, before whicli the dead 

[ iverc brouglit, and the virtues and vices of the deceased 

■ diflcloscd and weighed, ami if the scales were found to dip 

) the side of vice, the hoily was stmteneed to some dew- 

[orating forumlity; and it is said that this custom was 
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more effective in detemng from crime than the punishment 
of the living. 

The anthor has opened the graves of the unfortunate 
victims of these events with a cautious hand and a con- 
scientious motive ; and if the disclosure of their career and 
terrible fate should rescue truth fix>m the shackles of 
slander, and send a sound of warning to the ear of oppres- 
sion, his labor in the production of this work will not have 
been in vain. 

JAMES D. LYNCH. 

West Pomr, Miss», Febrwiry^ 1819. 
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CnATTEE I. 

At tbe termination of tbe war between tlie Xorth and 
South, tlie Soutlicni peo[ilo promptly submitted to the 
(lecistoti wliiuli tbo ewonl had leudercil ivgaiust them, and 
accepted iti good faith all tlio lugitimato results of tbo 
arbitrament. They immediately and voluntarily abolished 
the institution of slavery, wliicb, if it was not tbo cliief 
cause of the war, was the ground upon wbicb wore 
gathered all tbe elements of tbe strife ; and they endeav- 
ored forthwith to fasbiua their laws aud customs iu euu- 
formity to the exigencies of their situation. 

Bnt all their eftbrts at a speedy resumption of allegiunco 
and loyal relations to the Union were thwarted by a par- 
tisan and revengeful process of reconstruction, dictated by 
n spirit of hate on the part of tbe North ; and its odious 
terras were imposed upon them by the most hnmilidtiug 
and degrading methods that vengeiince could devise. 

Their States were stripped of every vestige of sovereignty 
and remanded to the condition of territories, while tbe 
people, in many instances, were disfranchised, and an 
ant and inferior race, their tbrmer slaves, were enfranchised 
and placed over them. 

No sooner ba^l the Inst sulj>h(irous smolio curled up from 
the Held of battle^aud before the Southern soldiers, armless 
and helpless, had reached their homes, where, agreeably to 
the terias upon which they had anrrendered, they expected 
to find peace, and an niitrammelled oppotlmvW.^ o^ \to\»\'Si\- 
hig their desolated homes, of reclotb iu g t\ie\v natcA tvwixVv's 
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anil rciilcTiisliiiiic tlicir empty lanlurs — lliaii ii liowl of vcu- 
l^uaiiuu rolluil up from every hill nnU linmlet tluoiighntit tlio 
Koitli; not fropi tboso wbo liud met tlicm on tlioWnoily 
field, btit from tlio dastitnl politieiiins, liypocriticiil pioavli- 
vra, and ciiiitiiig Purituns; wliicli ucbocd ngidiist tlio wnWs 
of tbo nnlional (tapitid, nml cidled furtli liordee of greedy 
and vicious advciiturer.i, wlio Hwarmed towaril tbe Sotitli, 
and, by tbo aid aiid-protectioa of tlie Utiioa army, becamo 
fastened upon tbo land. 

It was now tUiit tbo Soutbeni people began to feci tlio 
Land of the carpet bagger in their pockets, and the heel of 
the negro npoii their necks, while the bayonet of the Fed- 
eral soldier was i)ointeil at their breasts. They saw their 
President, with manacled limbs, lying in a loathsome prison, 
whose only ciime was that he liad yielded to their wishes 
and headed their canse. They saw their property, hon- 
estly acquired by their own and tbe sweat of tbeir fathers' 
brows, and guaranteed to them by the laws and eonstitntion 
of the land, swept away from them. Tliey saw their lands 
become barren, and their wives and chibhen reduced to 
penury aud want. It seemed to tbem, indeed, us if the dark 
ages were about to hover again over the ruins of civiliza- 
tion ; and from these black clouds of wratb ciimc swarms of 
thieves and robbers, whose advent was as blighting and 
noxious as the locusts and lice that covered the land of 
Egypt. 

Mississippi, with a negro population largely in the ma- 
jority, offered a fertile fiehl to tbe carpet bagger, who came 
South for tbo purpose of seizing all tbe pnblie offices by 
means of the negro vote, which, on account of the negroes' 
ignorance and sux>er8tition, and consequent jealousy of tlicir 
newly acquired rights, was easily to bo accomplished when 
onco he became familiar with their character and instinct. 
Yet, it is doubtful whether tiie carpet bagger, with bis 
ignorance of the negro's nature and cliaracteriatica, conltl 
have over succeeded in severing all the relations between 
him and his former master, and in so completely and bit- 
ieriy antdgoniziag him to tbo wiiite peopVc o^ ttxft ao\v\.Vi, 
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Lad it uot becu for the aid and co-oi>eratioii of those oxcep- 
tioonl iitdiv'idiia,]^, who were so lost to L'Very sense (»1" lioiior, 
patriotisDi and uectioual pride aa to ally themsch'ejj witli 
such sn enemy to their country and snch a curse to tlieii' 
people as the carpet bagger. IMa true that tliere were her« 
and there some who, in all other respects, were good 
citizens, v/ho euffered their old prejudices against the 
Democratic party to lead them astray; but, granting their 
honesty of purpose, they were uovei-theless the worst foes 
to their country. Thoy piloted the carpet bagger to the 
negro heart. Being well versed in every feature and pecu-' 
Jiarity of the ncgio charact^'r, they formed the couUden- 
tial medium tlirouali which the jealousy, ignorance and 
saperstitiou of tlio oiio were Lteiided with the cuuning 
and rapacity of tlio other. 

Battbecituseslliat, for tliemoi^L part, produced that class 
called scalawags, had their origin deep down in the depths 
of litunan depravity. In some iustances it arose froui u 
Bpiritof resentment for »omo political defeat, and in some 
it sprang fiom a desire to gratify soriio old grudge against 
tliflir neighbors, or from tlie dictates of that envy so often 
found nestling iu the Iiohoiu of inferiority ; but the most 
prolific cause of all was the spirit of cupidity, the desire of 
plunder and self enrichment, for which the unsettled stato 
of society offered an ample opportunity, but which could bo 
perpetuated only by keeping up a state of public excite- 
ment by means of race issues, and by continually fanning 
the prejudices and hatred existing in the minds of the 
masses of the Northern people against tho white people of 
the South. 

Having thns severed themselves from every claim upon 
the respect of their fellow citizens, thoy found a congcnir 
oompanion iu the person of tho carpet liagger, who in tin.- 
found in them eHicient and indispensable tools for h- . 
operations. To tins combination the radical party owed iUl 
existence at the South. It was planted and fostered tlieW 
hy the cupidit.p oF tho c.ir]>ot bagger, t,\ie i\c\tW).\\\.^ ot W. 
,r9miawag; and the ignoiauce, jealouss attA 6\i.\>e,t5.\;\.VAJMart^ 
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the Dcgro, all under tim protecUou and Bupervisiou of LUt 
military power of iLe Federal government, wliiuh waa kei 
ill motion by the enforcement acts of Congress. 

Under the rule of the radieal party composed of tbesft^ 
eleiDCDts, began a system of official robliery aud con'iiptlou 
througliout the Soutli iin{>ai'alleled io tLo history of any 
civilized people, in the endurance of which the patience of 
the Southern jieoplo could only have been sustained by 
that high sense of honor which characterLzed their conduct 
throughout the groat struggle, and impelled them to a strict 
observance of faith in abiding the terms of tbeir surreuder. 
But the clouds that Lung over them like a pall grew darker 
and thicker, until the last ray of hope seemed to be forever 
bidden from tbeir view, and driven almost to tlie brink of, 
despair, tliey seized upou every opportunity of couciH-. 
atiou, for the protection of their property, whicU they 
saw continually vanishing beneath the tread of the tax; 
gatherer, whose freiiaent rounds were necessary to satisfy 
the niultitudiuous demands of the State ami conuty offi- 
cials, many of which were heretofore unknown to their 
laws. 

But the impudence of these exactions added indignity t», 
their spoliation, encouraged by the ever threatening atti- 
tude of the Federal government, aud the constant mobility 
of the Federal army, whieb was kept always in readiness 
to Hy to their aid upon the least cry of rebellion or intimi- 
dation they chose to make; the carpet bagger and the 
scalawag walked the lonls of the laud, while the filtbiest 
and most degraded negio was taught to believe himself 
superior to any Southern white man who was not a radical. 
But the importance and demands of the carpet bagger in- 
creased with bis success, and, fortunately for the Southern 
people, caused the birth of jealousy and distrust between 
liim and the scalawag. 

While the negroes, growing weary of disappointment 
and deceptive promises, and seeing themselves gradually 
thrust aside by the avarice of their white allies, began first 
'^^ ^Tvar /akoivarui in politico, and finally to mauife^t -a dis- 
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< position for the first time to listeu to the advice of tLoir 
I formor owiiars, whose iDtereat they saw was cloael.y uoii- 
I iiected with tlieirowu. 

Sucii was the state of affairs in Mississippi at the open- 
ing of the campaign of 1S75. The white people of this 
State had made erery effort to [leiietrate the alliance 
af^aiust them ; iu a spirit of conciliation lUey had voted for 
Honico Greeley, a radical, foi- President of the United States, 
and tliey had voted for Dent and James h. Alcorn, both 
radicals, for governors of their State. Bnt all their efforts 
were heretofore iu vain, and aeoing now for the first tiina 
even the resemblance of a rift iu the cloud that blackened ' 
their horizon, they gathered all tbcir strenst'i fc"" ^ sa- 
preme cfibrt to roll back the avalancbe of destruction and 
to stay the tide of rain that swept over tbom. 

At the beginuing of the year 1875 there was scarcely a 
Democrat in office iu the State of Mississippi. Caq)et I 
baggers, scalawags and negroes wore every vesture oEffl 
civil, jndicial and political authority in the State. The''! 
situation of affairs at this juuctnre cannot be better and J 
more tiiithfnily described than in the following exti-acfen 
from the minority report of Senators Bayard and McDon-' J 
aid, of the Senatorial Investigating Gommittee: 

*'Th6 reconstruction imlicy of Congress had fnlly and 

perfectly forced the institutions of the State of Mississippi 

into the most entire subjection and conformity with its 

provisions. What Mississippi was, she was ' the work of 

reconstrnction by Congress.' The will of her people, their 

tastes, their prejudices, their virtues, and their faults, had 

L been meltetl and run into a mould fashioned by the will of 

I Congress alone. If her institntions were defective, if they 

I were not conducive to the ends of good government, if they 

I were arranged with an unwise disregard of the condition 

I and wants of the people, that people are no mnro responsi- 

I tie than the population of France, for they had no voice, 

■ Sucli as she wus, the Congress of the United States had 

Knuwle her." 

L ,5Bii9w ver^ true aa to Uer outwMd totm,\iiiSi ftwi "■«»'^ 
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rottciiiit>Ks tliiifi permeatcil lier ivliole systpni will prob- 
ably ovei' reiimiii incjoneciviible, save to tLosu wbo expe- 
rieucwl its imlhitioii. But Jigdiii : "Unfoi-tiiuatety, tlieae 
uow and arbitrary imlitical coiKlitioiis, iinposed upon botlt 
races by tlio will of Congress, wero disturbeil by tbe pres- 
ence of a class of nnscnipiilona, needy and rapacions ad- 
veiitnrers, wbo came down to fill the political offices to 
wtiicb prejudice against the Snnthern wbites on the part of 
those wbo held power in the Federal government, and tbe 
absolute ignorance and ineompelenco of the negroes, pre- 
vented those whites from being appointed, .... and 
by means of low arts the negroes of tbo State of Missis- 
sippi have been banded together in an unthinking niasa, 
under the lead and blind control of a handfnl of I^ortheru 
stRvngers, with here anil there a native white man." 

They saw the ignoi-ant African and tbo refnse of the 
Sorth perched in the Keats once occnpied only by their 
purest and most talented citizens, while those same citizens 
were now in many instances disfranchised and not allowed 
to raise their voice; while their former slaves, with idiotio , 
grins and clamorous hurrahs, bustled up to the ballot boXn 
with a ticket jilaced in their hands by a foreign or nati%*S 
radical, and which they conld not read. Great God ! waijfl 
this to be their constant doom? No; that God wb'o| 
scourged the tldeves from the temple, that caused Fell^ 
to tremble on tbo judgment seat, and Pilate to wash liiiff 
blood-stained bands, would not sulfer such a disgrace f 
be long perpetuated in mockery of every aeutimeut i 
humanity. 

The great political strnggle of 1S75 bore npon its creafl 
the issue of life or death to the white people of Mississippi; I 
Their labor system, which depended upon tlie negro, whof 
alone was inured to tbo hot suns of her snmmers, had be^ I 
come entirely worthless, while theft was resorted to as ttM 
means of livelihood to sncb an extent, by tbo blacks, tha'ia 
the very grass grew uncropped and untrodden on Iter piw^'l 
tares and commons, while any attempt to convict a crimi-i^ 
i/a/ was sore to fail before a uogio jury. 
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"What people ia llici^ on enrtli wlio wonid not Iiiivo ro- I 
Hortcd to evury Ie(;itLiiiiitu moans in tlieir power to rcnioily J 
Bucli a state of atfiiirat And yet, because tliey made aM 
eueecaBfiil effort ami redeemed tlieir State from sncli bar- 3 
1)1110119 rnlc, tbo cry of fiaad and intimidation was niised J 
thi-onfjliont tbe radical party, tiic army invoked, a remnndj 
to military rule threatened, congroasional inquisitions in-^ 
aojjuratcd, (lie private correspondence of individuals seized 
and made public, the privacy of domestic relations invaded 
for tbo purjiose of liiidiiig some infringement upon tlie coii- 
stilutioiial ameiulments or infraction of tlie reconstruction 
laws, as an excuse to reiuatiito tbe old order of tbings, 
which was necessary to maintain the radical party iu 
2)ower. 

No sooner had tbo great cbaiigo iu the condition of 
things by tbe success of tbo Democratic party been inaugu- 
rated, than the cirpet bagger, his occnpation being now 
gone, fled tbo haunts of bis former vice, and disappeared M 
almost eutirely from tho Southern StatPS ns suddenly I 
ns he had made his advent; while tbe scalawag, possess- 1 
iug less mobility, in many instances, clung to a forlorn 
hope, and, in 1S77, in some counties in tbe State, made 
another effbrt to band tho negroes together iii their old 
statflof hostility to the whites; and as there was no longer 
any possibility of obtaining Federal military .aid, those wiio 
Lad the boldness to undertake the task, must neeessaiily 
resort to other means by which to eftect tlieir purpose. J 
What these means were will form a dark feature in the fol- I 
lowing pages, among whieh were iualigatious to riot, by I 
imposing upou the ignorance of the negro, the assaastna- 1 
tion in some instances of leadtiig Democrats, or some other I 
act that would bring them to the noliee of the radical ad- I 
■ministrafion; so that if they should fail to be elected by I 
ili8 negro vote to the oflico to wbieJi they aspired, they 1 
BTOold be sure to receive some appointment from tho hands M 
■f tbo ^yasbington authorities suitalde to and commen- m 
maate with tlieir services to the \mvts \u co"a.UA o'i.'Oasya 
msiiwaJ aj>2>oiiitmcutii. ^1 
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The Htatc of Rfissiasippl hiid been, since the clet^tion of ' 
]S75, as thorotighly Democratic as it bail before tliat bearn 
radical. The negroes lia<l abaiidoneil entirely tUcir liostile 
ttttitiido to tUfl wliite peojde, and ha<l reestablished tho^ 
most cordial relations with their former owners. The wliolo 
State liad begun to put on tho robes of a new prosperity, 
laws were promptly and impartially executed witliout dis- 
crimination of race, color or former condition. The feelings 
_ of iteaco and good will reigned supreme thronghont tha 
State; and tho native citizen who could have the hardi- 
hood to attempt to disturb this state of things, and again 
kindle the fires of discord and of race prejudices, and reiu- 
Btate tho reign of barbarism, must have been a man whos ' 
heart was not only callous to every sentiment of virtue, but 
wanting in every purpose that aims at the welfare of' 
humanity. 

Mississippi was the peculiar object of Northern hatred- 
She had been proscribed as a leading State in the war. The" 
promptness with which she entered the struggle, and the cnur 
stancy with which she adhered to the Southern cause, lia<l' 
from the first, drawn upon her tho most poisoned arrows of 
Tengeance; and no depths of prostration, no degree of 
dcgrailation, or measuni of penance, could in the eyos of 
the Northern masses atone for the part she acted, or satisfy 
the insatiable spirit of revenge whicli tho heart of the' 
North harbored against her. A deliberate [loliey had de- 
voted her to utter ruin, and it was this that dictated tho 
harsh proceedings inaiigurated against her citizens, upon the 
slightest charges, in theFederalcourts, under the name of 
ku-klnx trials, and it was this proscription that caused lier 
to become so completely under the control of the carpet' 
bagger. They were encouraged by the assurance of receiv- 
ing military aid whenever needed to protect them in any- 
thing they might <lo. But if there had been no scalawags, 
if the white people of the Sonth had iiresented a solid front ' 
to the tide of oppressive measures that was rolled upon ' 
t/iem, rliG cureor ot tho carpet bagger wonld Ixave been ' 
oouSaed to, and Gud&l iritL, military occapatioo. \ 
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It was tlio conscioiisneaaof tliis fact tliat rcmlered the 
scalawag the pecaliar object of couterapt, wliich was only; 
modified, sometimes, by old bonds of |iersotial fi-ieiidabip, 
aiid in some instances by their respe(;tab!e connections ami 
antecedents; but they were for the most part individuals 
who were known to have always lacked most, or all of tho 
virtues that coustitnte an honorable man or good citizen, 
which rendered them fit aulyecta to jilay the despicable 
role of spies uiion every circle of society into wliich their 
conuecttona might procure them admission. 

But if tho carpet bagger lived easily, he died hard. It 
was to him like the plunge from the Tarpeian rock, to be so 
suddenly deprived of his crown and emoluments of office; 
and it is no wouder that he should vent his spleen upon 
tho heads of those who so ruthlessly deprivetl him of 
his occnpation, and invoke his powers of falsification by 
which he first deprived the poor negro of his ballot and 
then of his money. He lets ns hear from him occasionally 
throuffh the iiifamoua slaudera and falsehoods which ho 
from time to time still concocts about the Southern people 
for the purpose of gratifying his revenge and appeasing 
his ravenous longings for an opportunity of once moro 
thrusting liis pilfering fingers into their pockets. 

Conspicuous among these is one James M. Wells^ 
formerly a deputy revenue collector iu Mississippi, 

This individual has written a book entitled tho " Ghisolni 
Massacre ; or, Homo Itule in Mississippi," meaning, of 
course, a rule in which the amiable carpet bagger docs not 
share, lu which lie has seen projier to asperse the good 
people of Kemper County with tho vilest slanders, and ■ 
through them the people of tho State of Mississippi, and I 
of the whole South. 1 

It is tho maiu object of this work to reply ta tho slanders 
iperpetrated by that individual, and to present to tho 
t world in behalf of the people of Kemper County aud Missis- 
sippi, a true statement of the transactions which he has bo 
whiningly and flippantly falsified. Weie. it ^ot lo"c "Caft 
gravity and imiKirtance of the occurrencea nvo'tv '«\\\dli.^^«> 
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Jias bnilt liis slanderous effusions, miil tlipir widespread 
report', neilher tbe people of Kemper {Jounty nor tlie writer 
would have iiiiy desire to attempt n refutation of cbiirgea 
couched in sncli shallow terni», <;lotbed in such party colored 
robes, and whose bnaeness i» ho lucidly manifest. 

The people of Kemper County bore a full share of 
coDseqnences and results of the rule and ruiu jKil 
inaugurated by the radical parly throughout the State 
Mississippi. 

This county, prior to the war, ha<l been, iu a great on 
lire, exempt from those violent political excitemeutff ami 
personal distnrliances which so often shock society in other 
localities, and especially iu many of the Northern States, 
where labor and railroad riotS) often attended by the most 
heinous crimes, are so rife, and where spiritualistic iu- 
flnences, free loveism au<l " no bell" doctrines produce their 
diabolical results. 

To say that there were no crimes committed, would bo 
to upset all the Gspi>rieii(!e of mankind and dooy tbo 
frailties of hnraan nature; but it may be positively assert- 
ed that the criminal records of this county, jtrlor to and 
(luring the war, will compare favorably with those of any 
other community, notwithstauding its comparison to the 
" dark and bloody ground " so tiippautly made by the 
cniven carpet bagger. 

■ It is a wonder that the descriptive Wells did not invoke 
the smoke of the burning witches of New England, or the 
rifle of the Kansas squatter, or the burniug of the Catholio 
convents in Bostou, to give expression to his slauderotis 
purpose. 

But ho need not even to ha\'o gone beyond the scope 
radical rule in the South to have found comparisons suflSa' 
ciently apt to give the desired vividness to his description, 
for any comparison to illustrate tho deeds of radicalism iji 
the South .will bo made more manifest by a process of 
involution — its features are best retlected within itself. 
There is no extraneous mirror that can do it Justice, N*' 
sooner /iiul it established itself iu iiU llie offitta of tU&l 
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^P^nnty nnd lodged iC^i olcineDts upon tlic mo.st clegr:id(Kl, 
ignorant niid vicious portion of its iuliabitauts, tbaii the 
Pandoni (if ciiino was o|ieiii!(l, iiud a drama began wliicli 
for ioramy and corruption would jiiii^zlti tlie liistoriau to 
liiid acompamon. " Iticas then that Uiemultiplind vUlanies 
of nature aicarmeil npon tkeni with unicontcd profuxiouf a 
description of wliicb lias been more dispassionately and 
certaiuly more tratbMly given by an autbor of fiir more 
reliability iLau could ever blend witli tbe cbaracter of a 
carpet bagger. I refer to tbe minority report of tbe-Bout- 
well investigating comnuttce, wbicli contains tbe following 
description, and yet it is only trne so far as it extends, 
and only bo far as observation r:an represent experience. 
It is like tbe breeze of summer personating tlie blasts of 
winter. 

"A condition of affairs wbicb would be incredible and 
utterly intolerant in any of tbe Kortbern States, exists in 
many of tbe black counties of Mississippi, where the prop- 
erty, intelligonco and cbaraeNT of tbe commimity is trod- 
den to the eartb, insnlted and ignored by tbe most ignorant 
and sometimes viciuiiH members of tbe commiuiity. Things 
are of <Iaily ocenri-eneo, and were proven almost daUy 
l»eforo tbe committee, which if attempted in the States of 
Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Minnesota, or indeed, any of 
the Xortbiirn Stjites, wouUl be met by a popular uprising 
and a speedy overthrow. In snch a condition of affairs, 
the forbearance and self snbonlination exhibited by tbe 
white popnlation denmnd and slioubl receive the strong 
sympathy and high reaiiect of every just and well regu- 
lated mind." 

All this was strictly true of the County of Kemper. It 
was one of the black counties, and in some respects per- 
liiips the blackest of all. The negroes constituted the 
Miiyorily of the voting i)oi)nlation, and Ihey were banded 
Holhlly togi^tber Olid arhitnirily controlled by ijs vicious a 
sot of white men as ever cursed a community. Nor were 
they CK^l■pl■t liaggcr«. Tlieir reign was Voo \\\\u\t\-a.\i\. <;■«' 
J'vr f fiat vice tmiucd clans. There wevo Xiut \.'no'S«3AV«' 
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radicals in the connty. It was Home Eule and home 
ruin; yet under the inspiring auspices of the foreign 
horde that ruled the State and extended the arms of judi- 
cial, executive and military protection, and immunity for 
any crime which they might see proper or deem necessary 
to commit, in order either to preserve their power, or to 
gratify their cupidity or revenge. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Moanted on tbo crested tide of ruin that now rolled its 
bitter waves iu lashing billows, over the heads of the peo- 
I»Ie of Kemper County, appeared, in bold relief, a figure 
which at once became the controlling spirit and tbo most 
iietive ageut in this embodiment of villanies, whose hand 
not only piloted the strokes of vengeance, but fashioned 
every means of ei il that vice could i)rompt, or an utter 
disregard for every sentiment of virtue could suggest. 

William Wallace Chisolm, whose crimes and their ter- 
rible retribution will form the chief import of the following 
pages, was, it seems, a native of Georgia, but who, for a 
long time prior to the war and the events about to bo de- 
acribed, had been a citizen of Kemper County, Mississippi, 
and a very obscure citizen. Possessed of neither education 
nor wealth, ho labored under the further misfortune of 
IJossessing a disgustingly coarse and profane nature. Tliis 
lie ijerhaps inherited from his father, who, in addition, was 
u man of notoriously dissipated habits. At the death of 
Itis father, Chisolui came into possession of his little i'arm, 
a very dilapidated piece of property in the Southern por- 
tiou of Kemper County, where he continued to reside. 

At this time there lived in the same neighborhood an old 
man by the name of McEea, who was a very iiopnlar nniTi 
and possessed groat political influence over his neighbors. 
He was an old line whig, and so had been Chisolm'a father. 
This circumstance had created a friendh'hip between them 
] which the old man now extended to the son, and, tlirough 
I his influence, yonngChisotm was chosen, inl85S, as justice 
' of the peace. This office, however, was, at that time, of 
Xmt little imjiortance. The jurisdiction of a justice ex- 
tended, in criminal matters, only to the trial and punishment 
or petit misdemeanors and to an investigation and commit- 
ment in other wiiues; in civil cases it cxlenOwiiV oviX-^ W J 
ihoae eiiita vbich iuro/red tiie amouiib oi Mtg ioWais. sw 
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loss, and in no case wiuM its jnd^raionta nnd esocutioas 
ruitcti leul ]>n>pert.v ; lienu' tiiQ uiiioluiuetits were small, uuil 
i'utv persous who liiul any UMpivations or utLur means of 
liveliliooil uoiiKl bti irnlnciiil lo liohl tbo office. 

Wliilo ill tliiri uhH(;iire ]io»itioQ and iu a secladetl corner 
of tbe c^nnty, yoiiii^ Gliisulin hud bnt little opportanity to 
develop thost! tU'iir,i\ cd instincts «"liieli afterward rendered 
him so ciinspionous in Ihe annals of iiifumy. Tliis office ho 
held nntit ISUJl, dmiirK wUiciIi tijao his wife taught school 
aud aided in the support of the I'aniil.v. But when the 
tocsin of seecssion sounded, iind the tide of revolntion 
swept over the land, Chisolia leapod Instily into tiie mad- 
dened CHiTont ; lio even oiitswain Ihe tide, helped to c]o;ir 
its chiinnets, uiid iiadike its swelling Hoods, lie made scces- 
sioa speeches, and there nva liundred^ to-day in Kemper 
County who well remember tiio fieroe expressions of his 
thirst for " Yiinkco blood." This he never denied, yet Ids 
pliant biograiiher, the carpet bagger, J. M. Wtlls, has the 
lupndncity to say : 

" In all thcue years Judge Chisolni was a pnmounced 
Union man, of whi^ proclivities, and an uncoinprotnisiu}; 
euemy of the party whieh precipitated and hnrletl liead- 
lons u|ion the country Iho terrible cousequeuccs of the 
i-ebeUiou. "Wlieji the title of seeesaioii swept over Mitwis- 
8ii)pi like n devouviu'f^aMO," [He here slightly missed the 
stereotyped piiniifo and introilwced a new elcmcut in his 
wmliinalion oF flood and Jlamc] "he, with thousands of 
others like himself, who shuddered at the tlionght, in an 
uugnarded momeiilr, through force and iatimiikitifm, cast a 
vote favoring the dwruptiou of the Union — ^an aot which it 
is known he rej^etted all the remainder of his life." 

So nuich Wells says of Chisolm. Now let ua see wliat 
Chisolm says of himself iu this respe(;t. In his testimony 
before the Subconiuuttets on Privileges anil Elections, as to 
the deniiil of tlic elective franohiKe iu the State of Missis ■ 
sippi, nt the elections of 1875 and 1870, Washington, D. C, 
Febmary 13, 1S77, on pngo 745 of tlie report, ho said : 
'^Qnestiou I»j- 3fr. Teller : Wore yoa in l\ie Goutttiltta.l« 
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"Cbisolm: I wna in tlit? servioe — in tlio militia some; 
my sympathies were witli tlie Snntli." 

Again, before tlie JlissiHsippi Juvestigaliiig Gonimitlei^, 
at Jiickson, on Juno 2 !, ISTfi, In; testified as follows : 

Qaestion by Senator Bayanl, page 773 of tlie report: 
" Did yort perform any military service I 

" A, Tea, sir; I was on Hie post Hiero and picked np flio 
conscripts in Dj Kail), antl then I was out witli tlie militia 
one time ; I was wUerevcr tliey called mp, but I was par- 
tiealar not to be called very far nif if I could ii\-oid it. Tliat 
lias notliiug to do with ttiis. My [H^ople liad all goue to 
the war. It was not tliat I didu't Iwlieve in the cause of 
the Sontli and was not interested in it. I voted for seces- 
sion, thoDgli my brothers none of tlioin voted for it I 
Lave several brothers in llie eonnty, and they weut and 
fonglit, bnti didn't." 

This discrepancy will, at the outset, show the facility of 
this man. Wells, in tliu fabrication of falsehood u[toii which 
tfl biiihl Uis rickety etiiliue of slander against the people of 
- Keuiper County : 

" I.iko ono wlio hnving, unto Triilh, 
Mado B ninner of Ills mooiorj' 
To oroait his nwu lie," 
' By means of ttii« open and av^owed (lerotioii to the 
loutiiern canso, or rather in consecjueiice of iiis vehement 
rotesttitions in this respect, at a time, loo, wlion the minds 
t the Southern people were distracted by the eontempla- 

1 of wliat would be tho consequences of the election of 
Qlnooln, nnd througli tho inflnence of John W. Gully, his 
complicity in wliose death formed the culmination of his 
ciimiual career, CInsolm was, in 1800, elected judge of tlio 
Probate Court of Kemper County. This was a very ira- 
jiortant position, as that court had exclusive juiiadietion of 
all matters pertaining to guardians and wards, the fietllo- 
meut of estates and all kindred matters: but the country 
having been soon involved in a war of national life or 
death, there was but littlo buKines)^ ttana-AtteiV \«^fo\*i Vwvi 
ooarf, ami hh opportumtics yet daUiei in tiifc bA.\ii«, **» 
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lliat (luniig tliis (imp, if Iiia conduct was uot uiioUjectioii- 
ublo, it was, nt least, aimoticcable. 

At the ox))iratioii of Lis term of oflice, iu ISCl, be wns 
iigniii, tbrougli the instrumenttility of liitj frioiiil Joliu W. 
Gully, elected to tliis samo office, which bo Leid until hn 
iviis forced to resign in 18G7 ; but immediately alter ttafl 
close of tUo war, liia depraved iiatui-e beiiig no loii£^il 
under tUo restraints of circnmstanceB, be at onco cou- 
nectod liiuiself witb tbe radical paity, and beciimo ita 
cbanipion and leader in the county. It was now that tbat 
extoudcd field of operations was oi>ened to him which i 
soou strewed with the skeletons of liis crimes and misi 
ineanors. 

The first act of this panorama of guilt was performed j( 
the spring of 18G7. He was, at tbat time, as wo liave 
judge of tbc I'robato Court of Kemper County — a 
wbich, from tbe very nature of its functions, was invOi 
bytbo law witb peculiar sanctity; and it presumed tlt(| 
o!cer(ii;jo t^ ha robed iu tlie purest vcstui-eof virtno aij 
morality. 

Tliis bench bad heretofore been occupied by tboso whoso 
erinino was worn and transmitte<l without soil, or the least 
stain of tlie breath of scandal. Cut wbat elfect these pure 
and undefiletl precedents and A'irtnous examjiles, inter- 
woven witb the dignity and sacred obligations of tbis office, 
pmdaced upon tbe official cbaracter of tbis man, may be 
deduced from tbe following disgusting details, for full ex- 
position of which tlio sworn testimony of witnesses, in- 
cluding that of Cliisolm liimaolf, is invoked and inti'oduced; 
and in tbis connection it may be stated, once for all, that 
the writer would scorn tbe idea of charging offences upon 
any one living or dead tbat are not warranted by faots of 
rfcord, or based upon inforination on wbich bo can im- 
plicitly rely j and wberc their foundation is only cireiim- 
stantinl, ho will simply spread the circumstances before 
the reader, with such observations, on his part, as tbeir 
nature and import may inspire. 

On the termination of tljo war there "Kuto some mOkwisV- 



OOUKTT TTNDICATBD. ' 25 

Mississippi, as well as in the other 8tates of tho 
Sontb, who, by oaths of imilbrm and imshakeu loyalty to 
the Union, sought to obtain compensation from the govern- 
ment for pmporty destroyed, or alleged to have been de- 
stroyed, b.v the Fedei^al army. 

At this time there lived in Kemper County an aged man, 
whose iiiinie was Perry Mooro, and who died on the 8th of 
Febrnary, 1S07. 'Xbo name of this old man, on aeeoiint of 
the character ho bore of strict integrity and his nnpre- 
tendiug deportment, vras now selected by Ghisolm as a 
saitable cat's paw with which to accomplish his nefarious 
pnriiose of defrauding the United States Government of a 
large amount of money for the destruction of cotton, cou- 
cei'DJug which, he forged an affidavit purporting to be 
that of Perry Moore, who was then dead ; and he was only 
thwarted in tlio consummation of this frand through the 
stanch integrity and alertness of Mr. Geo. L. Welsh, who 
at that time probate clerk, a highly respected gentle- 
II, and uow the popular sheriff of the county. 
It will be observed that Ghisolm had gathered well the 
mantle of probability aronnd his design. He had selected 
the name of an innocent old man who had lived in an ob- 
scure corner of the county, and who had recently died ; but 
subsidiary to this, it waa necessary to exercise the caution 
of keeping these papers from the hands and the eyes of his 
clerk, who was the legal and usual repository and cus- 
todian of all papers connected with tlus court, and who in 
this case waa required to certify to the signature of the 
judge in oiilcr to gi\'e the [iroper legal ettlsct to the iu- 
iGrument. Tliis could only be obviated by another for- 
■, which, no doubt, would have been i>erpetrated had 
the clerk, by some means, become cognizant of the 
iriouB affidavit, upon which he demanded it of Ghisolm, 
immediately gave it np to tbe clerk, and on being 
rged by him with the fact, lie promptly admitted the 
ipgwy ; thereupon Mr. Welsh also demanded his resigna- 
ion, to which ho also consented. The foWmfms '^'^^'^■^'^''^' 
iW}' ovhlence of this infamous transaction svtaV.a^o'cSfca^iS.i 
(Pi-iry Mooio was dead when lliis al\u\n\'a w»-a ai^aM 
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" The State op Missrssippi, 
Kemper County. 

" Before luc, AV. W. Cbisoliii, juilge of probate, iii and 
for said county, persoually caiiio Perry Moore, to lue well 
liuowu as a Just atid I'cliablo citizen in said county, wliu 
after being by mo duly sworn according to law, deposes 
and says that iie was with the United States forces under 
the command of Greiicral Sherman, iu the Comity of Lau- 
derdale, in eighteen hundred and sixty-four (ISGi), in said 
State of Mississippi, on or about tlio 20th day of February 
of said year, on the road leading from Marion Statiou to 
Uilhiboro, in Scott Connty, Mississippi ; and be, the afore- 
said, saw at ouo White's Gin, on said road, the said United 
States forces put fire to and burn one hundred and eighty- 
four (184) bales of lint cotton, belonging to Eobert J. 
Moseby. They, the United States forces, stated, aud told 
me it was by order of General Sherman. 



" Sworn to and snbscribed before me, this ( 
2d day of February, A. D. ISGT. 

" W. W. Chisolm, 

Probate JuHge." 

THE FRAUD ACKNOWLEDGED. 



rman. _fl 

" PERRY MOOllE..^ 

ne, this ) ^1 

3CT. i -m 

jHISOLU, '^H 

Probate JuUgc." ^| 



"I certify that the foregoing is a true cojiy of the original 
papers, aud that the name subscribed thereto purporting 
to be the genuine signature of Perry Moore is a base for- 
gery, and so admitted to me by W.W.Ohisolm. At the time 
I arrested the said papers in his hands, said Chisolm was 
at that time judge of the Probate Court of Kemper 
County, and I was clerk of said court. 

"GEO. L. WELSa. 

"JDeKalh, Miss., September 20, 1.SG1." 
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^SijffidavU of tlie Probate Clerk who Seteeted tJie Fraud, He ■ 

R Demanded Chisoliit's Resignation. I 

B " I, Geo. L. "Welsb, a citizen of Komper County, in the ■ 

^Btatc of Mississippi, state upon honor that the paper pur- I 

Bottlug to bo the affidavit of Terry Moore, as to tlie biiru- I 

Wjag of one liimdred ami ciglity-four bales of lint cotton by I 

Bcueral Shei-mau's army, iu February, 16C4, is a forgery so I 

Bll as tUo name of Ferry Moore is concerned ; that I saw I 

TH3(1 arrested this paper in the bands of \V. W. Chisolui, of ■ 

said county aud State, in April, 1S67 ; said Chisolni was I 

then judge, and 1 was clerk of the probate com-t of said ■ 

county ; that upoa arresting said paper I demanded Chis- I 

olni's resignation, and he did resign. The paper accom- I 

panying this statement is his original resignation, wholly ■ 

■written and subscribed by himself. I attended his trial be- I 

fore Centre Kidge Lodge, and know that he was expelled I 

as tliA accompanying publication states. Ilts masonic sta- I 

8 i» that of an expelled aud xmlilished mason. I 

"Juno, 1870. GEO. L. WELSn." I 

CHISOLM'3 EE3IGNATION. I 

" De KAiB, Miss., May G, 18C7. I 

J' His Excellency B. J. IIdmphries, Jackson, Miss. I 

I have the honor to this day tender to your excel- I 

Bicy my resignation as judge of the probate and county I 

a iu this (Kemper) Connty, and trust that it wilt be ■ 

septed, to take effect from this date. I have the honor to ■ 

I, very respectfully, I 

Tour obedient servant, I 

W. W. CHISOLM." I 

EXPELLED FROai THE LODGE. H 

a regular communication of Centre Itidgefjodge, No, 
f Frco ami Accepted Masons, lieV\ 5'a\'^ 4,\%'io&^\\i. 
r-Gouaty, Mississippi, AV. W. ilUiaoVm, a meft^«s. o'^ 
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said lodge, baviug been charged witlt gross, unmasonic 
conduct, waa tried and UHaiumously expelled from all the 
righta aud privileges of masoiuy by said lodge. 

" It ia ordered by the lodge that the above be ijublished 
ill tlie Mississippi Flag, 

"P. S. — Ml papers friendly to masonry please eopj'. 

"August 17, I8GS." 

Tlie following ia an extract of a letter written by W. W. 
Chisolm to the Jacksou Clarion, and dated October 16, 
187C: 

" Welsh says that PeiTy Mooro was dead before the affi- 
davit iu regard to the cotton waa made, and that was on 
the 3d of February, 18G7, and yet Jordan Moore made afB- 
davit before this same George L. Welsh that Perry Moore 
died on or about ttie 8t!idayof Febniary, 1S07. See how 
plain a tixie will pnt a lying sconndrel down 1 By the re- 
uords of Lis own conrt lie stands a convicted liar. Need I 
say more ? Now, upon this slanderous charge of Welsh, 
all the superstructure of persecution against me has been 
raised. Proving tlie foundation to be false, what becomes 
of the edifice! 

" This same George L, Welsh saya that ' he arrested Perry 
Moore's alUdavit in my hands ; that I admitted that it was 
a forgery; that lie demanded my resignation, and I did re- 
sign.' I congratulate Welsh in doing what he seldom does 
— stumbling upon one scrap of truth, for 'I did resign.' 
But that I did it upon the demand of Welsh, or any one 
else, is a falsehood too infamous to be coined by any other 
tban his brain — notoriously fruitful iu such productions. 
When I resigned my successor waa appointed by my recom- 
mendation." 

A short time after this a letter, dated October 28, 1S7C, 
and written by George L. Welsh, appeared in the same 
paper, from which the following is extracted : 

" At the time I arrested these papers in the hands of W, 

'. Ohisolm, in tbe early part of April, 18G7, 1 charged upon 
6/ja tii&i It was a forgery, aud lie promptVx aiiii. SiaiiJsX^ 
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ladmitted the tratb of tlie cliiirge. I cbargcU npon him 
I that old Perry Moore was (lead >md buried loug before the 
[ papers were tlxed up, aud lie as pmmptly and frankly ad- 
f mitted the truth of the clmrge. 1 cliiirfjed ujwn him that 
the paper, tbougli beaniig date Febvnary 2, 1867, was only 
a few days obi at the time I arre8te<l it, and that be bail 
dated it iaside the old man's life time to ' kiver account?,' u^ 
tbo sayiwfj goes, and this cbai'gc he as promptly and can- 
didly admittwl. 

" I maile this charge as to the age of the paper, from tlio 
general appearance of the paper and writiug, all looking 
fresh and new." 

It has iKieu often said that " It takes a thief to catch a 
thief," and it may be as truly said that it takes a carpet 
bagger biographer to endeavor to hide his own and the 
tracks of his criminal coadjutors ; and no doubt the reader 
will be inspired with the mingle<l feelings of amnsemeut 
and disgust at the following effort of Wells in behalf of hia 
martyr and hero. Ke says : " It is a fact well known in the 
Sonth, that for several years immediately following the 
close of tbo war, and even before that i>eriod, si>cciilatiou 
in cotton became very common. lu these operations vast 
fortuues were sometimes made, and almost everyone who, 
by dint of good luck, or what often proved better, a deter- 
inioation to win, could iu any way become n party to a 
'cotton transaction,' entered upon it mth a will equalled 
only by their cupidity." 

The fact will be recognized that the Southern people 
were even at a loss how to express those infamous opera- 
tions so eagerly entered into by the hordes of knaves and 
thieves that teemed upon them at the close of the war, by 
any other term than that of theft f bnt this cmfty carpet 
bagger manifests the same aptitude for the name as be d " 
for the substance of the act. He calls it " speculation" and i 
" winning," and attempts to defend bis martyr only on tbo J 
groauda of the universality of the crime. He should have I 
added " among his class." 

e leaviug this subject, let uh tuvvi as»-^\\ ^^ Vi\\\?*il 
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and see what disposition lie himsolT finally m.ilcea of it. 
anotlier juiblisLeil letter lie suya: " Welsh liea to decoiw 
tiio public when he snys I resigned to prevent exposm 
and at Ins demand. The co'wardly asHasmin never ox>eiiec 
bis dirty moulh to ine abont rmgniug from offiee. I was 
paid in money erery doHar to the full amoniit of warrants 
I was entitled to leceive from the county for any services 
as probate judge to the time the office ivonid expire by 
law. I will always make that liiud of a trade, especially 
ivlien tUe warrants were only worth twenty-five cents on 
the dollar. Welsh's friends paid ine the money, thtuliiiig 
at the time Welsh would get one of the crowd in offtce, so 
as to steal out of estates then in progress of being passed 
on by the court." 

Thus, by his own confession, the crime of bribery wai 
added to that of forgery. But no sooner did he discovei 
Iiis self crimination tbau the proUlic basenesa of his nature 
invoked falsehood to parry the eftect of his own written 
words. When this letter was produced by Mr. Money, 
upon Chisolm'a examination before the Congressional 1uvb8~ 
tigatiug (Jommittee, in Washiugtou, the latter resorted t 
the following prevarication and final confession, 

Q. By Mr. Money : Did you write that letter f (Handily 
him the one above.) 

Chisolra : So, sir. I did not write it. 

Q. la that your composition 1 

A. I do not know that it is. 

Q. Is this your signature to it T 

A. Well, sir. Some time during the canvass over in Le 
Flore County, I believe. 

Q. Let me have a categorical answer, I wish to knowtf^ 
you wrote this letter, aud if this is yonr eiguatnro ? 

A. I do not think I wrote it. I know I did not write it. 

Q. Is it a copy of one you wrote 1 

A. I never wrote either. I never wrote any at all. 

Q. By Mr. Teller: What did you mean to ask him— 'J 
I n-liether that ia bis signature or uotl 
rMr^Maney- TJiafc is one tiling. 
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m CLlsoliii (looking at it); TUat looks very mucli like it, 

hritli peucil. 

■K Q. I desire you to read it firat, and then say if yoa wroto 

«? 

■t A. I know I did not write it. 

■ Q. Nor bave it written ? 

K A. I know I did not write that letter or have it written. 

I Q. Did yon write anything of this kind i 

W A. No, sir; uor did I dictate it. 

I' <J, Did yon not procure it to be written 1 

1 A. I did not. 

Mr. Money : I will ask to hare some witnesses snb, 
licensed who will prove the signature. 

Cliiaolm : I acknowledge the sigoature. I state that I 
think that is my signature. 

By Mr. Teller : la there any explanation you want to 
make of this ? 

A. Yes, sir. In my speech at Greenwood, I stated about 
this way : la speaking of this fellow, Welsh, and his crowd 
that was hounding after me after I had left home. I was 
nominated about a month before I left homo, and not a 
word was breathed about mo until I had gone away ; and 
Od. Money went and got some ante bellum papers thinking 
~ fliey would keep me out of the canvass. 1 hart to corao 
ick home and get papeia to reply to that. liie charges 
^ad all been once answered to Governor Alcorn. Welsh's 
friends said to me that I ought to resign my office; that I 
■was elected by the white people and took sides with the 
negroes ; and that I ought to resign my office, and iusisted 
on my resigning my olBce. I stated to them that I did not 
jtropose to resign my office. I had been elected for a cer- 
tain period, and that I was rea<ly to perform the services; 
^■Riid, as any other man who had been hired to <lo labor, I 
^H^s entitled to my wages. They came back to me and told 
^Hne that if I would recommend Mr. Gully tor the probatu 
^Tndge's place, they would make my wages good if I would 
resign. I would not state to them \\l\at 1 \;o\i\4 4o o^ ■*>;«*. 
BUbject at all, 1 wrote to General Oii, "^^io "^^^a '*i'»*- 
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comtnandmg the (Hstrict, ami asked liiin it' he would ap- 
point Jtidge Jolin McKea, of my town, upon iny recoiu" 
mendation. He answered me Difit lie would. They returiiiid 
back to me, siiid I told them : ' You are lUitkiii}; a fjrent 
fuss about my iinposiug upon the peojile, about my beiiif; 
H Kadical, luitl about tlio Democrats electiug me. Now, it' 
you will make good tlie salary due me up to tlie time I was 
elected by the people — I have not failed to do any of tJii) _ 
duties of the oiSiie — I am perfectly williug to get out t 
your way.' I said tbat in a speeeb. They agreed to jt^ 
I tlien asked Ueucral Ord to appoint John Meliea, and li 
did. 

And thus were treachery and perfidy added to forgery^l 
bribery and perjury. 

But it is necessary to return to the forgery. 

At the March term, 1S68, of the Circuit Oourt of Kempa 
County, Jordan Moore, a son, and Aildisou \Van.l, a son-ii 
Jaw, of Perry Moore, and both of whom were pert'eetlje 
familiar with his iiaiui writing, together with Mr. Welsh, on 
an examination and thorough inspection of the paper, statef 
on their oaths to the grand Jury that tlio signature to tU^ 
affidavit, purporting to liave been signed by Perry MoorOf J 
was not his signature, and that it was a forgery. Yet titia 
jury failed to tind a bill of indictment against the forger. BafrV 
at the aubsequont term of the court, September, ISliS, upOitf 
the sworn statements of these same witnesses, before a jnryl 
characterized by the district attoniey as ha^'iug been 
more than ordinarily intelligent, a bill of indictment was 
found and I'ramed against W. W. Ohisolm for forgery. 

At this time the oflice of sheriff of Kemper County waa 
held by H. A. Hopper, a radical, and known friend of 
Chisolm, and who had been appointed to that position by 
the military governor of the State. All the county offices 
fwere in the hands of the same party, and it is evident tliat 
•the selection of the granil jury for the March term was 
made with a view of shielding Chiaolm from an indictment 
for his forgery. This fact is suflicieutly disclosed by the 
eharncter of ihat jury. And how thin jury, uqAm t,\\e.\x 
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Solemn oatbs, coald refuse to find a bill of indictment' 
against Chisolm upon tlie testimony of young Moote, Ad- 
dison Wiird and Goo, L, "WelBh, as given herewith, is in. 
Bcrntahlc to any view outside of tlie palo of peijury. Tliey 
iiad been gathered for the occasion, and well did they sus- 
tain the estimate of baseness which their very selection 
had placed upon them. 

In the appointment of grand jurors for the next term 
.■of the court, and in fact, in the election of the board of 
police, which Imd the selection of the grand jurors, this 

same influence was brought to bear, and for the same pur- 
pose, yet not with the same successj for the suspicious of 
the people were now thoroughly aroused, and the district 
attorney, a gentleman of integrity and sagacity, exerted 
(himself strenuously in the cause of Jostice. Consequently, 
4at the ensuing term of the court, a grand jury of even un- 
usnal intelligence and probily was impanelled, and which, 
upon the same evidence, found a bill of iudictmont against 
Cliisolin for forgeryi Efforts bad also been made to pre- 
vent the session of the court. The clerk, dcmbtless ior 
this purpose, resigned his ofdce at the opening. The 
records were incompleto, and the papei's scattered in con- 
fusion. Nevertheless the court appointed a tempoi'ary clerk, 
and the session was ett'ectuated, and as there was uo clerk 
except by temporary appointment, the court ordered the 
presentments of the grand jury to be placed in the custody 
.of the sherid' for safe keeping, This sherifT, as has been 
was n, A. nopiier, a crony of Chisolm, and what 
rljecaine of the iudictmont against the latter will bo seen 

lereafter. The following presents the action of the grand 
|ary in reference to the matter under discussion: 
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SWORW STATEMENT OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 

{pHE State of Mississitpi, ) 
Kemper County. j 

( Before me, F. M. Poole, clerk of tUo, riwwut laroa^, 
foaailf 3/ipeared Thomas H. "Woois, cvtvufc^v o1 «sift.^ 
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county, who Ii;mng been sworn ia duo form of law, de- 
poses and says : 

First — Tfiat at the September term, 1808, of the. cii-cnit 
Court of said connty and State, nSiant wiis district attor- 
ney for the sixth Judicial district (iu which said county was 
embraced), and was present at said term, and atten<Ied 
upon the deliberation of the grand jury, and gave to that 
body such assistance as by law he was required to do, and 
■with his (affiant's) hand drew the iudictments found and 
preferred by said grand jury at said term of said court. 

Second~Tha,t among other indictments found by said 
grand jury, prepared and framed by this affiant, presented 
in open court at said term of said conrt, was one sub- 
stantially charging W. W. Chisolm with falsely and fraud- 
ulently and tuowingly uttering and publishing a certain 
paper, purporting to have been signed by one Perry 
Moore, touching the loss of a large lot of cotton, alleged, 
in said paper, to have been the property of one Robert J. 
Moaeby, wbieli said cotton was, in said pciiier, eharged to 
have been dentroyed by the army commanded by Gen- 
eral Sherman, in the winter of 18G3-4. i J 

Third— That upon the adjouniment of the court, there bft^ I 
ing a vacancy in the office of cleric of the circuit court, tho " 
furniture, records and papers belonging to that office wei-e, 
bj order of the court, placed in the care and custody of 
the theu sheriff, Mr. H. A. Hopper; that between said 
September term, 1868, and the nest March term, 1869, 
affiant was informed by said sheriff that his office had been 
violently opened and entered, and all indictments found at 
the September term, 1868, stolen and carrietl off. Since 
affiant has had no furtlier information touching said in- 
dictment or its whereabouts. 

Fourth — That the grand jury of the State, at the Sep- 
tember term, 1808, was composed of the best men of tho 
County of Kemper, and of men of more than ordinary iutel- 
ligeuco and unimpeachable integrity. 

Fifth — That, owing to various causes, there has becu no 
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term of the circuit eoiirt held in said cooiity siuco said 
Seiitember term, 18GS 

TUOMAS n. WOODS. 
Swoni to and subscribod t»ft<jri' me, ( 
Juuo, 1870. i 

r. M. Poole, 
[SEAL.] CUrlc. 

STATEMENT BY JUDGE FOOTE. 

The iudictmcnt apariiist W. W. Chisolm, referred to above, 

was presented by the gritiid jury of Kemper County when 

I was the presiding .jnd;,at. Tlio lacts sis to the iudictment 

are sabstantially coireot. 

n. W. FOOTE. 

appidavits of two mewuebs of the gkaud jubt. 

State op Mississippi, } 
J Kemper Vount//^ ] 

■ Eefopome, William Eadle, an aotiup justice of tlie peace 

I and foL said etmiity and Stiite, personally appeared, 
Fames Haughey and W. li. Locket, wlio, having Iraen first 
mom in due ibrm of h\w, de|taso and say, and each and 
irery one of them deposes ami says : 
'^r«t— Tliat tliey were members of the grand jury for 
bo Oonnty of Kemper, in oaid State, at the ^eptembei' 

!mi, 1808, of the drciiit eonrt, in the then sixth judicial 

fastrict, Hon. U. W. Foote being the presiding judge. 
> iSeeond^That at the September teira, 1SC3, the said 
iraiid jury, after patient and thorough examination, fouuit 
nd presented in open couit an iudietuieut against W, W. 

bisolm, charging said Oliisolm, in substance, with the 
rime of having I'alsely and knowingly uttered and put in 

rculation a paper purporting to have been signed by one 
i MooFo, touching the alleged burning of a large lot 
f cotton, said to be the properly of one E, J. Moseby, by 
" e army ot General Bherman, in the winter of 18(io-4. 
9 Third— TliAt, in the finding and preacivtaUoQ nt ¥Si\v!i. 

dictmeni af^iiiusb said Oliisoliu, affiau\s aa^ ^Sit \SiS>a.- 
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seh-ea and luidertiike to say for tbeir fellow graiid juron, 
tbat tlie proceeding was bad, tinder tlie functions of their 
oatlis, as tbo deliberate conviction of tbeir beat judgment; 
and tliiit no otbur couclnsion upon view of tbo said papers 
BO charged to bavo been fiilaely uttered and i)abli8Uec 
mtb the accompauying testimony, laid before aaid { 
juiy, could liave been arrived at with clear conscience. 

JAMES HAUGHBT/ 
W. B. LOCKET. 

Sworn to aud subscribed before \ 

me, this Jnne 7, 1870. 1 

WlLLLUI EZELLE, 



[L. B.] 



Justice of Peace, in and for, etc. 
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This indictment, thus found by tlie grand jury and 
mally presented to the court, and conimitte^l by the conrtti^ 
the hands of the sheriff for safe keeping until another clerk 
of the court could be cbosen, suddenly disappeared and 
ceased to bo among the things in esse — ^by whom, wbeu and 
in what manner will perhaps never be known, except 
those who perpetrated the theft, and to Hira whose ej 
alone can iieuetrato the depths of radical infamy. 

Hopper, the radical sheriff in whose custody it was placed, 
said that his office was forcibly entered, his safe forced 
open, and the paper stolen, but the writer has this day 
carefully examined that safe. It is Herring's well known 
and reliable patent, in perfect condition, and not one mark 
or trace of a burglarious attempt can be seen on any por- 
tion of it; but it seoms that this transparent explanation 
was accepted by the court which, in Kemper County, was 
perfectly under the control of Chisolm and bis clan. 

It should be observed, that the term of the court at which 
this indictment was reported by the sheriff to have been 
stolen, was tbo liistterm priortothensnrpation of the State 
government by the military anthoriticji, which continued 
two or three years, duiiug which time the civil courts were 
suajmndedf ami on tbo resumption of their fawAVooa yae^j 
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Kere entirely imder tiie control of the radicals ; and, cunse- 
Quently, no ex plan at io a of that circumstance has been made 
or required up to this day. There never was any radicid 
distriut attorney in this district, for the reason that tiiei'e was 
no one of that faith to be found in the district capable oi 
filling the position. 

Kot even a sworn statement or the least trace of this 
transaction can be Jbnnd upon tho records of the court. So 
niucb for the sheriff's esplanation. Let us now see what 
Chisolm says about it. 

In liis examination before tho subcommittee' at Wash- 
ington, February 14, 1877, in answer to the questions of 
JAi*. Money in regard to this matter, he said : 

Question by Mr. Money: You are Mr. W.W. Chisolm, 
wlio was tho Republican candidate for Congress from the 
third Mi8si8sipx>i district 7 

A. Yes. 

Q. You are the W. W, Chisolm who was expelled from 
a masonic lodge at Centre Eidge, Eutnper County, Missis- 
sippi? 

A. Yes. 

Q. There was submitted in evidence the certificate of H, 
"W. Poote, .judge of the circuit court of that county; 

lomas H. Woods, the district attorney, and VV. B, Locket, 
foreman of the grand jury, that one W. W. Chisolm was 

idicted for perjury and forgery in tho circuit court, in 
1868. I believe you are that man, are you ? 

A. I do not know whether 1 am or not. Nobody ever 
presented any indictntent against me. 

Q. Is there any other W. W. Chisolm there ? 

A- Kone other. 

By Mr. Teller : What about this indictment ? Mr. Money 
asked yon whether you were the man or not. 

A. Of course we all know a grand jury is a secret body, 
and I know nothing about what the grand jnry did ; but I 
learned from sf^veral gentlemen that Mr. Wolsh hjul been i 
before tho gi-aml j ury to indict mc. Tlievo waa tUcw uftttw^j, j 
vpia that coiiutj cousiderahia feeling agauiafc \fi»,\«s.'d»»Sj 
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I bati taken part in trying to carry f]ie county, and diil 
carry the comity, tor tlie constitution. 

Q. For Bupiililicau lueaBiires ? 

A. For ItL'iniblicaii ineanurca. I paid no attention to it 
partioulurly. In the Tall of 18BS I learned from tbe pajiera 
submitted here (not that any gentleman told me) and from 
rumor in Da Kalb, that there was an indictment fouiiil 
agiiiunt me. Tliat waa directly after the heated canvass, in 
tliat county, between myself and the opposition party for 
the governor and State officers mnning on the Hepablican 
ticket. 

Q. Have you ever been arrested about that matter t 

A. No man lias evyr spoken to mo about arresting me 
upon that chiuga or any other charge. 

Q. Have yon ever been called befoni the court ? 

A. Never. There lias never been a charge preferred 
against me in that connty npou which I was ever arrested, 
except one here a little while ago — a minor offence — and 
the (iistrict attorney hail it nolle prosequied. 

Q. It had nothing to do with this matter? 

A. None in the world. I was in the connty when tho 
court was in session, and was in the county at the adjourn- 
ment when it adjonrued, and have been in the connty all 
tho time. 

Q, Is there anything liirtljer you wish to saj' about it ? 

A. Nothing further. 

And here wo must leave this man wrap]>ed in tbe folds of 
forgery, bribery, rolibci'j' and poijnry which he drew around 
him and invoked in the comaiiasion of criaies still nioro 
heinous. It will be remarked that, according to the affi- 
davit of the district attorney, froni various causes, there 
■was no circuit court held in Kemper Oounty, from thy 
finding of this indictment, in September, IS68, until March, 
1870, and at that time Chisolm had been appointed tho 
sheriff of the county, and controlled its oflieial affairs witli 
an arbitrary, intimidating and despotic hand; consequently, 
it is not to be expected that this charge could be again 
agitated aatil barred by limitation of \aw, 'Nto\tt\i.ei w»,\j.- 
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Jiied that positiou, and which he held until just prior to 

liis death. 

It was in coaseqneoce of this forgery that the first rap- 
ture occurred between Chisolm and John W. Gidly. Prior 
to this eventj Gully, ns has been seen, was a political and 
persoQuI friend of Ohiaolm. They were both whigs in 
politics, and UuUy had taken an active part in the official 
promotions of Chisolm. In fact, it was through his in- 
fluence that the latter had been twice elected to the office 
of probate judge; but so soon as Gully became aware, by 
means of these trauaactions, of the true character of the 
man, than he immediately withdrew his patronage from 
him, and used his utmost endeavors to have these crimes 
brought to light, ami streunouaiy advocated the vindication 
of law and justice upon the hoailsof the guilty parties. 

And it was from this moment that Chisolm placed the 
name of John W. Giilly at the head of his "black list," 
and marked him for the assassin's blow. 

It may be proper before leaving those matters to notice 
the reference made to them by the slanderous carpet bag- 
ger Wells. It will be observed that these affidavits of the 
district attorney and others, in regard to this matter, were 
all made in September, 1867, and Jmie, 1S70, and will be 
BO found on the congressional records in the reports of the 
iiivestigating committees. That of Welsh, the chancery 
clerk, was made in September, 1307, and that of the dis- 
trict attorney and jurors, June, 1870. Tlie affidavit of 
'elsh was made at the time he discovered the for- 
and that of the district attorney and jurors when 
as ascertained that the indictment had been 
stolen from the safe in the sheriff's office. Yet this 
delectable author, fully partaking of the character of his 
hero in this lespect, has invoked forgery to the aid of 
slander! lie copies these affidavits in his contemptible 
book, signs the names of the parties, and then, instead of 
their true date, September, 1807, he affixes that of Sep- 
tember, 1870, for the purpose of eoimectingtUftmmtti.t^ift, 
iioUticiil campaign of that year ; but this is "but a c.ox&v"**-*'" 
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tively Bliglit fentiiie in hia tissue of falsehood, in wliiuli he 1 
Jias sought to inva<ie the course of time, and crook UiD | 
ciuTeut of events in order to avoid that exposure and re- 
futation of hia slanders which the true order and relation 
of the circH Distances would unfold in vivid colors. 

Duting the coutinuiince of radical rule in Mississippi, as 
long as the appointiog power was lodged in the hands of 
that party, there was no surer method or means by which 
an appointment could be procured than to i>ossesa the ill 
will of, or to fall into discredit with, the white people ; auil 
every effort they would make to detect a crimiual or to 
bring hira to puuisbmont was sure to result in tiie promo- 
tion of the party against whom the charges were made. So 
apparent aud invariable was this policy, that no doubt 
oftentimes crimes weie committed by aspirants for the pur- 
pose of attracting tlie attention of those in possession of 
the appointing i>ower. It was the sibyl's bough, an unfail- 
ing " sesame" to open the door to oflice. 

So the reader will not be surprised to hear that at the 
expiration of Hoi)per's terni of office, in 1869, W. W. 
Chisolm being then under disabilities for having sened as 
probate judge during the war, John E. Chisolm, his brother, 
was appointed by the notorious Gov. Ames to the aliriev- 
alty of Kemper County, under whom W. W. Chisolm be- 
came deputy, and, as ho himself says, " ran the office." 

It was now that a still wider field was presented for the 
scope of hia villauies, the opportunities of which he began 
at once to improve. 

But there was one man still in hia way, whose patriotic 
vigilance and wide influence might again cause him some 
trouble in the lawless career which he had now chalked 
out. This was John W. tlully; and his first act was to 
wreak his grudge upon that gentleman, and, if possible, to 
check or impair his scrutiny in public affairs. Here again 
Wells is permitted to state the case. 

He says : " When John E. Chisolm, a brother of Judge 
Chisolm, became sheriff by appointment of the governor, a 
wart^ut, ^aaditlentiy obtained (whilo OuWy \ijaa s\ienff^. 
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amounting to two Imndred and forty dollars, more or less 
waa taken by Judge Ohisolm, tbeu performing tbe dntiee 
of the office of Rberid' for his brother, for taxes doe Ihe 
county. But now tbat sv man of a political faith which 
they did not indorse had the handling of the public fnnda, 
claims of every description presented agauist the county 
underwent the most rigid examination by a Democratic 
board of supervisors ; and this warrant offered by .rndgo 
Chisolm was rejected by reason of exorbitancy of the ac- 
count on which it was based, and other gross iiTegnlarities. 
"One reason assigned for this was, it had been taken 

»T)y Judge Chisolm at a discount, and that he now sought 
to turn it over in settlement for taxes at its face. 
"The judge called up the man from whom he took tho 
pai»er, Mr. John A. Manese, who swore that he had been 
snowed its fnll value, 
' " TTpon further investigation it was fonud that the original 
acconnt itself was a forgery, as it had never been approved 
by the presiding judge or district attornpj At lea t tho 
prosecuting officer, Mr. Thomas H. Woods 1 cl cd tt the 
time that tlio signing of his name to the doc m nt w a 
forgery, and so it was rejected by tho b 1 Ju I^e 
CMsolm's only recourse then was to su G Ilj f tho 
nuiount, which he did, obtaining a judgment ^ st I n 
accordingly. Gnlly appealed, and for some error in tho 
declaration, the supremo court remanded the case, where it 
]-emained unsettled until Gully's death." 

The above rigmarole has been inserted for the purpose of 
again presenting to the reader the address of Wells in the 
art of mendacity. And first, Capt. Woods informs tho 
writer that this i^ wholly false ; that he had nothing to do 
j with the warrant ; that it was all right, and that his signa- 
i tuve to the order of the court, allowing the amount, was 
genuine and correct ; that the reason why the warrant was 
first rejected was this: that the order for the issuing of the 
warrant was for an amount due jointly to Gully and Brit- 
in for jail service; and that the derV,, vv\iou Wve, 'iowA. 
W, at the argent request of the \)Cne&fc\ai\fta, SsKas&. * 
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fici)aratfl wiiiTsvut to cacli for tlio part of llie amouDt to 
wliicli ha was eiitUlml. Coiisequeutly, tlit; uiiimtcs sboweii 
110 order for scpariiCe amounts. It wntj nllowed as soon oa 
cxplaiiieil. As lo thu Dtuii octal ie board of supervisors re- 
ferred to, Jolm E. Cliisolni wi\fi appointed sherilt' ou the 
14tli day of September, ISliO, as Wells biinself says iu bis 
book, ])age 39, And ou page 219 lie presents tUe names of 
tlie supervisors for this and tLe siiceeodiug year, and tlieir 
IKtlitics, as follows : 



T. N. Bethany Republican. 

V. MoXeil Republican. 

G. E. Peiddy Independent.'' 

Wm. Ezelle Ilcpnblican. 

IIoziE Flore ; Eepublican. 
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And tlius it will bo seen tliat the board to which he hero 
alludes, and cliaractorizes as intensely Democratic, ^vas 
composed of one independent and four Bepnblicaus. Bnt 
thia facile carpet hagser, as will coustantly be seen, finds 
no difficnlty in giving any feature or any complexion to a 
fact that may bo necessary to nccompllsh or conceal jiis 
purpose of slander ; and, as it suited him best that this 
board shonld bo intensely Bemocralic when examining and 
rejecting the warrant, so it was necessary that it should ha 
strongly Eepublican when given its trne feature as above. 
Yet, perhaps Welis forgot that he was uncovering one lie 
to hide another, or he may have thought the distance of 
two hundred pages of jungled and disconnected assertions 
would confuse the mind of hia readers and hide the trntlia 
of his falBchoods, as he had so often sncceeded in hiding 
those of his deeds wliile participating in these villaiiies 
which he now invokes the ingenuity of slander to shift to 
(he shouhlers of others. 

Again, in regard to this warrant, lie says : " One reasfl 
assigned for its rejection by the board was, that it > 
taken by Judge (Jhisolm at a discount, and that he n 
sought to turn it over in settlement for taxes at its face 
^/i/s iRtH certainly aa uuusaal maulteatalloti oi xa^atiSj 
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tonesty by a radical board of snpcrvisors ; bo much bo, as 
fritliiii itself to create grave suspicious of its truth witti all 
who have auy knowledge of the geueral character of their 
proceedings. 

Mr. Joliii A. Maiiese, the geiitleniau Wells here refers to, 
a inau of staucli and well knowu integrity, iutorms the 
■writer that the statement in regard to him has not tUo 
least foundation in fact; and as to the alleged declarni- 
tion of the district attorney, Oapt. Woods, tho recotd, 
shows that he was counsel for Gully in the action insti- 
tuted by Cliisolm on this warrant, having beou en- 
gaged as such prior to his election as attorney for tho 
district} that iii this ease, a judgment was obtained in 
the circuit coni't against Gully by default, and that the 
Supreme Court of Mississippi set the judgment aside, whcu 
Gully filed his pica in jnstification of tho warrant, and that 
tlien (jliisolm agreed for it to be settled ; for ho himself had 

laased it to be rejected by tlie radical board in order to 

larass Gnlly. 

■ The whole matter was brought before the board ofsuper- 
. The statement of tho amount the clerk made at the 
time the account was allowed, and tho sfatomeut of Capt. 
Woods, were all spread betbro the board, aud tho account 

tllowed to Cliiaolm. 
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FROM THE EECOHD. 
Proceedings of the board of supervisors, March 13, 

i 



Proceedings of the board of supervisors, March 13, 
J870, B. Edwards, president ; E. Griggs, J, 0. Carpeutei-, 
Joliu R. Davis, T. H. Hampton. 

It appears that at the September term, 1807, of the cir- 
cuit court of Kemper, the ofiieej's of said court, the district 
attorney and the judge, made and allowed to John W. 
Gully, then sheriff of Kemper County, 81S8, for payment 
of guards of the jail of said county, heretolbre euii^loyed 
and paid by him; aud it further appears that said John W. 
Outly subsequently indorsed said order to J. A. Manes^ 
L that J. A. Mauese paid said oriiei to N'T . \^ . VlVv^dro^^ 
aabeziff'and tax collector of Kempci CottYA-s s '*»&■ '"^^ 
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furtlier iippcam that said Ruarda were employed by said 
John W. Gully, then sheriff of Kemper Couuty, and paid 
by him, and that said allowauce was properly made to sakl 
John W. Gully ; but that, owing to some misapprehenaioii 
on the part of the treasurer of the CJonnty of Kemper, aiiy 
allowance for said order of $188 has hitherto been denietl 
and refused to said \V. W. Chisolm, sheritf and tax collec- 
tor, in hia settlements with said treasurer. It is by the 
board of suijorvisors now ordered that, on the suiTender of 
said order for $188, by the said W. W. Chisolm, to the clerk 
of the board of supervisors, said cleric do issue to said W. 
W. Chisolm a warrant to the treasurer of the Couuty of 
Kemper for $188, to be paid in any funds that may be in 
said treasury, iu due time. 

Yet Wells says this matter remained nnsettted np to the 
time of Gully's death, and be was tilled on the 2Gth of 
April, 1877. 

Here looms np another peak in this carpet hagg^ 
Dionntain of mendacity, 

And again lie says : " That for three years following tin 
of ISflO, this man (Gully) collected a sum ot money due 
from the county to the Mobile liu Ohio Eiih-oid Company, 
amounting to $;j,000, and which np to the j ear 1870, 
least, had not been given to that corporation, whilo 
receipts for the money paid to Gnll^ cinbesecu to-daj 
(1877). 

llow abont the matter that day (1877)? Why did 
not say, and why did not the Mobile & Ohio iiailroi 
Oomjiany bring suit on Gully's bond J 

Simply because there was no occasion for it, aud 
whole thing is the product of a slanderer's brain. 

THE ACEB TAX. 

One of the most infamous acts of the radical legislatiiBl 

of Kemper Oounty was the order commanding a specia 

tax to be levied upon land; in regard to which Wells 

again permitted to make his statement. He says : " Befosj 

^■.jlia admmJstmtioa of John R Oliiaolm, luwVeE 1 



H 



CamXTT VHTDIOATBt). 



45 ^ 



t vision of a Democratic board of supervisors, a tax was I 
levied upon tlie county, which was known as the ' acre , 
lax,' and against whiuU there ajipeared, iit the tlnic of tlie ' 
Jevy, no speoial objection ; but when Judge Chisolm mulep- , 
took to collect the tax there went np a terrible ery against 
the hvw, which was cliaiacterized as a great 'radicid 
steal; " 
And the writer will add that if he docs not show it to 
to have been a. "radical steal" iuileed, ho will readily 
admit the forfeitare of all claim to the coufideuce of the 
^ , reader. 

^b It will have been observed that John E. Cbisoliu was ap- 
^Rwinted and entered upon the duties of the shrievalty on the 
^ 14th day of October, 1809. And we have seen froiu Wells' 
owTi showing (page 249), that the police board of Kemper 
County during the yearlSBS was entirely Republican — four 
radicals and one so called independent — it beiug the identi- 
cal board mentioned heretofore, and which rejected the 

!^^ Th« following order establishing this tax is copied from 
^B^e minutes of the board of police of Kemper County, 
^Bbvember term, 1S69 : 

" Ordered by the board, that a special tax be levied of 
one cent per acre on lands worth one dollar and under; 
over one and under three, two cents per acre ; and all over 
Httiree dollars thi'eo cents per acre, for repairing bridges, 
^B|iilding bridges, repairing court house and jail. 
^■^ T. N. BETHANY, 

^H Prmdent. 

^H So it will be seen that this infamous tax was ordered by 
^K board, called Democratic by Wells, of which every inem- 
^^nr save one was an avowed and active radical, and mere 
^Bnppots and pimps of W. W. Ohiaolm, who was at that 
^Hme the radical high priest of the county, deputy sheriU; 
^Kld, as he aays, "rtmniug the office and collecting the 
^Bfees." I 

^■jfcifWB mVi iere let him speafe foi 'hvcttMiii. ■B«S«««.''fia8ij 



wfmF 



4(1 IcmcPHB COimTT VnnHOATBD. 

CoiisTcasioiinl Investigating OomiiiiU«o, at Wasbiugtou, 
Febniapy 14, 1S77, page 757, Chisolm s^iys: "There was 
a tax levied iii 18fl!>, by a Dmnocratto traanl of supervisors nf 
the county, for comity piiri)oscs, levied iijwn land — njiou 
tlie acres of land — one cent given in upon land at rucL a 
price, tvo cents upon land given at another price, and 
tliree cents upon laud given in at the bigbest price." 

Q. Per acre t 

A. Yes. The tax books wore turned over to me, or ratlier 
to my brother. I was doing the collectiog and was run- 
ning the office. It was bel'itro my diisabilitie^ were removed, 
and a number of gentlemen asked me what I thought 
about the levy, I told tbem that it was not my business 
to decide any legal question ; it was simply a matter fof 
them to eujoin the Btieritf about, or else to pay the ti 
that the board of supervisors left uo discretion with me. 
had to collect the tax, or else I had to bo enjoined, 
majority of tJie land holders of the couuty enjoined 
sheriff from Mllediiig the tas. Some paid the orife, twfti 
three cent tax rather thau enjoin. That tax was paid o' 
to the county treasurer, and I got bis receipt for it. 
uoTer heard any man make any complaint about it, exce] 
Squire Jlills, who was a kind of crazy man down there, 
paid the fax, and then commenced a lawsuit against me 
for not paying it back to him. It was my duty, under the 
law, to pay it to the county treasurer, aud I did pay it to 
the county treasui-or. Mr. Mills commenced suit agaii 
the treasurer, iind the circuit and supreme courts b< 
decided that I had done right in the premises." 

The reader will readily observe that, uotwithstanditi 
this false and flimsy explanation of this matter, it was 
I)rcmeditated and well conceived swindle. 

In regard to this matter the following cir' uuistanco liiiB 
been related to the writer by Mr. J. \V. Blaury, of Wa- 
halak, who was atterward the Democratic candidate for 
Bherill' in opposition to Chisolm. Mr. Maury says : 

"My special tax, levied under that onler of the county 
f,l>oard of supenlsors, was $150, and wbeu. 1 \vA\OLm-s otties 
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s I told the slieri£f, W. W. Cliisolm, that I was nnwiil- 
;o pay that part known as the 'acre tax,' until the ia- 
jiiiictiOD which had becu miiid out liy Homo of the eitizena 
had Iweii decided, lie tokl nio 1 had better pay it, that 
the injunctiou amouuted to nothing, and that daumges and 
costs would be the result, lie, however, promiseil me that 
if the jnjauction was uot dissolved, that he would refuud 
my money. After it was decided that tbo tax was illegal, 
I called on him for it. He told nic be had paid it over to 
the county treasurer. I then iipplied to Capt. B. F. Bush, 
Chisolm's deputy, who kept the books of the treasui'er, 
Powel Chancy, and he said Cliisolm had uot paitl a dollar 
to the treasurer, liush proclaimed tiiis publicly. At that 
time be was somewhat at variance with Chisolm, but they 
were soon united again by the coliesive power of public 
plunder, and Bush again became silent in the matter." 

This tax was levied by a radical board of supervisors or 
police, as it was then called. Chisolm proceeded at once to 
collect it, iiotwithstaiHiiiig tlie atreiiuoua and uteaily oppo- 
^tiou of the people to the measure Irom its very iucipiency. 
Some of the i>eoplo en.ioined him. This simply afforded 
liim tJie desireil excuse for not collecting a large part that 
he did collect. He turned over a portion of it, however, to 
the treasurer, a radical and pioip of Cbisolm's, and avery 
ignorant man, and took his receipt. He afterward, in 
coQSnmmatiou of his prearranged swindle, returned to the 
treasurer and demanded the money back, upon the grouud 
that he bad wrongfully turned it over to him. The obse- 
quious treasurer gave liim back the money, without de- 
^^banding in return the receipt he had given for it, and that 
^Hhw the last that was ever seen of the ^' acre tax " money •: 
^^Ka tax that ft^ll hard upon the poor planters of Kemper 
^^MQiity, in order to meet which, in addition to other bur- 
^^Hiis, tbey were compelled in many instances to deprive 
^^Riemselves and their wives and children of the actual ne- 
^^essaries of life, and in many instances their lands became 
forfeited to the Slate or fell into the bauda oC tas. lirateve,, 
mPftJj' rad/culs and scalawags, t'uc oq\s ■v>e!;s>o\i^ -sOiio^safit, 
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the moiicy or tlio heart to purcliaso tliem. AuQ the reader 
will (liacoTer in tboso transactions aud Uicir results, some 
of tbe causes of that ixjpular cxasperatiou which cuhiiio- 
ated iu an nprising, limited it is true, hut no less indicative 
iu its nature, and tenible iu its conclusiou. 

Yet the people of Kemper County, in common with the 
^vhole State, for a long timepatiently bore these bnnleus, and 
strove, aa it were, against the clinched list of fato. Tbey saw 
their property passing from them, in many ioutauces their 
■wives and little ones turned out doors — all the consequence 
of ofBcial cupidity and theft ; and what was worse, this state 
of affairs seemed to lie [terpetaul, with a negro radical major- 
ity banded together iu a solid phalanx against the property 
interest, and individually subservient in every respect and 
capacity to their thieving and lawless leaders, for whose 
acts there appeared no remedy. If relief was sought in 
the courts, there were the corrupt radical judges atid negro 
juries to repel the cflbrt. It' they appealed to the legisla- 
ture of the State by respectful and humble petition, it waa 
spurned by this same element, and the color line drawn in 
the hails of legislation, where stood on one side a motley 
horde of negroes and New England rowdies, and on the 
other a handful of white men representing the property 
interest and intelligence of the State. 

But let ns return to the chain of events in Kem; 
County. Iu November, 18C!>, James L. Alcorn, radii 
waa elected by the negroes and New Englanders, governor 
of Mississippi ; and soon after his accession to that olflce, 
he appointed W. W. Cliisolin sheriff of Kemper County — 
a man, as we have seen, whose character was already 
gangrened with infamy, and whose tongue and hands were 
festered with perjury, bribery and theft, and to which 
were now soou to be added the bloody stains of mutdi 
and assassination. 
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CHAPTER III. 



ifo aoonei' ha<l Cliisolm got ■well in liaud tbo reins of 
Ibe ahrievalty, antl tLrougL it the coutrol of tUe political 
iiiacliiiiery of tho county, tliau lio commenced tlio forina- 
lioii of liifi " black list," and for tlie osecutiou of wLieli liO 
b»igaii at oiuie to gatiier around iiim sucli individuals aa, 
from their character and dispoaitiou, Beemcd best suited 
to ]iis iniri>otie8. "With this view he made Ben Eush hia 
deputy, 

Tbia man had made a gallant soldier in the Confederate 
army, and, consequently, had heretotbre stood fair in the 
oonimunity, though always known as a man easily urged 
to desperation, and ready for any enterprise attended by 
the chances of emoiumeut or excitement, and was, there- 
fore, a proper ]iersou for Cliisolm to present hia bait to. 
Impylled, also, by the further reason that fiusU ■was a per- 
sonal enemy to John "W. Gully, he imraeiliately appointed 
him a") his deputy. 

Gully and llnsh had formerly been associated in busi- 
uuss, and had iaileu out about some business transaction. 
But it was suihtient ioi Chisolm's purposes that a feud 
existed, and, as might be expected from the developments 
already made of his chaiaetei', it was not long before ha 
contiived a diihculty bttweou them, in hopes, no doubt, 
that Itush would kdl Gully, aud rid him of that surveil- 
lance and lesti aiut whjch, through his iuiluence, the latter 
wrcised over bis oftiuial acts. 
'he ilrst, however, of these persistent attempts to get 
of Gidly occurred in ISGO, Ouo John McEca, a very 
pated man, had been appointed by the miUtary author- 
^s of the Federal government to succeed Cliisolm in the 
,cc of probate judge, aud afterward to tliat of circuit 
Ajie, without any qualification for either office, save that 
being a radical and having the support of Uhiaolnx, wU« 
~ aj^oady inangnrat&l his careerby{iipoT\:OTSVQ\)aftTaS^^ 
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tary antborities tlie prominent Democrats of the county 
nnd ttU wlio ware obuosious to his puri>oscs or objective to 
Lis fears. 

As Wells lias atlempled to ar:ity this octjiineiice, iilsD,iu 
artificial colors, I shall k-t him describe it,iu laiiguiigoimr- 
liorting to be that ol' a sister of McEea, whom he rcpreseuts 
as now Hviag iii Kemper Comity, ami from whoui ho quotes 
us I'oIIows: 

" It lias often beeu di^iiied that politics had auything to 
do with the frequent killing of Geptiblicaus iu Kumper 
County, but I am certain it had in the case of Judge John 
McEca. It is true there was a family feud between the 
Jlclleas and Gullya that datetl ba«k to the fall of 184S; 
and as the Gnllya bragged they never forgave, so ilid the 
JIcKeas. They had been on speaking terms for years 
before the death of Judge Mcltea, but notliing more ; the 
Late was still there, and was only fanned into a fierco flame 
in the bosom of the Gullys by the sous of the Mclteas ris- 
ing in life and disiilayiiig taleut which the Giillys never 
possessed. 

" Judge McKea was a lawyer of ability. When the war 
broke out he went as a private soldier, and rose to the 
rank of adjutant of his regiment. He remained in the 
army until the summer of 18C4, when he came home, and 
said liis conscieuco would not permit of his continuing in a 
cause which he abhorred. 

" lie was the first wliite person in Kemper to declare 
himself a Republican, which was in the year 1807. John 
W. Gully was then sheriff, aud from that time commenced 
to insult and iiersecnto the judge. 

"McKea was appointed probate judge by Gen. Ord, and 
afterward circuit judge by Gen. Ames, McKea aud Chis- 
olm began to recommend men to offico whom they knew 
bad beeu loyal. This gave an additional ott'ence to the 
Gullya, as thoy knew tliey would have to go out, for they 
bad formerly controlled all tlio offices of the county. 

"John Gully had had a habit of blnstcring and scaring 
pcojilo out oi' his way. lie tried it sevovaV Vwnty, ■>N\\,\i. 
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Jiitlgc McBea, but found it would uot work, and concluded I 
to use buckshot. ■ 

"lu February, 18B9, as Judge McEea was leaving tbe ■ 
court liouse iu compaiiy with tho district attorney and hia M 
{MeUea's) fatlier, au old, gray headed man, OuUy came ■ 
walking down the street, singing a vulgar song, evidently I 
forthepurpose of insulting Judge Mcllea. McEea stopped, I 
and told his father and the district attorney to stay tbere I 
until he conld ' see that man,' meaning Gnlly. Gully bad I 
his pistol ill his hand, and Judge McEea had his iii Ids M 
sheath. As McEea advanced Gully backed, neither speak- ■ 
ing a word until he reacbeil his own store door, when I 
be reached out a double barrelled gun, dropping his pistol. I 
McEea's father had followed, and was just behind tho ■ 
judge. When Gully raised his gun McEea said, ' Tou ore I 
not coming it right, sir,' when Gidly fired. McEea kept I 
advancing, and Gnlly fired the otber barrel. Then McEea I 
Bftid, 'Now I'll get you!' and rushed forward. I 

"Both barrels of Gully's gun took effect in McEea's face I 
and breast. AVben Gully fired tho last barrel he ran into | 
hia store and shut the door after him, and iu tlirougli the I 
store into the back room and shut that door. By tlio time J 
McEea got to the door he was so blinded with blood tbat I 
lie could see nothing. He pushed the door open and ilred I 
every round of his pistol in the store, playing .sa^l liavoc ■ 
with dry goods, bub failing to hit Gully. But Gully's guu I 
happened to be loaded with squirrel shot." ■ 

Now, if this statemeut of Wells bo true, taken with I 
iibU its attempted garnishments and it^ contradictions, the fl 
Bfrriter, rs a lawyer, will undertake to say, tbat there could ■ 
Bot be a plainer case of an assault with intent to kill found I 
Ki all the voluniea of t4ic law, than was this affair on the I 
Bart of McEea. I 

E Ho sees a man, with whom he is not friendly, walking M 
RlDocently down tho street, singing a cheerful song indi- M 
Btive of good will toward all the world. lie tells hi& I 
^pmpanioas to an/f until lie can "see that ma^n.^' ILa 6sb.-«%, J 
■^W^and adraneea llBOft. big- Jn^QRi^ '^^.?.^■^5^i^^■ 



unarmed, ami at tbe mercy of Lis foe, or, as Wells Las it, 
anned and drawn, walks backward to Lis store, seeks 
refuge ill Lis castle, vigorously i)iii'8iied l>y Lis armed as- 
sailaut, finds a sLot giin tLerc loaded witL small »liot, 
turus on LU pursuer wLile iu the door of Lis Louse, and 
lirea once, twice. Yet bis liloodtLirsty foe slitl Jidviinces. 
SlilL Le retreats into an inner room, when liia determinwl 
pursuer and deadly assailant bombards bis Iiouso to drive 
bim from tbe sanctity of Lis sacred retreat. The sbot were 
small ; were in tmtb what are called bird shot, and in tbi-ee 
days McRea is again on the street. The reader is now, 
perbaiis, prepared for bis arrest and trial for an assault 
with intent to kill ; but be will be disappointed. Tbe whole 
macliinery of the county was now in tbe bauds of tbe 
radicals, and if Mcltea bad killed Jobn W. Gully, the law 
could not have reached Lim through tlio dense mass of cor- 
ruptiou that lay between him audits vindicatory arm. " Tbe 
case," says Wells, " was never pi-esented to the grand jury 
until alter McRca's deatb, and then no indieinieiit was 
found." 

Tbe following statement of Capt. Woods, who witnessed 
the attair, may be relied upon: 

"Early one morning I was sitting with John W. Gully 
on the doorsteps of his store, Mcltea came uxi muttering 
to himself, with bis eyes fixed on GuUy. I then observed 
that McEea was intosieat«d. I got up and took hold of 
McKea and endeavored to carry him away, and succeeded 
iu gutting him to walk with ino a short distance. On look- 
ing back I saw Guliy with a gun wliicb he bad procured 
from some place beyond bis store, and was TOtumiug with 
it in the direction of bis store. I motioned him back with 
iny hand. At this time McEea al^o saw Gully, and, with 
bis pistol in his hand, which he had drawn when he first 
came up to where Gully and I were sitting, attempted to 
advance upon Gully. I tried to restrain bim from going, 
but he would not permit me to do so, I then said : ' Well, 
go then.' I walked aside, as I knew, or rather expected, 
.irAst nas about to transpire, and 1 dk\T\otmBUtQ waSV 
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R tlieii saw JIcBea'H fiittier for tlie first time apjiroacli and 

enileavor (o persuade bis son off. Immediately after tbls I 

heard ttie tiring, siinl I saw M{!Kea, with bloody face, ad- 

; toward OuHy's store, aiul tiring his pistol into the 

l^tore." 

^~^ McRoa was bnt slightly wonnded on this occasion. Hb I 

ted QOtmany months after with consumption, — a disease of 
" "(I'hich, as the writer is informed, nearly every member of 
bis family has died. Yet, "Wells says, tlje bird shot pepi>or- 
ing brouglit it on. 

So much fot^ this attempt to assassinate Gully, and its 
failnre, and fho InUicrous effort of Wells to render it sub- 
servient to his purpose, like " a slave, whose gall coins 
^.filauder like a mint." 

Br Let OS now return to the operations of Chisolm. and hia 
^Bban Kusli. Wo have already seen the very ji.pparetit pur- 
Hpese for which lie was inducted into the offleo of deputy 
sheriff noder Chisolm, and the personal feud existing be- 
tween him and Gutly, withont niiy iimbor prosecution on ' 
the part of the latter, save such as the carrier tongue of 
mischief commnnicated to and fro between them, in pur- 
suance of the purpose to bo wrougiit. Some time during 
the tnoutli of Augxist, 1S7(), Hush sent Gully word that he 
would attack him on sigbt. Gully knew very well what 
this meant, and ho was not a man to bide himself under 
such circumstances. Yet, it will he observed, that in all 
the dilticultioa which his Democratic prominence hiuun-ed, 
and which radical vengeance devised, in not a single iu- 
Btance has he been shown to bo the aggressor. 
■L His phM;o of business was in De Kalb, but bis residence 
^HflS about two miles distant, to which be repaired everj' 
^^Keidng; and, on the evening he received the foregoing mea- 
^Bh^, ho started home at bis usual hour in company with 
^^n brother Sam Gidly and a Dr. Snuth, but took tlie pre- 
^^Kition to take his gnn along. The other two were un- 
^^nbod; and as the three i-odo along the street leading iu 
^B^ direction of Gully's residence, and ja&t aa tVw:^ -sittft 
^^mk^ffflo last storebonae of tlia \iVla.gQ,^u:^, '^\lq "^^s)^ 
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been waiting for Gully, suddenly approached them with 
bia pm raifiod in bin hand, and cocked, callin;; upon Gully 
to stop, that he wished to settle with bim then and there; 
and while he waa in the act of discharging its couteuts at 
John Gully, Sam Gully ruslietl between them and seized 
Bush's guit by tho muzzle, which exploded at the same 
time, shootiug Sam GuUy iu the thigh. John &ul]y, who, 
in Uie moautimu, bad rodu beyond the cot'ner a few steia 
off, now turned as soon as he Baw his brother shot, and 
fired two shots at Gnsh, one of which took effect, and Uusli 
fell to the ground. Gully then immediately turned bia at- 
tention to his wounded brother, who was mortally wonadi 
the arteries of bis leg having been torn away, 
gered but a few hours and died. 

This was the second open attempt to assassinate the 
devoted Gully. A man deliberately sends him a message 
to prepare for death, waylays bim, rushes upou him with 
coeted gun from a covert alley, while he ia quietly seeking 
the bosom of his family, and iu an avowed assault witb iu- 
tout to kill, slays an unarmed and iunocout man who ifi 
attempting t« parry the deadly muzzle aimed at the In 
of his brother ! 

I ask the lawyer reader if this was not murder, by evi 
principle, precept and precedent of law 1 Yet Uusb Wj 
brought to trial and acquitted by a court, sheriff, clerk 
jury, all prepared and packed for the occasion. 

The crime of murder is defined as follows under thi 
laws of Mississippi. Eeviaed code, sec. 2,028. Code of 
1857, art. 165, page 000 : " The killing of a human being 
without the authority of law, by any means, or in any- 
manner, shall be murder iu the following cases: Whi 
done with the deliberate design to effect the death of tl 
person killed, or any human being. 

" When done in the commission of an act eminently dan- 
gerous to olhers, and evincing a depraved heart, regardless 
of human life, although without any premeditated design 
to effect the death of auy particular individual. ■ 

" When done without auy design to effect death, by auja 
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person engaged ta the commissioLi of tlio crimo of rape, 
biirgliirj", arson, or robbery, or in aii attempt to -comiuit 
sucU feiotiies." 

Tlie crime of manslangliter is described as follows: 
Revised code of Mississippi, 1857 and 1S71, art. 170, pago 
601 1 " The killing of a baraan being, without malice, by tlic 
act, prociiremeut, or culpable negligence of another, wbilo 
snch otiier is engsiged in the perpetration of any felony, 
except rape, burglary, areou, or robbery, or while sncli 
otber is attempting to commit any felony besides such as 
are above enumerated and excepted, shall be deemed nian- 
elaugbter ; or the killing of a human being, without malice, 
by the act, procurement or culpable negligence of another 
while such other is engaged in tbo perpetration of any 
crime or misdemeanor not amounting to felony, or in the 
attempt to perpetrate any crime or misdemeanor, in cases 
wliere such killing would be murder at common law, shall 
be deemed manslaughter." 

The reader will readily porceivo under wbicli description 
tJie offence just described falls. 

Tlie act wivs done with a deliberate and avowed design 
of effecting the deatli of a human being, although other 
tlian the victim. And there was no attempt to deny these 
circnmstances on the trial ; and notwithstanding the diffi- 
culty at that time of obtaining an indictment of any char- 
acter against a radical, the district attorney succeeded in 
procnring the following bill for manslaughter to be found 
against Rush : 

CmclJIT CODET. 

e grand jurors of the State of Mississippi, elected, em- 
panelled, sworn and ctiarged to "inquire in and for tbo 
lioily of the County of Kemper," upon their oatli present 
tliatE.F.Kush, lately, to wit: On the third day of Septem- 
■, 1870, in the County of Kemper aforesaid, in and u^qh. 
S. S. Gallyj uuiawfully and £eloin.Qua\^ au. ^a%^"s^.J 
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did make, and liiin, the said S. K. Gnlly, then and tbere, 
did iinlawfiilly and feloniously kill and Blay. 

The cause, after numerous continuances, at the instance of 
the defendant, came on for trial at the March terra of tlio 
court, IST.'J. As ^ve have seen, the whole judicial machinery 
at this time was in the hands of the radical party; conse- 
(|U(Mitly, the whole trial was looked upon as a mere mockery 
of law, and no disa])pointment or surprise was occasioned 
by the result. And it is merely for the puiposo of showing 
the bent of the proceed in <]fs, the impossibility at this time 
of bringinpi^ any radi(jal to punishment in the County of 
Kemper, that these records are introduced. 

The following charges Avere asked for on the ]>art of the 
State and refused by the court : " If the jury shall believe 
from the evidence that Eush, the defendant, entertained no 
malice toward S. K. Gull}^, and even had no quarrel or 
contest with him at the time Gully is alleged to have been 
killed, and that he accidentally killed Gully in doing or 
attempting to do any felony or misdemeanor, yet he is 
guilty as charged, and the jury ought so to find.'' Whar. 
Criminal Law, vol. 2, page 934. 

"If the jury shall believe from the evidence that Eush, 
the defendant, entered into the conflict in which Gully lost 
his life, armed with a deadly weai)on, not intending to use 
it, but only resorted to it in the heat of conflict, wiiereby 
Gully's death ensued, then he is guilty of manslaughter, 
and the jury ought so to find." Green v. State, Morris^ 
State cases, 785. The following charges were given by 
the court for the defendant : 

" That, before the jury in this case can find a verdict of 
guilty against the defendant, B. F. Eush, they must be 
satisfied from the evidence before them, beyond any reason- 
able doubt, that the defendant, B. F. Eush, did intention- 
ally, unlawfully and feloniously kill and slay S. K. Gully, 
as charged in the indictment. 

" That, though the jury may believe from the evidence 
before them, that the defendant, B.F. Eush, shot S. K. Gully, 
yet they cannot find him guilty, unless they iwttViet Vj^Iv^t:^^ 
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x>in tlie evidence, beyond any reasonable doubt, that said 
, F. Rash voluntarily killed B. K. tlully iutentiouaily, 
mlawrtilly and lelouionsly." - 

Tile nest cliarge is tlie same, with this addition : " That ] 
B to say, witliiiat any sufficient cause or reason, or provo- | 
oitioii Ibr such act," 
" Tliat^ if the jury believe fl'om the evidence, that while I 
''thedelfeiidaiit, B. F. EusL, was crossing the street and going 
toward his house, he was spoken to, aud hailed or baited 
by said 8. K. Gully, or by either of tlie parties with said S. 
:. Gully, namely, John W. Gully or S. K. Smith, and that 
■topping or turning about, in obedience to such summons, 
:, the said B. 1?. Eusb, was approached by S, K, Gully in 
I manner not friendly or amicable ; and a colloquy between 
n ensued, duriug which a pistol was shown, or exhibited, 
r lired at B. F. Eush, the said defendant, by the said de- 
ceased or by either of the other parties ; then aud in that 
it, said B. F. Bush had a right to defend himself, and if 
defending himself be killetl 8. K. Gnlly, thea suck 
ling was justifiable or excusable. 
■ « That, if the jury believe from the evidence that 8. K. 
oily rode up to ssiid Eush and seized the barrel of his 
r took hold of his guu, or tried to take it away from 
, and that the defendent tried to retain and keep the 
I, and that, therefore, a straggle ensued for the posses- 
II of the gun between 8. K. Gully and B. F. Kush, and 
|bAt in this struggle the gun weut off and shot and killed 
fi K. Gully, then the defendant is not guilty." 
• "That, if the jury believe from the evidence that there 
tere hostile relations between the defendant, B. F. Ensh, 
nd John W. Gully, a brother of 8. K. Gnlly, the deceased, 
n the defendant bad a right to prepare to defend, and to I 
rod himself, from any attack, or apprehended attack on 
, by said John W, Gully, and to arm himself accord- 
y; and if the said John W. Guily, aud 8. K. Gnlly and ' 
L. Smith approached the defendant, Eush, and if fh« 
i 8. K. Gully weutup to said defendant, B,vi^l\,'sV\\W\.V». 
dtfohn W, (rally took his positioo. on V\ift o\iV'^'*-^'* 's^*** 
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of tliu street, witL Wm guu In biu Lauds aud witbia sliootiug 
distance of siiid Uu^li, Ilit^ said defuuduut liiul a riglit to 
]>repiu-e to def'eud liimsuU' aud to st^iud oii Lis rigLts of self 
defence, aud to rei»el force by fome, evea to the extent of 
diunbliug or killing Lis adrersuries." 

These were tLe charges given by the court to the jury 
as law iu this case, and the verdict of the Jury was as 
I'oUowB : 



The State op Misbissu'Pi 



Benjamin F. Rush. 



Ohargedwith SfanslaugUter 
in the Killing of Samuel 
K. Oully. 
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This day came the State of Mississippi, by Thomas 
Woods, Esq., who prosecutes for and in behalf of the State 
of MisBissipiii ; and came also the defendant, Benjamin F. 
ItusL, wLo pleaded not guilty to the charge made and pre- 
ferred against him iu and by said iudictuieut. And there- 
upon came a jury of good and lawful men, to wit, J. C. 
Carpenter aud eleven others, who, upon their oaths do say : 
" We, the jury, liud the defeudaut not gudty. And it is 
therefore considered by the court, that said defeudant, 
Beujainin F. Bush, be discharged, and go heuce without 
day, aud that he do Lave and receive of aud from 8ai<l 
State of Missiasiiipi his cost in this cause expended, aud 
that his sureties or his recognizance be and they are hereby 
discharged and exonerated therefrom." Miirked, " Order 
cutercd on the minutes of the court." 

It will be observed that Rush and his couusel never once 
denied his killing of Sam Gnlly daring the trial. Rush 
confessed, both in and out of court, that he killed him, but 
declared that he was not after Sam, but after John. 

But this reckless and ciiminal killing au innocent man, 
who was endeavoring to pre^'ent bloodshed, was i^ather too 
BJticb for our carpet bagger Wells. He sa^a, m hiti book, 



J 




■EB COUNTY VINUICiTED. 

9,g0 42 : " The evidence elicited before the grand jury was 
a the effect that a shot from liiiali's gun, at llie time, could 
not have iiiflict£d the woiiud that uaused GuJl.y'a death. 
N^otwitlistanding this fact, an indietmcut was tbuud; Imt it 
is believed to this day, by all who have gone iuto au impai- 
tial investigatiOD of the subject, that Jobu Gully, in shout- 
ing at Baijb, accidentally shot and killed his own brothei'." 
It is indeed strange that this ^^ impartial investigation" 
' was not made on the ti-ial of the case, by Kuah or his coun- 
I $el, aiid the resulting fact brought out in the pleadings ; for, 
a any other age, in any other country, and before any other 
jnnrt of justice, it surely would have saved Lim from the 
^llows. 
Soon after Rush recovered from his wounds he charged a 
~ young man, named Williams, living iu De Kalb, with dis- 
turbing his domestic relaliuns, upou which the young mait 
lied to his father's residence, a few miles distant ; but Kush 
gathered up his clan and followed him. Tliey attacked the 
house, but yoiuig Williams fought wilJi such desperatiou, 
wounding several of the party, one of whom was a negro 
and another II. A. Ilopper, the ex-sheriff of tlie county, 
and the one tVom whose office was stolen the indictment 
against Chisolm, that the Williams residence has since 
that time been known by the martial name of Fort i 
Williams. | 

On the night of the attack upon the WilUams residence, I 
Kush was accompanied by 11. A. Hopper, ex-sberiff; John , I 
llill, Chisolm's deputy ; George Jack, a negro ; and the old I 
Scotchman, McClollaud, whose name will again appear iu I 
a prominent role iu this work. The manner of attack was I 
as follows, as related iu substance by the father of Wil- I 
liams, who now resides a few miles from Dc Kalb : I 

"About midnight, a negro, named George Jack, presented I 
^Kuself at the door of the Williams I'osidenco with aii I 
^HoiiyQioas note, addressetl to young Williams, and par- I 
^Krting to be a summons requuiug him to be at l)e Kalb, I 
^■thoot failure, eaily on the following morning, A brother I 
^^yfiUiiUBs, oil reading thin note, abkcd. l^ uc^o ^sV^XiSSi^I 
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incaQt, and wliat ho came there for, at tbu same time ad- 
vancinfi to ttie door. At this inomeut KqsL, who was 
Blnndiiig jnst outside of the door with a gnu in his hiiml, 
cried out, ' Ch)-so up !' when imin«dii»tply tho report of a 
gan waa heard on the other fiido ami in roar of the house. 
Young: Williams then auizud a gun smd took his position at 
a window, whence ho flrod at some one just beyond the 
fence of tlie bade yard. At this the flring became general 
around the liouse. Sovcral shots directed at the flash of 
Williams's gun entered the window at which he was stand- 
ing. In the meantime his sister rushed to the door, and 
made a narrow escape, thirteen bnclishot having eutered 
the facing of the door within a few inches of her person. 
At the second or third shot tired by young Williams, some 
ono cried ont with an expression of pain, npon which the 
assailants retired." 

The resnit was that two of the attacking party were 
wounded ; and fearing the consequences of the assault, on 
the next morning, Rnah, toj;ether with Chisolm and Ma 
deputy, Hill, appeared before J. 0. Carpenter, a justice of 
the peace, and by alBdavit ai)plie(l for a warrant to an-est 
Williaitis, aud desired that it should be antedated, so that 
it might appear to have been issued on the day preceding 
and prior to the attack. The pnrpo.se of this was to obtain 
some pretence for the assault. Tliis being refused by Car- 
penter, they applied to another Justice of the peace iu 
another beat, who granted the warrant, and antedated it 
as desired. Chisolm then summoned a posse aud pro- 
ceeded to arrest Williams and another young man, who 
■was alleged to have been present aiding and abetting 
Williams, during the night of the attack, in offering resist- 
ence to process of law in the hands of the deputy sheriff. 
Tonng Williams could only escape the vengeance of his 
persecutors by flying to Texas. The following is Chisolm's 
sworn testimony in regard to this affair before the con- 
gressional committee : 

"I will say that I never have summoned anybody b 
I>einocntt8 to help me arrest anybody. 1 Buiumonftd sorai 



Democrats to liclp me arrest a man out there wbo had shot 
a deputy sheriff of mine, and they went very cheerfully 
with me ; but there was a clamor raised agaiust them "by 
this same crowd of men, and tlie next day we came very 
near Laving a general riot in our town on aucoiuit of it. 
The deputy sheriff was shot while trying to am^st a muii 
ill my county, who had insulted a lady of our town, and 
when he came back slightlj' wounded, I raised a posse, all 
Democrats but one, and went after him, but we never found 
him. When we came back it was very lato at night, and 
news was brought to the men with nie before they got to 
town, that Mr. Gully, I)r, Fos, and other men in the town 
Imd said that they hoped they would get their damned 
beads shot off for going with such a man as me, a damned 
radical, to arrest a gentleman. The next day a boy came 
running to my house, and said that I had better go down 
in town_, that there was going to be a general fight. When 
I got there I found four or five young meu who went with 
me there, with their double barrelled guns, aud other meu 
vrho were in sympathy with thom, I asked them what was 
B^e matter. They said they did not intend to let any man ' 
^vay they were a G — d damned set of low down scoundrels, 
Hibr going to do what they conceived to bu their duty, to 
Hniecatti the law. 

^B " Q. Who was it that was making a fuss with them ? 

H^ "A. Gully and Dr. Pox were the leaders of the crowd. I 

told them that we must have quiet and peace there, but 

that if anybody had insulted them, and had done any 

wrong to them, ' I will fight, notwithstanding 1 am sheriff. 

[ am not sheriff enough to have you run over us all.'' 

lien Dr. Fox saw that I was in town, and a big crowd 

)0ming around me, a man Iffought me a double barrelled shot 

Fox put his head out of the deu tliey stayed in, and' 

iOaA: * It is a damned infernal lie! None of us said any- 

lling about yon, or any of those men wlio went with you 

teterday ; and these boys aro getting a stir n]i in this town 

' nothing.' Said 1 : 'Fox, while I have my own opinion 

ir t» what you said, come ont here a\iA. l\ti(i\are^taa.^.'^'C!^■ 
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lidy ikni) all will be right.' He came out and said: 'TUe 
man wliu aaid I said atiytbiiig ubiiiit jou, or llie lutiu wUu 
vnait witL yuii yi-sterduy, ti:ll:j a daniuud iufunial lie.' iiMi[ 
1: 'Boys, tliat is BatUl'actory. It does not make auy diilei- 
eucc uuw as to wliat anybody may tell yon, they may go 
to him now,' And th(?u Gully wrote a note statiug that 
he had not said anythias abuut it." 

Here we have, awioniiug to his owu sworn statement, a 
sheriff, the i)eace oMcer of the county, encouraging a pt 
ing affi'ay, and heading a threatened riot. The individ] 
^rlio composed this so called posse, to whom he alludes, 
characterizes as beiut^ all Uemociats save one, and beloi 
ing to the lirst families in the town, were as follows 

John Hill, a radical, mentioned before us the despei 
whom Ohisolm imported and muide deputy sherilf to 
timidate, if not to assassinate, Johu "W. Gully ; Charles 
Kosenbanm, a former deputy of his, and a radical; J. M. 
Eoberts, a radical, and crony of Ohisolm; llenry Bohauui 
a ratlical ; J. T. Grace and A. M. McClelland, rsulii 
Ben Rush, a. radical, and former deiiaty sheriff uni 
Chiaolm, the man who killed Sam Gully, and who Lad pi 
licly charged his own wifu with discreditable intimacy wij 
young Williams ; and Tolo J. Hamilton, who was the 
Democrat among them, aud who was inveigled into 
mob under the impreasiou that it was a lawful posse, 
that his summons was a duty which he could not avoid. 

As to the scene which Cliisolm so glowingly depicts uiid< 
oath, as occurring In the streets of Do Kalb, in which ho, 
as sherift', with double barrelled gun in hand, headed these 
men, all likewise armed, and ])roine[iaded the streets to tliu 
intimidation and terror of Gully aud Fox, the writer has 
been able to And no confirmation of it whatever. Tet, bo 
this as it may, the allegation itself, so audaciously aud 
boastfully made, shows the character of the man, and 
forms another link in the chain of lawlessness that marked 
his course on all occasions, and stamped every feature of 
his career. 

It is certain that neither John "VV. Gully or Dr. Fox, 
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■whom he alludes, ever inauifested any diapositiou to cringe I 
to Chisolm under any circumstances, or to ehirlc any per- 
sonal responsibility whicli lie might see proper to saddle | 
upon them, save so far as to avoid, if possible, the diffi- 
culties iuto which he constantly sought to involve them. 

Hot long after this occurrence, an attempt was made at 
night to shoot Bush while entering his gate. The shot 
proceeded from a gun in the hands of some person cou- 
cealed behind the corner of an old church, about forty 
yards distant. Chisolm seized upon this circumstance as 
the means of producing another collision between Kush 
and John W. Gully. Before the Joint Seloot Committee of 
Cougrcss, in 1871, appointed for the purpose of gathering 
up outrages throughout the South with which to feed the 
euforcemeut acts, and to perpetuate military rule for the 
benefit of the radical party iu the South, Ohisolm testi&ed 
ill reference to this affair as follows. In answer to a ques- 
tion as to what ho knew about the matter, he said : 

" I was the fii'St man who got to Eiish a fter he was shot ; 
was at the court house when I heard the shots. Wo were 
trying to secure a person at the time Captaiu Eush left the 
court bouse. I had seen a great deal of maneuvering go- 
ing on among men who I regarded as very bad men in tlio 
coiumimity. Just at dark I told Captain Kush that X 
thought ho ha<l lietter look out, that I thought there was 
going to bo another raid in the county ; that 1 saw soino 
maneuvering goiug on that I did not like. 

" Q. You said you discovered some suspicious movements 
tiieu, that day f 

"A. Yes, sir; aud I ha<l informed Rush and three others 
there, that evening, that there was something wrong going 
on; that the men who concocted bloody schemes before 
wereconcoctingthem again, and I requested three different 
men to have their guns ready for a night's ftght, if it was 
found necessary to make it. These movements consisted 
mainly of seeing a number cff men collected in the back of j 
^iilly'a store— a gentleman there whom I thiuk every man 
ip tllo Gouuty regards aa one who does not esuxi tt-Xi^sftca^ 
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sibout having the law executed. There were several men 
there I'lom out in the country, two of them brothers of Ibis 
man (xully, and several other suspicious characters. . There 
Avas one other man in town whom I did not know at all. 

^^Q. Why did you suspect these men of hostility toward 
Hush ? 

" A. I suspected them of hostility toward any man who 
was ()pi)osed to lawlessness, and rioting, and doing things 
illegal and wrong in the county; more especiallj' to Eush, 
because he and they were not friendly, as these parties are 
not friendly to any man who does not agree with them iu 
politics." 

Whatever nmy be the truth or falsity of these statements, 
it is plain that Ohisolm seems never to be barren of the 
disposition to cast obloquy and imputation upon John W. 
Gully, and never forgetful of an opportunitj'^ of, in some 
way, connecting him with every discreditable occurrence. 

The preceding testimony of Chisolm will, I am sure, 
readily suggest the spirit that actuated the testifier. The 
character of his suspicions, and the reasons he assigns for 
their existence, bear the stamp of absurdity and the color 
of purpose upon their face. 

There is not now, nor has there ever been, the least scin- 
tilla of evidence to connect any of the Gullj^s with this act. 
It is certain that John W. Gully had nothing to do with it; 
his character forbids such a supposition ; he was not a man 
to attack his enemy in the dark. This feature of his char- 
acter is vouched for by all who knew him ; and if any sus- 
picion rested upon the younger Gully s, it had no other 
foundation than the plausibility arising from a sufficient 
cause. The innocent blood of a brother, uncle and father 
will, like that of Abel of old, continue to cry from the 
ground in a voice that cannot fail to reach the dullest ear 
and the most callous heart of humanity, and if sentiment 
proves superior to vengeance, it is because reason is more 
powerful than rage. Jlnt we must leave this dt^testable 
act wrapped in the clouds of mystery, which none but the 
perpetrator and the eye of Heaven can penetrate. 
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Tig llio period we are now traversiDg, that is 1870 4 
■and ISTl, tlie star of Mississippi tbat hud blazed so briglif J 
■lyupontLe escutcb(;oiis of liotli tUe Uuion ami tlie Confeil*/ 
leracy was oltscnrud by tbe glitti.'r of the military epauletf 1 
I Iter niautle of sox'ercignty was tniiled in tlie duyt, and hot T 
I political vesturo was parted between the soldier, the negro 1 
f a.nd the carpet bagger. 

It was dnriiig tfiis time that a military force was stationed J 
at LanderdalC) on the Mobile & Ohio Ballroad, close to I 
Kemper Connty, and the reader will now, perhaps, be prfe^ 1 
pared for an era of quiettide in that county, but it is onlj J 
necesaarj- to refer again to the book of J. M. "Wells t* I 
liave our hopes and expectations again dashed to the I 
ground. Ho saj-s: "Prom late in lSti9 to 1S71 — less ] 
than two years — some thirty-flve negroes were linown to I 
have been tilled by the ku klux ; while whippings took ] 
jilaco almost nightly." 

If this be true, and tliere be no limitation npon the trial 
of military ofleaders, I would respectfully call tlio attention ^ 
of tbe President of the United States and that of the gcutn-al 
of the army to the fact, and wonid reapoct(\iIly suggest that 
tbeoificers in command of this Lauderdale garrison be at 
once placed upon trial and cashiered or shot i'or such grave, 
aggravated and high handed dereliction of duty, as to allow 
tliirty-fivo negroes to be killwl by the ku-klnx under their 
very noses, wliile their records and ropoits show but one, a 
single instance of a citizen of Kemper County having been 
tried for negro killing. 

John E. Cliisolin, brother of W. W., was at this time the 
, BTiert£fand peace officer oftbeconuty, while W. W. Cbisolm 
L iiraa his deputy, and was, as he testified before the invcMti- 
;aUug coiumittee, "ninniug the office." There should 
ilcrtainly be sonic severe penalty in waiting for officers who, 
n]Ma tlie word of a ci'ony, are thus shown to have iK'pn 
Jliilty of such culpable misfeasance and nonfeasance. 
But here ^Vclla again comes to the rescue. He says 
y tbe untiring' perseverance of Judge CVvlscAm awiX. 'i.fe« I 
•aatea, the iiiHitary were enabled to taivV \\caN\\'g ■asJ^ 
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more Bucccssfiilly upon tlic klan, find nambers of them were 
arrested, wliilu otLers dcd for safety aud sought new fields 
of glory iu more liospitaiilc climes. Many of tUo 
l>relieiided, miys Judge Chisolui iu his testimony, told bj 
whom they had been encouraged to jierform these acta of 
lawlessness. Foremost auioiig; the names given in this 
connection were those of John W. Gully and Dr. Fox." 

Kotwithstanding nil this bugalioo of thirty-live human 
bein^ having been laiinehedhito eternity in a shorter space 
than two ycaiii, by the hand of tlie masked assassin, tlie 
writer, after the most diligent inquiry and assiduous inves- 
tigation has been nuable to discover the least trace of theao 
events, IIo is writing this worli at De Kalb, the couiity 
seat of Kemper Comity, where he has all the records of tlio 
courts at bis command, and constant access to the i>eople 
in all iiarts of the county. Pie has inquired of men 
of all classes and politics, and the universal and invariable 
characterization of Wells' ku-klux story is, that it is ntterly 
false and without the least foundation either iu fact or 
rumor. The writer has been able to discover but two in- 
stances of negro killing in Kemper County during the 
period assigned by Wells to such a holocaust of blood ; 
and one of these was the killing of Miles Hampton, a few 
miles froni Do Kalb, who was accidentally killed, having 
been mistaken in the nigiit for another negro who bad com- 
mitted a heinous offence, and his killing was attended by 
circumstances some^i'bat similar to the attack made by t 
Ciiisolin clan upon young Williams, which has been refer 
to. 

Captain Thomas Woods, who, during this time was distriej 
attorney, informs the writer tliat all this is most maliciously 
false; that there were but few killings in the county duving 
this period, and tlioy were, iu nearly every case, the i 
of the misrule inauguiated by the radicals. 

I will trace Wells once more through the drear wilds q 
his imaginai-y murdei-a of this period, aud then discard L 
bloody Hctious and concocted reports as no less wearisom 
aod disgusting to the wrUer tlian ho feels assured they ii 
9_to_the ivader. 
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It is said that on one occasion wlien IlGroiilea waa attenil- 
iDg his herds among the mountains of Tliraco, they began 
to disappear one by one in a mystenous mauaer. Ilerenlea 
endeavored to track thum, and by that means to ascertain 
tfao direction in which they had wandered or had been 
driven oit'; and yet he conid find no trace of an off going 
track. He discovered, it is true, a susiiieioua looking 
cave, but then the tracks were all leading away from it. 
But he Anally discovei'cd that this cave was tho abode 
of the thief, and that the latter had carried off tho 
stolen cattle by the tail, in order to jirevent their being 
tracked. In this same manner Wells has endeavored to 
parry attention from any opening in his mountain of men- 
dacity. He has drawn all his falsehoods after him by the 
tail. His chapter of crimes in Kemper County finds no 
support in the records of the courts, nor in the knovrledge 
of the oldest inhabitants of tho county. 

W— " Yet, wliQlher truo or baseat lie, 

H Eis funy must liavo fuuii or die." 

* The following proceedings before the military commis- 
sion, held at Lauderdale, in tho winter and spring of 1870, 
will give a pretty good idea of the quality of the food used, 
and tho maimer of its preparation : In this connection 
Wells quotes from the testimony of E. <j. Powers, once 
ITew England governor of Mississippi, and which he in- 
vokes as utterly luiimpeachable, when it is well known in 
Miesissippi, where ho now resides, that during the whole 
radical career in this State, in which he was a prominent 
actor, Powers fully and unreservedly participated in every 
Hcheme, of whatever nature, calculated to advance tho in- 
terest of his party or himself; and that he, in unison and 
complicity with all others of his party in Mississippi, 
looked to the process of the " outrage mill" as an unfail- 
ing source of suiiport, and his conduct has never warranteil 
liis veracity being deemed any more indubitable than that 
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And here, it may not ho improper to Tii\a\s. a iivs«yii.\si- ^| 
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stanco tliat oci^urred at De Kalb during a political canvass 
in whirli this same Powers was playing aconspicnous part. 
It was while W. W. Chisoliu was sheriff of Kemper County. 
I'owers was Tiiakinj: a speech, represented to have been ex- 
tremely violent and incendiary in its character, in which he 
was takin;^ occasion to tell the negroes that the Democrats 
had and wonld continue to steal from them everything they 
made ; t hat that was a common complaint and a universal 
fact ; whereui)on John W. Gully, who was present, said to 
Towers that if that assertion was based upon negro testi- 
mony, then ne^rro testimony should be as available on 
one side as on the other, and that he had it from good au- 
thority that the lu^groes on his (Powers') place had refused 
to pay their taxes on the groimd that ho (Powers) had 
robbed tluMu of everything they made, and that he ought 
to i)ay their taxes. 

This interrui)tion was made in a mild and respectful 
manner ; when W. W. Chisolm, who was then sheriff, and a 
candidate for re-election, ran out of the court house and up 
to the speaker's stand, with his i)istol in his hand, exclaim- 
ing, "r>y O — d,tlohn (luUy shan't talk to Governor Powers 
in that way," and seeing a negro with a gun standing by, 
he placed his hand on his shoulder, saying, ^'That is 
right, old I'cllow, stand up to us; and should they kill me, 
by G— d, don't you let any one of them escape I I have 
got ten thousand dollars saved for my wife, and, by G — d, 
I wonld just as soon die as not ! " This circumstance has 
been related to the writer, and vouched for by many of the 
most respectable men in the county, who were present at 
the time. 

But 1 will leave this question of veracity with Wells 
Powers, and the officers of the following commission, the 
proceedings of which are introduced here for the further 
reason that the writer deems them worthy of perpetuation 
as a memento of radical infamy. The eases tried before 
this commission are the same, of which Wells manufactures 
some of his most " terrible killings." 
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HBADQUARTEra POTJUTir MlLTTAKY DISTRICT, 1 

Department of Miaaissrpn, v 

Jackson, Misarssii'Pi, September 14, 1869. ) 

Extract. 

A niilitarj' commission is hereby appointeil to meet at I 
Ue post of Lauderdale, Mississippi, at 10 o'clock a. in., oa I 
le 17th iustaiit, or as soon thureafter as practicable, for 
he trial of siicii prisoners as may be proiterly brought 
»efore it. 

detail foe the coaraissioN. 

1. Captain J. P. Eaodlett, TJ. S. army. 

2. First LieiitenaDt AV, H. Viual, Sixteenth Infantry. 
',3. Brevet Major G. Van Blucher, U. S. army. 

4. rirat Lieutenant E. C. Gasliill, U. S. army. 

5. First Lieutenant 'Wiliiam Quinton, U. S. army. I 

6. Brevet Major Placidus Ord, U. S. army. I 

7. First Lieutenant J. 8, Appletoii, U. S. army. , 
.First Lieutenant William J. Daws, Judge Adcocate. 

The coram isai on will ait without reE;ard to Lonrs. 
By command of 

Brevet Major Genekal Ames. 
(Signed.) William Atwood, 

Aidc-de-oampy Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 

By subsefjucnt apeciiil orders, the following members 
ive been relieved : Captain J, F. liandlett, Brevet Major 
locidus Ord, First Lieutenant William H. Vinal. 
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Headquarters Fourth UHlitary District, 1 
Departmrnt of Mississ'ippi, [■ 

Jackson, Mississippi, October 7, 1869. ) 
FECIAL Orders) -pv-rnsnT 

- No. 217. ( JixrRACT. 

!JL Captain JJeHhortEobbinaisliere\)sre\ie\ei\.iwKii."i\-'g , 
^ _pP3t of Vickahurg, JVIissi^ppi, aiii ict^jiiai ^ 
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nicmbor of tlio Tiiilitary commissioa JDStitnfed at Lantlcr- 
dale, missisniiipi, by special orders No. 19S, paragraph II., 
oarrent series, from tlicso headquarters. 
By coiiimaiul of 

Bkevet Ma-TOR Geneqai, Ajies. 
(Signed.) Williajh Atwood, 

Aide-decamp, Acting Assistant Adjutant Oener^^ 
A true copy, 

William Daws, 

First JAeitleiiant U. 8. Army. 
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Charges and specificatious preferred agaiust Dick Evanap 
Riley Hickerbotliam, James Fnltoii, Harvey Brown, Jobti 
Lovine, Amos niimpbrics, Tbomaa Kuutz and MicUael 
Kautz, citizeus. 

CHARGE PIBST— MURDER. 

Spmjication. — In tliis, that Dick Evans, Eiley Ilicta 
botham, James Fnlton, Harvey Erowii, Joliu Lovine, Amos 
Hnraphrips, Tiiomas Kuutz and Michael Kuiitz, citizens of 
Winston County, in the State of Mississippi, conspiring 
with other evil disposed persons heretofore, to wit: On or 
aboat the sixteenth day of Juno, iu the year of onr Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine, in said County 
of Winston, State of Mississippi, did make an assault 
npon one Alexander Triplet*, otherwise called Alexander 
Duncan. They, the said Dick Evans, Eiley Hiekerbothaoi, 
James Fulton, Harvey Brown, John Lovine, Amos Hum- 
pbriei^, Thomas Kuntz and Michael Kuutz, did then and 
there, feloniously, wilfully, and of their malice aforethought, 
kill and murder. 



CHARGE SECOND— ASHAULT WITH INTEST TO KILL. 



Speetfierition. — In this, that they, Dick Evans, Eiley Hick 

prbotham, James Fulton, Han-ey Brown, John Lovine, 

Amos Suiuphrica, Tiiomus Knntz and IJliiiViaeV ■^m\\i, t\\i- 
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zcns of Winston Coanty, in tlio State of Miaaiasippi, con- 
sjiirmg -witli otlior evil diaposeil persona lieretofore, to witt 
Oil or about the sisteeiitli day of Juno, in the year of our I 
Lord one tlionaaiid eifjht hundred and sixty-nine, in said 
Connty of Winston, State of Missiasippi, did feloniously 
and with malice aforethougiit, make an assault with intent 
to kill npon three persons, to wit: Alexander Triplett, 
otherwise called Alexaader Duncan, Alexander Triplett 
and Lizzie Triplett, of said county and State. 

CHATIGE THIRD— ASSAULT AND llATTEBY. 

Speoification. — In this, that they, Dick Evans, Eiley Hick- 
erbotham, James Fulton, Ilaivey Brown, John Lovine, 
Amoa Humphries, Thomas Knntz and Miohael Knntz, citi- 
zens of Winston County, in the State of Mississippi, eon- 
spiring with other evil disposed persons heretofore, to wit : 
On or about the sixteenth day of June, in the year of our 
Lord one tUousaiid cigiit buoilre^ and tsixty-uiae, in said 
Coanty of Winston, State of'Missisaipiji, did then and there 
Monionsly assault and beat Alexander Triplett, otherwise 
called Alexander Duncan, Alexander Triplett and Lizzie 
Triplett, of said county and State. 

CHAUGB FOURTH— RIOT. 

Specification. — In this, that they, Dick Evans, Eiley Hicb- 
erbotliam, James Eulton, Ilarvey Brown, John Lovine, 
Amos HninphriL's, Thomas Knntz and Michael Knntz, citi- 
zens of Wiuston County, State of Mississippi, conspiring 
■with other evil disposed persons, did on or about the six- 
t'teenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
* Sine, in said County of Winston, and State of Mississippi, 
^ouionsly, maliciously and with evil intent, disturb the 
Iieace of the inhabitants, by destroying private property, to 
wit: portions of the dwellings of Alexander Triplett and 
otiiers, injuring and abusing tlii'eo persons, to wit: the 
iwdies of Aloxander Triplett, otherwise caWei XVftX3.-fti>ii« 
Mautaia, AJcxauijer Tiiplett and Lizzie TxiieVcyt,, aa<!i.\y3 
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Bucli violoiit and turbulent conduct, renderiug it unBafofij 

well disposed persons to remain in said County and 8tat&. 

(Signed.) JAMES F. RANDLETT, 

Gajitain U. S. A. 

Tlicn comes a long line of wituesscs, and from the num- 
ber of Duncans ami Tripletts among tiem, it would aeem 
tbat tLey were mostly ibr the prosecution, and yet these 
men were all acquitted and released after all the stem for- 
malities of tbe military code Lad been tboronglily exercised 
upon thenj, 

But what will "Wells do about the fact, that there was ao 
Gully in this case 1 He thought, perhaps, that ho had got- 
ten beyond the reacli of tlio truth when he misnamed some 
of the parties in this case, and transferred it from 1S09 to 
1871. But in the book written by that indiridual, neither 
yeai's, nor months, nor days, nor facts, nor falsehoods, are 
assigned any particular significance, only when they suit 
tlio occasion. He evidently deeraexl anacliroriistn and iu- 
colierency the most potent allies of falsehood, as being the 
best calculated to conceal his impossibilities and absurd- 
ities. 

The writer is assured by the then oflicera of the county 
that "Wells never once examined the records of their offices, 
and that no one can be found in the county of whom he 
made any inquiry, other than the members of the Chisolm 
clan. 

And his geography, too, is as mendacious as his chrono- 
logy' and nomenclature, aud adds additional falseliood to 
Lis facts, as the foUowhig extract from Lis book will show. 
IIo says : 

" The immediate occasion of this visit of the Man to the 
plantation of ex-Governor Towers, was as follows : Matt 
Duncan, the colored man whom they sought to kill that 
night, some two years before liad reported to the military, 
at Camp laiuderdaie, the murder of a little brother of his 
hy the same crowd of men. This boy — Matt's bi-othor — 
TTiiti taken from his cabin, drawA and t]mrtercd, aaii. \i.>a 
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biangled body thrown into the Talladega swamp. Mate's 
ofiencc was tlifit he had reported this 'little act ofpleaa- 
liiitiy' to the ait tbori ties." It ia erideut from this, that 
WelU hint lieard of lh« English crime of high treason, and 
J'rom it invoked to liis aid au expression that for genera- 
tions lia.s had no practical significance under the English 
law, yet it has the sound of horror, and that was sufBeient 
for his purjjose Again, it is beliei'od, that there is not iu 
the Stiito of Mississippi, a river, creek, bottom, or swamp 
that bears the name "Talladega" There ia a town and 
small stream by that name iu the northern part of the 
State of Alabamit, himdreda of miles from the aU^^ged 
Bceuc, but uono iu Mississippi. The very name was uu- 
kuowu to the Indians who inhabited its forests, and the 
wi-iter, after thorough inquiry, has found this story to have 
been fashioned by the same mould that has given forma- 
tion to most of the " terrible killings " of Wells. It would 
be inconceivable how any one could read the following 
iiamitivo, so obiiosioiis to paternal experience and to 
every sentiment of humanity, without the mingled feelings 
of scoru and indignation for the author of the concoction, 
lie says : 

" G*!orgo Evans, the young man killed," on this visit of 
the klaii to the plantation of ex -Governor Powers, "had 
been raised in the county, and was well known by every- 
body. Two of liis brothers were arrested by the military 
ions to this, charged with killing a freedman. Evans' 
ly was buried secretly, on his father's place, early the 
ig, and the report was cireidated that ho had 
died suddenly of cholera morbus. His father said that bis 
dealh was caused from eating too many oysters and sar- 
dines the night before. The kind of which ho partook was 
niiliealtby, no donbt." 

Such a mthless invasion of the most sacred precincts of 
BoBi&n relations for the purpose of giving color to slander 
Swill certainly excite the feelings of disdain in every up- 
xiglit heart and well regulated mind. As m\£Vl -wAV^wi 
hwytgj>wjw<;. this man, Cfeorge Evans, as \Ava 'st^S.'s^ "^^ 
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Tieon reliably informeO, ninX whose family still resides in 
the conuty of Winston, was uot killed, lint 13 at this day 
liviug in tho State pf Texas, whitlicr he fled to escape the 
persecution of hia I'adiual cneiiiieM; and his death, like tliH 
Icilling, drawiiJg, quartering, and exposnre of the scattered 
liiubs of the boy in the Talladega swamp, has no foundation 
save in the mind of Wells and his historical chaperons. 

Bnt he proceeds from this to point the unfailing moral 
of his tales, whether their scene lies in Kemper, Winston, 
or any otlier county, or in the swamps of Alabama. He 
says : 

"Daring all these years of outlawry, unequalled in the 
liistory of barbarous tribes anywhere on the earth, aecord- 
ing to the sworn testimony of Judge Chisolm, the head- 
quarters of Ibo klan for Kemper County were at tlie 
grocery store of John W. Gully." 

The shades of this man, like tho ghost of Hamlet, will 
never down in his pathway, hut, by some mysterious in- 
fluence, seems to constantly penetrate the line of his slan- 
demus narratives, until his pricked conscience seems to 
seek strength for new fabrications in a fresh attack upon 
the devoted Gully, which but adds confirmation to the 
adage that " A guilty conscience needs no accnser." 

And yet, during all these years of outlawry, uneqnalled 
in tho history of barbarous tribes any where upon the earth, 
according to tho testimony of Judge Ohisotm, this same 
Judge Chisolm was the sheriff and peace oEBcer of the 
County of Kemper, had a military force to back him sta- 
tioned on the very borders of the comity. Why were they 
not arrested and brought to trial'? And, if guilty, why 
were they not punished t 

Wells is not lacking for a solution. He says: "James 
Watts and A. G. Ellis, two sycophantic and hypocritical 
lawyers, were their legal advisers, when, at the same time, 
tlicy were under pay of Judge Chisolm and his friends foe 
the transaction of legitimate business." 
TJie writer in veil acquainted with Captain James Watts, 
and ho has kaowa A. G. Ellis Irom\i\a \«)^\iWi4. "«ft\tt\i 
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ileatli. Tliey were l>oth gentlemen, nnd good lawyera, and 
Ifieir sympatliiea were warm for tlieir oppressed and perso- 
cutcil countrymen, and in what respect and to wLom tliey 
ivero I'lnyliig the part of the clianicters asaij^iied tliein, was 
not capable of definition even by this skilled defamer. If 
he lueana that they were playing the jiart of Rycopbancy 
to Ohisolm, or ever engaged their services to aid him in 
any of his alleged "legitimate" ecbemea of -villainy, the 
^vriter will undertake to say in tbeir bebalf that sticb inti- 
mation is but another stalk in his broad field of prevarica- 
tion. 

Again, be says: "Thomas W. Adams, a white man, hav- 
ing been a clerk in the Gepublicaii constitutional couveu- 
tioii, wbicb met in Jackson, in the winter of 18G8, had thus 
iuGiirrud tbo wrath of Tos ajid the Gullys, and, accord- 
ingly, was carried from hia bouse at night and whipped. 
While undergoing the tortures of the lasb, Adams was told 
by the klan that tbeir object was to teach him to take tbe 
wliip like a ' nigger,' fia be had been associateil with tlie 
*niggers'iu tbe 'radical' convention. Adams knew and 
recognized many of the men engaged in this afiair, gave 
tbeir names to tbe military, and tbey fled the coutiti-y." 

Now, Adams, who is now living not far from De Ealb, in 
Kemjier County, denies this whole statement, and says that 
iC has not the least foundation in fact, nor did bo even hear 
of these circumstances until be was told of the representa- 
tions made by Wells. 

Tbe history of this man Adams, wbicb the writer has as- 
certained to be beyond all question, is this, and it shows 
tJie kind of material selected : An old man, living in Lan- 
E-IAerdale County, bad a negro daughter, wbom he openly 

wgnized as such. She was bis slave, and be hired or 
ribed tbis man Adams to marry her. Adams, about the 

[omeucement of the war, applied to George L. Welsh, 
4en Probate clerk of Kemjicr County, for license to maiTy 
tbe negro girl. Welsh, notwithstanding that there i 
law in Mississippi I'orhiddiiig ndscegcny, \>\i.^ v\, XvAaXit.'av 
osUy declared to bo void betweeu a wliite ^et&o^ a.'ai'&ftSWfa 
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took npon biinself the responsibility of refusing to isene the 
license. Whereupon Adams went away from the connty, 
carrying the negro witli liim. He was lieard from no more 
nntil after tlie war, when Le retnrned with iiis negro wilo 
to Kemper County, where he is still resiiUng with lier. 

These are the facts in this case, and it may not be im- 
proper to observe, that had Adams met with the puuitdi- 
ment lie is alleged to have received, it is questionable 
ivhether it would have been unmerited j at least it may bu 
asserted that there are many communities other than 
Soathern where such a penalty would have been inflicted ; 
yet Adams, to-day, in this terrible county, revels, unmo- 
lested, with his dusky consort in the shocking bouds of 
miscegeny. 

Another circumstance seized upon by Wells to point his 
usual moral of aspersion iqwn the Gnllya, occui'red prior 
to these occurrences, but order of time seems to have no 
place with him. It is as follows: A young man, named 
•Tones, who bad killed his stepfatJier iti Alabama, and wlio 
had fled from justice, arrived at the house of Sloke Gully 
entirely destitute and seeking for employment. He re- 
mained there during the night, and on the nest moruiug, 
while he was negotiating with Mr. Gully in regard to his 
services, a posse of men from Alabama, who were pursuing 
him, and had secured the services of Hal Dawson, a resi- 
dent of Kemper County, iu the capacity of a guide, sud- 
denly made their appearance at the gate. So soon as 
Jones saw them he recognized them, as they were his rela- 
tives, and immediately comprehending their object, lie ran 
onl through a baek way, and made good his escape to a 
neighboring forest. The men pursued him, but after a 
fruitless search, continuing several hours, they returned to 
the bouse and informed Mr. Gully of the circumstances, of 
which he had learned nothing from Jones. These men 
gave up the pursuit and loft the neighborhood. There was 
not a shot fired, and Jones was no moio seen or hoard of 
tiiit/J soinetime after the war it became known that he was 
iiring with some other relatives in Alabama., 'sV'sift^iftvsiw 
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Aotl yet of tbis simple cironm stance, the indefatigable 
Wells liaa concocted the following unreasonable story: 
" Tbiit Jones who wiis sitting at Gully's table fled and wa« 
pureoed by Dawson and Gully to tlie forest, where several 
shol3 were heard In a few minutes Gully and Dawson 
feturned, stating that they bad been nnablo to overtake 
' e object of their jiursnit. A few weeks thereafter some 
' Tallies, when out walking, discovered ihe body of the mur- 
dered boy in the creek which runs near the place from 
Tvbence the firing was heard," and that, in the meantime 
Mr, Mardis, an uncle of the boy, living iu Kemper Connty, 
"supposing his nephew had gone back to Alabama, said 
nothing of the matt«r nntil one day, some months aftfr- 
ivarda, when iu Do Kalb ho was aceosted by John W. Gully, 
then sheriff, who told Mardis that he had better 'go slow,' 
adding at the same time, ' that is catching before hanging, 
^_^Dd yon can't prove who killed yonng Jones.'" 
^■^ The reader will not be slow to observe how plainly the 
^^piove representation bears the marks of falsehood on its 
^^b«e, and the writer has ascertained beyond question that 
all these circumstances are ijurely fabrications, in which 
it liaS been i)lainly seen Wells is never deficient, es]>ccially 

Kwlieu there, is any possibility of connecting a Gnlly with 
bis tragical inventions. 
[ Again, says Wells : " It was before this time that Etna, 
i colored woman, was taken out by some nnknown parties, 
tied to a tree and whipped to dttath. Her body was found 
there on the following day, in a perfectly nude state." 

The truth of this matter is that a negro woman by that 
name, who was in a delicate situation, was whipped by some 
one, and that she in all probability died from its elTeeta, but 
it is at the same time well known by those living in the 

Bicinity, that this woman bad caused a scandal to be circu- 
ited ill respect to the families of some radicals who lived 
I tlie neighborhood, and, thore being no other assignable , 
cause I'or the act, it is believed to this day by the citizei 
that it was tbo Trorfe of some of IbeBti pattifts. Kft \.o \ 
beiaff found bound to a tree is, as tbc writes \b xalwisyii! 
^l^'ruJj- false. — - . - 1 



mii 



78 EliillPBB GOUKTY TISDICAX&D. 

Agitta: "About tbo same time, a colored man named 
Moses McDaUe was found deivd in tlie road. He had beeu 
shot bj' some parties unknown." 

It ia known tbat Lo was shot by anotber negro who ran 
oiF, and has never been beard of since ; the jury of inquest 
impannelled by the nogro eoroner, who now lives in De 
Kalb, BO stated in their return to the court 

Again : " A Baptist minister by the name of Henry 
White was prcRent at the lynching and hanging of it negro 
for some alleged oftence during the war, and lent material 
aid in the performance of the murderous aet. He after- 
wards asserted that he was ready, and more than willing to 
engage at any time in an undertaking of the kind wheu his 
pastoral duties would not interfere " 

IE Wella obtained the least scintilla of truth upon which 
to build this story, it is more than the writer baa been able 
to do, notwithstanding that he has had access to every 
soui-ce of information, has conversed with and made in- 
quiries about these matters of all classes of persous of all 
colors and alt politics ; yet he finds that even the voice of 
report itself is silent concerning them. 

Thus it will be seen that Wells has no regard as to tha 
subjeetsof his slander. He tears open the graves of the 
Uvinff and the dead, enters the saered precincts of do- 
mestic relations, invades the very sanctity of religion, and 
leaves his stains upon the iUtars of the Most High. 



" Tea, 'tia slander, 
Whose cdgo is sharpor than the aword, whoao tongua 
Outvenoms nil tlio worma of Nile, whose breath 
Ridna on the posting winds and doth belio 
Alt corners of tha world, kings, queens and States, 
Maids, ina,trons, yea the secrets of tlie grave, 
Thia viporoua alandisr 
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Again : " In the spring of 1865, James Johnson, a white 
man, was waylaid, when going from his home in the sontb- 
western beat to Do Kalb, shot and instantly killed. John- 
.son Lad been a lucrchant and higb\y teapetiVeAT' 
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F He liad iilso beou a conscript officer iii the Confuderato 
service, and waa at tlie time of tlio surreuder, and it wiia 
and is tally believed by liis friends and by a,ll who were ac- 
qnaiateil wiLli liiia and the circuiastances of Im death, thab 
lie wag killed by some one of the 80 called Uniou meu or 
deserters, who afterwards beciime a couspiuuous and lUnd- 
ameatal element of the radical party, and the active ad- 
herents of the clan that produced all Che subsequent trouble:] 
in Kemper County. 

In the following instance, related by Wolls, he lias lit 
upon some ground of truth. John Edwards had killed a 
man by the name of Eakina. The father of young Sdwards 
iuid his uucle, Jack Edwaixis, applied to and engaged the 
services of a young lawyer named Simms, in the defence. 
These three started out together in apparently perfect 
frieDdship, to some distant point, whether on business con- 
nected with the defence of young Edwards or not, the 
■writer has not been able to ascertain. Ilnwover, while 
riding aloug, a dispute arose betwetm Jaek Edwsirda aud 
Simms, which resulted in alight and the death of Simms. 
It was supposed that all three of them were drunk. Tlio 
parties made their escape and were never brought to trial. 
They were both dissipated men and desperate wheu dniuk. 
" Soon after this," says Wells, " a man named Tysoit 
assaulted Mr. Spear with a hoe, white in a field at work. 
Bpear was thus slain and his head beaten to a jelly." A 
gentleman who was a witness to this affair, has just stated 
to the writer the following facts regarding this matter: 
That Tyson was the keeper of a livery stable in De Kalb 
prior to the war, and that Spear went to the stable in an 
intoxicated condition and began to abuse Tyson, who mfulu 
every eflbrt to rid himself of Spear, but on the latter per- 
sisting in his efforts to get into a difficulty with Tyson, his 
patience finally became exhausted, and picking up a hoe 
lying near at hand, he struck Spear on the heatl with it, 
without any further intention than that of chastising him 
and rejielling the assault. Spear having \ieen %\.t>iJiV «; 
tender portion of bis licad, died Croio. tiio dfieaVft >i1 '<i« 
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After this, one of tlie Spi^ars liiul a difficulty with a man 
by the naino of Goius. It wjia slmjily n ilninkeii bniwl, 
and in tho wurmth of tlm Uglit Spesirs stJibbfd Uiiiiis with 
a smivll knife, from the dfeuts of which he died. A nephew 
of thia Goins then jittiicked utid Jiillod Spcur at bin wugou 
camp, and then fled from tlie country. 

These circnmstanccH all occurred lonp previously to tho 
war, and at long hitor\-als, and are of no more impoi-ttiuci) 
and no more indieativc of a depraved state of sooicty tlimi 
similar ones to bo found in tho history of almost every 
community. 

But if iu tho rolatiDg of these events, Wells has here and 
there left a track in -the path of truth, lie has left no trace 
rtlong her highway iu bis description of the following case: 
lie says: "At Biackwater, iu Kemper County, George 
Alexander, a brother-in-law of one Phil Gully — whose char- 
acter and name will be more fully discussed hereafter, had 
some words with Ben Caraway. They sabseiiiiently made 
friends, shook liauds and st'psirated ; and from all (-ivilized 
or savage usages of which wo have any account, oim might 
suppose that further danger of assault by either party was 
at an end. But not so iu Kemper County. Crnaway was 
a blacksmith, aud wout to work iu his shop, little thinking 
of danger, when Alexander walked stealthily in, steppett 
up behind him, aud at a single blow with a heavy pioeo of 
wood, struck him dead. For thi3 inurder, an unusual ou- 
curreuce in cases of this kind, Alosauder was arrested, 
placed under guard, and that night it is said Phil Gnlly 
procured his esijape.. Gully, on lieing asked if it would not 
have been better liad Alesaiider been trial before leaving, 
I'cplied that be thought not ; he had taken counsel of Judy 
namon — then a practicing lawyer, and Ilaniou had told 
him that if tried, Alexander would certainly bo hanged." 

The truth is, that Caraway was no blacksmith ; nor was 

ithis shop at wjiieh tliey uiet, Alexander and Cai-nway had 

lireviously to tliishadadinieulty, and on Uieocuasiunof tho 

Jiilling they met by accident at a smith's shop, in the 

neighborhood, belonging to a man lij tiid wavat Q^"Sa\!.>3a«&. 
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The quarrel was reneweil, aud Caraway seized a aleiige 
liammer and made an attack on Alexander, and would no 
iloubt Iiave killed Mm bat that the latter anticipated tlie 
blow by knocking Caraway down with a billet of wood, 
from the effects of wliicli ho died. Alexander was arrest- 
ed, placed under bond, gave ball, made his appearance at 
the bar of the court at the time to which the recognizance 
was returnable, when, as the record shows, there was a 
continuance obtained by the State. And at the next term 
of the court he was fairly tried and acquitted upon the plea 
and proof of self defence. 

ALEXANDER KILLED CARAWAY ON AUGUST 1, 1858. 



State 



Alexander. 



Trial, 18C0. 



^B The following i» an extract from the final record in tbis 

^■Msc : " This day catno the district, attorney, wtio prosecutes 

^■br the State, and also came the defendant, into court, who, 

^Hiaving been arraigned in open court on a foriuer day of 

this terui of the court, and pleaded ' not guilty ' in manner 

and form as charged iu the iudictmout, and for his trial 

puts himself upon the country ; and the district attorney, 

on behalf of the State, doth the like. Aad therefore, came 

a jury of good and lawful men, summoned for the purpose 

of trying tbis case, and cliosen as well by defendant's 

counsel as by the State, from the number summoned ac- 

cordiug to law as aforesaid, to wit : A. L. McKaskill, D. 

I>. Brigga, R. C. Mobley, E. Foat, E. McDonald, J. C. Dale, 

■- M. White, ^y. D. King, William Fulton, Levi Johnson, 

'. H. Hampton and M. Hunnicntt, who were duly sworn 

iHd impanelled according to law and the avideucu, well and 

raly to try the issue iu tbis cause, .joined by the State of 

Kississipiii and the defendant, and ttiievexAict ta x'i\\4.ft\ ^v 

ioff to the la w aad tlie evidence. AiiA ait.ei'\i.ww\\\^'CftS. 
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argument, as well for as agaioBt tlic said diifutidaitt, return- 
ed to their room in cLarge of James L, Hmlnall and Atfred 
White, officers and baitiO^ of the court, specially sworu in 
open court to take charge of said jurors, and after consiil- 
eiing, rendered their verdict iu court in the foUowiug words : 
' We, the jury, find the defendant not guilty.' It is there- 
fore cOQsidei'od by the court that the defendant go hence 
without day, and that the State of Mississippi pay the 
costs herein expended, for which execution may issue." To 
which is appended the usual certificate of the clerk of the 
court. This case is one of Wells's escapes alleged by him 
to have been procured by the Gullys. 

Charles Itobiuson, whom Wells represents as having beeu 
staked to the ground, was a school teacher in Heshoba 
county, and on one occasion severely whipped a little girl, 
one of his pupils. The chastisement was inflicted with so 
much cruelty that it naturally and rightfully aroused the 
indignation of the parents and brothers of the girl, and 
tliey weut to Eobinaoii's school house and too!; liiin ont 
with the intention of whipping him iu turn ; but upon his 
making suitable apologias and satisfactory explanations of 
the matter, he was released without injury. But the i-eports 
iu regard to this circumstance injured hia school to such fvu 
extent, that liobinson left the neighborhood. 

After the war, and during radical rulo iu Mississippi, it 
was almost impossible in many neighborhoods to raise any 
stock whatever, and utterly out of the question for fruit or 
melons to ripen in the garden or orchard. This was peculi- 
arly the case in the greater jjart of Kemper County. And 
it was during this time, and under these circumstances, 
that Thomas Burton, living near Narketa, while watching 
Lis melon patch l)y night, shot at some one iu the act of 
carrying away his melons ; but no ouo was hurt, and no 
one ever know who the thief was. 

Yet, ont of this simple circumstance. Wells has coucocted 

a wonderful story of Burton shooting a negro woman and 

i^ilil, and even some other person, none of which has any 

JbaadiitJon in /act. Burton was a uliXQ oS exe,m^\%T^ tiiax- 
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leter; was au elder iu tlie cliureli, aurt of tm quest ion able 
jpiety; anil lio lias not a siuglc neighbor wlio would not 
J Ills liaud ill horror at tbo ideu of his being giiiity of 
Binrder anil assassination. 

There were during all this time bnt two negroes, one 
named Pedeu and one Miles Iliimpton, who were killed in 
Kemper County by unknown persons, and only one 
srhipped, whose name was Henry Greer. And the author 
s been this moment informed by Hon. George Woods, a 
STorthem man, who was the State's attorney for this district 
from the year 184G to 1854, and who is now chancellor of 
eventh Mississippi district, that during all this time 
beie were but few eases of killing; in the county of Kern- 
That it was compiiratisely free from oecnrrencea of 
flia iiatare, and its criminal (locket remarkably light. And 
jnother district attorney, who ficrvcd from lS(iGtol870, 
s tliat there are but few of the killings referred to by 
jlVtlls, of which hu has any knowledge, or ever heard of 
^Bfore. 

^ How Wells obtained his information can only be solved 

/ the supposition that he obtained none at all. He cer- 

aiqly never looked at the records of the county j and 

IJthongh he was here in De Kalb, protending to be waiting 

1 the Chisolni family, he talked with no one bat the chin. 

^e walkeil along the street, and no one paid any atten- 

^u to him ; and the writer has not found a single person 

"who formed his acquaintance, or of whom he asked a single 

qaeation. And it is apparent (hat he obtained only such 

inaigUt into affairs as was sufficient to aft'ord suggestions 

r his concoctions. I would like to dismiss bini entirely, 

I will do BO, at least, for awhile, and return to the career 

fW. W.ChisoIm. 

[ In the fall of 1869, as has been before mentioned, W. W. 
Iiisolm was appointed sheriff of Kemper County by J. F. 
Licorn, who had just been elected, by the negroes and New 
tuglanders, governor of Mississippi. In this i>osition he 
ttw his field of operations still expanded, and his oyijor- 
mtiesfor wreaking bin rengeaoco mote tttttv^exA wnftL ftasas 
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sivo. Ami ouo of his firat overt acta was, as might be 
expected, directed against the Gullys, as they seemed to be 
at this time the only obstacles to liis unbridled career. 

A man by tlio name of Iliggius had a fight with and 
killed another by the name of Floyd. Higgius was 
promptly arrested by the friends of the deceased, and as 
there was no snfflcient jail at that time at DeKalb, he was 
sent to Macon, the county seat of the adjoining County of 
Koxnbee, where lie remained in jail nntil Lis trial. When 
brought back for trial, there still being no safe jail, he was, 
as a matter of course, intrnstod to the hands of the sheriff 
and his officers. 

The friends of Floyd moved the court to have a guard 
placed over the prisoner, alleging that Chisolm would cer- 
tainly permit an escape, for the reason that Floyd was a 
relative of the Gullys. The judge refused to order the 
guard, upon the ground that it was the duty of the sheriS 
to summon sufficient strength to guard his prisoner. In- 
stead of that, however, he was aeut down to the residence 
of Ben Bush, who was Chisolm's deputy, and therea horse 
was furnished him belonging to the old Scotchman, McClel- 
lan (who will hereafter form a conspicuous figure in this 
work), upon which the prisoner Higgins made his escape, 
aided, abettetl and promotf d by Chisolm, Ihc sheriff of the 
county, and his deputy Bush, aud lor no other reason than 
that the person whom he had billed was a friend and rela- 
tive of the Gullys. 

It may not be improper, in this place, to revert to 
personal character of this man, Chisolm, and his famil; 
oso names have been flaunted in the face of the worh 
synonyms of virtue and purity. In regard to the an- 
cestors of Chisolm, who were Georgians, the writer has 
been able to learn but little. He has, however, been in- 
formed by a gentleman who was raised in the same neigh- 
borhood, who was a school mate of Chisolm, and who is 
now one of the most distinguished physicians in Mississippi 
that the Chisolm fandly wei-o low and obscui'c; aud a 
10 noble family of Mann's, whose TjedVgiee N*I«s\\a 
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traced npoii tlie early oaks of the forestsof Florida thronyli 
the wars of the Spanish settlements, and upon the wjills of 
Jforo Oastle, all their mighty deeds and heroic patriotism 
culminates in the character of John W. Mann, the father 
of Mrs. Glusolm, who, as the writer has been informtid by 
n gentleman who knew him well, and who now hohls a 
distinguished position in the judiciary department of Miss- 
issippi, was a man of low, mean instincts, and a perfect 
and worthless sot, ignorant and degraded in miml and 
morals. 

It is with regret that the writer feels the necessity of 
condescending to notice the character of obscure indivi- 
duals, cspecialls' of those who took no part directly in tlie 
transactions which form tlie main features of this work, but 
as the Chisolra biographer, "Wells, endeavors to set np a 
false character of the members of this family for the pur- 
pose of drawing false and invidious comparisons, and of 
giving plausibility to his false statements, it is deemed 
proper to introdtice, at least one cireitmstaHCo— one fact 
^^leyood all question — as an exposition of the trne character 
^Mf a family from which Wells draws the following iuspira- 

^^F " Whether the theoiy is correct or not, it is one of the ia- 
hereut elements of human conjecture to credit aud foster 
the belief that the strong characteristics which may, iu any, 
way, distinguish the conduct of individuals, are sure to 
mark and mould, m some degree, the fortunes of their 
lineal posterity. Perhaps the bold and venturesome spirit 
which characterized the lives of their family iu generations 
past, has hsul its influence in shaping the remarkable life 
and character of Emily Mann Chisolm." Of the bold aud 
adventurous spirit allnried to, we have only the vague 
statement of Wells ; but there is One adventure of a mem- 
ber of this family that bears the most solemn stamp that 
humanity has ever invented for the perpetnation of tnith. 
Before the time of her marriage Mrs. Emily OhiNolm was 
residing with her uiicle, Ifirani Maun, \n t\\e towcvQlljoiisa 
TsUe, the conatysciit of Winston t)ountj,Mi5S«s\.V\!^i* 
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of most of thft Snuthprn States immediately after tbe war, 
ntid the necessity for suuh an organization was as apparent 
as the fact of its existence, 

In many commnnities, and in some counties in Missis- 
sippi, there were ten blacks to one white person, ten iiogroes 
with savage iustiucts and brntal passions to one white 
man; and the former, jast emerged from the quarters of 
slavery, were incited to acta of revenge npoa the families 
of their former masters by tlie teachings of adveiiturera 
and vagabonds, whom they were fanght to regard as the 
anthers of their emancipation. Consequently, a state of 
aftiiirs was soon established in which neither life, virtue 
nor property could find safety Init from the fear of a sud- 
den and mysterious retribntion. 

It was this necessity that first gave rise to what has been 
known as the liu-ltlax-lilaii. That its operations were after- 
ward perverted, and that it in many instances was trans- 
formed into a political machine, does not by any means 
criminate its Origin or mflr tbe incalculable good which it 
was producing as the champion of virtue. 

The ku-klux mask will take its place in history by the 
side of the lance of chivalry, and it was the very mystery 
of its proceedings that rendered it so effective in the sup- 
pression of crime. Uut its tendency to become poliiical in 
its natnre, and a means of taking private revenge, was 
reprehensible ; and that it assumed this character in some 
instances in Kemper County, as well as in other places, is 
not to be denied. In consec[uence of this several negroes 
were killed, or snpposei! to have beeu killed, by moiiibcra 
of the klan in the State of Mississippi. 

But no sooner did the necessities which provoked the 
formation of the associations known as ku-klux-klans dis- 
appear, than the organizations themselves ceased to exist. 
They were the product of the fears engendered by the 
dangers which, after the war, enveloped Southern society, 
and penetrated to the very homes and nurseries of virtue 
aad wiincence. These dangers were much aggravated by 
■I/e preseace of a few white men oi iVegtaAiiA. liWtaatet, 
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fho being aa it weie, to tlie manner born, could do niorts to 
.citti and inttaine tbe naturally unbridled passiuus ut' tlio 
Ignorant and bestial negro than all tliti inllutiuces of tlio 
carpet baggers and tioUliers combined, at the mere su^ge^- 
tion of wlioso wishes lie would not besitate to violate every 
law of God and man. 

This association was a great obstruction in the way of 
the carpet bagger and scalawag. Tlioy abhorred it, and 
irarsued it with the utmost vigor and vengeance. Tiiis pur- 
suit, however, was confined to the path of slanderous and 
exaggerated leporta to the authorities of tlie Federal gov- 
ernment. And the radical party, which was now in jios- 
scssion of this, was sadly in need of 'reported. ontrages to 
enable it to adopt, and put in execution, the enforcement 
acts by which it hoped to acquire an indefinite lease of 
r. Consequently, the ears of the Noi'them jteople 
ever open, and the army ever obedient, to the call for 
active aid against the hated klau. 

It was in this way that Chisolm first endeavored to get 
rid of his exeraies in Kemper County, and to stiile the voico 
of all opposition toliisdiabolicalcareer. Itwaswell Iinown 
that it was through his instrumentality that a military gar- 
rison was stationed on the borders of Kemper County, at 
Xanderdale, and through his instrumentality that many in- 
nocent citizens were dragged from their homes and sub- 
jected to the>rigors of a military trial, but one of whoiu 
^ijras eonvictetl or found guilty of any offence. This con- 
lot on the part of Chisolm was doubtless the origin of 
lat hostility against him afterward, so unanimously mani- 
ited in the county. 

The proceedings of some of these trials have already 
in given in full. There was one poor follow, however, 
lO was sent by the military authorities to Little Koclc, 
ikansas, where ho was kept closely coniined for two years, 
loti a requisition was olitained from the governor, for 
and it was then found that there was not the slightest : 
il charge against him. And when tb\a YtVau '^iaiS. ^aOieA, 
'bca it was fonnd impossible to procara ftie \Hi\!V\.%Ci\s.- 
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ment of his enemies iu some distant military prison, or to 
drive tbem from tlio county by military raids — Ghisolm 
began to assemble around him what he usaally styled ^^his 
crowd." These were cliiefly Hopper, Gilmer, Hush, Hill- 
Bosenbaum, and the old Scotchman, McGlellan ; and to 
which number may bo added the name of Walter Riley. 
The parts enacted by Ilopper, Hill, Eush and liosenbaum, 
have already been partially given in connection with the 
killing of Sam Gully, the safe robbery and the assault on 
Williams. 
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At the fall election iu 1870, Alabania was redeemed from 
radical rule, and uo sooner bad the Democracy become tri- 
umphant in that State, and the consequent dispersion of tbe 
carpet baggers haU tal^en place, tban the border connties of 
Mississippi were tbe recipients of a large accession of negro 
population. The towns especially became places of refuge 
for hundreds of vagabonds and fugitives from justice. 
Among these Meridian seemed to be a favorite resort for 
this class of persons. At that period the authorities of 
the town were radicals, and generally of the very worst 
character. William Sturgis, the mayor, was a Korthern 
man, who consorted with negroes to such an extent as to 
cause him to lose the respect of even many of liis own 
class. He collected around him the most malignant char- 
acters of the two races, ami fanned the flames of race pre- 
judice and partisan anioiosity, until bo had succeeded in 
producing a bitter feeling between the two races, at least 
on the part of the negroes. And he never lost an oppor- 
tunity of manifesting in his oflScial capacity his own bitter- 
ness against the native white people. 

Among his clan was a man named Price, also a N^orthem 
man, and a teacher of a negro school. He came from Ala- 
bama, where he had officiated as a leader of the loyal 
leagues, and having acquired great influence over the ne- 
groes, he persuaded many of them to leave the farms on 
which they had contracted to labor, in Alabama, and go 
to Meridian. This was for the purpose of promoting his 
political schemes, and in this he had the full sympathy of 
the mayor, who desired an increase of the negro population 
for like purposes. This man was the high priest of the re- 
ligious features of radicalism. 

During this state of aflaira, and in the spring of 1871, 
a negro from Alabama, named Adam 'KenTiati, ■^^aA 
to Meridian and endeavored to carry back sooui ii«i£i:* 
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ivUo had iiiiiuiiloned the contracts msulc with tbtir cm- 
ployers. To efl'ect this, it ia said tliat lie reprcBcuted 
liiniaelf to bo a deputy sheriff. While operating among 
the negroes in piirsnauco of his missiou, he was tJikeu 
one nfght from the hoaae in which he waa lodging, and 
severely whipped by Price and others. He had known 
Price well in Alabama, and promptly recognizetl liim as the 
chief party to thia transaction, although he was disguised. 
The other parties were all negroes, with wliom he waa nu- 
acquainted. The ne:st moruing Kennard made couiplahit 
to the justice of the peace, and lodged an atlidarit against 
Price for a violation of the statute of Mississippi, enacted 
for the punishment of persons wearing disguises or perpe- 
trating any crime in disgnise. His back boro the marks of 
a severe castigation. 

Upon this afadavit Price waa arrested and platted under 
a bond of $200, to make his appearance lor examination, be- 
fore the same magistrate, on the ensuing Friday. On that 
day Kcuuarrt reLiirued from Alabama, bringing with 
him some fifteen or twenty ■white men, and two colored 
witnesses to attend this trial of Price. These men 
announced that they had come with Kennard and the two 
negro witnesaea, for the purpose of protecting them and 
of enabling them to testity ; that they were alhild the 
negroes of Meridian would mob them in consequence of 
their appearing as witnesses against Price. So exasper- 
ated were the feelings of the negroes on account of the 
arrest of Price, that the counsel for both the prosecntion 
and defence, in common with the whites generally, became 
alarmed lest serious difBculties between the two races 



might arise from his trial, and they mntnally agreed that 
the case should be postponed until the excitement sub- 
sided ; consequently, the case was continued one week, and 
the original bond of $200 for the appearance of Price was 
increased to the sum of $S0O, for his appearance on the day 
to which his case had been continued. At the next trial, 
in imj>ortarit witness being absent, the cause, at the re- 
tiest of the prosecution^ was contiuviL&d tUd aa'ao'a.i tuae^ 
tiJ tlio following week. 
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III the incantime Price, who associated eutiroly with 
e iiegroos anrt hail great influenee over them, coutioiied 
fan the Hames of prejudice, and to stir u^i feelings of ani- ] 
fnosity oil their part against the whites. His chief frieud 
nd coadjutor ia this matter was a negro named Warren 
^yler, a most nialignaut character, and wlio now became 
Jie coustant attendant and companion of Price. These two 
iiromcDaded the streets together, and opeuly dechircd that 
■ Price was sent to jail on Ma approaching trial, there 
Vrould be sliooting at once in the conrt room ; and Price 
' requested his attorneys to be on their guard and keep ont 
of the way, as lie did not wish to hurt them. The counsel 
to whom this warning was given conveyed it to the oppo- 

Ivite counsel. 
L So general was the feeling of alarm in consequence of 
&e threats and conduct of these parties and the gmni ap- 
pearance of the negroes generally, that some of the leading 
ItepuMicans advised Price to leave the town and forfeit his 
bond, anil this he ditl ; but it was also understood between 
the counsel that if ho did so, no further proceedings should 
bo had in the matter. In pursuance of this understanding, 
which, however, did not embrace the court, on the trial 
Y of the cause Price failed to appear, bat not so with Lis 
, Warren Tyler. He came insolently into court, armed 
1 pistols and with a club axe in his hand. He had also 
aide<l all the other occasions on which the case had 
n eontinned, and seemed to take extraordinary interest 
he conduct and issue of the proceedings. The negroes 
a very much incensed at the idea of Price leaving under 
Q circumstances, and low mutters of dissatisfaction and 
e throats were heard from snspicions and grum looking 
s collected in various portions of the town, 
e mayor of the town too, William Sturgis, did not at- 
mpt to conceal his displeasure at the loss of his friend, 
He continued assiduously aud by every means in 
B power to fan the flres of discontent, until he had suc- 
I ia aronaing the most bitter foeWngs ou ^^\ft ■^asX, qS. 
Me then applied to the go^eviiwiciQx^sAffiK'aii.. 
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troops to be quartered in tbe town. TLe troops were seut, 
wliieii liad tlie eflect of increasing the dangerous state of 
feeling botween tlio races. 

Upou this, a i»etitiou was signed Iiy a large number of 
citizens, including many leading Itepublicans, and dictated 
in tlie interest of peace and tlie welfare of the community, 
rec|uesting Sturgis to resign the mayoralty. Tliia he i»s- 
itively and petulantly refused to do. The petitioners then 
asked the governor to remove him from office in order to 
preserve iteace. 

At this Sturgis became very much enraged, and sent 
several leading negro politicians and personal friends to 
Jackson to see tbe governor and counteract the movement 
for his removal. In this they succeeded. 

The governor spumed the petition, and the negroes who 
had, in the interest of Sturgis, thwarted the eUorts of the 
citizens, returned to Meridian on Friday preceding the riot, 
bringing witUthemfrom Jackson, J. Aaron Moore, the noto- 
rious negro representative from that county and town in 
the legislature, who lei't his seat in order to participate in 
the triumph on tiio part of the mayor and his negro allies. 

On the next day, Satunlay the 4th of March, they called 
a negro meeting, which was largely attended, and from tlie 
early morning until the sun was low down the sky, the 
angry tones of their speakers resounded from the conrt 
house, while the whoops and howls of the excited audience 
fell with ominous tbrehodiugs upon the ears of the alarmed 
citizens. These speeches were said to he highly inflamma- 
tory and incendiary in their character, ])artieularly those of 
J. Aaron Moore, Warren Tyler and William Dennis, alitts 
Clopton, the imjHirt of whose speeches was that the negroes 
should immediately arm and protect themselves against the 
outrages perpetrated upon them, and which they charac- 
terized in terms most inflararaatory to the negro mind. 

Aaron Moore, in his speech, declared that Sodom and 
Gomorrah had been destroyed by tire, and if they did not 
ai/m/. Meridian would be burned up WV-ev^'isa. It was 
^ieatided before the coinmitteo of inveatiaa^Anw, tt-ygwrnteft. 
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ty tlie citizens, tliat Warrau Tyler declared in Lis speech, 
anion^ other iuflammatory expi'essions, that the negroes 
must stand by each other, and adopt the policy of tlie 
Indians — when one was killed, they must kill in i-etaliation. 

[any remarks of a similar character were laade during 

meeting. 
Among other circumstances which they invoked to in- 

;il a spirit of violence in the bosom of tiieir andience 

aa the I'ccent conduct of some white men from Alabama. 

'hese men, who came over with the negro Kciinard, to 
attend the trial of Price, had immediately, on their ar- 
rival at Meridian, arrested two or three negroes whom 
they recognized as criminals, who had committed lar- 
cenies and other crimes in Alabama, and who were fugi- 
tives from justice. These they bound and sent back to 
Alabama, Whether they did so upon the ground of con- 
tinned pursuit is not known. If not, their arrest, without 
anthority or requisition, wiis in violation of law, and 
highly reprehensible. Be that as it may, it gave these 
Ticions negro leaders and their white allies additional 
grounds upon which to found their incendiary appeals. 
This meeting continued until near sunset, and when it 
then adjourned, the negroes marched out upon the streets 
in military order, and with drums and iifes sounding, par- 
aded through the town armed with pistols and swords 
buckled around their bodies. This hostile display con- 
tinued nntil dark, when, smldenly, amid the din of their 
angry tramp, and breaking squads, was heard the cry of 

i'ire 1 " 

Xhe alarm, which seems not to have been altogether 
juespected, soon spread throughout the little city, and 
in the (lames were seen issuing from a little wooden 
building adjoining the store house of Stnrgis, the mayor, 
which soon involved the building. 

The white people hurried up from all parts of the town 

lil made every cftbrt to stay the conflagration, but it was 
iccable thnt bnt few of the blacks conW 'be mixxcai^i 
Moping baud, whicli was very madi eA Nssnawsj 
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with their known conduct on former occasions of this char- 
acter, wlien thoy had eheerfuily rendered the most efficient 
aid. And what was even luoio siispifious, as to the 
origin and purpoae of this iire, some of the white people, 
while on their way to the scene, and some, while engaged 
in endeavoring to extinguish the flames, were iired upon 
by unknown persons concealed beyond the lurid glare of 
the fames. And no sooner had th^ alarm of ilro been 
given, than some of tlie leailing negro politicians took 
every possible step to prevent the negroes from render- 
ing any assistance. Among them Billy Dennis, alias Clop- 
ton, played a conspicuous role. He placed himself in 
front of those blacks who seemed disposed to help, ex- 
claiming, with bitter oaths, that it was a white man's fire, 
and it was their property; let it burn. They iiave ruled 
hero long enough. That if they wanted war, let them have 
it; that now was as good a time as any. 

And then, after the block had been consumed, and 
the fire had been arrested, lie was heard to address a 
crowd of negroes who were standing on the street : " Why 
in the hell don't you go and get your arms; something to 
shoot with ? What in the hell are you standing here 
for ? I liave no secrets to keep. What I have to say I say 
openly and above board." He then turned away, several of 
the crowd following him, and began to fire his pistol, 
which ho did four or five times, exclaiming at the same 

time that, " If the G-d d d white people wanted wi 

let them come out! "We are as ready now as we will e' 
be." 

It is stated that there was a meeting of the Loyal League 
Club that night, and that the boll tapped at the same 
time that the cry of " Fire 1 " was raised. So abusive and 
riotous was Clopton'a conduct in endeavoring to incite the 
negroes to violence, and to prevent their assistance in the 
effort to cstingnisli the flames, that the sheriff hnally or- 
dered him to be arrested. 

During all this time large bodies of armed negroes were 
'attiug tliiTcTcnt parts of the town, ai\i\ ^\ift'Q iv^^iX. \Ss.ft 
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meaning of tliis demonstration, tliey promptly answered 
that they were e"'"g to tight the white people if they 
wanted to tight, and, iu the meantime, Irequent and 
iiiimeroHs leiiorts of fire arms were heard iu all parts of 
the town. The conflagration wiw not arrested until ono 
wliole blouk or square of the town was destroyed. 

On Monday raorniug the white people held a meeting to 
consult as to what measures were best to be taken to in- 
sure the safety of the town, to prevent any farther hostile 
demonstrations ou the part of the blacks, and if possible, 
to allay the bitter feeling engendered by the teachings of 
Stnrgis and Price. 

They appointed a committee of safety, the duty of which 
was to consult and co-operate with the officers of the 
county in the preservation of peace, to act under the ordcJS 
of the sheriff, or to furnish him with reliable and discreet 
men to aid him in re-establishing a stat-e of security. They 
also appointed a committee to wait on Uoveruor Alcorn, 
and ask the removal of Sturgis and other officers of the 
town aud county, whom they recognized as instigators of 
these difficulties, and they also appointed another com- 
mittee to investigate the causes and origin of the fire. 

This committee .proceeded to summon witnesses and take 
the testimony of persous of all politics and every color. 
As the result of a thorough investigation, they reported in 
substance: That the testimony all tended to cast the grav- 
est Euspicions upon the mayor, William Sturgis; that 
they were of the belief, and the testimony justified and 
forced the opinion, that he had procured the destruction of 
bis owu property iu oixier to reap tlfo insurance, and with 
a desire to destroy the town, so as, for political eflect, to 
cast odium upon tlio Demourats. 

Bo this as it may, on the night after the appointing of 
lliis committee of investigation, Sturgis fled from the city, 
:uid to which he lias never returned. ISut prior to hia 
leaving the town, aud on this same day, Monday, March 
(J, 1871, Aaron Moore, Billy Dennis alias C\ci\i\.oi\, waii. 
Worrea Tylei; nlio had been arrested on. tUeii'^^t o^ "Os^ 
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firo, were brougbt to tnal before Jadge Bramlette, of tho 
magistrate's court, charged with liotoua conduct and incen- 
diary laiigaago. 

During tliis trial, Sturgis occupied a seat adjacent to 
Wan-en Tyler, and, to all appearances, seemed to lie 
advising and counselling with him. He seemed to tiike 
]ieculiar interest in the tiiai; lie wrote questions in ;i 
blank boolt, and lian<kd the book to Tyler, who, in 
examining the witness (for lie managed hia own ease), 
would refer to this book when asking qnestions. From 
all this, and from the fact of his retiring witb Tyler 
at the time the latter returned into court armed, it may 
Tory properly be inferred that he furntslied Tyler with the 
pistol with which he killed Judge Bramlette. These pris- 
oners had all been promptly disarmed by the sheritF, and 
entered the court room in that state, but while the trial 
was going on, Sturgis (the mayor), together with Aaron 
Moore and Warre.H Tyler, suddenly left the court room, 
■which was unnsnal for prisoners to do unless accompanied 
by the sheriff or other ofBcer, and ou their return it was 
observed, by many who testified to the fact, that Tyler 
wore a pistol on hia person. This man was placed u|ion 
trial first, and during its progress James A. Brantley 
was placed upon the stand as witness on the part of the 
Stat«, and in his testimony he stated the language of a cou- 
versation that had taken place between him aud Tyler. 

On finishing his testimony, and wbile iu the act of retir- 
ing from the stand, immediately in frout of Tyler, the lat- 
ter arose from his scat, and, addressing Brantley in a de- 
fiant and insulting manner, ordered him to remain on the 
stand, as ho intende^l to introduce a witness to impeach his 
testimony. Upon tiiis Brantley picked up a stick belong- 
ing to the sheriff or marshal, and which was lying on the" 
table before liira, but the marshal took hold of him and 
wrenched the stick from his hands, still holding liiui, Tii 
the meantime Tyler moved toward the door, with his hau<i 
on his pistol, on reaching which, he tunutd, drew, and tiik- 
I'as: ilehberatc uim, shot Judge Bravn\eV\o Wtow^ W^Vftvul 
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Tyler's seat before lie left the court room. 

Tyler's scat after his return to the court room. 

Scat of Justice Bramletto. 

Seat of the city marshal. 

Position of witness BrantUy. 

Scat of J. Aaron Moore. 

Scat of Billy Dennis, alias Olopton. 

Position of Tyler when ho shot Judge Bramlctte. 

Colored people standing. 
Main entnmco to the court room, 
¥ Vemnda frow which Tyler leaped, and Dcnnia YTW ttoo^fm*;, 
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ivliile on tlie bench, and then rnnning throngli the sheriffs 
office, jumped ftom a veranda into the Htreet, and as Le ran 
across the street some one on the verauda from which li 
had leaped tired at an d wounded him in the back. lie was 
pursued and killed in a house across the street, in which lie 
had taken refuge. This fatal shot fired bj- Tyler wsis fol- 
lowed by a volley in the court room by which several other 
persons were shot down, among them Bill Dennis, aliai 
Clopton, who was soon afterward drugged out upon the 
veranda by some unkuown persons and tossed over on the 
sidewalk. He was taken up by order of the sheriflf and 
carried back to his office, where, duriug the uight, the 
wretch's throat was iuhnmanly cut by persons who over- 
liowered the deputy sheriff in charge of the office. During 
the night three other negroes wore arrested and placed in 
the sheriffs office. One of them had been wounded in the 
afternoon. These three men were taken out during the 
night by unknown parties, and were found dead on the 
next morning in a pine thicket on the edge of the town. 
There was a great mystery connected with these acts : not- 
withstanding that the citizens, who were indignant and 
Lorrifled at these circumstances, made every eftbrt to as- 
certain the actors, they have never, to this day, succeeded 
in arriving at auy satisfactory solution. 

The general supposition and belief is that the perpetra- 
tors of these horrible deeds were strangers, and that there 
was no person residing in Meridian who took any part in 
the transaction, or had any knowledge either of the per- 
sons who committed the acts or of the causes that prompted 
them. 

During the night there were other acts performed at 
which the citizens were indignant. Among these was tlio 
burning of the negro Baptist church, and also the burning 
of Aaron Moore's house. It is contended that if this burn- 
ing had been done by citizens of Meridian, that it would 
have been the Methodist church, as that was generally 
known to he the church of Aaron Moore and Price, and.- 
tlie scene of their iiiceudiary t6ac\ivng&, ■^'^^^ 
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Baptist church was known to be conducted in iv inucli ^H 
more orderly manner. Tliia Methodist ehurcli had long ^H 
been the seat of the loyal league, and the place where the ^H 
negroes held all of their political meetings, while the ^M 
Baptist church had no ivssociations connected with it at all ^| 
cjilculated to render it ott'ensivo to the citizens. The burn- 
ing of Moore's honae, no donbt, was done by persona 
goaded bydisappointmeut in their search lor Afiron Moore, 
■against whom the citizens were now greatly enraged, and ■ 
^^pbo had adroitly in;iiIo his escape from the conrt house H 
^Buring the confusion occasioned t>y the killing of Jndgo H 
^Brandette. ^B 

^B This officer, thongh a radical, was held in esteem by the ^M 
^nbite people, because of his inuft'ensiro disposition, and ^M 
^Tils apparent desire to do justice to all parties before his 
court, and because he kept himself aloof from the company 
of Sturgis and Price and their negro associates. It may 
be remarked also that Sturgis was at personal enmity with 
Bramlette, and he had nncceeded in stirring up the negroes 
against him to fiuoh an osteut that there was great com- 
plaint among them that Braniletto was siding too much 
with the white people. Sturgis hjid attempted, or at least 
threatened, to have Bramlette removed. And Judge 
Bramlette remarked, on the morning of the trial of these 
men, that he felt a roluctancy in sitting on the case, as ho 
was aware that they ha<l ill feeling toward him, and that 
ho knew them, particularly Warren T^ler, to be bad men. 
He stated before the trial, that he had atteutpted to ad- 
vise Tyler to go on peacefully and f|uictly, and to try to 
get along well with everybody, and not stir up any strife 
between the races; that Tyler became angry with him for 
it, and said that the next white man who advised him to 
do any such thing, he would slap in the uioulli. Judge 
Bramlette remarked, bel'orc ho went np there to hold 
conrt, that he did not lil;c to do it, Iwcanse Tyler was to bo 
there, and that he (Tyler) was mad with him. The result 

Kifled the jjre/Mouitions of the nul'ortm\«l,c maw. 
regaril to the cJiaractcr of tliis lUMV Si\.\w^\s, fe«a 
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lion. Robert Leacbmiiii, circuit judge of the sir^tli judi- 
cial district, a Republican and a resident of Meridian, 
and before whom a full iuvcBtigation was bad of the whole 
matter, testilies hiuisclf as follows: "Mr. Sturgis was tbe 
cause of the trouble to a great exteut. 1 have advised him 
frequently to run the niachine more moderately, aud not lo 
foment the feeling between the whites and bhieks. Had he 
lM!en a moderate man and a good adviser, this affitir newr 
wonid have occurred. He had not lost the contideDco of the 
colored people. 1 do not think there were any politics in 
this thing. I think that it arose out of the mere course of 
things. The white people believed that Storgis was 
fomenting the diaturbauce." 

The truth is, that this terrible affair was but another in- 
stance of the result of radical rule in Missi.'isippi, the fruit 
of ofBcial power lodged in corrupt and venal hands to bo 
prostituted to personal and political purposes. 

We will dismiss the painful subject after reverting to the 
version of this matter given by the eari>et bagger Wells. 
In the face of all testimony elicited before a radical judge, 
aud a radical committee appointed by a radical and c»r|>et 
bag legislature, that individnal, in referring to this matter, 
has the temerity to indulge in the following eulogy on the 
character of this partisan, degraded and infamous mayor, 
and that, too, without the least premise or foundation. 
He says : 

" It will be remembered that Sturgis was a good mayor, 
and in the thorough and important discharge of every 
duty pcrtainiug to his o£Qce, the best the town lias ever 
liad before or since. This fact, perhai»s, was the cause of 
greater hostility toward him than anything else; for, in 
the matter of making arrests, and in the treatment of all 
parties who came or were brought before him in his ofKcial 
capacity, he made no distinction on account of color or 
previous condition. But his integrity was so great, and his 
administration so thorough, that he had many friends and 
admirers, even among his greatest political enemies ; and 
K-Aea it waa found tliat bis life was to \)e f>aK,x&vyis\, la. fe« 
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came to Itia assistance by the way of remonstrating witU 
tlio mob, and promising that if Lis. life was spared, he 
alioiild leave tlie town and the State for all coming time. 
These terms were finally agreed upon, and under the escort 
of one hundred men, headed by R. L. Henderson, a brave 
and good citizen, he was taken to the train and permitted 
to depart." 

I will likewise dismiss this ludicrous encomium aa a flttiiifi 
rear guard to the troop of villauiea that form the chai-acti-r 
of William Sturgis, once mayor of Meridian. It may be 
remarked that the petition for the removal of this man, 
tendered to the governor by the eommittc* of safety, or- 
ganized on the day of the riot, was favorably received, and 
Governor Alcorn promptly' removed Sturgis and the other 
town officers, 

These events transpired more than seven years since, 
and from that time to the present, not a breath of dis- 
turbance has raffled the political calm. Upon thedepar- 
tore of Sturgis, the terrible eleuieuta he had gathei'ed 
around him were dispersed, and kindly feelings began to 
assume their natural sway between the races, which have 
been mutually fostered until now. It is almost inconceiv- 
able that such horrible scenes could ever have occurred 
in this quiet and prosperous little city. Yet, it has taken 
long years to redress the grievances indicted so long, and 
with such a high hand, by the corrupt radical officials oC 
the town anil county, in addition to the common cloud c 
over all by the maladmiulsttation of the State govcrumeut. 
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John P. Grilmer, whose career will form a striking; feataff | 
in the almost unparalleled panontma of criiiie, which will 
be hereafter niifoldetl in these pages, was, it stwms, n iiativii 
of Ileanl County, (joorgiii.- Ho possesseil a iniiid utterly 
destitute of evevy sentiment of virtue, and even of hnnmii- 
ity itself, when its esereiae was at all calculated to thniirt 
his plans or restrain the gratification of hia cupidity or re- 
veiifje; and, being conscions that his character deservcil 
the hatred and contempt of every white man and woman, 
Ida ferocious spirit waa constantly irritated hy the stings of 
depravity and guilt. Yet his biographer, Wells, says " that 
he moved in the first circles of the society where he li\-ed." 
If there ever was or is a first circle of white society in any 
Southern community in which this individual did or conhl 
liave moved, it surely must have been the lowest as well as 
the first circle. And to allege that he ever had any stand- 
ing in respectable society either at Seooba or Do Kalh, 
v^here fte lived, would, in the mouth of truth, bo indeed 
liuniiliating to many residents of those hamlets, liut if 
Wells considers mnlattoea and mongrels tho identifying 
elements of hia first circles of society, then, perhaps, he 
could claim both for himself and GHlmer the social status 
which he has assigned to tho latter; 

Human life was of no consequence in tho eyea of this man 
when in conflict with the gratification of his brutal pas- 
sions. So manifest and so well known was his disi>ositinn 
in this respect, that tho writer has often heard the expres- 
sion used by men of the most moderate views and calmest 
■ judgment, that " Gilmer would no more mind killing a man 
H than he would a dog, in order to effect Lis purpose." 
^^ Being imbned with every sentiment and qualification re- 

^K quisite for tho performance of the part he was destined to 
^H play In the dark drama, be never a\ntkoi a.v\3^ rote that was 
^K ass/ffned bim. 
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These cliaracteristica were sooa discovered by Chisoliu, 
who appeared to possess, iu an emiueot degree, a capacity 
ibr making Biich a selectiou of Lis allies sis best suited 
Lis designs. And, consequeDtly, no sooner was lie ap- 
j»oiut«d sLeriir, in 1869, than Le made Gilmer Lis deputy, 
who now took itp liis abode at Chisolm's residence, which, 
from this time, became the headquarters of the elan that 
wrote the names of its victims iu letters of blood along the 
lllighways and unfrequented paths of the assassin. 
^ About this time occurred the first act of this drama of 
assassination on which the cnrtaiu will be raised iu the 
proper order of the scenes. 

Joshua H. Ball was the name of a youu^ man who had 
beeu born and raised in the western part of liemper County. 
His parents were poor but highly respected, and young 
Hall early manifested a -warmth of heart and vigor of 
character that gained him many friends in his youth, 
boy at an early age became an orphan, and was 
iTOWu eatircly upon liis own resources for a livelihood. 
Eat his manly bearing, frankness and industry, had attract- 
ed the notice of Mr. Phil Gully, then sheiilf of the county, 
and ho at once offered yonng Ball a home, and gave him 
employment about Lis farm. Here he followed the jilough- 
afaare until the war came on, when youiig Ball, impelled by 
liis ardent uature, was one of the first young men of this 
county who exchanged tlio plough handle for the sword. 
He enlisted for the war, and was known and esteemed by 
liis comrades as a high toued, brave and honorable boy. 

That he was a model of a soldier is fully attested by mauy 

living comrades in the County of Kemi)er. At the close of 

tUo war, young Ball, with the memory of the lost cause 

engraved deep in his heart, returned to Lis old home, where 

soon married a young lady of more than ordinary at- 

;tion and traits of character, but like himself, ix>or. 

^■nd it was now that young Ball again found himself 

ifi'eting the billows of poverty, and his "noble rage" was 

lied by the penury that spread umvcTsaW^ ONt-c ft\Bi 

rtbf and drove luiiny a promiisiii^ yoau^ vtvaw txiivo. Vlvv.'a 
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qiiiot attics of liis paternal roof to tlic deua of (tissipa- 
tiou. 

Yooiig Call soon Lccanie a vicitlm to stioiig driuk, which, 
Iciudling all tlie uatui^al fires of bin iiaturt!, reudered him, 
while midor its iiitlaeticc, i>ecuUarly prone to scenes of ex- 
citement, and liable to rash into difficulties. Yet he was 
beloved by bis friends as a man of great natural amiability 
of chaxacter. 

He was a most uncom promising Democrat, and, on that 
account, early incurred tlio hostility of the Chisolm clan. 
He was one of tJie first men whom Chisolm reported to the 
military authorities as a ku-klux, and upon which Ball was 
mrestod and carried before a military commissiou at Laud- 
erdale Springs, where, although there w as no sulEcieii t evi- 
dence against him, or any, other than his open aud out- 
spoken opinions, through the unrelenting persecution and 
powerful inliueuce of Chisolm aud his "ciowd"' with the 
military authorities, Ball was subjected to imprisonment 
and to treatment of great rigor. He finally, liowever, 
escaped from the bauds of his enemies and returned to his 
home. He was well luiown to bo a man of true courage, 
and to possess but little of the spirit of the braggadocio. 

Soon after bis escape from the military authorities, be 
accidently met Chisolm in the road, amidst a swamp. 
They were alone, and Ball being fully apprised of the 
heartless author of his troubles, attacked Chisolm, 
charging him with having reported him to the military, 
and expressing his intention of having satisfaction then 
aud there. Cliisohn, with all his braggart bullyism, quailed 
before the solitary eye of the man whom be had so grossly 
injured. Ho denied that he ever reported Ball, and was 
sufl'ered to iiass, in a crouching manner, without tlio in- 
tended chastisement which he, no doubt, fully merited. 

From this time Chisolm was afraid of Ball. Ball him- 
self frequently narrated the above incident. And that it 
was true to the letter would be readily vouched by all who 
were familiar with the characters of the two men. And 
mtia£ Clu'solui hud u hand cither ditect\5 ov iaduwiUy in the 
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(leatli of Ball, is certainly not incompatible with tbi? cir- 
ciimsfauccs of that event, but, on tlio oilier hand, forms 
witJi them a stispicious conyrnity. These were as follows : 
Not long after the meeting in the swam|), and at tlie still 
hour of midnight, while Ball was in Lis bed asleep with bis 
veiftt, a crowd of armed men surrounded liisbonse, and with 
shots and savage yells, closed in on all sides upon their 
startled au<l helpless victim. Bo soon as Ball became fully 
ivrotised from his slumbers, and aware of bis situation, leap- 
ing from his window, be attorapted to make good bis escape 
to a neighboring thicket ; but his alert assassins diseoveiBd 
bis retreat, and bo was shot and mortally wounded, from 
Ibe efl'ects of wbicli he died iu a few d;tj'R, hut not nntil he 
had made bi^ family and attendants fully understand who 
were the mniderers — Ibe vague Khadows of wliom loft 
their dim outlines upon bis glazed eyes. HLs dying declar- 
ations made to his wife and others now living in Kemper 
County, left no doubt as to tiu! idenlllioatiou of tbo mur- 
derers, for 

" The tongues of dying idoii enforce iittcution. 
Whea worda are scarce, tliey are rarely spent in yiiin. 
TliQy bi'eaLliB tho truCli wlin breatLo their words in pain,'' 

He said, in substance: "That, at first, be thought bla 
assailants were Fei.lcral soldiers who liad come to arrest 
bim again, and be determined lo make his escape if possi- 
ble, and ran down a short hill into a dense thicket of small 
pines, bnt when the murderers discovered hi.s retreat they 
pursue*! him, at the same time crying out, ' Here ho goes, 
bead him,' upon which he recognized tho voice of BUI 
Olark and other negroes ; and not tearing that be would be 
hart by them, bo tamed and walked back up the bill facing 
tbera, and when he bad approached within a short distance, 
Clark cried out: 'Turn loose I Turn loose]' and immedi- 
ately he and George Cole, both negroes, fired, Clark's 
shot taking effect in bis shoulder, breast and bowels " 

Upon the faith of these dying declarations, and the at- 
tending circumstances, two negroes, uamed Tea\«cX.w*5i's 
4UU.Cfe^i aad Jaliaa tfrifiiu — Geo. Ooltj \iii\iu£ ■vcB.^ft \aa 
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escape — were arrested and placed in tbe hands of W. W. 
Chisoliu, who was then sheriff of Kemper County. 

Eat it was not luiTioticed by many that the death anil 
burial of poor Ball, which, otherwise, seemed to awaken 
universal sorrow, alarm and indignation throughout tliu 
county, seemed to cast a feature of peculiar placidueas over 
the countenances of the Chiaolm clan. 

And yet the slanderer Wells had stuck hia tariiishinfr 
moral even at the point of this hlnut circumstance. lie 
alleges that this killing occurred near Phil Gnily's bouse, 
and that Chisolm^s friends, at that time, as to-day, assert 
that Phil Gully planned Ball's murder, and every other 
murder committed by the clan. 

The impudence that could have suggested such an Imputa- 
tion is almost inconceivable; that Phil Gully, whose charity 
had for years afforded this poor orphan a home, who had 
raised him with all the tenderness of paternal affection, and 
which was reciprocated by this boy to the extent of filial 
devotion, should Lave " planned his murtUtr" by a crowd of 
armed negroes, at the dead hour of midnight, while asleep 
in the arms of a fond wife, and for no assignable reason, is 
80 preposterous that it cannot fail to excite the feelings of 
indignation and scorn in the mind of every reasonable man, 
and surely will have the further effect of bringing tbe sus- 
picion of guilt upon the heads of those whom its concoction 
was intended to shield. 

But let us see to whom the facts also guide the finger of 
suspicion. These two negroes wore arrested upon the affi- 
davit of Phil G-ully, grounded iipoii tho dying declarations 
of Ball. One of them, Bill Chirk, who, svs Ball declared, 
fired the fatal shot, was soon permitted by Ohisolm to 
make good his escape, and was heard of no more. The 
other, Julius Griffin, against whom there was no positive 
testimony, arising from the declarations of Ball, was 
retained in custody, and finally brought to trial and acquit- 
ted. Thereupon W. W. Chiaolm established this negro in 
» confection bu.siiu'sa In the village of Do Kalb. The negro, 
I^jb9 saidf had uoC a dollar, and it is a\»> aaiv>i \>&3Ai C\i\£k^&^ 
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helped to pay liia fees to Lis attorneys. He ftirtberrnoro 
gave bim a residence on the back portion of liia lot, on 
whicli stood his office,- in De Xalb. 

Surely, the permitting of the escape of the negro npon 
whom the mnrder was fixed by the dying declarations of ' 
the murdered man, and the sndden nnmeasured patronage 
bestowed npon the other, whose defence he had aided, 
while sheriff and peace officer of the comity, viewed iti ] 
connection with the affair in the swamp, would Justify Chis- 1 
olm's biographer in making some eflbrt to parry the arrows j 
of suspicion from the head of his martyr ! bnt the misfor- 
tune in the matter lies in the effort to shift it to the sbonl' 'i 
ders of a Gully. I 

The weight of prejudice which he has sought to heap 
upon the shoulders of this family leaves little room, appar- 
ently, for the lodgeraentof anything else. And even at this 
time it began to be evident that no crime committed upon 
a Gully, or the friend of a Gully, could obtain any retribu- 
tive response from the law in Kemper County. 

Rush, who had murdered Sam Gully, had been acquitted ' 
even of manslaughter by a jury of negroes, whom (Jhisolm 
had evidently procured to be packed lor the purpose, 
Higgins, who had killed Floyd, the cousin of Phil Gully, 
bad been i»ermitted to make his escape npon the Itorse of 
the old Scotchman, prepared for him. 

McBea had gone to his final account without having 
exi>erienced a possibility of a bill being found against him 
for his deadly assault upon John W. Gully, and now a negro 
who had killed young Ball, the foster child of Philip Gully, 
vaa permitted to escape, and anotlier, charged with the 
same crime, taken under the protecting eyes of the peace 
officer of the county. ' 

The negro, Julius Griffin, declared while in jail, that if he' I 
was hurt for this matter, Chisolm was not the man he 
promised to be. *i 

It floeras to have been the constant aim of Uhisolui to , 
L impress the infinify oF his influence, and t\\ft \^«.^.AMiwi «* 
JdtM.^fWB'er Ja all the g'ovei-uiucot ok t\iu &t&Vc, u'^w \^ 
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iniiida of the negroes. Tliia lie succeetled in accoraplisU- 
iiig to sucli an nxteiit that tlie iionroes of Kemper Couiity 
believcd Lira to be iTiibiied with power buliicieut to accom- 
plisli ftiiytliins lie wi«lieil. Tliuy looked upou Iiim as hmtg 
butlittlo less tlian n ixod. 

It wa3 tliia divzKliii^ appoaranco of itoteiicy wliicli iio 
knew so well liow to esliibit on »11 occasions, and to the 
best adviintafio, that enabled hiiu to wield, without a 
foreign or native rival, the m&^t despoiic control in liia 
county of all the radical leaders and offteials in the State. 

The following circuuLttance is an instance of tho inaiii- 
I'estiition of bis iuflnence : On the Ititt day of May, 1871, 
while Cliisolm was sheriff, one W. It. Bethany, a constalrie 
of the county, and a radical, proceeded to the residence of 
his sister, one Siirah Sellers, in bis ofiBcial capacity, to 
levy upon some property, in pursuance of a writ of execu- 
tion against this woman or her property, and there lived 
■with her at this time, and in her employment a negro, by 
the name of George Sansnni, with whom it was tbought 
she lived in illicit I'ebitions. 

This negro shot and killed Gothany from a ivindow of 
the Loose of this woman, n» he was entering the gate 
■with Ms writ. The negro was tried before a jury, com- 
posed of seven negi-oes am! iivo white men, and ■was 
fairly and properly convicted of murder. There was no 
palliatiiig o.irciimstan<:D whatever, and the conrt passed 
sentence of death upon the prisoner. Whereupon Uhisolm, 
with no other puri)oso than to give to the negroes a fresh 
exhibition of his power, sent up to Adelbert Ames, then 
governor of Mississippi, first a petition for the commuta- 
tion of the sentence of death to that of imprisonment for 
life in the State penitentiary. Upou obtaining the object 
of this petition, ho sent up another asking for a full par- 
don of Sausum, which he likewise procured. And through 
his further efforts and iutiueuce Sansnm was taken into 
the private employment of the governor, either as hotly i 
'SDt or body guAvd, which position ho held up toti ~ 
Ajues ded tiio State. 
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There had beeu no feelings of uufiiendliuess betweea 
Chifiolm aad the Bethatiys, and no relations other thaa 
political between him and the negro. His purpose in the 
ina'ter was very apparent, and it is not to be woadered at 
that the negroes of Kemper followed him with a blind 
derotioa akia almost to adoration. 

In this instance they saw him firat snatch one of their 
immber from the gallows, to which bo had been sentenced 
with all the sanctity and formalities of law, and place him 
sate and sound in the penitentiary. They nest saw him, 
in quick succession, take liim out of the penitentiary, 
whose doors had apparently closed on him for life, and 
place him in uuitbrHi and in waiting at the doora of the 
governor's palace, where his striped trousera were ex- 
changed for the gaudy livery of a yovenior's waitman. 

Bat if he was enableil to jiresent to their wondering 
eyes such exhibitions of bis influence at tbe State capicol, 
its manifcstatious were no less striking in Kemper County, 
Ttfhere they AAvf men charged with the highest crimes, and 
of which they knew them to be guilty, go scot free at tbe 
smack of Chisolm's fingers ; and Anally, they began t« sec, 
what to them waa still more striking, the mangled bodies 
of those who opposed his course lying in the highways 
riddled with the ballets of the assassin. 

The exorcise of this unlimited control over the minds of 
the negroes, to the ruin of the whites, seemed to be the 
cnloiiiiation of his ambition. 

Under these ciroumstances it is not surprising to find 
that ho held tlie entire negro ballot in his hands. Nor is it 
a wonder that the ends of i)ublic justice were invariably 
dcfojitetl whenever it was the wish of this man that they 
should bo. In reference to this feature of his career his 
biographer indulges in the following remarks : 

"Guided by the firm hand and nnoonquerable will of one 
man, the County of Kemper, for a succession of years, has 
slonti the tide of hatred engendered by secession and 
niirsetl by the overthrow of the 'divine uiaWlwtivow; Wl\C!i 
Uip-Mwil itUii'^tJou ol' tUo Into slave lo uiUzca)i\iv\t uixi^ u^^\:a^. 
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rights under the law, and that stronghold of ' radicalism ' 
become an object of epecial attention by the white line 
Deoiocracy all over the State." 

It may be observed that, as that author can never finish 
one of his killings without the ghost of a Gully, so he can- 
not allege a political fact without the use of such stereo- 
typed expressions as " tide of hatred," " secession nursed," 
"divine institution," "white line Democracy," "intimida- 
tion," " fraud," " violence ;" and it is difficult to sec for 
what purpose he so flippantly flaunts these phrasea, other 
than that of concealing under the wings of abuse the 
falsity of his statementa. 

But if Wells endeavors to hide the tracks of his menda- 
city, like the thief who stole the oxen of Hercules, so did 
Chisolm and his "crowd" strive to leave no tracks of their 
villauies npon the ofttcial tablets of the county. 

The author Las not been able to discover any final record 
of the courts of Keuiper County, coveriug a period of five 
years, extending: ffom the fall of 186G to the fall of 1S71. 

During this time there were two persons who tilled tlie 
position of clerk of the circuit court. One, who was a car- 
pet bagger, was appoinletl by the military authorities ; the 
other, who was also a radical, was appointed by Ames. 

In regard to final records, the General Code of Missis- 
sippi contained the following requirement, article 24, page 
481 : Within three mouths after the final determination of 
any suit, or, if an appeal or writ of error shall have been 
taken, then within three months after receiving a certificate 
of the affirmance of the judgment, the clerk shall enter, 
ill well bound books to be kept for the puri>ose, a full 
and complete record of all the proceedings in such suit; 
and, on failure to do so, such clerk, on such failure being 
notified to the court, may be fined twenty dollars for each 
case in which he shall have failed to make up such final 
record, and he shall also be liable in damages to any party 
injured. 
\ Yet, nofiTJthstanding this severely sanctioned provision 
jP^ the stata te, the author has not \)&&u a.\>\fi lo 'im^ ^ ^^^;^ 
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final record of tho court over the signature of either of 
tbese clerks during the whole time of their respective ser- 
vices, which covered a space of five years. i 

But, when it is taken into coosideratioii that, during thia 
time, the jndge, sheriff, and every other ofBcer of the 
county were members of the same party and clan, such 
malfeasance need not occasion any surprise. 

All this was well known to tlie members of tho bar who 
in this court, and to others, but they fott and knew 
'lliat it would be utterly useless to bring the matter up, 

They saw so many crimes passed by without the posai- 
bilily of punishment, that they had no heart to become 
prosecutors or informers in what seemed comparatively in- 
nocent matters ; besides, there was naturally a disposition 
to avoid the useless aggravation of those who possessed 
the power of doing thera so much injury. 

In the summer of 1870, John P. Gilmer, whoso character 
has already been partially delineated, began his career 
■with hiB participation in tho killing of Ilal Dawson, at 
Seooba. Dawson was quite a youth, just entering the 
threshold of ntanhood. Ho was bom and reared in the 
County of Kemper, ami only a few miles from Seooba. He 
was of a good familj'; on his mother's side he was de- 
nded from tho Winstoos, of Alabama, of which family 

ivenior J. Anthony Winston was a jtrominent represen- 

ttive, and the uncle of Dawson. He was also a relative of 
Governor Pottnce, of Mississippi. On his father's side" lie 
was connect-ed with some of the best families of Kemper 
Cownty. 

His father was for many years one of the most prominent 
and highly respected physicians in the county. 

Young Dawson was of a warm and veliement disposition, 

id Wtts much beloved by his irienda. He had but one fault, 

id one very common witli young men of his ardent temper- 

[^inent. He had a'ye.ir or two previous to his death fallen 

into tho habit of indulging occasionally too mueh in stroup; 

drink, yet his natnral good natnre asaerteiV \tefe\t tNtw 

wJiHe Lis mind iras ciouded with the iumea Qi\\^v«5t.,a»'V 
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whatever wildaesa or iraprntleiico of speech or action] 

might indulge, while iiitoxiciiteil, there was no one who 
Lad any feara that he woaltl commit any crime. 

It waa on oiie of these well known blustoriug bat inno- 
cent occasions that ho met with .1 Ibid death. 

There was in Scoobn, at this timu, a man by the name of 
Davis, who waa a itiomber of the iJoanl of Registratiou, 
which was then holding its soasiuii in the back room of Gil- 
mer's store. Davis was likuwiae a native of the county, 
aud had kuowii Dawsou from boyhood, and on the occnsioti 
in question, Dawson, being under the iufluenco of liquor, 
and in one of his harmless biusterings against the radicals, 
went down the street to Giluier'a store, saying to some per- 
sons whom lie iiassed that ho wanted to see the registrar, 
Davis. 

On arriving at the door, Gilmer walked ont npou the 
steps, and askexl him if ho wished to see him, and if he had 
anything against him. Dawsou replied, "No; I have noth- 
ing against you, Gilmer. I want to see Davis." Upon this 
Gilmer st«ppQd ont upon the street, remarking to Dawsou: 
"There ho is iu there; see him if you wish." Dawson 
then enteretT the door, at the same time having his hand ou 
his pistol. No sooner had ho entered when Davis, who was 
standing behind the counter a few feet to the right of the 
door with a double barrel gun in his hand, fired at Daw- 
son, the contents of the gun — a load of buckshot — passing 
tbrongh his body. Dawsou immediately sank npou Ids 
knees iu a dj'ing condition and rested liis head iipOQ tho 
steps. Then Gilmer, who was standing some t«n or tifteeu 
feet distant, deliberately advanced, and placing his pistol 
against the head of the dying man, shot two balls 
through it. 

These facts were obtiuned from eye witnesses, one of 
whom is a very intelligent lady, an old friend of the wi'iter 
and the wife of a popular and proTuiaiifg young lawyer of 
De Kalb. This lady happened to be sittiug in a buggy 1 
fall view of the scene, and hec deseiiptlou of it mayjT 
ied npoR ffitli gospel certainty. 
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r Gilmer and Davis were both arrested immediately by tlie 
town constable, but by some means procured tliemselvea 
to be carried to De Kalb, instead of before the town author- 
ities of Scooba or the magistrate of that beat. The object 
of this was to reach the hands of their fiiend Gbisolm, then 
sheriff of the county, in which they were certain to fare in 
every respect to their i^d vantage. 

Tbis act of carrying criminals to a distant beat to be tried, 
fer away from the evidences of their gnilt, was such a shock- 
ing violation of law, and so apparent an attempt to bufllo 
the pnrsuit of jastice, that on the next day several citizens 
of Scooba proceeded to De Kalb ami demanded that tho 
prisoners be returned to Scooba and tried before the in- 
vestigating court of the mayor of the town, or tho justice 
of the beat. Bnt the criminals and their friends well knew 
that if this was done, that they would be committed to jail 
without bail to await the action of the grand jury, as the 
crime with which they were charged, and the attending 
ciroumBtaiiceB, would, under the existing law, render tlia 
offence unbailable. Besides, the mayor of Scooba and the 
justice of the beat, although the latter was a radical, were 
not men likely to turn a totally deaf ear to law and justice. 

To this demand of the citizens, tho sheriff, W. W. Ohisolm, 
positively refused compliance, alleging that as they were in 
bis hands he had the right to retain and protect tbem. 
XTpou this they were brought before a radical justice court 
at De Kalb, distant from and out of the rea«h of much of 
the evidence of their guilt. Yet, notwithstanding the in- 
fluence of their friend Ohisolm, and its active exercise in 
theii- behalf, they were put under bonds of $3,000 each to 
apjiear and answer to any indictment that might be pre- 
sented against thorn in this matter, at tho next term of tho 
circuit court of the county. This bond was procured for 
them by Chisolni, aud they were released. But it became 
evident long before the meeting of the cii'cuit court, and 
the impanelling of the grand jury for that term, that a jury 
woidd be assembled whose selection hadbceu maift toi: Va^ 
parjMse of prerenting tUo lindiug of a bill oi Vii>Xv«i\jVQ»iM,\) 
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against Gilmer atid I>av*js. Thia eonld be easily effected, 
inasirmch as the members of the board of police for tlie 
years 1869 and 187(i were all radicals, and mere jmpiiots of 
the sheriff, CUisolm. Upon this board devolved tlie duty 
of eelectiog tlie gi-aud jurors for the eusniug term of tUo 
court 

The follomng are the names of the jurara thus chosen 
for thia occasion, together \vith the well known i)olitics^^ 
each : 

Thos. W. Adams KadicaL 

JAS. A. Burton Democrat. ' 

Peter E. Spinks J>emocrat. ' 

William Dees Democrat. ^ 

T. H. Morton Democrat. T 

J. J. TiNSLET Democrat. 1 

J. C. ClARPEKTBR Democrat, j 

C. r. Chanbt Badical. 

Geo. llOBiKSON liadica,!. 

Tugs. Ore lliidical. 

Henry Geeer lladioal, 

James Welsh Ivadical. 

KiRBcn WBLsn ItudituU. 

Chas. NicnoLS llaUicul. 

IlENHY KxiMSEY Eadical. 

Thns it will be seen that this grand jury was t 
of nine radicals, and, as the author is informed, the very- 
worst in the county, and six Democrats. 

This jury refused to indict either of the parties to thia 
diabolical murder. 

It is plain that whatever justiUcation or palliation might 
have been adduced on the part of Davis, there was not the 
slightest excuse for the conduct of Gilmer. lie had met 
Dawson at his door, and, in an iusultiiig manner and atti- 
tude, challenged him with the in()tiiry : " Do you wish to 
seemed Have you anything against me i" "No," replied 
J?awson ; " I have nothing against you," and in three min- 
uses a/ter iie advances upon. Dawson, !Atiii'\ia\iai.^aaKa.\ft 



tlie ground in a tlyinj: cOTidition, and placiug the. muzzle of 
tho pistol against Mie head of the dyings manj shoots two 
bulieta through his bra,iii, and the people of Kempec 
county bad the mortification and tho pullwice to see this 
boi-rihle crime pass by unpunished and unrcpi'o\ed 1 

Nor was this all. Their fears were also aroused aa to 
who would be the next unavenged victim of such lawlcsa 
impunity, and it is no wonder that it occasioned throufih- 
out tlie county a leeling of intense indignation aa well aa , 
alarm. 

It will be proper, perhaps, to mention, in this connec- 
tion, tho fact that young Dawson was a near relative of 
Judge Dillai'dj who was a prominent and influential citi- 
zen of the adjoiuing County of Sumter, in the State of 
Alabama, which fact, if borne in mind, will explain other 
circumstances mentioned hereafter. 

Tho hostile feeling produced against the clan, as it now 
plainly mauifested itself to be, in the minds of tho people 
of Kemjier, the patience tliey exercised, and the im- 
pudent indifference- with which tlieso men viewed their 
bloody work, may be gathered from the admissions and 
evasions of GDmer, in his testimony before tlie committee 
of Congress, to inquire about the free exercise of tho elec- 
tive franchise iu Mississippi, at Washington, in January, 
1877. 

Q. By Mr. iftlouey — About 1S75, what was the condition 
of political affairs in your county? In whose bands was 
the coiinty at that time, and who was responsible for tho 
condition of things there — I mean up to the election in 
1876? 

A. The county officers were Republicans. 

Q. And they had succeeded in koeinng the county iu 
lawful state all the time ? 

A There was no outbreak or anything of the sort. 

Q. The laws were strictly complied with and enforced? 

A. As much so as in other counties in tho State. 

Q. Did yon not kill a man at Scooba tiiat ■seot^ 
^ ^o, air. 
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Q. Did you in 18T6 1 

A. Wo, sir. 

Q. IiilS74! 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever kill a man at Scooba ! 

A. I presume I know what you are driving at. 

Q. That is what I want to got at. 

A. It was in 1S71. 

Q. The county was then in tho hands of tbo Kepublicana 
and Judge Chisolm was the sheriff? 

A. Tc8, sir. 

Q. "VVero you over indicted for that tilling 7 

A. 1^0, sir. There liave been some twelve or fifteen 
grand juries since, both of Democrats and Bepnblicans. 

Q. You Tvero never indicted I 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did not a great deal of bitter feeling arise out of 
the circumstance of that killing, ou the part of the white 
people, toward you and toward Judge Chisolm, entirely 
independent of politics ? 

A. I do not see why there should be any feeling 
against Judge Chisolm. There was a feeling as between 
me and some of this party's relations, and I did not 8X>eak 
■with most of them 

Q. Was not that extensively used against yon in the 
county I Was there not a great deal of feeling gotten up 
against you and against Judge Chisolm, who was held re- 
sponsible for the management of the affairs of that county, 
he being the sheriff! 

A, I do not know whether tliat was the cause of it or 
not. A good many Democrats told me this party ought to 
hare been killed, and tliat I was justifiable iu doing it, 
and that if I would go with the Democratic party it would 
be all right. 

Q. Give me the name of some Democrat who told you 
that. 
A. Idialike to give yon the name of svn^ ma.w'sVvo wouhl 
J2i^? -^'ii ti^P-P^^i^ ousbttobaye'Vwen^i^A^^^^^^ 
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r Q. I do not want yon to give that, bnt give the name of 
a Democrat who said that if you would go with the Demo- ! 
crata it would be all right. I 

A. I do not know that I can exactly recall any par- ' 
f icular name just uow — I might if you would give me a lit,- 
tle time to thiulc over it. But there may have been a hun- 
dred who told me bo. 
I Q. And you cannot recollect one of the hundred ? I 

B A. Perhaps I can if it is necessary. i 

r Q. I should like to have the names if you can give them, i 
Take time and think of it. | 

A. Well, air, I do not believe there is a Democrat in j 
Scooba but what has talked to mo and told me if I would I 
go with tlie Democratic party it would be all right. 

Q. I mean on account of this killing. That is what wo 
are talking about. 

A. Perhaps I do not understand jour question. 

Q. I ask you if a great deal of this bitterness, which you j 
complain of toward yourself and Judge Cbisolm, did not i 
arise out of the killing of a Sir, Dawson by you at Scooba, 
and your proteetiou by Juflge Chisolm, who was sherilf 
of the county at that time, and the fact that there was no 
indictment ibnnd against you at all T 

A. No, sir ; I do not think any such feeling exists, from , 
the very fact tliat the Democrats have had the grand jury i 
their own way ever since, and I have not been indicted, J 
and from the fiict that we are mighty friendly in our bnsi- j 
ness relations. 

Q. Have the Democrats had possession of the grand 1 
jury since 18711 

A, They have it now. 

Q. Is it true that they have lia<l it since that time 1 , 

kA^'So, sir; but they have had the last two grand 
Ties. 
Q. This last year ! 

A. Tes, sir. j 

Q. Is not that olJeuco b;irrcd by tb« sfaxtato ot \\vtt\\ar I 
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A. I liardly Uiiuk eo ; I do not tUiuk murder ia barred. 

Q. It was murder then, waa it ! 

A. If it could be made out murder ; I do not know what 
kind of an indictiueut they might get ; tbey might make it 
murder, or they inigiit make it manslaughter ; I do not 
think any capital oflence of that hind is barred. 

Q. But the Btatiite itaeif wiped out the ofleiice. The 
fact was that that county was in the hands of Republicans, 
and under the administration of Judge Cliisolm, and yon 
were not indicted for this ofteiice — call it murder, man- 
slaughter, or whatever you please? 

A. Yes, sir ; so far as county officers are concerned ; the 
board of supervisors io IVIississippi appoint the grand 
jury. 

It would be difdcalt to surpass the indifference and non- 
chalance manifested in this testimony, but not at all diffi- 
cult to draw from it the true character of the witness. 
The statute referred to by Mr, Money is as follows : 

An act to amend the rules of practice and procedure 
in criminal cases in this State. 

Section 8. Be it further enacted, That all prosecutions 
for criminal offences heretofore committed, shall be com- 
menced within two years after the commission thereof, and 
not after : 

Provided, This section shall not apply to any case in 
which the offender shall have fled from the State, 

Section 9. Be it furHier enacted, That in nil cases where 
any person has heretofore given bail or security on recog- 
nizance for the appearance of any other i>erson, whether 
said bail bouds are now pending in the several courts to 
which they are made returnable, or whether such bonds 
have been forfeited, and proceedings thereon have been 
justituted, such bonds are hereby declared to be void and 
of no effect, and such proceedings are hereby suspended, 
and the same ordered to be dismissed. 



Approved April 5, 1872 
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This infamous act, done iu coutraventioa of all tlie teach- 
inga of the common law, and in repugnance to all juridical 
experience, wiia given etfeut from its passage on the above 
date, and continued in operation antil the fall of 1875, 
when it was expressly repealed. It was but one of the 
many legislative devices enacted by the carpet bag and 
negro legislators of Mississippi to shiehl official corruiition, 
and to afford that immunity for crime so pleasing to tlio 
great bmly of tho radical jiarty in the South. Under the 
operations of this act, if any one was detected in the per- 
petration of any crime whatever, it was only necessary to 
fly to tho swamps or step over the State lino, remain away 
lor the space of two years, and the oflence would become 
non esse in law. 

The killing of Dawson was snch a shock to every sense of 
Immanity, and created such a general feeling of exaspera- 
tion, which was aggravated hy the fact that Oilmer and 
Davis had been taken away for the purpose of thwarting 
the course of justice, that on the night following the 
murder, and while the mangled body of the biitchered man 
lay in sight of his friends, a mob gathered in the streets of 
Scoobn, broke into Gilmer's store and destiojed a large 
portion of his goods. 

This conduct was wholly and in the highest degree re- 
jirehonsible, and nothing less than the high state of excite- 
ment, and the ample cause for that, coukl prevent it from 
being criminal as well aa disgraceful. And the parties 
who did this act were evidently of the same sober opinion, 
for no sooner had their feelings cooled down than they 
ofl'ered to pay, and did jiay to Gilmer more than he had lost. 

It may be remarlced that this attack upon his store was 
made wlien it was tirst known that Gilmer had been car- 
rieil oft' to He Kalb, and which they well knew was done 
lor the puqjose of placing him under the protection of 
Cliisolm, and they, by this time, had learned well what 
lliiLt protection meant. 

This circnmstanco of the killing of Dawson iv^W-j a.«Ni^- 
ejtetJ tho triia eliaractei- of Gilmer, anil at, oiw« cevosjolwaV 
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that cord of fcllowsliip, and pledge of faith and co-opera- 
tion, over afterward so cordially maintained between liim 
and Cliisolm. Gilmer from tliis time became one of tbe 
cbief actors ou tho stage. But as Oliisolm desired no part- 
ner, or partition of tlie fiinctiona of the high priesthood 
of the county, which ho now licld and enjoyed in golidOf 
it was thongbt best for Gilmer to go to tbe legislature. 

At this time a man by tbe name of Gambril held tlio 
office of State senfitor from tbia district. Gambril was a 
native of Obio, but bad emigrated to Mississippi when 
iliiito a young man, and engaged in teaching Ecbool, and 
like all of his class and nativity, at that time, he was 
received with tbe greatest kindness by tbe Southern 
l)eoplo. While, in many instances, tbe former were busily 
engaged in sowing tbe seeds of corruption and insurrection 
among their slaves, Gambril succeeded in obtaining quite 
IV flouri»bing scbool, and tiually married in » Southern 
family,. and when the ^ar came on be was the father of 
several cbilJren. 

He continued to conduct his scbool until tbe passage of 
tbo conscrijit act, when, not having a sntQeient number of 
KCbolars to procure bis exemption from military duty nniler 
tbo law, he was, like nil otlier unexempted able bodietl 
men, forced into tbe Confederate army by tbe officers of 
tbe conscri|it bnreau. 

At this time W. W. Cbisolm was tlie chief conscript 
officer in Kemper Oounty, and iu tbe exercise of bis duties 
118 such, was never known to show any mercy to the vic- 
tims of his authority. And here it may be remarked, tLat 
at no time during tbe iiist years of tbe war was tbei-e auy 
obstacle to prevent auy Nortliern man, or alien enemy, 
fi-om removing himself and family out of tbe Couf^'deracy ; 
and if Gambril was a Union man and an alien enemy, he 
had ample opportunity of taking himself away. But he 
i-cmairied teaching his little Rcbool until Licntenant Cbis- 
olm seized upon biin anil hurried liim off into tbe army. 

There \rore many Nortbeni men iu tbe South at tbe 
beginu'uig of tiio war who were avmV\aLs\5 aWviaAK^ «»>^ 
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nio, bo it said to (heir lienor, adbered steadfastly to 
those wlio liad ininistereil, with nusparing baud, to theui 
in their adversity. Not so, however, with Gambril. lu 
tho uniform of a Soatheru soldier, he deserted at the flrat 
opportanity and went over to the enemy, with whom h^ 
remained until the elose of the war, when he sknlked back, 
withont molestatioQ, to the bosom of his family, of whom 
Kb was nn worthy, 

K|Fbis was the man whom the radicals of Komper hod 
Hitected to represent them in the State senate — a man 
who ha^l, years ago, come Soath, clad in tho rags of 
poverty, homeless and friendless, had feasted upon the 
hospitality of tlie Southern people; batl been received 
into the bosom of their families ; entrusted with the 
training of their young ; joined in marriage with one 
of their fair daughters, and yet, when they became in- 
volved in a war of political, social and national life or 
death, he deserted the wife who had placed all her trnst 
in him; abandoned tho children she had given him; de- 
serted the friends of his yonth ; and on the first opportu- 
nity passed over to their enemies, and accepted an office in 
their ranks. And yet all this is counted as merit by the 
ttieves and villains who composed the most of tho white 
ment of tho radical party in the South. 
Elt is said that tlie Spartans took great pains to instruct 
(eir yonth in tho art of cunning and deceit; and that 
adroitness, particularly in theft,' was by them considered 
meritorious. Yet to steal so unskilfully as to be detected 
jas a great disgrace. And it seems that the moral teach- 
Km of the Soathem radicals were of a somewhat similar 

Bit made no difference what crime they committed, just so 
Hiey coiikl procure, by any means, iramnnitj' from punish- 
ment, they were sure to receive the applause of their asso- 
ciates at the South and their allits at tho North. No 
to break faith with, deceive and steal from a Soiitt- 
Wliite lunn, alias n rebel, was a doclvvvic cmX-j ^'ja- 
coustaiitiy inslilleil tlii'oag\iout Wvo xaaasM 
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party, and constantly tliuudered into the ears of tlie 
negroes. Although G-ambril was capable of abandoning 

his family, and deserting to tbo oneiny of the country in 
which tliey resided, and of which they were natives, yet 
Jie seems to have been a man of but little rigor and tbrce 
of character. Hence it seems that be was never gathcml 
affectionately iato the folds of the Uhiaolm clan. 

His villaDous conduct during the war liad caused Ijiin 
to be elected State senator ; bnt apart ti'om his lack of 
spirit, Chisolm, uo doubt, from bia own experience, 
thoaght that a man who had before so basely deserted 
bis friends and family, was worthy of but little reliance. 
Be this as it may, the event of his death, which occurred 
in 1871, oijened the way for the advancement of Gitraer, 

The circumstances of the killing of Oambril were as fol- 
lows ; It seems that bo bad two or three daughters gronu, 
or about grown, and that one uight a negro entered their 
apartment. An old negro woman, who was sleeping ia 
the room saw the negro, gave the alarm, and told Gambril 
who she took it to be. The negro suspected was named 
Flander Joues. Gambril attacked this negro, and an 
altercation occurred between them. The negro then went 
o£t' and procured a pistol, at tbe same time telling another 
negro that he iiit^ndeil to kill Gambril with it. They met 
again, and anotlier fight took i)lace. In which the negro 
shot and killed Gambril. 

Ohisotm was at this time sheriff and peace officer of the 
county, yet none of tbe parties were ever arrested. It was 
a radical personal quarrel, and as the white i)eople had 
but little respect for Gambril, they left tbe whole matter to 
be settled by the party which had entire control of the 
county, and it was settled in this way: Gambril was 
buried; his murderer went unmolested, and Gilmer was 
put iu his place as State senator. Although there was no 
proof to that effect,*yet the conduct of Chisolm in this 
matter cansed grave suspicions to rest upon him in regard 
to it. 
I The whole matter was soon hixaliiii o'c-, owIl ^^« 
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fence manifested in regard to it by tlie members of tlic 
Stan, caused many to believe that Lis deatli was procured 
for the pnrpoao of making way for Griliner; but it is evi- 
dent that this conjecture arose solely from the mysterious 
conduct of the leading mdiuals in regard to it, for the 
author has been able to find no other ground on which tho 
imtiltcation of Cliisolm could be surmised. It is certain, 
however, that the opportunity tor promoting Gilmer was 
iit least the attainment of bis TFisbe.s in that respect. This 
was apparent to all who observed bis maniiors on the 
occasion. 

It may be observed that at the time of the killing of 
Gambril, G-ilmer was an avowed candidate for tlie ofllce 
lield by the former, and it was jiositively understood and 
arranged by Chisholm and liis cliiu that Gilmer sbouhi 
succeed him in the seuatorship. But there was nwessarily 
some diffiealty in tlie way of accompli siting this object, to 
surmount wliicli it was necessary to act with vigor. 

Gilmer was a now comt-r in tlic county, and Lad but 
recently dechired ins political status. In fact, it seems 
that the prospect of this office mainly determined his 
liareer; and liis accession to the ranks of tho clan, after 
tho killing of I>awson, promised too much importance to 
JHstify the omission of any endeavor to secure liis co-opera- 
tion with the party. 

But Gambril was an old citizen, and possessed, in the 
eyes of the negro, all the qualifications and antecedents 
rerjuisite for the iwsition. He was a Northern man ; had 
deserted to the enemy during the war; and having for- 
feited the res]iect of liis old friends, he had placed himself 
upon a level with the negro, and was a strong advocate of 
political, if not social, eqnality. This gave him great 
popularity with a majority of the voters of the connty, as 
the negroes were largely in the ascendency ; ami it could 
not be overlooked that the chances of Gilmer, nnder these 
^bwimstauces, in a fair race with him, were bad. 
H^bis was the state of att'airs in the radical camp at 1 
^^HhorGazubnV; and those circumstaacea,coviQ.te\,ftOk.'5 




the mj-stcrica attentling Iiis death, were well calcniated to 
create tlic pretly fieiieral bdief tliat his life was aacrilieed 
to the promofion of Giliiici', iuid that his death had been 
deliberately procured for that purpose. 

This event removed every obstaele in Gilmer's path to 
the State capital, where his career was hinged upon the 
isaiie of race, and the worst features of tlto radical party. 
Ilia history in the Statu senate is insepai'able from auj-- 
thing that was obnoxious to the white people and tax 
payers of the State, Apart from this, no striking fuatnre 
marked his course, save that of his rcpstiring to Vicks- 
burg, and becoming, while yet senator, the deputy sheriff 
of the notorious Peter Crosby, iu 1875. His own tes- 
timony, in regard to this matter, before the committee at 
Washington, page 506, is here introduced : 

Q. Tou stated that your place of residence is Kemper 
coniity. How did y»u happen to be iu Vicksburg, as 
deputy sheriff, in 1875 ? 

A. I will tell you how I liappeoed to Ije there ; I carpet 
bagged over there. That county was a very large county, 
and it had a larger population than any other county in 
the State. It was a county that might, x>erhaps, wield 
eousiderablo intluence iu the i>olitics of the State. 

Q. You say you cari>et bagged over there. State to the 
committee what they ai'e to understand by your carput 
bagging there. What do you mean by carjiet bagging! 

A. I mean tliat any man who leaves his own county and 
goes into another county and holds olflce, if he is a Eepub- 
lican, is called a carpet bagger by the Democrats. I was 
only using the term tliey apply. I 

Q. That they apply to persons who hold office I ■ 

A. Ye?, sir. ■ 

Q. State how yea came to be employed there as deputy 
sheriff? 

A. There had been great trouble the year previous in 

Warren County. There was great excitement all over the 

State, aud reports of some two or three riots, and the kill- 

joff of a great many EepiibUcans anA coVoveiiwiftw. The 
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sheriff bail been forced to resign Lis of&ce, and every effort 
was made tUat could possibly be made^ 

Qnestiuii by Mr. Money : Is tliis of yonr own kuowledge, 
or did you bear it ? 

A. I know that the trouble occurred ; I did not see it, 
but anybody wbo lives in Mississippi knows it. 

Q. Tou are stating wbat you {;ot from newspapers and 
such sources of information? 

A. It was my knowledge tbat tbe sberiff did not have si 
bond and could not make one, and be made arrangetnents 
tbrougU some of my friends by wbicb I was to make hiJt 
bond. I tbougbt it was a great outrage tbat a large and 
iDflnential county, a county tbat bad, at least, fonr or five 
thonsand Hepublican majority, should be handed over to 
the Democrats simply by cheating the Republican officials, 
or either defeating them from making their bonds when 
they were elected to jiositions. I felt that it wasaflght 
being made on account of their being Bepnblicuns, and not 
against tbem upon any other ground. On that account I 
volunteered to go over there and make Crosby's bond. 

Q. To make the bond and run tbe office ! 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Tou went over there and accepted the position of 
deputy sheriff, did yon not ! 

A. Tea, sir. 

Q. You wei'e sworn in as such f 

I A. I think so. 
Q, At that time were you not a member of tlio State 
senate from the counties of Kemper, Heshoba and Noxu- 
beeT 
A. I resigned my senatorship. 
Q. At wbat time did you resign ? 
A. About tbe time I went over there. 
' Q. Can you recollect the date of your resignation t 
I A. I will not be positive ; it is ou file at Jackson. 
Q. But it is not on file here. I want to know tbe date of 
yonr resignation i 
A. I wiJJ not be positive, but 1 reaignei. somft Xjvto^c. 
mwMIe I was over there; I had the date oi ttve leasBaXlustt. 
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Q. Do jon not know positively that you tliil uot ? 

A. I tliiiik 1 resigned when I first went there. 

Q. Do yoii not know that you were hoUiing both offices 
at on C0 1 

By Mr, Pease : Do you conaider the deputy shrievalty 
an ofHcot 

Mr, Money : I will waive that point ; hut I want to provu 
the fact that tbo witness was a senator when he weiit over 
there and took that office. 

Q. You say you went over there to give the bond ami 
ran the office ? 

A. Ye3, sir. 

Q. And at that time you were a senator in the legisla- 
ture of tho State T 

A. Yes, sir; at the time I went over there i was » 
senator. I do not know what time I resigned. I resigned 
when I was there, but I do not know when it was. 

Q. Was not the sheriff of that county, Peter Crosby, 
shot at some time ! 

A. Yc,-!, sir. 

Q. Wiis he shot while you were bis deputy t 

A. No, sir; I was not his deputy. 

Q. How long had you ceased to bo his deputy when he 
was shot ? 

A. Two or throe days. 

Q, Did Orosljy over charge you with doing that shoot- 
ing? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And he dismissed you then from the office of de- 
puty? 

A. I was dismissed before he was shot. 

Q. Why did yon leave the place, or why were yon dis- 
jnisaed ? I do not know how you got out of it. 

A. The deputy's office f 

Q. Yea, sir. Yon ceased to be Crosby's deputy, for 
what reason ? 

■ . We did not agree. Ho did not give me any reasou 
L-Sw the diamiasaJ at all. 
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^TTpon this charge Gilmer was arrested and acquitted. 

Ht the writer is informed by geutlemen of undoubted 
voracity that on his return to Scooba he frequently con- 
fessed that he <Iid shoot Peter Crosby, and for the reason 
that the hitter had dismissed him from the deputy shriev- 
alty, when he had aided in making Crosby's bond, and 
that if his pistol had been all right, the result of the affair 
would have been different. 

Soon after the shooting of Crosby, Gilmer returned to 
Scooba, and resumed his mercantile operations, and made 
large purchases of goods on credit, which he sold reck- 
lessly, or divided among his friends, in such a manner 
as to arouse the suspicions of bis creditors; and very soon 
four indictments were lodged against him in the criminal 
ponrt of the City of St, Louis, Missouri, charging him with 
having obtained goods by fraud and under false pretences. 
Upon these indictments the governor of Missouri made 
requisition for Gilmer, and he was arrested and delivered 
to the authorities of that State. He was carried to St. 
Louis, and was required to enter into recognizance for his 
api>earance at the proper trial term of the city court, or go 
to jail. 

In this dilemma Chisolm wont promptly to his rescue, 
and succeeded in making the necessary bonds, which aggre- 
gated the sum of twenty-four hundred dollars. This he did, 
it is said, by depositing the amount with Gilraer'a sureties. 
Chisolm immediately returned to Kemper after this arrange- 
meut had been effected, but Gilmer did not return until 
several days after, for which he assigncid as th^ reason that 
some letters of information in regard to his conduct and 
character had been sent fi-om Do Kalb to his prosecutors 
in St. Loiiia, of which he suspicioned John "W. Gully to he 
the author, and that he remained there for the purpose of 
ascertaining that fact. But it was, and is still believed by 
many, that ho was iuinting up the negro Walter Kiley, who 
bad fled from jnstice several years before, and was at this 
time living at some place in the State oi Touueaw*, "s^St 
knoffn to VLiaoIai mid Ins claii. 
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Bo this as it nmy, it is true tliat Kiley retnriied to 
Kemper County soon after, but aa tUis cireumatance I'orms 
an important link iii the cliain of events to whicli we will 
liave occasion to I'evevt more fully liereaft«r, its disciiraoa 
Tvill be reserved till then. 

These indictments were pendiug, and tbe recogaizaim 
was ill force at fbo timo of Gilmer's death, wliicli oceomi 
not long after this. TJpoii Chisolm's return, he declared 
repeatedly, in reference to the letters referred to, that if 
Gilmer should ascertain the author it would be bad fiK_ 
the latter, and that both Gilmer and himself were i 
fled that Gully wrote them. A short time prior to 1 
events au incident oceuired in tha streets of De ] 
which will conduce to a fuller development of the c 
ter of Gilmer and the disposition he cherished town 
Gnlly, and which, when combined, may lead to s 
into that chain of mysterious circumstances which e 
ated in the terrible tragedies that followed. 

On the occasion refitrred to, John Gully ivas sitting 
quietly on the lower steps of a store iu the front street of 
De Kalb, when Gilmer procured a wheelbarrow, and i«o 
ceeding down the street with it, rolled it delibcrateljt 
against the legs of Gully, at the same time placing his 
hand on his pistol, which he finally drew and cocked, and 
holding it in one hand, continued to push the wheelbar- 
row against Gully with tlto other and with liis stomach, 
which he applied to the round connecting the hatidles of 
the implement, Gnlly was entirely unarmed, and well 
knowing thf desperate character of his assailant, mode 
no resistance and said nothing. Fiually Gilmer said to 
him, " By God, you know what I meau I I mean, that yoil 
are a damned rascal, and that you have to got out of my 
way P " ru do it," said Gully, and, rising, he went im- 
mediately to his store and procured a guu, with whicJi ho 
TOtnrned to his position on the steps. 

In the meantime, Gilmer had been arrested and carried 
i;jfo the court house yanl, Just across the street — not, 
honevcr, uut'il Le bad imuaed. aud BieOi ott \i\.a ^vs^a^ 



for lioiira lio strove with tho utmost dfspfratioii 

escape Crom tlio olliuei's inul retiini to tlie assault. For 

thia couiluct he was liiieil by the railieal judge cue tloUar 

aud the costs. And thus the list of impimlLy was again 

BliakeD in the face of the Gullys and thu \>4iole couiimmity. 

Of all these ghiriiig maul testa tioua of iuiinmiily for every 

degi'ee of crime, the people of Kemiter Comity wereuot,iior 

H)ul(l they he, unobservant or oblivions. Their minds lie- 

Buie deeply impressed with a general I'eeling of iuscciirlty 

^Htt finally i-esulttul in something akin to desxieratiou. 

A They saw tlmmsclvus in the midst of a semi-barhnroas 

race, of brutal iiistiacta and strong race prejudices, in- 

llauie<l with avowed lioatility to them, and whose p^sions 

were eontinnally fibnnetl by men who seemed to have uo 

sympathy with any class of Southern white society, or 

any respect for the laws of God or man. They saw the 

scales of justice swinging iu the liands of the assassin and 

the thief, and their laws administered by outlaws. 

Such a state of affairs was well calcnlutod to excite first 
their fears and iudignatiou, and then a spirit of self de- 
fence ; and these combined to urge the adoption of eveiy 
measure that promised them relief. 

Snch was the state of attairs in Mississippi at the begin- 
iiing of the year 1S75, and which had existed for seven 
long years, with a constant tendency to, if possible, a still 
worse condition. 
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AiQODg tlie wttrst of tiie areiiuea of corrui t on tliat 
permeated every department of the State and con t 
governments of Mississippi during radical ru e t I o e 
which afforded, perhaps, the most ample oppnr u s fo 
lilunder, was the pnblic school system, every feature of 
which seems to have been fashioned witli a v ew to t« 
proatUntion to purposes of iniquity, and every pos on a 
neeted with it seems to have ottered a bid to corruption. 

At the period which we are now discnssing, the State 
superintendent of edncation was a negro of the most 
vicious character, and the example set by the chief seems 
to have been followed, as a fixed policy, by every subor- 
dinate in the entire system. Of which a better descrip- 
tion cannot be given, perhaps, than that set forth in the 
testimony of the Hon. J. A. Camjibell, at tbat time one of 
the judges of the supreme court of the State, before the 
Mississipfa investigating committee at Jackson, on June 
21, 187G. It will be observed that at this time the State 
government had passed into the hands of the Democratic 
party and the native white people. 

Q. By Senator Bayard: Who is the present snperi 
tendent of the schools ? 

A. T. S. Gathwright. 

Q. Who is he 1 

A. He has been a. devoted teacher for many years, 

Q. A man of education ? 

A. Yes, sir. I will add that ho is thoroughly imbued 
with the spirit of maintaining the schools without regard 
to race, color or previona condition of servitude. 

Q. Who preceded him ? 

A. A man by tlie name of Cardozo, a colored indj 
vidual, 

Q. How did he got out of oIHce, and how long did ho 
lio/d Lis ofSco f 



^ ratio 

)ued 
jard 



» 



A. He must liave licld it about two years. 

Q. What office had he held prior to tliat ? 

A. He had been circuit clerk of Warren County, I 

ilieve. 

Q. Do you kuow whether, aa circuit clork, he bad been 
charged with forgery of warrants ? 

A, Yes, air. He had been cliarged and indicted, 

Q. Were those indictments found betbro or after bia 
election as superintendent If 

A. Prior, I think. I know he was charged with being 
a forger, a thief and a felon— all that sort of thing. I 
know the diapositiou on the part of the Eepublieaua to 
shake him off', as being unable to carry such a weight. 

Q. Notwithstanding this charge and this reputation, he 
.was elected State superintendent of education I 

A. Tea, sir; ho was. 

Q. What was his course in that office 1 

A. Well, I only speak from reputation. It was bad. I 
can epeftk from 90nie knowledge or one transaction. I am 
president of the board of trustees of the normal school of 
Tongaloo. I am president of the board of trustees of the 
State department of tliat normal scliool. This man, Car- 
dozo, as State supenntendent of education, was ex officio 
member of that board. Prior to that, however, I would 
not associate with him, even officially, or in any way. 
Oardozo was, as stated, a member of that board, and ho 
was treasurer of the board, and ho drew from the State 
treasury the fnll appropriation by tlio State for the main- 
tenance of its department in that university, or normal 
school, and he accounted for about twonty-two hundred 
dollars, and the balance of it he has never accounted for ; 
and the trustees have recently instituted a suit, or ordered 
■it to be instituted, against Cardozo, or the sureties on C3ar- 

zo'a bond, in Warren County, to recover for his deficit 
that appropriation. He drew tlie money from the treas- 
l paid over twenty-two bundrcfd dollars, and ■ 
he put in his pocket, I suppose. 
»w much did ho draw in all t 
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A. Forty-flve Liindred dollars, I tbinli, aad accouoteil 
for twenty-two Liiutlieil dollars, I tUiuk — I am not iMjrtain 
that I am accurate iti tliu ligitres — aiid suit baa lately been 
instituted, or onlcred to be, a;^aiiist bim. Martiu Ga»ey is 
one oil tbe boml, but says bis uamo is a forgery. Mrs. Wil- 
liams is tlie other oup, and her signatiu-e will probably be 
invalidated, as she will undoubtedly claim that she signed 
it in view of this name being npon it, relying upon it. 

Q. You have stated that you would not associate, offici- 
ally or otherwise, with Cardozo. State your reasons for 
that. 

A. Hia character is most infamous, according to repu- 
tation. 

Q. Do you liuow under what indictments he rests at 
present I 

A. No, sir; I cannot say I know. I hav« understood 
there were sixteen indictments against him. 

Q. For what crimes I 

A. For forging, 1 think, county certificates, county war- 
rants — embezzlement, perhai)S. I am not sure as to that. 

Q. How was ho gotten out of office ? 

A. He was impea«liod by tlio House of Representatives 
of the legislature of Mississippi, 

Q. And tried by tbe spuate f 

A. No; he i-esigned, 1 believe. I do not think he was 
tried. I think he resigiied under impeachment; that is my 
impression. 

Q. In your school system, what part and authority has 
the board of supervisors ? 

A. The board of supervisors, composed of five men, is the 
county school board of education. 

Q. Does the board levy a school tax T 

A. Tes, sir; it is allowed to levy an additional sum for _ 
the payment of teachers ; also, a school house fund, as it iaJ 
called. fl 

Q. Are tliose levies discretionary with the board I ^| 

A, They are, within certain limits — which is two pt^| 
cent., or two mills oa the dollar, 1 Rbovdd ka^ve said. ^| 
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Q, Who composed t!ie board in Madisou Oouiity after 

loeleotioa of 1S73 ? 
Kve negroes, 

Q. Were any of thein educated men ? 

A. N"o, sir. 

Q. Do you know whetUor any of these five negroes were 

lie to read and write ? 

A. My information is that one of them could sign his 
name, after a fashiou. 

Q. And it was to that board the control of education in 
that county was submitted t 

A. Yes, sir ; they levy the couuty taxes for edacation, 

id other purposes. 

Q. Could any one of that board calculate the rate of 

isessment estimates upon suras of money f 

I have no idea they could. I do not know from per- 
sonal knowledge, but, from information, I do not think 
there was any oue of them that could make any sort of 
oomputation. Not one of them was familiar with the simple 
roles of arithmetic 
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tit may be remarked that Madison Coonty was the 
ome of Judge Campbell, and the same state of the school 
system which he has described as existing in his county, 
was common in all the black counties of Mississippi, or 
tMxnnties in which the negro voters were iu the majority, 
with the addition that the intermixture and participation 
of carpet baggers found in some of them, but added a still 
more dangerous and corrupt element than ignorance to 
.the control of the moral and educational training of the 

joplo. 

It had been the early aim of the radical party to force 

sial equality upon the Southern people through the in- 
strumeDtality of the public school system, and the first 
coQStitntion prepared for the people of Mississippi, uuder 

le reconstruction acts of Congress, embodied a feature 
squiring the whites to mingle with the negroes in the 

,blic scbouis of llie State, or submit lo tVtt wuiasX vOilyst- 
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native of contributing from their scanty substancn a heal 
tax to raaintaia a costly system of publli: schools, id 
advantages of which they did not participate. 

Kever was there a more arbitrary and humiliating 
ditiou imposed upon a people, than this of being com^ 
pelled either to accept the terms of having their children 
trained and educated upon a social footing with the negro, 
or on the other hand to become vassals to the effort tOj 
make liim their superior. 

It was this provision that early and Datnrally excil 
the opposition of the white people to any coutnbution 
the education of the negro, who paid no taxes him; 
comparatively worthy of consideration. 

With the deatructiou of slavery, they had become 
fully impoverished. Their lands were almost valEeleas, 
Their personal property, too, had been swept away l)y the 
tide of war, and they thought that these consecinences 
were sufficiently onerous without being forced to eon- 
tribnte their slouiler means of support to edacato Ibeir 
former slaves. But when tlio burden was rendered humil- 
iating and insulting, it, indeed, became insupportalile. I 

It was this that provoked the strennons efforts on iSM 
part of the white people of Mississippi, which resulted W 
the defe-at of the constitution fashioned for them by OtiU 
gresa, in 1848. - fl 

Nor did this feature of mised schools enlist the syH 
pathies of the uegroa's themselves. Their own sense n 
interiority led many of them to oppose the scheme; c<^| 
aequently they voted largely with the whites against tl» 
constitution. This proscription policy of the radit^l 
party was prompted by a desire to perpetuate its powefl 
even at the cost of producing a state of social aDaron| 
and mongrelism, or a war of races, in the South. V 

But when these objectionable clauses had been severafl 

and the constitution was resubmitted to the people, it ^tM 

adopted by a large majority, and the system providing tm 

sejjarate schools for the whites and blacks would no longfl 

I Aare met witii aaj serious oppoa\tvon, \iaA vt not \i«ft&.^H 
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its gross and outrageous iiiismiinagemont. It still provt<l 
nnder radical rnle to Ijo a prolific field for tbe growtli of 
every species of corruption, which, if it did not in ii 
meaeure revive the spirit of opposition to the entire iu- 
stitQtion, produced, at least, a general feeling of apatlty 
iind iudiCference in regard to it. 

Foot mills on the dollar were levied by the legislature 
of 1874, and two mills additional by the county boanls of 
edncatiou, wliicli, for tho most part, were composed of 
illiterate negroes, as in ftradisou County, or by a mixture 
of these and the more vicious white radicals; while the 
comity Buperinteudenta were mostly adventurers from 
the Northern States, who proved in almost every instance 
to be defaulters, who had no sympathy for the white peo- 
ple, and whose liabits for the most part were so dissolute 
and degratled that they were not admitted into the society 
or even to the acquaintance of those, the education of 
whose children they were presumed by law to supervise. 

lu the County of Lowiiiles, there was a siiiiill school dis- 
trict containing but two schools, one for tho use of each 
color. The negro school was taught in a house on the 
plantation of Mr. James Sykes. This house he had Ciiusetl 
to be built prior to the war ibr a negro church, and it had 
always been devoted to that purpose, ami was being so 
used at tho time of tho following occurrence. Au arbitrary 
demand was made of him for this building by the snper- 
intemleut of education or school board, to which he replied 
that the buildiugwaa being nsed by the negroes as a church, 
and that if they, thb negroes, desired to have a school 
there, he had no objection. Upon this the school was es- 
tablished. 
) Some time afterwards, Mr. Sykes, on looking over the 
records of the comity, was surprised to Iind that the county 
school authorities had made a charge of about one hun- 
dred and seventy dollars for the rent of this house. Tiicy 
had also assessed seventy-five dollars for a stove, fifty 
dollars for repairs, fifteen dollars or twenty Ao\V,i\-% \as i 
hevohos, Bud about seveiity-flve doUats Vuv taeX, ^aii. "0 
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for this small bcIiooI ilistriut witli only two schools, the 
aggregate amotitit of three thousaiiil eight liuudred dol- 
larfl Imd been charged. In regard to tliis, Mr. Sykes, in 
Ilia sworn staleinent before tlie Uu-klnx committee, says: 

*' This waa my own house. I miide no charge for rent, 
nor dill I roceiva any, and tliora was no fuel used but uiy 
own, for wliieU I uhargod nothing. There was an appro- 
priation made for the repiiirs of tbo house wliiuli was never 
reeeive<I. They appointed me to do it; tbo work was 
never performed, and I never made application for, or re- 
ceived, any pay. They had, themselves, pocketed these 
pretended appropriatioTis, and it wua the same way with 
nearly the whole sum of three thousand eight hundred 
dollars charged upon the record." 

This iustanco is mentioned as a specimen of innumer- 
able transactions of a similar character attending the eon- 
dnct and management of the public schools in various 
counties of the State. 

9o abounding iit opportunities for official tbeft was thia 
field that every dollar that could bo was thrown into it. 
As an instance of this: In the County of Kemper there 
was a special fuoil mised for the purpose of erecting a jail, 
of which the coanty was much in need, amonnting to 
about twenty-flvo hundixKl dollars. This fund had been 
raised by a special tax, authorized and limited in its 
appropriation by the following clause of the State consti- 
tntiou : Art. 12, Sec. 16, "No county shall be denied the 
right to raise, by special tax, money sufficient to pay for 
the building and repairing of court houses, jails, bridges, 
and other necessary conveniences for the people of the 
county; and money thus collected shall never be appro- 
priated for any other purpose: provided, the tax thus 
levied shall be a certain per cent, on all tax levied by the 
State." 

It will be seen from the above that the money raised by 
such special tax was expressly restricted in its use to the 
parpose for which ifc was levied, yet Chisoirn and Gilmer 
caat their longing eyes on this Kaoit^ct CoimX.^ ia.\l. fa,nd, 
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HUid tlie consequence wan tbat Gilmer proctued tlie pas- 
■a^e of the foilowing act of tlie legisliituro iu regard to it, 
■vliile ho was senator from this district : 

.-^M Act to authorize the Board of Supervisors of Kemper 
r Ciiunti/ to loan certain funds belonging to said coiinti/. 
I Whereat, The board of supervisors of Kompar County 
(did, at tbe August term of their meetiug, A. D. 1873, levy 
s tax of two and a half mills on the dollar on the taxable 
property of said comity, for tbe purpose of erecting a jail 
in said county; and 

Whereas, Tlie said board of super^-isors have not made ' 

ly order for tlio building of said jail, and said funds so ' 
lerived from said tax are lying idle and profitless to tbe 
county; therefore, 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of 
Mississij)pi, That tbe boanl of supervisors of Kemper 
County bcj and they are hereby authorized and directed, 
"by au order spread upon their minutes at a regular term 
of their court, to loan the money derived, or to be derived 
from the levy for jail purposes, to the school fund of said 
oonuty, to be paid back and returned to tbe treasurer of said 
county whenever tbe same may bo needed for the purpose 
for which the same was collected; and said board shall, at ■* 
tiieir next meeting, cause said funds to be disbursed as 
follows : 

First. — To the payment of all outstanding warrants, 
issued for the salary of the county sujterintendont of 
education, prior to a passage of an act entitled an act to , 
amend the laws of the State, in relation to public educa- 
tion, approved Ajiril 17, 1873. 

Second, — To tbe payment of warrants, issued iu said 
county, iu favor of the common school fund. 

Third. — ^To the payment of tbe outstanding teachers' i 
warrants of said county. j 

. Seo. 2. Be itfurilicr enacted, That this act take effect and j 
^ in force from and after its passage. 1 

I Approved February 28, 1874. I 
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Cliisoliii, wlio WHS tben slieriff of the county, aud Gilmer, 
it is saiil, prior to tlio passage of this act, in the v«ry fauo 
of tlie above constitutional pTOvisioiia, had bouglit up ami 
l»ro(!iired a large amount of tlie class of waiTiiots desig- 
luited, at inerelj uomiual prices, and so soon as tlio act 
was passed they presented those warrants and absorbed 
the whole amount of the protended loan. 

They liad dcterRiiiied to obtain this money, and no 
offlcial oaths or eonstitntional barriers could prevent tlio 
consummation of their plans to efl'ect their purpose ; and 
thus was the County of Kemper robbed of more than t\ro 
thonsaud dollars by means of a conspiracy between its 
ofhcers. The county superintendent of education who 
isauctl the warrants, the board of county snpen-isora who 
passed upoi] theui, and the treasurer wlio redeemed them, 
were all radicals and tools of Chisolm ; while Gilmer, whose 
seat in the legislatnre seems to have been jirepared for 
him especially for such purposes, was his accomplice and 
active abettor in dragging this money within the iirecincta 
of the school system, where it could be thus fraudulently 
appropriated. 

Such were some of the workings of the pnblic school 
system in the Sooth, the most stupendous humbug and 
most gigantic swindle ever perpetrated and fastened upon 
the shoulders of a people. 

Prior to the war there was no general public school sys- 
tem iu Mississippi. There were but few persons unable to 
pay the ordinary tiiition, and the people prefened employ- 
ing their own teacliers, and where there was any need 
of aid, special provisions afforded all that was necessary ; 
conseqaently, the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
tnrnecTover to the State for school purposes, as its quota, by 
the general government, was loaned out for the purpose of 
aiding internal improvements, and if any portion of this 
fnnd ha.'^ been lost, or is now in anywise a desperate con- 
dition, it is not the fault of those who had its management 
prior to the war, but the result of the general destruction of 
jfwperty and the widespread impo\er\sUu\cut of the people 
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jceasioiMKl by it. But the fuct tliat tliese funds, denonii- 
l^atcd resiicctively tJie seminary fuTid, tbe sixteentL section I 
□bud, and tlie (Jbickasaw suliool I'liud, wbetiier secui 
not at tliis time, were for tlio most part beyond tlie reach ' 
m the lingers of the carpet bagger, was siiiticient to call 
BTortli from tlieiu a howl of disappoiiitment, indignation and 
ge. Hence, we find one of tLeni, LI. It. I'ease, concluding 
s report as State school gnperintendent to tiie legishituri.', 
.1 1872, with the following wail : | 

" I am of the opinion that wlien full and complete I 
"Tfcturua are made of the aiuonnt of loss of llie sixteenth 
section school funds alone, to say nothing of the seminary 
fuud and the Chickasaw fnud, will exceed one million of 
^sdoliars absolutely sgnandered and irretrievably lost." 
^m Whether the above allegation has any foundation i 
Jgbct, or not, it is a lesson of expcrieuce, that had these 
Kftinds fonnd their way into the hands of Pease and his 
SDCCCSSor, Cardozo, there eonld be no doubt as to what ] 
would have bi>en their disposition. 

Hothwitlistaudhig this onerous tax of four mills, levied I 
r the legislature of Mississippi, for the support of the 
bablic schools, and the additional levy of two mills made 
fc the county hoard of education, the schools were re- 
puired by law to be kept open but four months in the 
iar, and for the accomplishing of this ^hort scholastic I 
leriod there was maintained perpetually the most costly , 
organization of officers. Thero was the State superintend- 
ent of education, with a largo annual salary. Thero was 
n Btate board of education, whose olUcers were maintained 
in the capital of the State; then thero were the county 
l)Oard8of education, and the county superintendents, who 
kept their costJy furnished ofiices at the different county 
»ts, and whose salaries for their four months' pretended 
upervisioii reached, in some instaiwes, as high as two 
noHsand dollars. All these, gathered under the clouds of 
morance, or the banner of defalcation, will present a i 
YDn\e of parasites never before fastened u^iou the bod^ J 
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Such was the state of tlio public sehool. system of Mis- 
sissippi iiiidei- radical rule. When, in 1874, the Demo- 
cratic piirty Itccume possessed of the State goveninient,oue 
of its first eil'orts was to reform the scliooJ system. Tbe 
onerous tax was abolisbcd, and ia its stead was substitnted 
tlio proceeds arising from tbe sale of tbe sixtecuth section 
lands, all proceeds of lands forfeited to the State for iioa- 
pa.yment of taxes, tbe net proceeds of all fines and for- 
feitures, and ali money accruing to tbe State from tbe sale 
of licenses to retail \inou8 and spiiitous liquors, wbicb 
aggregated ranch more even than the former burdensome 
taxation ou the valuation of property. The schools were 
required by law to be maintaiufd five months in the 
year, and longer, if the money arising from the above 
racutioned sources should bo more than suEBcieiit for the 
period designated- All poll taxes were appropriated to 
tbe " teachers' fund," and the supervisors of counties, 
and the mayor and alderuien of towns of more than 
two tbousanil inhabitants, were required to lc\7 a tax 
upon tbe taxable property of the county or town 
" sufficient for school house pmposes, tbe superintend- 
ent's salary, and any deficit in the teachers' fund that 
may arise." 

The salaries of tho county superintendents were 
reduced by law, in every instance, to one fonrlli of 
tlieir former amount. In addition to this, the snni 
of fifty-seven thousand dollars of United States bonds, 
in the State treasury, which bad arisen from an 
investment of State funds, was ordered to be appropri- 
ated to school purposes, and devoted to immediate use. 
The renting of offiecs for tlie superintendents, practised by 
tbe radical party, the purchasing of furniture for the same, 
and the furnisliing of stationery, etc., were all i,ioin])lly 
abolished, and the great benefits derived from Ibese 
changes began at once to ha manifested in the greatly 
improved condition and enhanced efficieney of the public 
ficliools, which, (0-day, rests upon aa boU<,\ a. Vouudation ns 
~~^/Ja Jiiij- State in 1 (ici Unio 
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But altliough the harness of the school eystom, aa 
inau^rated by the radicdl iiarty ju MisBiasipiii, fitted 
easily upon the shoulders of the thief, it was not the only 
department of the State or county governmenta gangrened 
with infamy and corruption. 

The boards of snpervisora, which constituted the legisla- 
tnrea of the counties, as well as. the county boards of 
education, were, during the years of radical rule, composed, 
in large part, of the most ignorant and vicious men that 
ever participated in the government of any people. Their 
offices were political soup houses to which every vagabond 
in the counties loolicd for snjtport, and their sessions were 
occasions of party largesses, where corrupt contracts were 
dispensed with lavish hand — conclaves of couspiracy, 
wliero all manner of schemes were concocted in secrecy to 
wrench money from the white jieople, and to promote the 
interest of the radical party in all its features. 

We have already noticed the composition of the board 
of snpervieors of Madison County with the observation 
tbat the same description would apply to the boards of 
mnny other counties in the State. 

In Issaquena County the negro board had established 
but one white school, while there were a great many negro 
schools in operation there. Under this state of things the 
white people prel'crrcd a petition through an old gentleman 
named Smith, to the board of supervisors, asliing for the 
establishment of another white school, and at the county 
seat. Smith appeared before the board in a very respeclful 
manner, tendered his jietition, when the following scene 
occurred, as related by T. M. Millor, Ksq., a lawyer, and at 
the time tlie attorney for tho board. Ho says: "I had 
been attorney for the board for quite a length of time. 
yiiese negroes had api>ointed me unanimously, and I re- J 
jfJDgned my position on account of their reckless manage- ■ 
^eut, and on account of the refusal of the board to hear ^ 
^lio whites in regard to schools, and so on. Eiglit there, 

t Mnyerville, ihcro was a great demaiu\ (ot svw\\S.te «*^wA. 
s^,- irwt^ / sapiMso, aoiuo thirty oi I'orVy v^V^'^'^i ^^"^^ 
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they had no school honse. They had to employ a teacher, 
and they got a room wherevei" they couhi to teach in ; and 
tbo people brought the matter to the attention of the board 
several times, and earnestly requestetl them to have a 
school house erected there. The board tiinilly went through 
the pretense of posting a notice for bidders. The law 
provides that the contract shall be let out ta the lowest 
bidder, and bids were offered by good mechanics to build 
a school house at a much less cost tliau they had been 
paying for negro school houses in various parts of the 
county, and they rejected the bids on the gi'ound of 
extravagance. Old Mayor Smith came up there, and 
requested tliem politely to have the notice renewed. He 
was very anxious about this school house, and it was the 
wish of the whole community. It was opposed by a negro 
named Gross. Tliis man, Gross, was very oftensive to Mr. 
Smith, and ordered him to sit down ; he didn't want to hear 
him, and fiually drovo him away in disgust and despair. 
I was present at the time and I left the board iu disgust. 
The white people paid nearly all the taxes of the county, 
and they had but one school, which was kept in the base- 
ment of a church which they reuteil, and this school was 
ten or twelve miles from the one they sought to have 
established," 

It Afould be useless to attempt to bring within the 
province of this work all the glaring instances of crime 
and malfeasance committed by the boards of supervisors 
in the various counties of Mississippi during radical rule in 
tlie State. Such a detail would itself compose a volume, but 
I will Bubjoia one other instance which occun'od within the 
knowledge of the writer. 

In 1873, the legishitare created a new county, to wliich 
it gave the name of Colfax, but which was subsequently 
clianged to that of Clay. This county was formed of 
portions of Monroe, Lowndes and Oktibbeha, and the boanl 
of supervisors of the new county was authorized to elect 
some person to transcribe from those counties the records 
whiaJi pciiniuetl iVNiMselivcly to t\ie v>oi'^'^'^"* **^*='^''J^*''*'»- 
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tlieiii. For tkia pnrpose llie comity siiperintendoiit of edn- 
catioii, a carpet bagger, named Eugg, was elected by the 
board, the presi<Ieiit of which was a negro uamed Henry 
Hiirdy, wlio, that same year, had entered into a written 
contract witli the author to ]>erform labor on hia farm, and 
iiad moved thither with his family, but, on receiving what 
he conceived to be a better bargain, suddenly moved away, 
In violation and total disregard of his obligations. This 
negro, while president of the board, together with another 
member of the board, named Frank Strong, was indicted 
for forgery and bribery, and upon the trial of Strong, Rugg 
testified that he had paid to Hardy and Strong each the 
BHin of twenty-five dollars for their votes in selecting him 
to transcribe the records. 

Yet, notwithstanding this direct and positive testimony, 
the jury, composed of negroes, and one or two white 
men, returned a verdict of not guilty. So flagrant was 
this outrage upon justice, that Judge Orr, a Republican, 
bnt the most talented judge in the State, denounced the 
jnry from the bench, and ordered their names to be enrolled 

^On the records of the court as men incompet«nt and 
fiinworthy to sit on the jury, and instructed the eherilf 
bever again to introduce one of tliose men as a juryman 
While he occupied the bench. 

The trial took place at night, bnfc, in the meantime, Engg, 
becoming apprised of the consequences to himself of hia 
confession, fled during the night, and on the trial of Hardy, 
the following morning was non intentus, nor has he been 
heard of in those parts since. Hardy was, as a matter of 
coarse, discharged, there being no other evidence against 
liiin, and lie continned to officiate as president of the board 
of supervisors until tlie spring of 187G — two years after- 
_ wanl. It may be added that the suexipssor of Rugg, as 
Mipiirintendeut of this county, one J. T. Harrington, was a 
ban of tlie blackest character, and had been indicted for 
lorso stealing. This man continued to serve as superin- 
tendent nntil the Democratic party c:ime into power. 
• The board of sii/ierrisors, aa thus coi^sWtal^, ^wTOs^ii. 
10 



tlio legislative niul executive power of the county. Tbty 
levieil taxes, selected tbo jurors, grand and petit, super- 
vised tlie cdiieatiou of tlio diildreii, and liad control of the 
treasury of tlie comity- 

And as to the selection of the .jurors, it may ha readily 
coiyectured from what ciasa of uitizens tbey were generally 
chosen. TLc following statement, made by GarDctt Au- 
drewa, Esq., a lawyer of Tazoo County, in regard to tlie 
condition of aifairs wrought there by this vicions machin- 
ery, was applicable to a wide extent in the State. 

" One of the most serious grievances, which I have my- 
self seen, was the administration of justice. I was more 
familiar with that than anything else. Under the laws of 
the State the grand jurors are appointed hy the board of 
supervisors. These boards of siiperrisors are composed of 
five individuals, one elected irota each district in tho 
county. The county is divided into five supervisors' dis- 
tricts. Among other duties, they hare the selection of 
the grand jiirora. Each member selects bo many, and, 
as a general rule, these grand jnrors amounted to little or 
nothing at all. There were a few white men pntniion theru 
for apiiearance ealic — sometimes very intelligent men — 
Lut the majority of them wore always composed of negroes, 
and generally very ignorant negroes, and it was almost 
impossililo to get a radical indicted for anything. They 
could do what they pleased. I once tried to get a county 
treasurer, who had been elected by tho radicals, indicted 
for embezKlemont. Ho had appropriated $3,000 "of the 
school fund, which I afterward recovered by suit. I tried 
to have liim indicted for this, bat conid not succeed. They 
would not indict him. And this was a general thing." 

Another instance of the arrogant conduct of this negro 
suiiervisor, Gross, toward the white people, was as follows: 
" A man by the name of Woolfoek had obtaiiie<l the signa- 
tures of seventy citizens and tax payers of the eonnly to 
a respectful jietition to the board of supervisors, asking 
leave for'WooJfoek to jdacc a gate acro.sa tho puitiii! road 
ai his 2>J'i"t:ition, the high watuv Tjve.veatvw!» him at that 
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ine from fencing Lis place. Tbis petition was preferred 
to the board by Win, S. Parrisb, as attorney for the pe- 
titiouer; and upon liis asking permission of tlie board to 
read tbe petition, tliis man, Gross, onlerod liim, in tlie 
most peremptory manner, to talso liis seat. Farrisli replied 
tbat Le bad a right, he thought, as an attorney, to read his 
petition, and to be heard. Gross replied, "No, sir; yon will 
not be heard; and, furthermore, if yon don't take your seat 
you will be fined for contempt of this board." lie refused 
to even hear the petition read, the object of which was simply 
to obtain permission for a citizen to place a gate tempora- 
rily across the public road, which would save him several 
miles of fencing throngh an innndated. swamp, and protect 
[8 crops until tbe water subsided, and he could haul his 
lis from the bottom. 
"In regard to petit juries, it was still worse. The law 
ides thiit they shall l>e selected in the following man- 
Tho tax assessor each year shall retuni into the 
cnit clerk's office a list of all qnaltfied taxpayers of 
:q>er age, or of all persons qualified for jury Jnty. Oi'igi- 
lljj when this list was returned, the names were all put 
"0 a box, marked and numbered, and the tax assessor 
B required, annnally, to make amended returns, report- 
s' such persons as had moved out of the county, and 
B who had moved into it, and the jury bos would then 
^^-jvised by hira and the circuit clerk, and, iierhapa, the 
Brii^ I observed for years, and we could not remedy it, 
Itttho juries were composed almost entirely of negroes 
the most ignorant sort, and they carried the race feeling 
th them into the Jury room. If there was any sort of 
estion between a white man and negro, in which there 
8 any feeling, it was impossible for the white man to get 
itice. I have known some very outrageous cases of this 
in which a negro went into the store of a white 
is wife ivaited in the store. He was armed, and 
acisanlted and cursed her in the most shocking and 
Kiiinablo manner. Tbe negro was indicted, tried. \s'j ci\i«> 
'hese Jaiies phi] acgmtteii, upon tlio clcaxest «,-s\s\ftawi «l 



a wanton attack and assault upon tbe womau. Tbeae are 
mere instances of what uniTersally occurred. Not one of 
tbese jurors in five limidred could read or write. They 
invariably slept wbile we were argaing tbe cases to tbem. 
It was tlie most dislieartentng tbiiig iu the world. Tliey 
would sleep during tbe entire argument, tliPn go out nml 
promptly render tbeir verdicts. You could not do any- 
thing with tbem unless you would repeat to tbciu ribald 
jokes, or something of that sort. You could arouse 
their attention iu uo other way. There was a class of 
tbem, or ring, that bung around tbe court house as pro- 
fessional jurors, and, as witnesses, they thought it their 
duty, generally, to swear for tbe side that summoueil 
tbem." 

An instance of this kind is related by Judge Shackle- 
ford, a Repabliean. It occurred iu Washington County. 
There was an Irishman by tbe name of Kelly indicted for 
murder, and after all tbe evidence liad been elicited iu 
the case, tbe district attorney and tbe counsel for the 
defence came to an agreement to submit the case, Tbe 
district attorney stated to the jury that he would i» 
satisfied with a verdict of raanslaugbter, or a verdict of 
guilty, as charged in tbe indictment, coupled with a sen- 
tence to the penitentiary for life. This bad been agi'ced to 
by the counsel for tbe defence, yet the jury went out, and 
to the utter surprise of every oue, brought in a verdict of 
" not gnilty," and the court could do nothing more than to 
discbarge both prisoner and jury. 

The justice courts of Mississippi have jurisdiction in 
all matters where the amount iu controversy does not 
e.'seeed $150, and they have an extended jurisdiction in 
criminal matters. They may punisb for assault and bat- 
tery, petty larceny, affrays and riots, all disturbances of 
the x^eace, and they have a general committing power in 
all cases. It will be seen that this extent of Jniisdiction 
renders them the most important courts in the State. Tet 
tbese courts wore often presided over by the most ignorant 
aud TJcious of tbe negro popuVaVvon, oviA. e» yAvtacato as 



KEMPEE OOtnUTY VINDICiTBD. 149 

to be wholly unable to resid in telli gently any !uw what- 
ever, or to comprebeutl a legal argument. 

The following description of a negro justice, given un- 
der oath liy IJobert Powell, Esq., a lawyer of Mitdison 
County, before the Misslssipiii investigating committee, 
may be received as pretty generally applicable to tliose of 
otiicr counties : 

Q. By Senator Bayard: Had you any justices of tho 
peace wiio were colored ^ 

A. Yep, sir. 

Q. Do you know their condition as to illiteracy f 

A. This year we have one in tlio county that can write 
his name. Last year, however, I don't Ihink there was a 
colored justice in the eonnty who could write his name. 
I know several of them personally. The way they kejit 
their dockets was to get some friendly neighbor to write 
them up just before the grand jurj' met, to present to them. 
They rejiort bnt few fines. I'thiuk one of them reported 
about five dollars. 

Q. 'When the docket was written were they able to 
read it ? 

A. No, sir. 

(J. Were these Justices of whom yon have spoken able to 
fill up the writs they issued, to sign them, or know what 
"tUey contained ? 

A, No, sir. 

Q. Did they sign these writs by a mark, or get some one 
10 write their names to them? 

A. They signed them by a mark. 

Q. Have you seen them so signed 1 

A. I have. 

But, if the offices of supervisor and jnstice of the peace, 
ivcre, in many counties, as we have seen, tilled almost 
entirely by ignorant and vicious negroes, the judges of the 
lii^her courts, appointed by Governor Ames, from the carpet 
ling or scalawag element, were in many instances but little 
leas infamous. The chancellors espcciaWy, tot \,\«ivtto?>'t\wv\X., 
"ere as motley- ami incompetent a set aa bvct -eoWxARA "Oiv^ 
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Rents of Jiistic'?. In faut, it was dLMculL fur a persou uf 
strict iutegrity, uudor this ivilmiuiHtratioii, tu liold tlm 
poeition, and wheruvtr ou« proved himself to be above 
partisau iiifliienoos when ou iLe Eteuuli, lie was promptly 
removed. This was tlie case in regai'd to Cliancellorn 
Peyton and Dreiiiian. The former had been appointed to 
tbe beucli by Governor Alconi, and was removed by 
Governor Ames, because lie refused to nmke ceitaiii 
rulings and decrees in conformity U) tlie wisUes of tiio 
governor in the case of The Uuiverwly of Mississippi, 
etal, V. The Vicksburg ami Nashville Kaiiroad et al. 

For the purpose of malving tliis chancellor subservient 
to Lis will in this matter, Governor Ames approached th« 
&.ther of the chancellor, Hon. E. Q. Peytou, who was 
then chief justice of the State of Mississippi, and en- 
deavored to persuade him to exercise such influence over 
his son as would induce him to li-ame his decisions in ac- 
cordanc&with his will. This infamous proposition the chief 
juatico spurned with scoru and indignation, and, althougU 
I BepubUcan, was ever afterwards bitterly hostile to Amea 
ami, his administration. 

The circumstances of the removal of Chancellor Dreii- 
iian, of the twelfth chancery district of Mississippi, were 

I follows : A radical candidate for sheriff in Yazoo 
County by the name of Morgan, and a henchman of the 
governor, had shot and killed his rival for the same office, 
under very aggra^'ated circumstancea. Morgan was tried 
and refused bail by the justice court. 

At that time tlie statute forbade a justice of the peace or 
any judge gi-antiug bail to any person charged with a 
capital crime where the proof of guilt was jiositive or the 
presumption great. Morgan sued out a writ of habeas 
corpiis before tbe chancellor, who, npon hearing, refused 
also to grant bail, and remanded Morgan to jail. Upon 
this ho received from Governor Ames an order of removal. 

In both of these instances tlie action of the governor was 
evidently in itursuance of a purpose to control and render 
Hie Judiciary of the State eutviiiYj 6,u\iafc'CN\ftQt to Uis will, 
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KlHid that, U'O, by methods iu violation of thu constitution 
of the State, and contrary to all the provisions of law, 
made as safeguards to the integrity of the jndioiiiry. 

The couBtitution of the Sttite of Mississijipi provides 
that the chancellors be appointed by the governor of tin; 
State, with the advice aud consent of the seuate; bub 
Governor Ames, in order to dispense with this trammel 
upon his purposes, declined to make the uomiuationa to 
the seuate, as required by law, and made the appoiutmeuts 
after the atljournment of the legislature by I'irtae of his 
authority to fill vacancies in vacation. The character of 
aome of these appointniouts is here given. 

He appointed as chancellor of the eighth chancery 
diBtrict, a man by tUo name of J. D. Barton, who was not 
only totally incompetent to discharge the duties of thei 
office, hut had been publicly charged with the crime of 
forgery. Of this Governor Ames was informed upon high 
authority. Among his informants was J. M. Stone, the 
present governor of Mississippi, who then resided iu the 
same county with Bartou. Yet Ames refused to believe it, 
or, at least, cared nothing for it, aud appointed Barton as 
chancellor ; but when at the next session of the legislature, 
his appointment camo before the senate for confirmation, 
the charges were investigated, and tihe proof of guilt was 
conclusive. Yet Ames refused to withdraw his nomination 
until he was told by his fiieuda that it was impossible to 

l^get the senate to couflrm the appointment. 

W In some cases he appointed men to he chancellors who 

Pvere not members of the bar; in these instances tho 
persons were promised the appointment as a reward for 
some services rendered, or to be rendered, to the governor, 
and they would then pretend to read law for a short time, 
and get their licenses, which would ho followed imme- 
diately by their commission as judges of the chancery 
courts. 

There were some of them who had never practised. 
Ban by the name of GuIIius was appointeOi uv ML^xa'iMsJiV 
iomit^f who hail been a sort of physician, "Vivxt V^ \iks^ 
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read a law book. IIi) was a State senator, receivi^d his 
appointment wLile at Jackson, went home, managed lu 
procure licenao, aud immediately took Lis seat uiion tlio 
chancery bench. 

These licenses to practice law were quite easy to obtain ; 
Iho eitstom was to make application to the court throu^'li 
motion made by some nieniber of the bar. A eomiiiitlt-e 
of two or tiirco members would then bo appointed by tlie 
court for the purpose of esaniiriatioii J this coniniitteo aud 
the candidate would then withdraw to a corner of tliu 
court room, talk to the applimiit a little about law, then 
go in and report favorably, aud license would be grouted 
at once. 

The whole thing of admission to tho bar iu Mississippi, 
since the war, has been a mere matter of form and a farce. 
The writer himself hag known young men admitted to 
practice in the courts of the State who, elsewhere, would 
not have been considered competent for an efficient clerk 
I a law oEBce. Hence, even their admission to the bar 
afforded no recommendation to Ames' appoiutees, 

I.S chancellor of the ninth district he appointed a man 

named L. C. Abbott, who was not a lawyer, either by 

reading or practice. He had never practised law, or 

written a bill, though he is said to have been a conacien- 

tions man and tried to do the best he could, so far as a, 

man could be conscientious, who would attemi)t to occupy 

such a position under such circumstances. Ho had been 

admitted to the bar ouly a few days prior to his appoint- 

ut, aud with the distinct understanding that his 

admission to practice shonld be followed by a commission 

to act as chancellor. 

In the thirteenth district ho appointed William Breck, 

^L who was said to be wholly unworthy and incompetent to 

^1 discharge the high duties of the ottico of chancellor. He 

^m was a man of little or no knowledge of the law, or esperi- 

^K enee iu its iiracticc, and iie hiul also been publicly charge<l 

^^ and reported to tlie governor as ha,vu\g defrauded and 

^^^awiadled, as assiipiee of tUe estate ot QU&*aic««(^i,cil&ai.^D>Ki% 
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Coitnty, tbo creditors of eaitl estate, and as having been a 
party to certain illegal aud fraudulent contracts let out by 
tlie boanl of supervisors of Madison County, while he waa 
the president of the board. 

It may be observed here that tbo chancery courts of 
Mississippi have fall common law chancery and eqnity 
jnrisdiction, without limitation as to the amount in contro- 
versy, aud when tho suit is once properly brought, and 
the circumstances arrayed so as to give jurisdiction to the 
particular court, its writs run throughout the entire State. 

They liave control of the estates of minors, and the 
dower of widows, aud tho partition of estates, and they 
have the power of granting all remedial writs, such as the 
writ of habeas corpus, injunctions, ne exeat, etc. 

Waiving all questions of honesty of purpose, or leaving 
them to the judgment of the reader, I will mention here an 
instance or two of the manner in which these powers were 
Rometimes exercised by those cbaucellors : In 1875, a large 
nnmber of the citizens of Oktibbeha County sued out an 
injunction against the collection of a railroad tax in that 
county. The sheriff of tho county, by whom the tax was to 
be collected, was a Kepublican, and a contractor with the 
authorities of the railroad, aud was, therefore, a partici- 
rant in the advantages of collecting this tax. this tax 
9 to go to him under a contract for work on tho railroad. 
Pa bill of injunction was prepared aud filed by the Uou. J. 
W. C. Watson, on behalf of the taxpayers, and tbo sheriff 
being tho principal defendant, the process was placed in 
the bands of the coroner, as provided by law in such cases. 
The fiat for the injunction was obtained in the name of 
some ten or twelve taxpayers, from Chancellor Frazce. 
The sheriff, upon this, applied to and obtained a flat of in- 
junction from Chancellor Sullivan, enjoining the coroner 
from serving the original or prior writ. 

TTpoti the strength of this novel injunction, some ten or 

Iwelve other tax jtayers carao forward and having caused 
be first bill to be dismissed, filed another bill, prajiug for 
ifeiKJunctiou of the sherift' in beUa\t ot ttiems.%\Nfta-» 
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the otlior tax payera of tbc comi ty. This was likewise very-'^ 
praperly grautcd by Cliancellor Frazee, wlio lived soiiii^ 
dlatniiofl away ia tbe Cotiiit-y of Chickasaw. Tiio liat cftm^» 
bnck and was placed in the hands of tLo clerk to issue? 
but lie was dilatory iu liis action, la a day or two alter, 
Obaocellor Frazee pro«;edetl to Starkville, tlie county ,1 
seat of Oktibbeha, and stopped at the i-esideuce of Ihu 
sheriff. Tbe next morning he went to the clerk's office and 
dissolved the iujnnctiou he had granted to all the ta£ 
payers iu the county, save the ten or twelve whose names 1 
were especially mentioned in the bill. 1 

Thus this cbauctillor, without notice to the opposite i>3-t- \ 
ties, and upou his own motion, without even a petition for 
that purpose, virtually dissolved au injunction, and le- . 
qnired the clerk to issue au ameuded process, declariug I 
that the Injuuction was to be operative only as to tbe per- 
sons especially named in tbe bill — some ten or twelve per- 
sons, out of, perhaps, throe or four thousand. 

It is unnecessary to add, that these jiroceedinga were 
altogether irregular, to say the least, and not at all in ac- 
cordance with usage, if uot in positive violation of law. 

It is plain that this whole transaction was prompted by 
partisan considerations, for its very anomaly is too glaring 
to be attributed to ignorance, while the purxiose was too 
manifest to be confined within the province of mistaken 
duty. 

Another instance of this character, and one that occurred 
within the knowledge of the writer, will suffice for the pnr- 
jKJse of showing the character of the men whom Governor 
Ames lifted to the chancery bench of Mississippi. The 
writer had occasion to act as counsel in a suit before Anstiu 
Pollard, chancellor of the seventh district. On rendering 
Ills decree, he appointed the clerk of bis court, one II. H. 
Harrington, as commissioner to compute the amount in- 
volved iu the decree. The clerk made out an exorbitant 
bill of costs, besides falling into an error of a considerable 
Slim ia computing the amount covered by the judgment. 
The counsel lUiulo a motion to Uave tti«TOav\i\!LUtiou cor- 
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Tected. Tlie cliniicellov positively refused to eiitertaiu the 
motion. Upon tliis tlie clerk wiis iirrestcd on n uliarge 
if extortion, and biouglit to triiil belore tlie uiayor of West 
Tlic cliancellor camo in witli liitu and attended tbo 
iriaL The clerk wns found K»''ty- '^'ii^i 'ie-'=t niorning tlio 
^aucellor opened bia court, ami on liis own motion, w 
lat the knowledge of tbe parties, revised tlie bill of costs, 
biHking it even Jai'ger fbiin tbat for wbicb his clerk had 
teen found guilty of extortion. Tiiis Kame cteik mtob sub- 
Hjiiently triod and convicted of forgeiy and altering thu 
■ecords, and was sentenced to tlio penitentiiiry, bat sue- 
pedcd, thi-eugh nutans of some tecbnicalities, in having 
e judgment reversed by tbo supreme court. 
What mny have been llio notion of right and justice 
entertained, tlio writer does not pretend to 
Scfine; but it is certain that nuch conduct is ntterlyin- 
ompntible with that jmrity which Iho teachings of chan 
f jurisprudence and tbe sucred functions of that court 
rould lead us to expect. 

■The clerks of the circuit and chancery courts during 
his period were extremely ignorant and unreliable ; many 
'. them could not write or read, but depended entirely 
ipou eomo deputy wlio could, but who was generally, if 
possible, more untrustworthy than themselves. 
, The sheriff of De Soto County for four years, was an 
literate, ignorant negro. Ho had no concejition of the 
uties of his office, and, in fact, did not pretend to dis- 
Iiargo them. The business was all douo by his deputies, 
Fho were generally irresponsible persons. And white the 
iinctions of the circuit judges do not require a higher 
jrder of talent for the purposes of justice than those of 
be chancellors, they, at least, arc more open to view, and 
ihpetency in their exercise is more readily detected, 
rtaicb, perhaps, made them more cautions ; yet, with, 
( or two escei>tionR, the entire judiciary of the State, 
hiring this time, lacked the confidence and respect of 
otli the bar and the people, for there was but little cer>, 
\\alj as to ivJietlier right or wrong -soviLVi Vvv^mk^ 
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any cause iii law or equity. Tliey saw the whole judiot 
inacbinery ramified with corruption, permeated with i 
and clogged with ignorance. 

During this era of crime and misgoverument there n 
no field more prolific of villainy tlian the office of lli^ 
shrievalty. The sheriffM were, exoflicio, the fas gatherers 
of the coiinties, mauy of them notoriously d«faulte<l, while 
others, no less vicious, managed, by engaging the co-opeiii- 
tion of the auditors of public accounts, in concealing the 
tracks of their crimes, under color of their oUice and un- 
der cover of political fraternity, extorted, at pleasure, the 
bard earnings of the negro, whose ignorance and credulity 
toward his white allies rendered him a tamo snhject for 
their exactions. 

The sheriff of Noxubee Conuty, in 1875, one W. M. 
Conner, was reported to the governor as a defaulter, hold- 
ing twenty-two thousand dollars of public money which he 
- refused to pay over to the county, and yet, on account of 
the partisan services of this individual, Governor Ames 
refused to remove him from office. 

The sheriff of Colfax, now Clay County, was indicted 
for malfeasance in office, was tried and convicted, and a 
judgment of tine and removal from office passed upon him. 
This judgment was affirmed by the supreme court, and, 
within two hours after the affirmation of the judgment, 
Governor Ames reiippointert him to the shrievalty of the 
same county. And it was by his direction and aid that 
the notorious I'eter Crosby returned to Vicksburg and at- 
tempted to take possession, by force, of the 8herifi''s office 
of Warren County, which he had voluntarily abandoned, 
and which caused a conflict- between the races, in which 
many lives were lost. But, as we will have occasion to 
recur to these events hereafter in taking a special view of 
Governor Ames and his conduct during the canvass of 
1875, we will difer any particular notice of them until 
then. 

It was in n-feri-'nce to this determined attempt tor 
^taie Crosby Jiiat, ou bvvxf^ wameiV oS tAiftVLaiavi ^^XamsS^ 
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^tj and the terrible consequences likely to ensne, the gover- 
nor declared that ^^ the blood of th^ martyrs was the see<l 
of the chnrch,'* and that **the killing of twenty-five or 
thirty negroes would result beneficially to the Republican 
party." 

Th euse of these expressions was testified to by Zyfiijor 
Allyn, at that time the commander of the Federal military 
forces in Mississippi, and intimate in both his ofiicial and 
personal relations with the governor ; and on another occa- 
sion, when there were a number of negro politicians as- 
sembled at the governor's mansion, for the purpose of 
discussing the right of the negro Crosby to be reinstated 
in his office, and the manner in which that object should 
be accomplished, some one present intimated that, if that 
attempt should be made, as Governor Ames urged that it 
should be, there would be bloodshed. Upon this, the Gover- 
nor declared, in substance and effect, that he and other white 
men had faced bullets to free the colored people, and now, 
if they were not willing to fight for their rights and to 
maintain their freedom, they were unworthy of it. 

In consequence of such expressions and the active aid he 
promised, on the morning of the 7th of December, 1874, a 
large body of armed negroes appeared before the city of 
Yicksburg, with the avowed intention of capturing the city 
and reinstating Peter Crosby in the oflBce of the sheriff of 
Warren County. The citizens flew to arms in defence of 
their homes, and marched out to meet the besiegers. A 
bloody conflict ensued, in which many lives were lost, and 
the negroes were totally defeated and dispersed. 

On this occasion the people of Mississippi had the morti- 
fication of seeing their governor instigating and abetting 
the negroes in a war of rapine and savage butchery upon 
the white people of the State ; and that the attempt proved 
a failure was owing to the prompt manner in which the 
whites accepted the gage of battle. 

Being thus baffled in his efforts to produce a war of races,* 
as he declared, for the benefit of the rad\cti\\>^x\^'^V^w^^ 
Boagbt to avail himself of the oppoitutuVy , ^'c, \^^^^^ ^^ 
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iitvokiiiK tilt! luesciite of the United States military forces^ 
and ealletl lustily iipou tlie President of tlic Uuited Stattf^ 
for troops (o quell wliat ha cbitracteiized as a. rebellion on 
the part of the wliite pi'oplo of tlie State. 

Tlie call was answered by the authorities of the Federal 
government, who were over ready to seize upon every circiuii- 
Btaucecalculutcd to fan the embers of haUt in tlie minds of tlio 
Northern people, and to further jiHi-tisan pnrposes. Troops 
were sent to Vicksbnrg, and through their instrumeutiility 
the negro, Peter Crosby, who had now become extremely 
obuoxious to the people, was reinstated, and the sheriff of 
their choice, A. J. Flauigan, forcibly ejecte<l by the arnietl 
fortes of the United States. The governor, so far, was 
triumphant, and no doubt felt thut hereafter his schemes 
would meet with no further opposition, and that his acts 
would heucefortb be beyond any question or efforts of 
redress by the wliite people of Mississippi. 

He now began' to gather around him the most vicious men 
of Ills party that could be (minii iii tlio State, ami who weru 
thoroughly imbued with his spirit of hostility to the whites, 
and entirely subservient to his vengeful desires. 

The following is Ihe reeord of three of the governoi''» 
eonMeutial admirers and bosom I'liends: Raymond was 
editor of the Jnckaou Pi7uf— ii paper coudneteil entirely in 
the interest of Ames, and in obsequious advocacy of his 
policy. He was also the State i)riuter, for whioh he wa» 
paid the enormous sum of eighty thomtaud dollars per* 
auiium, when the work eouhl ha\'o been procured tor les» 
than one fonrtb of that sum. Yet this man, with thi* 
pripcelj salary, placed his printing office in charge of 
another, it is said, at a salary of eighteen hundred dollars 
in currency per annum, and accepted for him.self a, clerk- 
ship in the office of the State Treasurer, at a salary of flftceii 
himdred dollars in State warrants, worth seventy-live eenln 
on the dollar. This was done in order to handle the funds 
of the State, and cash the warrants, which he imrchased 
at a heavy discount. A. R. Howe, ex -congress man anil 
ex-treasarer of Panola Coimt^, ■wm awi^tft'c. He hail 
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obtained imlawfally from tho uegro board of sui^erTisora 
of that county about Ave thousand dollars, of which 
amoaut he swindled the county The third, and hist, that 
it ia deemed necessaiy to meutioii here, was one A, T. 
Morgan, of Yazoo County. This man had married a negro 
wotnau, and, it its said, that when State senator ho oS'ered to 
Bell his vote on the printing bill to Eaymond for two thou- 
Rond dollars, but lifiymood said be bought it for nine hun- 
dred dollars. He ia the same individual that murdered his 
rival or oiiponent lor the ollice of sheriff, and in wLieb case 
the governor appointed a chancellor especially for the 
parjtose of granting liim bail. 

Ho secretly, autl witliont any competition or public bid- 
ding, conferred the contracta for the convict labor of the 
penitentiary upon two of his partisan and personal favor- 
ites—namely, one O. C. Prencb and one C. S. Jobes— who 
were partners in the transaction, upon terms most nnfavor- 
ablo to the State, and upon conditions precedent that they 
should render to him certain partisan and personal services 
for the advantages Le had thus bestowed upon them, to the 
great detriment of the interest of the State, and to the 
increased penance of the unfortunate inmates of the State 
])rison themselves. 

Proving more and more violent in hia feelings toward 
"the white people of Mississippi, his mind was constantly 
irritated by a consciousness of the scorn he merited on 
tlieir part, and his whole policy seemed now to bo shaped 
"by a desire and fixed purpose to degrade the sovereignty of 
the State, and to bring its constitution and laws into con- 
tempt. He never suffered an opportunity of humiliating 
the people to pass uuavailed. All his ai>pointment8, re- 
movals and reinstatcmenta seemed to be subordinated to 
that purpose and design. He even assumed to appoint 
ami commission justices of the peace and constables, in 
contravention of the laws, and in violation of the constitu- 
tion of the State, This he attempted in the Comity of 
Washington. He corruptly approved tho bond of one M, 
L. Ilolliiiid, who had been sippoiuteA SVaVc U*iafi,um\: ^i-j 



This boiiil, as required by law, was to consist of au obli- 
gation made to the State to tlie amoant of eighty thousand 
dolhirs, with three or more good freehold sureties, whose 
solvency and responsibility for that amount should be es- 
tablished by their oatha that they were worth the penalty 
conditioned and jiominated in the bond over and above 
their just debts, legal liabilities and ox.emptions in free- 
liold estate, and to be approved by the governor before 
the candidate coidd bo inducted into office. 

Jfotwithstauding these positive requirements, Governor 
Ames approved the bond of Holland, regardless of the 
i'act that his sureties had not made the oath of solvency 
and responsibility as requueil, and notwithstanding a 
prompt admonition from the attorney general of the 
State, his constitutional adviser, that he had examined 
the bond and found it to be inaufflcient, and not in the 
due form of law, and that the said Holland had no right to 
exercise the functions of the office of State treasurer until 
his boud was ijerfceted. In tho face of till this, Governor 
Ames thrust this man, thus irresponsibly (jnalifled, into 
the trcasurei-'s ofHce, and gave i'orce and validity to all of 
bis acts in the same manner as if he had been dniy 
qnaliiied. 

Nor was his pardoning power exercised in a less parti- 
san manner, or less in derogation of justice. Indeed, so 
notorious and arbitrary was his conduct in this respect 
that the vilest criminals, provided they were his political 
adherents, looked with no unfounded hopes for this boon, 
which he dispensed with such lavish hand. 

The following is an instance of this character: One 
Alexander Smith had been tried and convicted in the 
Circuit Court of Chickasaw County of a lieinons crime com- 
mitted upon the person of a little girl under ten years of 
age ; for this crime he had been sentenced to the peniten- 
tiary of the State for life. There was no question as to the 
guilt of this criminal ; no technicality of law violated on 
the trial, and no grounds for an appeal. The proof was 
jxmtive and iucontioveitiWe, att4 ttie ■aKo.Vftxicft isaa 
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reached by anrl tlirongh the regular channels and due 
forms of law. Smith was placed in the penitentiary for 
the term of his natural life, but soon after this he came 
into possession of a large sum of money, which was iintni;- 
diately put in operation to proonre his reprieve. One 
Frederick Parsons and one William Noonaa were well 
known iiiirtisaus and personal friends of the governor. To 
them he at once applied for mediation. He gave to Par- 
sons the sum of twenty-eight hundred dollars, and to 
N'oonan the sum of two hundred, for their respective ser- 
vices in his behalf 

These men at once set to work to effect the object for 
which they were hired. They procured the yignatures of 
parties living in remote parts of the State, who had never 
even heard of the case, to a petition to the governor for 
the pardon of Smith. 

On that petition, neither the name of the circuit judge, 
beforo whom the trial had taken place, nor that of the 
district attorney, nor an^' other member of the court, or of 
the jury appeared, nor, in fact, the name of any one con- 
nected with the trial ; yet upon the strength of this peti- 
tion thus obtained, the governor tendered his pardon to 
Smith, and he was enlarged and restored to all his rights 
and privileges, while dyed all over with the black stains of 
Tinatoned and unmitigated guilt. 

This liberal exercise of the pardoning power, which was 
dictated by no humane considerations, but purely for 
partisan purposes, as the character of its recipients shows, 
was carried to such an extent as not onlj' to interfere with 
the course of public justice throughout tlio State, but it 
was a charter of immunity for the commission of crime. 
According to his report of pardons and commutations of 
sentence, made to the legislature on January 17, lS7(i, 
it will bo seen that Governor Ames pardoned tliirty-seveu, 
find tlte negro lieutenant governor, while acting governor, 
tliii'ty-two convicts during the single year of 1875. 

Thus were sixty-aine convicted felons tonveA, \Qas«. " 

twee uiKOi society, and most of them. dovoiA oi a»'S 'tM&'jj 

U 
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tiug circiimslanco to jiislify iiiiardon. By reference to this 
saiue report, it will bo «;eii tbjit tLcse reprieves were for 
tlio moat part based npoii the recoiniuendatiou of parties 
who were particular ]iersoiiHl or political friends of tlie 
gnrenior. 

The immuuily from tlio U'sal (ionsi'queuces of crime Ibua 
occasioned and approved by tbo cbief execative of tlio 
State did uot fUit to beuv its fniits. It promoted a disposi- 
tion of lawlessness, for which the governor himself was, in 
ngreat measure, responsible. Iteiicoariiged Jind prompteil 
his partisnua to tbo perpetrsitiou of any villainy wtiicli 
might redound to tbeir personal or political advantage, 
and tbe contagion once promoted l.)y the examples of the 
highest otlicers of tbo State government continued to spread 
until tbo whole machinery was gangrened with corrnplion, 
at which even the stomach of Northern E«pnblicanH 
became nauseated to snch an estent as to call forth such 
observations as the followiug from a leading HepiibUcau 
paper, the Philadelpliia Fretis: 

"The administration of Governor Ames, a carpet bagger 
and political adventurer, has done much to disorganize 
society and teach general contempt for all authority in 
Miasissippi. The disorder is palpably the result of a 
corrupt and powerless government, that has taught its 
ignorant negro ilependenta that they were above tLt law 
ill a atrugglo with the whites, and they have mado the 
common mistake of taking their leaders at their word." 

During this time the legislature of Mississippi could not 
be more appropriately characterized than by the apt 
denomination of " black and tan." It was composed almost 
entirely of ignorant negroes and Northern political adven- 
turers, happily called carpet baggers I These legislators, 
Laving little or no property interest in the State, manifestwl 
on every occasion the most bitter feelings against the white 
people who owned all the property anil itaid all tho taxes. 
Indeed, the legislature was constantly actuated by tho 
worst spirit of communism, and the desire and intention to 
(SO tax tbe property of tho whites aa to toica \^wim Vq suflter 



^Bts confiscation or abandon me Dt, was in many iust<iuces 
open and avowed. 

In this the cupidity of tbe carpet bagger aiul the race 
prejudice of the negro found apparently an indissoluble 
bond of union, and a common incentive to every act 
antagonistic to the property holders and tax payers. 
Consequently the taxes during this period were utterly 
iiisapiwr table, aud had they continued to exist much 
longer would evidently have soon produced nniveisally the 
very effect for which they were imposed. 

The people of Mississippi iound themselves impoverished 
to an unexampled degree by the result of the war. The 
productive property of the State cousistwl entirely in laud 
and negro slaves, and with the loss of the latter the tbrmei" 
became almost worthless, as the negro, naturally indolent, 
manifested in the early days of his fieedom the determiua- 
lion to labor only so much as might bo requiied to supply 
liimself with the necessaries of life, and this disposition 
continues to this day to be a luarkeil feature of bis 
character. 
^L The white people of Mississippi, driven to these terrible 
^Kraits, sought by every means in their power to find 
^K ome palliation of tuese onerous and oppressive measures. 
They had offered, as has been before mentioned, every 
tleacription of compromise, but yet without avail. It was 
now determined to offer a petition to this infamous legis- 
lature for eveu a partial redress of their sore grievances. 

Por this purpose, a couvention of the tax payers of the 
State met at the eapitol in the City of Jackson, in the 
month of December, 1S74. It was composed of solid 
property holders from all portions of the State, without 
reference to political party. It adopted an address to the 
legislature setting forth their grievauces, petitioued for 
tiieir redress, and designated the remedies they desired to 
be applied for that purpose. They represented the general 
jjoverty of the people and the depressed value of every 
kind of property, which rendered it ivai>QS.*\\iVfti«t\.'att«\\fi 
pajj- tho enormous rate of taxation to \v\un\i. VXie^a "sfttta 
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jected. TLoy eoinpared these rates wilh tliosc of IbrmtT 
(lays, wlictt tlio country was abounding in wealtb. Tliat, 
since the reorganizjition of the State upon a basis resnltin},' 
from the ■war, which had deprived them of iiino-tentlis 
of their property, tlie people had grown constantly poorer, 
nnd the meana of enpport harder and harder to be pro- 
cured, while their spirits were even burdened with dread 
less the very shelter shonld bo torn away fium over tlio 
beads of their wives and little ones. 

That in addition to their poverty, there were necessarily 
many burdens to be borne by tbo Southern people nii- 
linowu to theTn iu more prosijerous times, such as tlieir 
part of the public debt of the general government, tlio 
great expeuso of the public school system, and the in- 
creased price of necessary commodities, aud to this might 
be added tbo wilful waste and extravagance of i)ublio 
offlccra, and the heavy local burdens that fall upon tho 
iuhabitauts of cities and towns. For tbo remedy of tbeso 
evils, they asked for economy on the part of tho party in 
control of the State government. 

They showed the rapid and continued iucrease of the 
taxation imposed npon them, which had bceu continually 
augmented and raised from a State tax often cents on one 
dollar in 1863, to fourteen thncs as much iu 1874, iind that 
the county levies, in many instances, were increased in a 
still greater ratio, while the people were much poorer at 
the latter period than iit the former, and that this tax was 
even greater, from tlie fact that the assessed value of their 
property was greatly in excess of its market value, and 
thua,while their property decUued in value, and the people 
became poorer, their burdens of taxation were cootiuually 
increased. 

That notkwithstanding these extravagant tax levies, tho 
public debt during all these years had increased annually 
on an avemge of over six hundred and sixly-eight thons- 
and dollars, a sum which, if economically administered, 
would itself defray all the exvienses of the Statu govern- 
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Tliat proportional results had, in many instances, at- 
mded the operations of tlie lioiinls of connty snpeJ-visois, 
'hose malfe;\sance3 aiitl estravagandes Itad sadillcd tlio 
lUUtiea with ruinous debts. Tbut these facts, whftlier 
igarded as tiie result of misgovern men t, or as prool' of tlie 
prosperous condition of tlio people, nrising.fi'om otljt'r 
uses, were alike painful to contemplate. 
That the general failure of crops during (bat year con- 
tribated to place the taxes still further beyond their power 
of reach. That all the crops raised in the State during that 
year, if aoltl at their market valne, wouhl not pny the cost 
of production and their enormous taxes; and that in con- 
Bcquenee of this, in many parts of the State, the people 
were on the very borders of lamiue, and that these Buffer- 
ings fell hea\icst u]x>n the poor, who formed a very large 
majority of the citizens; and they then asked, if in this 
condition of things, the few oflicials of the State, who were 
the mere servants of the people, ought to be allowed to 
grow fat and rich, while the people were sufieriug for the 
common necessaries of life. 

They asked that a system of rigorous economy be estab- 
lished ; that the salaries of public offlcers, of every grade, 
be reduced to a scale commensurate with the extreme pov- 
erty of the people and the product of all other labor, and 
tbat the number of officers be reduced to the smallest num- 
bet adequate to the performance of the necessary functions 
of the government. 

They enumerated the following particulars, to which 
they suggested the application of economy: First, the 
iHiblic printing — which they represented to have cost the 
SJtate, i>rior to the year 18G1, but eight thousand dollars 
l»er annum, and that subseqneatiy to the year 1870 it had 
Cost annually an average of more than seventy three thou- 
sand dollars, and which i-ould not be attributed to any ex- 
tra amount of labor in this department, for that, in the 
I State of Georgia, where like conditions exist, the cost of 
pnbhc priutinp, during the years 1812 awOiVS"^, fe«i ^(A^a 
mcmge luoi-e than ten thouaaiid dol\ara v^^ a.u\\\iLVft,W«^«2*^ 
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Bliowing that the cost of pnblic priQtiiig in MississipiHfi 
for those two years, -was eight times that of Georgia for 
the name period. The remedy snggested and asked for this 
evil, was a diiniinilion in the 8i7,e of the public journals 
and reports, the ouiissiOD of all nseless and superfliioii? 
matter, and a reduction of the price of printing, and that 
the same matter be paid for but once. 

They represented, also, the injastieo of what was known 
as the district priuting bill, and wLicIi required that cer- 
tain newspapers be designated in each diatriet as the only 
bearers of i^nblic notices, by means of which the people 
Tvere forced to contribute to the maintenance of a partisan 
press, tind to bestow their patronage on persons who were 
obnoxious to thein, besides the inconvenience and futility 
of such notices boiiig made in papers often at a distance, 
and with little circulation. 

They suggested a redaction in the number of circuit 
judges and chancellors, which they represented as having 
been increased as to circuit judges, without sufficient 
reason, from ten to thirteen, and which ten circuit judges 
performed, without complaint, all the dntioa of the thir- 
teen, in addition to all the duties now performed by the 
twenty chancellors, and that the litigation before the thir- 
teen circuit judges and the twenty chancellors was far less 
than it was before the ten judges who formerly performed 
all these duties. They called attention to the increased 
expenses of the legislature, and to the nnmber of sinecure 
offices that had I)een introduced in connection with it. 

They showed that tlie salaries of the governor and lien- 
tenant governor were far larger than those jiaid by other 
Slates of iilie population, and they asked that the snl^incs 
of the treasurer, anditor, seci-etary of state, and attorney 
general, and all other Stale officers be fixed at the amounts 
they were prior to the war. That the fees of the sheriffs 
and clerks of the courts were too high, and, besides, were 
often greatly augmenled by esorbltiint and illegal charges. 
They also cnnnterafed, as fit snbjetU fov \W aVH'lifsatioii 
feeontHuy, jail fees and tbc cos^tot tho stt-gywy <a °gK; 
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Sonera; tbe salaries of the inspoctora of the peniteiitini-y; I 

the trustees of the insane, deaf and dumb and blind asy- I 

liims, and the appropriations to the State universities. I 

They complained of the unjust discrimination made in I 

inalntitining a few favored students at these univcrsitieH in I 

eselusiou of other children of the State at large. ■ 

They also complained of the extravagant rates of taxa- I 

lion for public school purposes, and the reckless appropria- ■ 

tioas made for them, which tliey showed amounted to the I 

Bum of six htiDdred and seveuty-flvo thousand dollars an- I 

n a ally. I 

They suggested that the office of coramissioner of inimi- I 

gration be abolished as utterly useless and siuecnral, and ■ 

reuoui mended that the salaries of school suiterinten dents I 

be saved by combining the duties of that office with those I 

of the sheriff; and they requested that the salaries of I 

teacbers of common public schools be reduced to the I 

t^ulalk'st amount sufficient to secure the services of com- I 

]ictent teachers. They reuommeuded amendmeuta to the I 

constitution, fixing biennial sessions of the legislature, and ■ 

l>rohibiting special legislation. They alleged that a large I 

portion of the time of the legiolaturo was consumed in the M 

consideration of bills of that character, and by means of I 

which the reports and pamphlets of acts were rendered, I 

Tohiuiinoua and ospensi^'e, when general laws would at- I 

tain the same ends. They called especial attention to the m 

powers and abuses of the boards of county supervisors, I 

which tliey characteiized as the most important courts of m 

the State. I 

They represented these boards as being composed gen- I 

orally of very ignorant and untrustworthy persons, who, I 

fill' tbe most part, wero under the inHuence of the sheriffs I 

and clerks of the courts, to whom they made cstravftgant I 

allowances, and, as it remedy for these evils, they recom- ■ I 

mended Ihat Iho law be repealed which allowed them pay ^ 
lur their serviecs. In that event, lliey believed that while 
III) one would seek tlic olVtco, the peo\iA« i.'.ou\i\ aX-N-i.-^-* 'nw^ 
a sa^eieat aautbcr of good men wlio wuvAA vcYlovia \'w. 
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diitieB. And fiually, tbey asked for more time witliin 
■wliicli to pay the taxes for the precediag year. 

Such are the most proDiinent and important features of 
this remarkable document — remarkable for the hiatorj' it 
contains, and the disclosures it makes of the true "in- 
wardness " of the terrible state of affairs existing at that 
time in Mis»issippi, and also for the calm and statesman- 
like manner in which the facts are set forth, and it is a 
pity that it was intended for such unworthy bearers. 

To Ihia calm, lucitl and respectful petitiou and appeal of 
the tivx payers of the State the legislature made no re- 
sponse. Those of its members who were sntflciently in- 
telligent to comprehend it were, no doubt, galleil by the 
unpalatable facts which it brought so lucidly to their view, 
while on the ears of the illiterate negroes of that body it 

1 with the hollow thud of inanition, and was spurned 
with all the insolence of power clad ignorance and African 
arrogance. 

It Iiad uo other effect upon tie legislature than to still 
further excite the prejudices and inflame the passions of 
the negro members and their Northern allies, and to 
cause them to draw the color line across the benches of 
the capitol. Legislation became even more partisan and 
hostile to the white i)eople and property holdei's of the 
State. Yet there were a few leading white Bepublicans 
who saw in the shocking disclosures made by this remark- 
able paper the first cloud caps of that storm which a 
year later swept over the State, and completely revolution- 
ized its politics, driving from power the ignorance and 
corruption that preyed upon its vitals. 

In the utter failure of this noble effort to redress or 
abate their intolerable grievances the tax payers saw the 
necessity of girding themselves for the only alternative 
that conld save them from utter ruin — which was the over- 
throw of the radical party in the State. To this end Ihoy 
now resolved to devote every energy, make every sacrifice 

r invoke every legitimate means in their jiower. This 
Xmovvmcut, with its rcsulta, waatUc Ye^s-towftttt \.\nt« stMj- 
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cess in 1S75. Its cfi'ect was to awaken a general feeliDg of I 
inili^Tiation, to coment the sympathiea of the people, and 
to conceutrato tlioir efforts, while, at the same time, it 
tended to paralyze the radical party, by enlisting the sym- 
pathies of some of its more respectable members, and 
causiuj^ iilann and conftisiou to others. The negro citizens ' 
bad begun to feel the effects of the existing ruinona rates 
of taxation. They were often, in consequence of their ex- 
treme ignorance, made to pay their taxes two or three 
times in the same year by unprincipled tax collectors, and 
it was npon this snbject that they, for the first time, began ' 
to lend a listening ear to the remonstrances and overtures ^ 
of the wiutes. 

Nor did the effects of this appeal stop within the borders 
of Mississippi — it thundered against the walls of Con- 1 
gress, and grated upon the ears of the national leaders of 
the party. 

It was then that Geo. C. McKee, a radical representative 
in Congress from Mississippi, wroto from his desk in the I 
national capital a letter, of which the following is an ex- i 
tract : " I would heg you to bear in mind that there is no ' 
ffar of cutting too deei>. Thfl evil is too enormous. The 
petition and appeal of the tax payers' convention should 
l>e heeded. It is about the ablest paper T have seen i 
iu Mississippi for years. Of course, I do not subscribe 
to each and every one of its sentiments. I do not sup- 
pose there was a single member of the convention who 
did. But in its general tenor it is correct, and 1 hope 
our legislature will not allow themselves to be scared 
off from what is right by any outcry of partisanship, i 
Jjet not the action of the tax jmyers' convention I 
at Jackson bo identified with the action of the | 
fax [layers' league at Vicksburg. The 'petition and I 
appeal' are singularly and carefully non-partisan. Al- ] 
lh<ingli 1 doubt not that a largo majority of tho members i 
(if that convention are working and plotting for tho over- 
liirow of the llepublican party, yet, wheu \\ic \ita^fc "«i«*X- 
na cWzi-iiHj and present to the peo\(\e'a W^jvaXstovK^, -w^X 
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founded grievances, it is no answer to their complaints v^ 
saj' tbat most of the convention were Democrats. Whea a 

liarty yoverurt for tho party ulone, and not for the i>eople, 
it lias 110 boMint'Hs to govern at all. And tliis tax ])ajiug is 
not so innch a question of partisan feeling as of pocket 
1>ook feeling." For the benefit of those wlio may desire 
to study carefully tliia most extraordinary document tbat 
I'ver emanated fi-om a free people, or was ever preferred to 
tbo legislature of a IVeo governmoufc, it is presented in full 
in tbo appendix to this work. For tbe lessons it teacbes 
deserve to be leaiiied and treasured. 

Upon tbe principles set fortb in this petition, involv- 
ing issues upon wbieb binged tbo question of life or deatb 
to tbe white people of Miesissippi, both parties began, iu 
tbe early part of tlio year 1S75, to gather up all their 
Btrongth for the conflict. And it was now for the first 
time that a ray of hope pierced tbo dark clouds that had 
so long, like a pall of death, enveloped tbo political skies. 
For ten long and eloomy years the negroes and th(j radical 
party bad possessed full sway over the destinies of the 
State, while every obstacle to its mad control and its 
farious career of vengeance, corruption and ruin had 
hitherto been rathlessly battered down by the military 
IKiwer of tbe Federal governmeut. The Democratic party, 
seemingly in a hopeless minority, conld bnt stand aside 
with a feeble and scorned protest against the outrages of 
the dominant and all powerful faction whicli controlled 
every department of the Federal and State governments. 
Yet, that feeble voice tbat continued to emit its oudnona 
tones, almost nnlieard amid tbo wild din of vengeance and 
cori-uption, in behalf of justice and peace, was soon to bo 
t'clioed by half a million majority of the American peopl<j, 
!ind by nearly fllty thousand majority in the State of Mis- 
sissippi, while tile fail of radicalism in tlio State was but 
iiiiolher verilicatinn of the adage, tliat " T'ls consili erpers 
i;ita viole rml" (power witliont intelligence falls of its own 
wei^lir), and tliQ principles w\i\i;h were so long s]uinietl 
[ /wr« hecoiiii- t^ll^ I:i>.v note of Amevwan v'i^vWiM,. ^-astV^, 
"Truth cnishi-it lo i-nilU will vise s\s;v\\v\." ^^^^^_ 
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Never was tliero a political party (liat had siicb full 
power, that liad sucli full (ioiitrol of alt of its elements, and 
so imbedded in every feature of tlie national aud State 
govern me lit a as tbe radical party. It had completely 
hedged itself with apparently impregnable barriers, within 
^¥b!ch it had gathered every means of support, every 
aliment that could conduce to its own perpetuity. It 
gatheretl its tribute with an arbitrary hand from every 
sonrce, and it drowned the voice of opposition with the 
beat of the drum and the clangor of the national arms. 

It had made and unmade sovei'eign States at will. It 
bad enacted laws in deiogation of the Federal constitution 
for the sole purpose of peipetnating its power. It had even 
iDUtUated, nullified and defaced that constitntion for the 
sarao purjiose. And if this policy obtained in the national 
legislature, and it vaa thus prostituted, it did not lack 

itation in the State governments. In Mississippi every- 

ing had been done in furtherance of the same policy. 

The legislature had created numerous new counties for 
sake of increasing radical representation. It had 
passed bills of aijportionment of leprcsentation of the most 
unjust character, Foirnerly, in Mississippi, every county 
was entitled to at least one representative in the legis- 
lature. By these bills ten counties in the State were 
deprived of separate representation because of their Demo- 
cratic and white majority, and consolidated with others so 
as to give an aggregate preponderance to the negro vote, 
and by that means secnre » radical negro representation. 
It had extended a personal control ovei' the various offices 
of the counties. Many of the members were the shcriSs 
of the counties they represented. Some were county 
treasurers, and some were also members of the boards of 
county supervisors. 

Subsidiary to this, much of the time of the legislature 
was spent in enacting special laws and in the entertainment 
«if private bills — all for the purpose of enhancing tka 
personal influentc of llio members. 

3^-ie-»ll iliis panoply of nowcr, iuVegnfeS wai-NxA^ 
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gence, tho only ingredients that can give staliility to i>ower 
in any free government, were ntterly wanting, and notwitli- 
etandiug tliat it indeed appeared an appalling nndertaking 
to those who sought its overthrow, yet, considering tlio 
mass of corruption that pervaded the whole systoin, and 
the absurd variance it worked with the very laws of 
nature, and every sentiment of enlightened hniuauity, it 
appears a matter of wonder that it should have existed so 
long. 

That a political party, in a free government, and founded 
upon ignorance, fostered by hatred, uonrished by corrnp- 
tlon, and pursuing an aggressive hostiLity to a peo]il6 that 
have no superior, should be able to long njlo that people 
Ihrough the iuatrumentality of an inferior and degraded 
race, will appear to posterity a fact almost too absurd for 
conception. The white people of Mississippi, in common 
with their fellow citizens of the South, were willing to 
abide with patience the decrees of fato so long as those 
decrees were compatible with the preservation of their 
manhood and honor, of which their conduct through the 
great struggle justified them in expecting no inva»ioii. 
And it must be confessed that it is painful to acknowledge, 
and even to contemplate, that tho spirit manifested by the 
dominant section showed such a marked diflerence in 
sentiment between the two sections as to engender appre- 
Iiensions in regard to the coutinuity of that coucord so 
necessary for the promotion of the general welfare of all 
classes and conditions of a people with such diversity of 
interests as ia exhibited throughout the vast domain of tlb& 
Union. 
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The ivbolo systeui of recoiistrnction adopted and en- ] 
forced by the radical party upou Miaaissippi was a net 
work of tbe most odious teniia and degradiug couditions, 
liistory of wbicb belongs, for tbe most part, in com- 
to all tbe Soutbera States, 
III 1S()T, tlie State was reduced to tbe condition of a mili- 
kry province. Federal garasoiis were stalionod at all | 
Liiueiit jioints, anil over these was place<t in command , 
of the most blinded, l>enighted and bitter partisans 
,at could be found among tbe officers of tbe army. This 

Adelbert Ames, of the State of Maine. 
[Tlic career of this man, who, by virtue of this appoiut- 
int, became a kind of niilitiuy governor, was cliaracter- 
ized at once by an utter disregard to the rights and feel- , 
iiigs of tho white people of the State. lie paid no attention i 
whatever to their laws any fiutber than it suited his views 
and pui'poses to have them eiiforced. He endeavored by 
every means in his power to degrade them. lie declared 
himself to bi> the champion of tbe negro race in all its I 
arrogant claims, and evcu prompted them to more unrea- 
sonable demands. Ho declared that he bad a mission to , 
perform in the interest of the negroes, and avowed the 
lion of his fortnne with theirs. 

It was under the anspices of bis supremacy as military 
iveruor, that a convention was convoked at the State 
oapitol in 1SC8, to frame a new constitution for tbe State. 
This constitution embraced many features of tbe most odi- 
ous character; and it is evident that tbe convention that , 
;ined it was actuated solely by a view to party exigen- I 
ts, and a desire to place the State perpetually in radical I 
irness. While many white citizens of the State, tbe Itest I 
^nd most prominent, were disfranchised by this constitn- 
tion, it conferred unlimited franchise u\"iOTit\ifc'nfc^o^'iJ»^i 
and it so ajiportioued the representation ia tiift \"6^v^uj,\»x.^ 
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by inexpeiljcnt conibiiiationa of constituencies, as to give, 
s tbey hoped, permanent ascendency to the negroes, wLo 
were largely in the majjority. Thns, at it time when the 
State lia<l scarcely emerged from the clouds of a war by 
■which it had been utterly prostrated ; when it was on the 
very borders of bankruptcy; when every source of public 
revenue seemed to bo dried up, iind the citizens were m- 
(laced to straits that involved a IHb and death stniggle for 
exist^^nco, this convention sought to saddle the State with 
a constitution that turned the whole machinery of govern- 
ment over to the most ignorant, degraded and vicious por- 
tion of the population, who were utterly Incapable of coii- 
dnctirg it, or even of comprehending its functions. At 
this juncture it is not surprising that the capital and intel- 
ligence of the State took the alarm, while every sentiment 
of pride and patriotism received such a shock as to cause 
intelligent men to look aghast at the gloomy prospect with 
mingled feelings of dread and indignation. 

By this constitution the revenues of the State were to ba 
placed under the control of those who bore no part of the 
burdens of taxation, while those who bore the heaviest 
portion were shorn of their political rights. It required 
o profound reflection, or far reaching sight, to discover th« 
genus of violence and ruin engrafted into this remarkable 
charta of government. Its disfranchising features pre- 
sented to the negro, on whom the power of voting had 
already been conferred by the military authorities, tUe 
alternative of voting against the adoption of this form of 
government, which placed them above the whites, or by 
voting for it, to exhibit the spectacle of exercising their 
lately acquired rights to deprive others of the same rights. 

Under these circumstances it is not surprising that the 
white people made an ardent canvass for the rejection of 
this constitution, and the arguments they made for this 
purpose did not fail to make an impression upon the minds 
of the negroes. TJiey had not at that time I>eeii so com- 
pletely alienated from their natural affection for their 
Crater owners by the teacbiugaot laAwaW^xn *& \a Wvw g. 
Veaf far to their waruinga. 
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P They saw men in wbom tliey bad coiifideiiee doing all m 
their power to defe;U the constitntion, and they bad not 
yet arrived at that state of an-ogauco wbich alterwardH 
prompted them to claim Buperiority. Tbere were, as hns 
been said, some features in this constitution peculiarly 
offensive to the white jieople, one of which was that by 
which the whites and blacks were mingled in the common 
schools. This measiu-c, while it was extremely odious to 
the whites, did not enlist the sympathies of the blacks. 
They saw at once the nnnafural state of affairs it wonid 
produce, and they recoiled from the consequences which 
they well knew would attend its practice. 

To counteract all these coo sidoiat ions that operated so 
forcibly upon the fears and the coufitleiico of the negroes 
those who favored the adoption of the constitution told 
them that it was the wish of the Federal government, to 
which they owed their emancipation, that tliey should vote 
for the constitution ; and tliat not to vote for it, would bo 
A gi-ave oflfeiiae to their only friends, and would jeopard 
their newly acquired rights. That the Southern whites 
were their political enemies, whose advice, if followed, 
would lead to the loss of all their privileges and remand 
them to slavery. 

This occasiou was the beginning of the operations of the 
Ifortheru adventurers who had already flocked Sonthwarrt 
in the wake of the Fedei-al garrisons. Notwithstanding 
tiiwe influences, the hirge majority voted with the whites 
af^iust the adoption of this constitution, the spirit of wbicli 
was proscription, and its embodiment a standing declaration 
of war between the races. 

That it was alone the proscriptivo features of this pro- 
soribed policy of government that created such antagonism 
to its adoption, is shown by the fact that when it was 
afterwards sboru of its [irincipally objectionable features 
and resubmitted to the people, it was adopted by a very 
large majority. 

But it is a remarkable fact that upon \l& tei'iii'iACi^ ■jA Sfca, 
Qxst submittal, the men through, wlioao VustowasoSs^LiX's NX> 
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■was fmined, cliargcd that its defoat was procured by fl 

and intiniiflatioTi. They nppejiled to Coiifrress, aDd to Hw^ 
President of tlio United States, to set aside tlie verdict o f 
the people, and impo^ie this conatitnt ion npon them, regard- 
less of its rejection by so large a popular majority. 

Bat tlio Federal government, not yet habituated to 
usurpation or imtreil to party exigencies, declined to in- 
terfere. Yet, the diafranchisement of many leading citi- 
zens of the State was effected by an act of Congi'ess pfo- 
bibiting anyone from boldtngofBee except those who conhl - 
take a certain oath, which it was impossible for any true 
Sontbem man to do. 

This gave the military governor the pretest for caushig 
the vacation of any olfiee he e.boso, for removing any ofticcr 
not in political accord with bim, and substitnting in their 
fitead his personal and partisan Iriends ; and of this power 
and opportunity he availed himself, to the fullest extent, 
in order to pave the way for his advancement to the United 
States Senate. At this junctuiii the white people, seuing 
no chance to have a governor chosen from the citizens of 
the State, who would be at all in sympathy with them, and 
in order to mollify the hostility of tho general government, 
nominated for that oflfico Judge Louis Dent, of Washing- 
ton, a brother-in-law of the President of the United States. 

This, indeed, was to them a harailiating alteruatire. It 
was very humiliating to realize the impossibility of placing 
a true Miasissippiau in her governor's mansion, and A'ery 
mortifying to be compelled to import a stranger for that 
purpose; but sucb wore the exigencies under which they 
labored that they were willing for the time to sacrifice or 
subordiiiate their personal feelings to the public good. 

In this canvass James L. Alcorn was the candidate of 
the radical party, into tho ranks 6t which, throngh the 
policy of the military government, and the instrumentality 
of the carpet baggers, the negroes had now been mar- 
shalled ill a solid mass. Ak'.orn was a citizeu of tho 
Sta.te, hat one whose conduct had rendered him entirely 
untrustworthy and obnoxious to tUe -stoXfc v'^^'i^- 
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The election of Alcorn was effected by the active inter- 
ince of tbe district military comiiiiiinler. Geueral Ames 

;eiided in person i,lie conveiitiou of negroes aiid carpet 

tgg'erH tbat nominated Iiis H'leiid, and ^lien called upoa 

ir a speecli, lie made tlie following laconic harangue : 
*' You Ijave my sympathy, and shall have my support," 
This, by reason of his unifoiin and the military power ho 
had already so prominently displayed, exercised very 
great control over the sentiments and conduct of the 
negroes. 

In the interest of Alcorn, he sent United States troops 
various parts of the State. He caused leading Demo- 
its to be arrested and thrown into prison, and by this 

lans controlled aud determined the election iu accordaiico 
'ith his wishes. While lie was military Governor of Mis- 
sissippi he ruled with hatred in his heart, aud a rod of iron 
in his hand. His proscriptions were wholesale, and as 
systematic and inexorable as those of Marins aud Sylla. 
The best men and the truest patriots seemed to incur his 
especial dislike, and were expelled from office without 
cause. If they stood at all in the way of his ambitious 
schemes, or in the way of office seeking adventurers, it i 
was sufficient to evoke an order for their expulsion. I 

Nor were his iicrsecutions less notorious than his pro- 1 
scriptions. Citizens were frequently arrested for their politi- 
cal opinions, anil dragged from their homes by armed sol- 
diers of the United States, without warrant, and often I 
without knowledge of the offence with which they were | 
charged, kept nuder a military guard, often in chains, 
carried to places remote from the scenes of the offences j 
Uleged against them, and tried before military commis- 
H>iiB created for the purpose to convict. 
f In such cases the writ of habeas corpus was the only j 
remedy to which the citizen could look for relief. But I 
Ames was not to be baffled in his persecutions by any j 
ancient right or form of law, J 

■'He deterniiiKid at once to forestall ai\>' ftffm^, \fi B.'^^-i I 
Mfiias&Ires of the operation of this time \iouove*i- vjviS.. "^VSwl 
■^ 1^ J 
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tiiry law, coitibitieil with tlie dictates of his own aibitrtt^fl 
will, was to be, indeed, the mii)i'emo law of the land ; aa^ 
to tear away every barrier to liia crael aud cowardly iter- 
secatiouH, be issued the following dtittpotic 

MILITAEY OBDEB: 

" To commanders of pouts of Oreiiada, Corinth, Jackson, 
Lauderdale and Vichsbvrg. 

" The eonimaDdiiiK general, Adelbert Aiues, directs tliat 
you do not obey iu fiitiue auy writ of habeas corpus issued " 
by tbe Unitiid States disti'ict or circuit courts, nor any or- 
der madu by such courts for the release of xirisonera iu 
your custody. Sliouhl such order bo served on you, yoii 
will report the fact by telegraph." 

That this order was in violation of that clause of tfao 
constitution of the United States, which guarantees to 
every citi^^eu under arrest the right of judicial inquiry 
into the caam of his imprisonmeut, is beyuiid all questiou. 
Nor can it be claimed tliat any such power was conferred 
upon military commanders by tbe reconstruction acts. But 
the constitution bad no bounds for the party then in 
power. Aud this piirtisan tool of the Washington authoii- 
ties, was left to the free exercise of his own vicious will, in 
oppressing aud torturing a people whom, from the liottoui 
of liis heart, he despised and regarded as worthy only to 
be ruled aud robbed by adventurers from the North, it 
ivaa left for Ames thus to annul this sacred right, a right 
held heretofore to be inalienable in every coiuiuou law 
couutry, aud which has existed from the days of Bunaa- 
inede. 

Governor Ames persistently aud disdainfully spurned 
all kindly relations with the whito people of Mississippi. 
He desired none but the affections of the negro, and with 
him aloiie ho desired to unite his fortunes; aud while lio 
was coiilinually fanning the flames of prejudice against 
himself) hip vauitj- ei'en suggested to his imagination the 
nifrclaoiti of Mtssist^iiipians ci:\ugui£ Viefextt \v\va. '«vtU the 
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f corrnpt overtures. lie stated on oatli, before tlio 
Boutwell epmmittee, that lie was Siiti«liPil lie bml been ap- 
proached from time to time by tlio leading wbito people 
with fluttering ofiera of honor ami offlce if" ba wonid put 
on the garb of Democracy ; but this assertion was fuUy re- 
futed and ita falsehood fully exposed at the time by the 
Democratic press of the State. 

tin answer to ii question of Senator Bayard, ho said : 
f' It is a notorious ftict that in that paity — and I don't 
bitate to say that I imagine I liave been appruachcil 
>m time to lime by the opiiositiou ivitli most flattering 
offers lield Ibrth that, ahonld I change my coat and become 
ii tool of others, I might rcueive any honor that I might 
L^iiiand." 

. Will yon state the names of any leading members of 
b opposition who Imve mjule Ihia proposition to yoni 
. Not unless it is essentially necessary. 
. You hare stated the fact, and I merely ask you to 
be j'ou an opportuiiitj to state them if yon choose. 

. I say, Willi refereuco to that, that any proposition of 
that kind would not be niado in writing, but in a way tliat 
tho person whose name I might give might evade it, or 
give another interpretiilion of it. But, as I stated origi- 
lly, I imagine that I liavo been ap|iroaclied, and I have 
giqiiestion in my own mind on that iroint. 

. Oan you gi*-e the name of any person of tfio opposi- 
i party to you in MissisJpiii, who made suuli oflers to 
as you have described 1 

. I think I can ; but I x'refer not to do so unless the 
jomittee require it. 
. Do you know their names, or tlie names of any one 
moret 
. The events referred to occurred a number of years 
I think I would bo able to name tfie persons, or eer- 
ily to ascertiiiii their names without any difUcnlty. 
, From whom wonUI you ascertain tlicm? 
. The charge was jiublicly made i\v aBev\.vbV\ca,Yi^w^x., 
1 the Imthr, in 1870 or 1S71, ami \ t\i\uW iycnck Ckv^rSS,. J 
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Q. Were the parties Darned, wlio made yon the offer, ia -t 
tliat paper T 

A. I do not remember. 

It is true tliat such a charge did appear in that paper^ 
Imt it was promptly ctiallenged by tlie leading Democratic 
papers of tbo State, ami proof was demanded. The reply ' 
of the Leader was that the proposition had emanated from ' 
Democratic members of the Icgislatiire, who would soon be 
cEtUed upon to elect n United States senator. Upon this a 
disclaimer was made and published by erery Democratic 
member, in which each one, separately and singly, denied 
positively that any such proposition had ever been made or 
thought of. 

No reaffirmation of, or attempt to substantiate this 
charge, was ever made. This, together with the reluctancy 
and manifest inability of Governor Ames to designate tbo 
authors of the proposition, is well calculated of itself to 
breed grave suspicions as to the existence of any such fact. 
The administration of Alcom was impressed witb the same 
tfeatures that chai'acterized that of his military predecessor. 
The active interference of General Ames in the canvass 
had enabled him to triumph at the election, and it now be- 
came a prominent object on the part of Governor Alconi 
to consummate the comjiact by which Ames was to be 
Itlaced in the United States senate. This, owing to the 
circumstances which liave already been mentioned, was 
easily accomplished. And in 1S70, Adelbert Ames, a citi- 
zen of Maine, and an officer in the United States army, took 
his seat in the United States Congress as senator from the 
»itate of Missisaiijpi. He was military governor at the 
Cue of his being chosen to the senate, and it is said that 
iio certified to his own election. Alcorn succeeded Ames 
aS governor under the new constitution, 

During his career in the United State senate, his course 

vas marked by an utter indifference and disregard to the 

interests and rights of the Stiito be pretended to represent. 

Me was ever ready to give cvei\ei\»ie ami import to any 

^sJaatler which Uio carpet baggeia,a.UkLotU^u'cu.cf»^iie,£t^i^t^ 
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VBatiTe radicals, might concoct aud perpetrate upon the 
Vhite people of the State, .ind invariably voted for every 
measure of persecntioii which their hitterest ODemiea iu- . 
troduced to congress. Not once was he known to assume 
the attitude of their champion or defender. In short, 
his course iu congress is too well known to reqnire any i 
lengthy commentary. Suffice it to say that his senator- 
ship was simply a builesque upon a Republican I'orm of 
government. 

At the expiration of his term in the senate, in 1S73, ho 
returned to Mississippi and entered the cani'ass as a can- 
didate for goveruor against Alcorn, in consequence of 
which a rnpture occurre*! betiveeti these two radical lights, 
irhich eventually caused an incurable split in tbeir party. 

Criminations and recriminations of a bitter character 
V bandied between them and their respective ad- 
herents. In this contest Ames had a decided advantage. 
He was sustained by the worst element of the party. The 
■pet baggers flocked to hia standard and marshalled the 
J in a solid phalanx nnder his banner. lie was, 
in eoDBeqnence, elected by a large majority, and with the , 
opening of the year 1874, he began his notorious Ciireer as 
governor of Mississippi, or rather as governor of the ne- 
groes and the few white adventurers who had aloue elected 
him to the position ; for from the native white people ho 
BOtight HO support, either before or after he entered upon 
Uie office of governor, but his whole conduct manifested a 
desire to repel any sympathy on their part with hia ailmin- 
istratiou. To show that the white people were actuated by 
the sentiment "principia non lio7nines" it may be adduced, 
that at this election, they, as the least of two evils, 
aeoepted and sustained Alcorn, whom they had spumed ia 
bis race with Dent. WhUe they had but little contidenco | 
ia Alcorn, they saw, in the administration of Ames, a pro- 
lific crop of the bitter fruits they had already tasted under J 

e military rule. 
L The mutual denunciations indulged in bj U\ft V'^jo ^\ft^% 
•Ueal party diiriug tUeiv cauvaas, toil. issA VRSssft 
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npou the election of Ames, He outereil upon his ofBee aa 
goveruor of the Stiite, coufrouted by tbe opposition of tlio 
native white people and the hostility of ii portion of his 
own party, whom he had aliouatttd. This breach in bis 
party continned to widen during the progress of his ad- 
ministration. 

The two wings now assunietl the name respectively of 
the Ames and the Alcorn wing. In rofcrenco to this oppo- 
sition to his administration by leading members of his own 
party, Amea made the following statement before tlio 
Boutwell committee, in answer to Senator Bayard : 

Q. Without going into the fact of the canso of their op- 
position to you, was there, or waa there not, in Mississippi, 
in the year 1875, a violent and vigorous opposition to you 
and your administration in the ranks of the liepublicaa 
party? 

A. I say violent — but not powerful — not numerous. 

Q. Did not Mr. Pease, the es-senator, pnbiicly donoui 
your adminiati-atioQ ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Did not Mr. Alcorn, the present senator, denoui 
your administration constantly ? 

A. He did. _ 

Q. Have they not constantly charged you in public with 
making an effort to army the races, one against the other 1 

A. I am not aware that Mr. Pease ever did ; Senator 
Alcorn has always made that charge; I do not think Mr, 
Pease ever made that charge ; at least, it never attracted 
my attention. 

Q. Are you aware of Mr. Pease's publication in regard 
to your administration ? 

A. I uever read it, but I know that he did make such 
charges. 

The following is an extract of the publication referred to, 
and it is inserted for the reason that it emanated from a 
leading Republican of the day, and one who was intimately 
acgaainted with the workings of Ames' administration. 
ffSis statomeat was published in the'Se'w Xoxt TvOjd.'wi cut 
" 'tober 12, 1875 
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" I regret to say tbafc in several localities ia tlie State erf 
Alississjp])! a deplorable coudition of att'aira exist ludeed, 
among tlie people throughout the State there is a, most 
lamcD table want of coufiilence in the State gorerumeut. The 
colored people distrust tlio power of the State under Gov- 
ernor Ames, and the whites generally question his disposi- 
tion to administer the government so as to afford protection 
to life and property anil maintain domestic tranquillity, for 
wbicli govemmeuta are instituted. As to Lis motive, I do 
not midei'take to explain ; but the fact is, he has, nufortu- 
uately, pursued a policy calculated to create distrust, and 
he has caused the white population, who represent the intel- 
ligence ftud wealth of tiio State — the true, essential element 
npon which the maintainanceof good government depends — 
to believe that he has been, and is now, attempting to 
create au open antagonism between the races, and to 
plnage the State into a condition of revolution and domes- 
tic violence such as will necessitate martial law, and 
thereby advaiitie his personal political scliemea. * • » 

" I was going to say that, notwithstanding the excitement 
incident to jiartisan strife and the raiie prejudices, which 
havo been wrought up by the extremists on both sides, the 
majority of the jteople, regardless of race or political affilia- 
tions, deprecate violence, and are ready to assist the 
properly constituted authorities in preserving peace. I 
have no war to make on Governor Ames personally. He 
is deader now than Elector ; but he hopes, by the means be 
is pursuing, to secure a legislature that will send him to the 
United States senate, 

" To reach the senate was his ulterior pui'pose iu becoming 
governor. All bis appointments are made upon the condi- 
tion that his appointees shall support him for the Senate. 
The jireservation of the Republican party in Mississippi 
depends upon an bonest administration of the laws of the 
Stale, and it will go under unless the remedy for all our 
troubles is within political integrity, exact justice and 
honest deitljng. i'ederai interference is not needed or 
mtfUtl. The tisG of force would do UiOltt \katfti \\ifl.v». ^>a«A. 
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Nine tenths of tlie wliite population are opposed to him. 
They want good men to como into office to work a reform 
in existing abases." 

Upon this same snbject, J. 8. Morris, Esq., foruieily 
attorney general of the State, and a leading radical, ad- 
dressed a letter to the chairman of the Kepublican State 
execntivG committee, and bearing date September 8, 1S74, 
in which he said: 

"The evils which have for some time past afflicted all 
classes of our people, are attributable, in a large degree, to 
the desertion by high KepnbJican officials of the principles 
of the party, to wilful and flagrant violations of the consti- 
tntion which they are sworn to support. These are well 
liuown to every intelligent man in the State, and will be 
universally discnssed, exposed and punished in the nest 
election." 

Thus, with the leading men and most intelligent portion 
of his own party, whom his misgovemment had alienated 
from his (idministratiou, arrayed against him, and bearing 
npon his shoulders the terrible load of hatred he had \vi\- 
fnlly engendered on the part of the white i)eople, and which 
ho ha<l on all occasions songht to aggravate and inflame, 
the position of Governor Ames in the beginning of the year 
1875 was by no means enviable. 

Amid this universal discontent of all classes of the peopl 
and the restless distrust of him and his administration^ 
pervading tlie whole State, ho saw no other means of effect- 
iug his ambitious purposes than that of force and intimida- 
tion — the exercise of the military power of the general 
government in cooperation and alliance with his armed 
partisans. And it is questionable, from the general tenor 
of his conduct, whether ho ever desired to accomplish hig 
jiolitical schemes in any other manner. His sole wish 
seemed to be to ride into the United States senate upon 
crest of violence and the palanquin of military rule. 

He was charged publicly by ex-Senator I'ease, Sonatdf 
Alcora, ex-Attovnay G^eueral Motrin, atid Attorney Oen- 
•al Harris, aU ioadiiig radicals, 'wiUi *mna ^"^ csAssSiMsi, 
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power of the State for the purpose of securing his election 
to the United States senate, and to this end it is evident 
that he had prostituted every function of the gubernato- 
rial power. He had, for this purpose, and in scorn of the 
intelligence of the State, united his fortunes with the ne- 
groes^ whom he believed to be in the majority. 

Although utterly unlearned in the science of civil juris- 
prudence, he avoided even the acquaintance of the most 
learned and intelligent citizens, and, in fact, all who could 
have imparted an air of respectable polity to his adminis- 
tration, and surrounded himself with the most reckless 
and vicious adventurers, who were entirely obsequious to 
liis wishes. Conscious of having no claim to the respect 
of the white people, and without the least effort to obtain 
it, he determined to defy their opposition. 

The end of all his methods to consummate his intrigues 
and accomplish his designs was the sword. He declared 
that he regarded all opposition to his administration as a 
" rade issue," and avowed his intention of using all his 
power, personal, political and official, in behalf of the ne- 
groes, who were now as thoroughly enslaved to his will 
and to that of his obsequious tools, with whom he had 
lilled the various offices of the State, as they ever were 
to the most arbitrary owners. 

Yet there were many of the most intelligent of this race 
who were by no means blind to the disastrous conse- 
qaeuces of such a course on the part of the governor. 
Hence, about this time, ex-United States Senator Ecvels 
addressed a letter to the President of the United States, 
the follomng extracts from which it is deemed not imperti- 
: iient to introduce in this connection. He says : 

" The great masses of the white people have abandoned 

their hostility to the general government and Republican 

principles, and to-day accept as a fact that all men are 

'^3orn free and equal, and I believe are ready to guarantee 

to ray people every right and privilege guaranteed to an 

-Ajnerican citizen. The bitterness and \\SiX<^ e,T^^\i^^\s^ X5«^^ 

^site civil strife lias, iu my opinion, been oVAVX^^t^^fcA. Va. XXjcl^ 
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State, except, perhaps, iu some localities, and would hare 
loug since be«ii entirely ol)literated, were it not for some 
unprincipled men wljo would keep alive the bitterness of 
the past, and inctilcate a hatred between the races, in or- 
der tliat tliey may jig;;r!iiidize tijoiuKeh'oa by oflice and its 
emoluments, to cuiitrnl my pi'ople, the effect of which is 
to degrade thera. •••*•*•• 

" It the State administration bad adhered to Republican 
principles, advanced patriotic mcasnres, appointed only 
honest and competent men to office, and sought to restore 
conUdence between the nices, bloodshed would have been 
unknown, peace wonld have prevailed. Federal interl'er- 
euce been uuthought of ; Iiarmouy, friendship and mutual 
coufldence would have taken the place of the bayouet." 

It is hard to conceive of a more terrible responsibility 
than that lodged by Iheso charges npou the shoulders of 
the governor, but that he was utterly indifferent to both 
the circumstances and the consequcuees of his course, may 
be gathered from tlio pertinacity with which h6 held to it. 
He was alike deaf to the voice of warning and expostula- 
tion, and his slmrt career was like an angry tornado tlmt 
sweeps onward in its maddening course, strewing its patli 
with ruin, until stayed by its own exhaustion. 

Perhaps tlio most infamous act of the Amos admiutstra- 
tiou, and which drew upon it the flercest opiwsition of the 
more intelligent and honest members of his party, was 
what is called the Pearl Kiver navigation scheme, which 
was an act of the legislature, approved by Ames, iu re- 
gard to the State lands. 

The general government had given to the State of Mis- 
sissippi certain lands for educational purposes, and ibr the 
improvement of navigation, etc. The opportunity wliieh 
thig donation afforded for swindling the State had been 
seized upon by a ring, composed of the e<iitor of the Pilot, 
the official radical pajier, and Warner, French, Sullivan, 
O. S. Lee, adjutant to the governor, and others of his 
warm partisan aud personal friends. 
These men jJi-opoaed to tUo \6gVs\alaTO \iiaX.M"A"«(sSi^ 
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give thorn these liitids, comprising ouo liuutlred and 
twenty thousand acres, tiiat they would open the navi- 
gation of Pearl Itiver. The legifihtture nuule the grants aa 
requested, and the governor approved tlieu] without tak- 
ing the proper bouda for the perCormuuce of the service. 
These men sent O. S. Lqu, tho governor's adjutant, to Chi- 
cago, to lind a purchaser, ilc soon returned, bringing with 
him a, man named Baldwin, to whom the lands were sold 
by tiiese men, while not a chunk was ever removed from 
the river, nor has the Btute received any other equivalent, 

Whether the fraud and other invalidating elements of 
this transaction will support the jiriniiiple of caveat emptor, 
or otherwise restore these lands to the State, has never, to 
the knowledge of the writer, been tested. Surely there 
isliould he some way to annul such an outrageous swindle. 

In sucli a state of alfairs, it became evident that tho 
Democratic party, composed of the wealth and iutelligence 
of tho State, waa disposed to combine with the discon- 
tented elements of tlio opposition lor a streuuoua effort to 
gain control of the State goverumeut. 

This alliance was promoted by many natural features 
which it convoked. It was an alliance between labor 
and capital, the emi)!oyer and employ^, both of which had 
Bujiered alike fi-om the corrupt administration of govern- 
ment. It was also an alliance between natives of the same 
soil ; men who bad been reared together from infancy, and 
whose natural att'ectiou and mutual faitli had been dis- 
rnpted by base devices. It was an alliance of mutual in- 
terests for the protection of mutual rights and the promo- 
tion of mutual prosperity. Tho radical party had anayed 
the negro in a groundless and unnatural state of political 
liostility against his former owner. 

Therefore, it is not surprising, that when the banicrs of 
deceit and prejudice, and the race hedges that had hereto- 
fore impenetrably fenced in the radical party were once 
lirokeu through, that the negroes should have ilocked by 
thousands to the standard of their natural allies. To 
defeat tliia event was au object to ■wkiiiVi GoNfeVftOt M&«a 
directed his edort^ early in the year. 
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For fbis purpose lie procured the passage of a bill Ly 
tlie legislature, in tlie spring of 1875, citlled the Galling 
gtin bill ; so named because the purchase by the governor 
of lour 0-atling guns was authorized by its provisions. 
This bill empowered the commander in chief to organize, 
from the enrolled militia, two regiments of ten compaiiiea 
each, and to purchase four or more Gatling guns, and or- 
ganize a eori)s of select officers and men from the infantry 
to send witL these guns. It may be observed that these 
guns were regarded as pecuharly terrible and destructive 

To eflect the pnrpo.S6 of this bill, thoru was an appropri- 
ation of sixty thousand dollars, of which live thousand 
dollars were limited fo the purchase of supplies and 
munitions of war, equipments, etc. After this live tbou- 
sand dollars had been drawn and expende<l for the purposes 
for which it was designated, the tax payers obtiiiaed an 
injunction from the chief justice of the State. 

This injunction was baaed upon the condition coupled 
with this ajiproiiriatiou, that it should not bo drawn 
unless the militia be called into active service. The writ 
prevented the espenditnre of the money for the piirposo 
intended, and it is to the timely int«i1ereuce of this man- 
date from the chief justice that the people of Mississippi 
to-day owe their naiTow escape from the horrors of a raco 
war that would have drenched the State in blood. Hot- 
withstanding that the military preparations of the gov- 
ernor were paralyzed by this circumstance, they had pro- 
duced a dangerous state of feeling — they had inllametl the 
passions of the negroes, and excited the indignation and 
fears of the white i>eople. Uis plans, up to this time, had 
met with no serious opposition ; in fact, they had succeeded 
but too well, and the state of aftairs they had iiroduced 
caused at last a sense of alarm to seize upon even the 
mind of Governor Ames himself He had been, as already 
stated, baflied in his eft'orts to secure the co-operation of 
the Federal army. As early as the 25th of May, as if ijre- 
jmiing for hostilities, he had addressed a letter to the sec- 
^itetary of war, iu wliicb ho applied foi a st^VvitsujvA lA %\\aa. 
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and otliei military stores tbat liad been issued to the State 
siDce 18C0, and the amounts of Uie apportionment for the 
different years. This was for tbe inirpose of ascertaining 
what quantity of arms and munitions lie might depend 
upon obtauiing from the general government, in advanoe 
of the formation of his companies. 

Again, on the 2d of June, 1875, ho wrot^a to tlio ehiof of 
tUo United States ordnance department, making applieation 
for !i price list of ordnance and ordnance stores, also for a 
book of forms iu use in the department. On the first day 
of May of the same year, an order was issued fram head- 
quarters, State of Mississippi, adjutant general's office, ia 
which was announced the oflicers of the Mississippi State 
tooops, as follows : 

" Brigadier General Albert G. Parker, of Holmes County, 
aide-de-camp; Lieutenant Colonel James J. Spellman, oE 
Madison County, aide-de-camp; Lieutenant Colonel Omar 
8. Lee, of Holmes County, aide-de-camp. [This man after- 
ward proved a defaulter for a large amount, and fled tlie 
State.] Brigadier General Wm. Gray, of Washington 
County; General Brown, colonel, first regiment of infan- 
trj' ; Alexander Warner, of Madison County, major gen- 
eral, State militia." These men were all radicals, and 
three of them, Spellman, Gray and Brown, were negroes. 
Warner was also chairman of the State Republican execu- 
tive committee. 

There was no Democrat appointed to any office in the 
luilitary service of the State. It is not deemed necessary 
to set forth a full list of all Governor Ames' military appoint- 
ments made during the spring of 1875, preceding the elec- 
tion ; but it will be sufficient to observe that tliey were 
itnmerous enough for an army of great maguitnde. Coupled 
with these jireparations, were constant threats on tho 
part of Governor Ames, to bring United States troops into 
the State. It was necessary for the existence of liis party 
['that the political unity of tho negroes should be preserved, 
l_and that they should bo solidly ma&seOL m t\ift T&.AS*:;'iS. 
To do tbiB, it was necessary to vetaVw V\vexa. M.'a&fct. 
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the imprcssiou tliat lie was supported by tlie FodoraLW 
nutlioritioH, iiiid would ho sustained by the iniUtary powers: 
of the geiiei'al goveniment ; I'op the great body of tha-^i 
negroes liad but little relish for the idea of entering alona^ 
into nil armed conteat witli the whites. 

These deuioustratiotis produced the very state of feel- 
ing the governor desired. From what has already been 
addaced, it will not lie a matter of aunmse tliafc the 
campaign of 1S75, in Mississippi, was conducted by both 
parties with a feeling of bitterness extending to all parta 
of the State, and wliicli, being thus aggraviited and inten- 
silied by the conduct of tbe governor, soon assumed an 
alarming aspect. That individual seemed to cherish the 
idea that the white people over whom he ruled had no 
rights not subject to military authority, or which could be 
exercised in antagonism to his own personal interest and 
the interest of the radical party. The "race issnes," which 
he so promptly recognized and promoted, would, ho hoped, 
produce results which wonld Jifl'ord him a pretext for in- 
voting the aid of the United States army in pursuance 
of his pnrpose to control the election — to erusli out all 
opposition to radical rule, aud to his own ambitious scheme 
of riding into tbe United States Senate on the necks of the 
negroes of MiasissippL Nor did he wait for the self 
presentation of such pretext, but sent tbe very functions 
of his office to fish for them throughout the borders of 
the State. 

Accordingly, on tlio 3Jth of September, 1875, ho sent the 
following circulivp letter to each of the sheriffs of the State, 
most, or all of whom were candidates for re-election : 

" Sib : I am directed hy his excellency tbe governor to 
inquire if any militia organizations are needed in yonr 
county to assist the civil officers? Are there any threats 
from the opposition (bat, in your judgment, will bo carried 
into effect; and, if so, will it be possible to hold a quiet 
and pcacciihiti election? 

AOijataut QcixcroJ 
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The assnranco implied in tliese qnestions, lieing the 
sorest metliod of fixing bflyond donbt tbo re-election of 
tljBse sberitfs, aa a matter of conrse suggested to them the 
reply desired ; and wherever tliere were any donbta in this 
respect, those donbta either gave rise to false reports or to 
Hctaal efforts on the part of the peace officers of the 
counties to stir up something as a pretext for the seuding 
of troops into their respective comities. Thus were the 
very pi-ecincts of peace iuvadetl by the govemorj and the 
very fountains of order corrupted that they might con- 
tribute to the title of strife, with which it seems lie wished 
to see the whole State iunudated. It is not likely that 
tbeso sberilTs, with such iufinences bearing upon them, 
would fail to avail themselves of this proffered opportunity 
of rendering their tenure of office secure. Hence we find 
. them replying to the governor iu one general strain, the 
L^Ky note of which was " riot and intimidation " in their 
^^nnnties; and, iu some instances, as in the case of the 
^^neriff of Monroe, as stated by Ames himself, we find them 
^^BnnggUng arms and ammunition, supplied them by the 
governor, into their counties. 

Tlie negroes were tiius informed that they would be 
Applied with arms, and receive armed protection against 
he whites from the State and Federal authorities, in any 
Bt they miglifc perpetrate in furtlieranco of the general 
^beme of can-ying the State by violence. And this idea 
t ]n-otfiction and immunity extended to their individnal 
bnduct ; they became, iu many instances, intolerably arro- 
niTit and impudent. 

f Nothing could more phiinly indicate the disposition and 
ii'pose of Governor Ames than this unsolicited ofter of 
|id to the BheritFs. Tiic very questions he puts to them 
ncUulo any idea of liis having received any nnfavor- 
B»le reports from them of the condition of affairs in their 
pimnties. It was a spontaneous suggestion evidently in- 
tended to aiipi'iai! tlK'm of tliu means ho had adoptetl to 
elliHibiMte hw/iJ.'f.'iy of controlling tbo e\octvo\\. a.1 a^WiWL'M&a, 
auil, ifposaiblc, to jWaco society in such a atato aa\o ■«»&.«£ 
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! wliito peopla forovcr powerless and terrified by tir — 
presence of aii armecl negro militia. lu other words, 

jms i'rom tlie course wliicL lio pursued aud tlie nieaus t-»i 
adopted, tliat it was liis desire aod iateutiou, if possible, ^Czo 
Africanize the entire State of Mississippi. 

This policy aud conduct of the goreruor was soon pro 
ductise of ita natural aud expected fruits. The negroes 
assumed, day by day, a more tlireat^aing attitude, aud in 
many ol' the negro counties the white men grew pale aud 
liaggai'd with alarm aud augnish. In many iustaaces 
they became sick from constaut watching aud loss of sleep. 
Their pdlows were haunted with apparitions of the assaa- 

I. Tiiey lived in constant diead aud expectation, 
uot knowing on what night, ot what hour of the uight, they 
and their wives and children might he butchered, aud their 
homes consumed by the torch of the iuceudiary. 

Such was the universal state of feeling among the white 
people iu many localities of the State. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing these iuflueiices, there were, even at this time, a few 
well disposed negroes here and there who deprecated 
this state of things, and manifested a feeling of kindness 
to^vard their former ownei"s, but in almost everj' iustance 
of this character they were threatened with death, beaten 
and silenced by their own race. 

In Yazoo County, a ucgro member of the legislature of 
the State, named Patterson, paid a negro fifty dollars to 
take the life of another, who voted with the Democrats. 
For this Patterson was hung by the friends of the mur- 
dered man, who were all negroes, and his procurement of 

3 death of the negro Democrat was confessed by the 
negro who committed the deed, while occurrences of 
whipping and threatening for this cause were frequeot 
throughout the State. 

The fii'st serious public outgrowth of this state of 

aifiiirs was also in Yazoo Ceuntj'. The sheriff of that 

county, one A. F. Morgan, a white man, had, aa has been 

Ijcf'oic stated, married a mulatto woiuati, and, as a matter 

oi' eauisc, (ms uji autocrat anions v\ui utstw^. 'Vk'a'NMi,'^ 
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also mnrtlered a radical rival for the office of sheriff, and 
liad, in many respects, rendered himself peculiarly obnox- 
ions to the white people, lie waa a, stanch [lersonal and 
partisan friend of the governor, and waa ever ready to 
WTve his wislies, upon the least intimation of their char- 
acter. 

The government of thia uiunty was completely in the 
bands of tlie worst elements of the radical party, so that 
it was utterly impossible to bring Morgan tojusticofor any 
iiet that he migbt commit. 

As has been stated, a chancellor, Drennan, bad been 
removed from office by the governor, because, in tbe exer- 
tiae of Lis judicial discretion and his judgment of the law, 
he bad refused to allow bail to this man for the murder of 
Killiard, his opponent for the office of sLeriff. Tbe white 
people, believiug him to have been guilty of an outrageous 
ranrder, were anxioua that he should be brought to trial, 
and law and justice vindicated ; but the negroes became 
iiirious in his behalf, and made the most terrible threats 
in regard to the people and town of Yazoo City, if ho 
should be brought to punishment. This waa more than a 
year prior to tbe event of which I shall presently siieak, 
and tbe bad feeling engendered by this circumstance con- 
tinued to grow, and was encouraged by Morgan oti bis 
triumphnnt return from the Hinds Gonnly jail, where ho 
had been placed for safe keeping, to the sheriff's ofBce of 
Yazoo County. 

Ko indictment against bim was fotind until tbe Stato 

passed into tbe hands of the Democratic party, when he 

^immediately became a fugitive from justice. 

^^L^Tbat be was guilty of murder was found by Ohancellor 

^^■reiinan, wben, after a hearing extending through live 

^B^ys, he refused to grant him bail; but he was a bitter 

pnrtisnn, had married a negro woman, and all these efforts 

to bring biui to justice intlamed the animosity of the 

negroes against the whites. No sooner had the campaign 

of 1S75 opened, than this man began \o v^'s a\\\i\s ^"s^s, Sk*. 

iuSlamiag tlifir mimls and instilUiig ttie \c8e«ioa S^fiXsiS*'" 
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i'roin the raanaioD of the governor. So vioknt bad 1^= 
Ijecome in his baraugues tbat it was deemed expedient i^w 
the part of souio whitu mt'C Jo attend liis nieetiugs, aud -* 
]K>ssibIe, to check to eomo extent by their presence hi* 
inflammatory discoursetj. 

For this purpose they were present at a negro meeting 
in Yazoo Oity, on the night of the lab of September, 1875, 
At this assembly there were about a dozen white Demo- 
crats iu attendance. Morgan was the speaker of the on- 
casion, aud while engaged in one of his nsual incendiary 
Uiatribes, a Democratic negro in the andieuce arose and 
asked him Bome question, upon which the negroes became 
very excited and indignant, and such expressions bb 
"Knock him down!" "Put him out!" etc., were heard 
throughout the halJ, which they doubtless would have 
carried into effect, if nothing more, liad not the white gen- 
tlemen present ottered him protection, which resulted in a 
general iiring of pistols iu the room, iu which Slitchell, 
a white man, was killed, ajid Foote, a negro, was 
wounded. 

Morgan fled from the room aud proceeded to Jackson, 
where he sought protection and aid from his friend 
the governor. Upon which the governor thi'eatened,and 
in fact began prejiaraiions, to send Morgan back under a 
military escort of negroes. 

This step greatly exasperated the white people of the 
county, and they began in turn to make preparations to 
jirevent the advent of euch an expedition into tlieir 
county. 

A few days after this, on the 4th of September, a riot 
of a more serious character occurred at the little town of 
Clinton. 

Inspired and infliimed by these events and the attitude 
of the governor, and by the inflaniinatory speeches of the 
I'adicul orators of both colors, a feeling of intense excite- 
iiient and aiiimosily ngainst the whites cxiMted on the 
part of t}ie Jicgroes at the capvta\ ot live State and in the 
-MiiffhiMtrhtg tovrnSf whtre tbft»e 'xftSUcacaa xiise* 
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directly felt; ami while this cauldron of escitement was 

at its fullest ebullition, a negro biirliecuo and political 

inecting was announced to take pUicu at the town of (Jliu- 

tou, on the 4tli day of September, 1S75. Clinton is in 

tiie County of Hiiiea; the county containing the Statu 

capitol. To tills barbecue and gpcaUing dense masses of 

iiegroos, mostly armed and in militarj- order, flocked from 

the Burroundiug; country. The number was estimated by 

many eye witnesses as being not less tliau twenty-five 

hundred men, women and cLildi'cn, of which more than 

twelve himdred were men, of whom a large number bore 

arms of some description. A general invitation had been 

extender! to ail jiersous to attend this meeting, at which, 

as had been announced, there was to be a joint discussion 

Ijetween members of the two political parties. According 

to this understanding, there were some sixty or seventy 

grw faite men in attendance. Of these, some twenty or thirty, 

Bfterhaps, wore pistols on theii' peisons. Xot more than half 

pKf them, however, participated in the fight. All that is 

Itnown, to any degree of certainty, about the inception of 

ILo riot that occari'ed on this occasion, is that it originated 

ill a personal lUtercatiou between a white man and a 

^-megro. This happened amid the dense tbzong of negroes 

■Mbat eii\'eIoped the speaker's stand. It seems that this 

HHrliite man attempted to avoid the difliculty, and retreated 

■*from his dangerous and helpless position in the dense 

crowd, and reached a small party of whites who were 

standing about n hundred yards from the stand, whither 

I lie was pursued by the negro and bis friends. This party 

EHiBJated at first of four or five persons, but on the assault 

ii the white man being renewed, it was increased to about 

I dozen white men, who were soon, however, separated 

into groni)8 of two or three by the pressure of the dense 

masses of negroes who immediately giithered around them. 

At this time the cry of " A flglit !" " A flglitl" was heard, 

and irameilialely such e.tclaraationsas" Come on P " Kally !" 

" Kill tho white men !" were heard to cxby^ &\st»i^v:itt. 

f/jaoa ibia tbe drums were beaten, aud Oieoae i 
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negroes witb koires, pistols and clubs, ruslied upon tli^^ 
little party of whites, who still endeavoi-ed to retrea^^ 
and had succeeded in making tbeir way a short dia^- 
tance to a small ravine, at the Bauio time aslting tlse 
negroes to stand back and keep the peace, and aayia^- 
that they desired no difBculty; but at this juuctnre their j 
retreat was cat off by the advance of another dense mass | 
of negroes who bore down upon them in front, at the i 
same time crjing, "Kill them!" "Damn them 1" " Kill 
them 1 " There were now eleven white men surrounded by, 
perhaps, Ave hundred armed negroes, all clamoring for 
their blood. The whites made every effort to escape and 
avoid bloodshed. They pleaded for peace, hut they were 
jiow pressed almost to suffocation by the dense crowd of 
negroes. At this time an unfortunate circumstance gave 
the desired signal for the attack. A pistol in the hands of 
one of the white men, being struck by some one jostling 
against him, was discharged into the ground at his feet ; a 
negro then shot a white man named Wharton. Upon this 
the flriug became general, the whites using their arms 
vigorously. Two negroes were killed and four or five 
wounded, when the crowd in front of the whites began to 
break and retreat. The whites also began to leave the 
grounds in small squads and in different directions. At 
thia some negro cried out, " Don't let a white man get 
away !" The negroes then rallied aud piirstiod the whites 
in every direction. Two young white men, Sively aud 
Thompson, were overtaken, killeil, and their bodies hor- 
ribly mutilated. 

One Charles Chilton, a white man, who had reached his 
home immediately, on the road, a short distance from the 
si>cakii)g grounds, was shot aud killed while in the act of 
assisting some negro women and cluUlren to enter his yard 
to escape being run over by the dense troop of negro 
horsemen who were dashing wildly up the road. A Captain 
White was captured, shot, stabbed aud beaten and left for 
dead by the road side, while Bevfei:a\ otVw -laVvta men were 
rromded ia the figUtorin attempUws to \gwa XKta % 
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Such, iu snbstaiice, was tLe origin, so far as known, and 
the reaalt of the riot at Clinton, Mississippi, on tbi; 4th of 
September, 1875, as coueurred in b.y all of those persoim 
iFiiose testimony was taken before the mayor of Olinton, 
irithin a few days after the cventa occurred. That the 
Negroes wero anticipating and desired a flgiit, "and went to 
Clinton that day prepared for it, is a eoucluaion that can 
Bcarcely be avoided by any eahn and passionless view. 

It is statwl by many gentlemen who were present that 
the negmes seemed from t lie first, and thronghout tho day, 
unnsnally diareapectful toward the whites, and frecjuently 
rubbed against tlieni in a boisterous manner, as if they were 
seeking to provoke a difficulty, and at the same time re- 
marking that thej- intended to have their way there that 
day. It is qnite evident that the negroes, who were armed, 
went to Clinton, that day with the intention of attacking 
tho whites, and that they made a quarrel between a white 
mau and a negro the pretest and signal for the slaughter. 
Upon th(i beet of these events the wildest and most horri- 
fying rumors flew through the country. It was reported 
kt tbo negroes were gathering for the destruction of the 
iwn and a general slaughter of the whites. The citizens 
horrified with the events that bad already taken 
place, and even more so at the yet more tenilile scene, 
whicU their just fears pictureil upon tbeir imaginations. 
They called aloud for their fellow citizens to bring them 
relief and save their town from ruin, and their wives and 
cLildren from destruction. Api-ompt and speedy response 
came np from ail directions, and before the bright sun of 
the Sabbath morn had again peeped at the scenes of the 
previous day, five hundred white men, with glistening arms, 
were gathered in the streets of Cliuton for the protection 
of the town. During the great excitement that followed 
liliiB massacre, which continued for several days, there were 
«>mesevenorcighlnegroeskilledin the vicinity, who were 
known to have been leaders in this riot or chief actors in 
the murders. This was the work of tUe tricaAft Bai "s^iW 
IJonjf of the murdered uieu. 
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Yet, D0twitli8taii(liu{;t'li'8 sceiie of turbuleuce ami Wood — 
shed, iu wbicli more ttian a tLouaand negraes either di — 
reotly or iiittirectly participated, on Monday mornlDg, twox 
days utter, tlio towii of Clinton and the sniToiiiiding coun — 
try were as quiet as if tlie soil had never been bathed bafci 
ivitli the balmy dews of heaven. All was qaiet and peiict^ 
restored. 

Another riot occurred not long after this at Friar's Pointj 
in Ooahoma County, wliicli was inaugnrated by the negioes, 
and originated in the party sehiam between the adherents 
ot'GovernorAmea and Senator Alcorn. On this oceasion 
three or four hundred armed negroes approached the town 
for the avowed purpose of destroying it. They were 
promptly met by the Alcorn party, headed by Senator Al- 
vom himself, and iu theconfiict that ensueil two white men 
and nine negroes were killed. The Democrats had no sharo 
in this matter. These riots are all traceable directly to the 
policy of the governor, and were the natural results of the 
teachings of his partisans, ami to the feeling which his own 
condnct aggravated and inspired. 

Prior to these events, a disturbance took place at Vicks- 
bnrg, bnt it seems to have been nn pre meditated and of no 
iwlitical importance. In this aflray, which occurred on the 
6th of Jnly, a man by the name of Hill, the same who had. 
figured so notoriously in Kemper County, was wonnded. 
This man was there befrieudiug Cardozo, the negro super- 
intendent of edncation, who was engaged in a difiiculty 
with a white man, from which the riot originated. These 
riots created alarming rnmors Ihrougbont the State, and 
greatly added to the flames of animosity between the two 
parties and the two races. There was no prosecution or 
legal investigation of these idots set on foot by the civil au- 
thorities of the State. Governor Ames had but ouo remedy 
he desired to apply, and that was the bayonet. There is 
nothing to show that he exercised any of the civil functions 
and powers of his oflice to suppress these disorders, or to 
j}jieiff- the spirit from which tUey originated ; but iu oou- 
/brailtj' with his ideas of government, Vo ■qvoviv^jXVs Mfi^NSsaS,. 
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lo tUe Preeideitt of the IJniteil Stutes for jiioteetioo, but aa 
[ ^el'ailetlto establish euch a coiitlitioii of affairs as could 
Bstify General Grant in sending United States troops to 
■ llis aid, the application was refused; not, liowever, from 
Ry returuing respect for eonstitntional goverumeut on thu 
i of the President and his advisers, but owiug, as ht) 
I, to the repugnance ou the part of a majority of tliu 
iopleofthe United States to tbo further interference of 
fee general govei-nment in the atiairs of a State. Yet, at ' 

I snggestion, the attorney general sent a man in a rather 
Nondescript capacity to the cajiital of Mississippi. 

Thia man, whose name w^s ChaSe, acted as a kind of spy 
of the Federal governnient, with power to investigate tbo 
tolice condition of the State of Mississippi, and to control 
fctters, by constant threats to introduce Federal tixxips iu 
b State, shoiild he find it necessary to do ro. 
■ Id the meantime the rebnft' he bad received from the 
Kleral authorities, and the resolute and manly attitude of 
i wbite people, entirely disconcerted the military plans of 
EOovernor Ames; consequently, he intimated to the Demo- 
oratlc leaders of the 8tate, through this man Chase, his 
willingness to outer into an arrangement with them iu re- 
gard to tbe conduct of llie election. This intimation met 
witb a cordial reception, and, accordingly, a committee of 
gentlemen waited on tbe governor, and represented to him 
the terrible state of affairs; the great danger of a race 
ooDflict; the determination of the wiiite people to defend 
thoir rights ; to protect themselves, their families and their 
property to the utmost of their ability ; but that they dc- 
precatetl such a necessity, and begged the governor to 
disband his militia, and to put a stop to armed negroes 
mareliing to and fro through the country, as that alono 

raid possibly preserve the peace between tlie races. 
^ Tbey stated to him in substance that it wan thoso mlli- 
Iwy and intimidating movouients on his part, which were 
ribe sole cause of the excited Hiate of public feeUug; (hat his 
Uing oat, and arming the militia, tbevT mMV,\vvL\^ ^'k>>j.'^ 
e cosmtry with Gxed bayonets and ^'itti i.tTHQ.&\»ft%'C\s\'fe. 
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ami Ilia reported intention of invading the county o ^ 
Yazoo, attended by all tlie eiixiumtitiiiiuea of war, had iiro^* 
duce<l au iuteiise feeling of inilignalion among Llio wliitwac 
citizens, aud that all tlii-se domoust rations wore attrilmlf* "* 
to prilitical imrposea on liia part. They assuied bini tiia c 
the jieople would not tolwate Ibis Heurisliiag of bayoneli* 
all over tlie country, and that it' it was not iliscoiiliuueil it 
woiiUi surely result iu ii coliidoii between tbe nicea; that 
the beat way of settling inattt^rs was for bim to disband 
bis troops, nud accept llio pledges of tbe beat citizens and 
moat influeutial genllemeu of tlie State tbat peace and 
quiet abould be maintained. Upon Ibis, tbe governor pro- 
posed to disband bis militia witb their arms in tlieir bands. 
Tbia was objected to, upon tbe ground that the retention of 
their arms by the negroes might still be the aoni'ce of so- 
rious disturbances. Tiie governor then agreeil tbat the 
troops should be disbauded and their arms dejiosited with 
the commauder of Uie United States troops stationed at 
Jackson. 

Tbia agreement gave general relief to the people of tho 
State, and at once re-established tbe reign of ])eace. Tbia 
failure to procure Federal troops to garrison the couuUos, 
and this sudden fall, a« tboy considered it, from hia lofty 
military pretentions, caused a great reaction to take place 
in the minds of tbe negroes, and a great change in their 
conduct towards tho white people. Tbey at once began to 
listen to their arguments and to flock to the Democratic 
clubs. Their ardor and race animosities gave place to a 
disposition, for ike first time, to cultivate terms of fiieml- 
ahip with the white people, and to vote with tbeni in their 
eftbrts to obtain a I'eepectable administration of tbe State 
government. Yet no sooner was the result of tbe election 
known than the cry of "fraud and intimidation'' was raisetl 
by the radical party throughout the laud. Tho leading 
radicals of the State, carpet baggers, whose occupation 
was now gone, flocked to Washington and poured Ibeir 
slanderous tales into theear8oECowgi:eas,aud the cougres- 
sional in vcstigatiug cominittcoa \ifciB at o^tic ?«t oa ticit. 
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'O visit tbe State, drag lo tlie light of day the dark crimes 
'■plireHented to have been committed, and to exhibit tha 
iimnsler of intimidation to the eyes of au execrating world ; 
^nd yet the testimony taken before these investigating 
winmittees was so damag:iug to radical rule in Mississippi, 
that their reports ■were not suffered to be published till 
after the presidential election of 1876. Before the subjocit 
or the general State canvass is dismissed, it may be proper 
to insert the following address of the State executive com- 
mittee of the Democratic party, for the purpose of showing 
the principles whicli controlled the canvass on the part of 
the white peoplo: 

Headquarters Democratic and j 

coksebvatrve state executive committee, [■ 

Jackson, Miss., Sqit. 29, 1875. ) 

To the People of Mississippi : 

Recent occnrrences in the State render it proper that 
■we sLould address you in reference to tbe conduct of tlio 
present canvass. 

An unexpected conflict was brought on at Clinton, on the 
4th instant, by the fault of the members of tiie Eepublicau 
party. In that conflict several citizens of the State were 
brutally murdered, and their lifeless bodies inhumanly mu- 
tilsited. In a day or two, sooner than could have been an- 
ticipated, considering the circumstances of brutality and 
outrage attending the ceniiict in the beginning, qniet and 
order were restored. Tbe governor of tiie State has made 
this disturbance a pretext for calling ou the President for 
tlie use of the national army to suppress what he was 
pleased to term " domestic \'ioIence." To prevent the dis- 
gi-ace which would fall upon tha people of this State by the 
representations made by the governor, that disorder pre- 
vailed here which could not be suppressed by the local 
authorities, many {jood citizens in various parts of the 
State, thongh seeing no necessity for the military power, 
voluntarily organized themselvea iuto com'i?aw\e& aaft. •;»».- 
dered tbeirassktancc, should it be ueeOtfcilL \« ^t«isfti;'s«. ov.^'S 
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und euforce the 1;vwh. These ofle.rs, thongb made in g 
faith, and iu n most respectful maiiuer, were not, in luiy Lk 
stance, accepted, but wore uniformly treated witli couteinpt 
It iH a auhJBct of coiignitnliition, and of just pride to tlia 
people of the State, that cnraed as we are with rulers, alieu 
to ua in sympaihy autl interest, und utterly impotent to 
perform »uy good function of government, and with ability 
only to commit mischief, that wo have been able to pre- 
serve order and to hold society together. i 

In fact, wecan safely say, that in no part of the Union 
doea there prevail a more perfeut peace, or a greater respect 
for law, or a greater desire to preserve order, than iu Mia- 
siesippi, and this is well known to the State executive, if 
he knows anything of the disposition of the people over 
whom he rules. Under these circumstances, we can regard 
the present efforts of the chief magistrate of the State to 
pat into active ser\'ico the militia, and thus, in a time of 
])rofound peace, to organize a standing army in violation of 
the Conatitutieri of the United StateH, and of thia State, in 
no other light than as a deliberate atttmipt to incite dis- 
turbances, 80 that there may be an imaginary iusnrrcuLiou 
which he mtiy snppreas iu blood. 

Wo deem it onr duty to wam yon against these machi- 
nations of the chief magistrate of the State, and to nrgo 
you not to be betrayed in a moment of passion and just re- 
sentment into acta of violence not necessary for self de- 
fence. The governor, in his efforts to blacken the fair 
name of the State, and to procure Federal troops, which lio 
hoped to use for the Eidvancemeut of his iicrsoual fortunes, 
telegraphed to the attorney general of the United States 
that the race feeling was so strong, that it was believed that 
the organizing of a militia of colored men would develop 
a war of races extending even beyond the limits of the State, 
and that the organization of whites alone woiild bo inefl'cc- 
tual. Notwithstanding lie entertains these views, ho Los 
steadily refused tlie proffered aid before alluded to, and is 
noir proceeding to organize, as wb aveSwfoTmtyl., a regiment 
0i'eneh Jtioe, and to mu&Ler tUem inUj ■AiiV\\«i SKvVx'at- '^usss^ 
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SAu be no otlier reason for tliia than a wish on th« parted 
fdie chief magistrate of tlie Stat« to incite tliat war which 
he said woulil be produced, aiul to bring about disorder 
and coufiisiou. For it is well known to all of you that there 
lias not been the slightest disorder, not the pi'etencu of a 
riot or inaurreetion siuce the disturbiince at Clinton, nor 
has there been any obstruction to the execution of the 
laws at any time, except such as may exiat in the incompe- 
tency and wilful neglect of Republican officials to discharge 
their duties. Thnt there is crime in the State is true; but 
there is not more than exists in our sister StalOH, and there 
is nothing that looks like insuiToctiou, or au attempt on the 
part of onr people to obstruct the enforcement of the laws. 
The horviiilo misrule nf the present State government 
[titaa, very naturally, produced an intense interest among 
\i classes of our iieoplu in llic result of the pending elec- 
It is right, and an ansi>ii.'ious oiuen, that this interest 
ksodeepaud so universal. We would not have you to 
lateouejot or tittle of the earnest acal and determina- 
tou you havehitherto manifested to rescue our State from 
B corrupt horde of adventurers and their ignorant allies 
810, by sowiugdiatrust Iwtween the races, seized the govern- 
tent of the State for selfish and unworthy en<Is, aud who 
fve so administered it that, but for tliu conservative lovo 
9law and order of our people, we would now be in a state 
iFanarcliy. We would rather urge you to work with a still 
teater zeal and with a more untiring energy, until the 
Ifiemptioa of the State is secured beyond all doubt. 
^We are glad to bo able to assure yon that victory is so 
ctain that it cannot bo lost, except by our own misman- 
agement or failure to carry ou the contest to tJie eud, in the 
same spirit that has characterized it up to the present 
time. 

In every part of the State our friends are organized and 

thoroughly alive to the importance of the contest. Every- 

^hei'C on oor side there is union, harmony, activity and 

K^Jufideuce. Our adversaries, on the ccntravv; , avtt fev\*!i!ai.., 

^KtiaioraUzed unii dispiritGti, and tlitir rank. \iu«V 6\»i *v'iVia\«. 
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together only by Ihe desperation of theii- leaders, who seem 
iletermined to retain their ill gotten aud ill used power at 
any cost to the people of the State. 

Be pfitieut, yet firm and determined, Leteveiy true son 
of AliaRiesippi act as if the fortunes of the day depended 
on his individual exertions. If there be, in any quarter, 
strife and rivalries among our frieuils, let tliem cease. Leti 
every consideration of self and personal advancement bo 
buried out of sight. Let us all be auimated by the one sen- 
timent that there can be no higher duty to discbarge than 
to work faithfully to secure the redemption of our beloved 
State, unless, perhaps, it be to use nobly the victory, when 
it is wou, for the common and equal good of all her people 
and to the injury of none. 



J. Z, Geoege, Chairman, H. H. Citalmebs, 



I. A. P. Campbell, 
TJ. M. Young, 
Thomas B. Syees, 
H. M, Street, 
John A. Einfoed, 
W. H. H. Ttron, 



L. B. Cheismaw, 
E. C. Walthall, 

A. T. EOANE, 

I. D. Vkrtmee, 
W. A. Peroy, 

E. ElCHARDSON. 
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On the 2ith of September, 1876, the following secret 
cular was sent by the chairmau of the liepublican Stats' 
executive committee, ad<Iressed to the sheriffs, chancel- 
lors and circuit judges of the State, who had jointly the 
appointment of the registrars of election : 

" Dear Sir : You are aware that during the present can- 
vass and in the coming election, while the opposition are 
using every means to defeat the Eepnblicaii party, we are 
forced to the necessity of employing every lawful advan- 
tage our i)Osition gives us. Kot the least of these is the 
matter of registration, and the proper performance of the 
duties of registrars. 

" It is apprehended that many Eepublicaus have already 

been prevented from registering by threats and intimida- 

tJon. It is, therciore, of l\ie gi'uatiist imviortanec that the 

za,%iorUj of the hoiird oi registrais ^\\ou\Oi \wi caisve^i^aii, oV 
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men not only trne and faitkfal, bat who Tvill also liavo the 
courage and firmnoBS to discharge their duties fearlessly, 
especially in canyassing the vote and making up the re- 
tarns. With this view, we earnestly ask you to examine 
the list of your appointments critically, and satisfy your- 
self fully as to the character of each man, and make such 
changes as, in your judgment, will promote the free and full 
expression of the i)eople at the ballot box. We take the 
imvilege of addressing this circular letter to all the judges 
and chancellors throughout the State, because it has been 
suggested to us that there are some professed Kepublican 
registrars who are incompetent, unworthy and of doubt- 
ful fideUty. 

"A. Warner, GhairnumP 

It surely requires no close examination of this document 
to disclose its import and purpose. The circuit judges, 
chancellors and sheriffs of the several counties, jointly ap- 
pointed the board of registrars 5 that is, the circuit judge, 
chancellor and sheriff respectively appointed a registrar 
for the county. These registrars, in their turn, appointed 
the inspectors of election, and supervised and canvassed 
the votes and mad© up the returns, and, in fact, controlled 
the whole machinery of the elective franchise in their re- 
spective counties. Such were the organization and power 
of the officers whose adaptation of character to the duties 
required is so strenuously demanded by the chairman of 
the Eepublican State executive committee. What these 
'^ lawful advantages^ were, in an honest and impartial per- 
formance of their sworn duty, to the party which possessed 
the appointment, is not readily discernible. But they are 
further required to be " not only true and faithful," but to 
have sufficient courage to meet whatever requisition may 
be made upon them in the interest of their party, " espe- 
cially in canvassing the vote and making up the returns.'' 

It is hard to conceive of language more suggestive of the 
role expected of these election officers, by the chief of the 
party, than this last i)hrase. 

To lock themselves up in a secuio a\iOLT^\Axei^'t^ws\^^\^0;i^ 
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the boxes, and then peaceably and leisarely count the bal- 
lots, certainly does not seem to require any high degree of 
courage ; but, in the face of their oaths, to make and utter 
a false list of the votes, surely requires attributes which 
none but an unscrupulous partisan could denominate 
courage. 

But it seems that the chairman was apprehensive that 
there might be some registrars appointed who would not 
possess a sufficiency of the " courage ^ for the puri>ose in 
question. He had been informed that some were " incom- 
petent, unworthy, and of doubtful fidelity," and he desires 
the honorable and grave and dignified judges and chancellors 
of the State to lay aside their sanctified ermkie and patrol 
the counties in search of registrars who might have the 
courage, worth and fidelity to use every advantage their jk)- 
sition conferred ; in short, who would make up the returns 
favorable to their party at all events. 
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CHAPTBE VIII. 

liCt U8 HOW return from oui- peep at the general coadition 
"f affairs io tlie State to tbe conduct of the canipaigoB in 
-*^einper County. Tlie fceliug of distrust and alarm which 
^e have found existing alutoat univeisally in Missiasippi 
^* this time, was greatly increased in this coanty by the 
**\Fl6B8 and violent conduct of Chisolm and Gibner. There 
^^s a general and peculiar interest felt in every canvass in 
*liia coimty, not on account of any special importance they 
Possessed, but in consequence of the high handed career 
^ese men had long pursued in the county, and of which I 
*'a.vo treated in previous chapters only of the most criminal 
*Ud diabolical features. 

It will be necessary now to advert more especially to 
their political despotism and partisan outlawry, which led 
to tlio complete overthrow of fill law anti justice in the 
County, and produced an era of alarm ami distinist well 
JUgh'bowlejingon desperation. 

They had the whole negro population of the county, 
'•pbich exceeded that of the whites, completely under their 
Control, and were, in fact, the arbiters of Ufo and death 
tLroughout the county. 

From the time that Chisolm was appointed sheriff, iu 1S70, 
te had been the acknowledged leader of tlie nwlical party 
in Kemper County. Ho was looked upon by the ignorant 
negroes, whom bo controlled with despotic hand, as the 
fountain of all law and the medium of all power — county, 
State and Federal, civil and military. They voted iu every 
Instance for whomsoever he designated for office. 

The first canvass in which Gilmer threw his black heart 
into the radical scale was that of 1872, in which he was a 
candidate for the State senate, to which aspiration his dia- 
bolical part ill tlie murder of Dawson, as has been already 
led, pi-omoted him. 
\No sooner hud be oJilered the canvass V\ia,\i.\ia\i'i.'v\iVs»!iL 
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with Ghisolni, bo began liia infamoua career. ludeed, so 
joint Rud inseparaWe became the careers of these two men 
from this time, that it would be difficult to treat of their 
condnct singly. Prior to tbis time Chisolra, as he biiuself 
testified, can^ a great many of theleading citizens of the 
county to be arrested by the military authorities. This 
fact has already been alluded to in a former chapter. He 
had, besides this, and after the cessation of military rnle in 
the State, while aberilf, reported raauy citizens to the graml 
juries of the Federal court. This was done to procure, if 
possible, their imprisonment aud removal ftxim the county, 
or such a conviction as would either work their disfran- 
chisement or afl'ord grounds for challenging their votes at 
the polls. 

In consummation of their plans to intimidate all disaf- 
fected negroes, and to preventthe white people from voting, 
Ohisolm and Gilmer procured United States troops to bo 
sent to Scooba on the day of the election, wlio sun-onndcd 
tho polls witii fiscil bayonets, and appeared ready to do 
their bidding. 

On this occasion it is said that Gilmer took Iiis position 
in a middle door leading to the poll room, and examined 
the ticket of every negro that approached, and whenever 
he found one with a Democratic ballot in his hand he seized 
and tore it up, at the same time forcing the negro to pass 
in with a radical ticket, which he substituted in place of the 
Democratic. He also challenged all the white men who had 
been indicted chiefly upon his information and that of Chis- 
olm in the TTnited States court, and on their pleading " No 
conviction," he would reply that there soon would be, aud 
that they consequently could not vote ; and thus, with such 
impudence hurled ui their face, and the bayonets of the 
Federal troops pointed at their breasts, they were but too 
glad to make their escaijo from the scene, retire to their 
homes and there contemplate these glorious features of the, 
" beat government," etc. 

I'erliaps the iTiost cruel and outTn^fcowa iuBtauce of this 
Jdml occurred afc De Kalb. Ao agcA gem\e^o»Q,'N\w.Nwc& 
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^Bsbort distance in the country, named McClelland, a man 
^Ef the most peaceable and ifluoceut character, came in to 
' the polls bnuging with him several negro men whom he 
employed on hia farm. This old man went to the polls 
with his negro employees, and all voted the Democraiic 
ticket. When the lientenaut in charge of the Federal troops, 
named Shelby, saw these negroes vote the l>emocratic 
ticket, he, without the sbghtest provocation, kicked the 
~ a out of the court house, where the election was be- 
bbeld, in a most shameful and brutal manner. When the 
"i aaw the poll box iu the hands of Federal sohliers, 
r to do the bidding of Chisolm, who stood over it with 
■vaot eye as the arbiter of the very right of franchise, 
uen beaten because their negro eniploj-ees voted with 
[, they, as a matter of course, felt that it was au intol- 
jt li am illation, to remedy which no effort in their power 
jlld "be spared. 
Nor was there any remedy or redress to bo found for 
these oatrages — surely none to be had by a recourse to the 
courts of law. They, too, were controlled by these same 
men. The law was iu their hands, and its vindicatory arm 
waa never raised, save in its maddened strokes against tho 
objects of their personal or political vengeance. In any 
cause of virtue tlio courts were dumb. 

During this same canvass, CLisolm, in a speech at Scooba, 

told the negroes to stand lirm for their rights, and if they 

could not obtain Ibom otherwise, to go for the white people 

in their homes. Mr. J. W. Maury, a highly respected and 

reliable gentleman, who was tho opposing candidate for 

jlieriif, on hearing of this expression, afterward took ocea- 

Boo to ask Cbisolm, while mating a public speech at De 

^palb iu this same canvass, if it was true that he gavo such 

Kmueel to the negroes at Scooba; when Cbisolm, drawing 

^kmsolf up, replied with much emphasis, " Yes, by G-d ; I 

Bid !" 

B At this same meeting one KelJis, a radical, was makiuga 
^■pneoh, iu which lie denounced Dr. SamuVcTS, t\\& Y>c\Bt>- 
Kb^V; eaadidato for the legislature, as a IvatiVXuaV ivvs^fa' 
■ . U 
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nrd, npon wliiuli Joliii W. Gnlly, wbo was present, with 
inniiy oilier Deinoci'iila, replied in a, very mild miinncr that 
Ki'Uis erred ; tluit lie knew Dr. Saunders well, and that he 
did not get drunk on all oeeasions aa asserted. Uiion this, 
Chisolin ruwlied iii-i to I lie Hpenkers' stand in a very boister- 
ous and (ingry inaiini'r, seized a double barrelled gun, and 
exclaimed, " John G;illy, yoti damned old scoundrel, if you 
can^C keep your month slmt, leave the court Louse!" At 
this the Ohiaolm dun nunlo ii rush toward Gully and gath- 
ered preasing'ly around biin. Mr. Maury, the opposingreftn- 
didato for sherift", then rernoustrateil with Chisolm and bin 
crowd, telling tbem that Gnlly meant nothing, and that be 
bad only told the truth in defending the personal character 
of a friend. By this means be suceeeded in allaying the 
excitement of Chisolm and his partisans, wbo, for this triv- 
ial offence, bad assumed an attitnde toward Gully which 
even threatened instant death. Mr. Maury, then, by pre- 
arrangement, arose in reply, and after contradicting: aud 
refuting tbe slauderons aseettione made iu regard to the 
Democratic candidates and the white people generally, 
demanded of Chisolm what he bad those guns concealed 
behind the judge's stand for; to which Chisolm replied 
that John Gully bad that morning brought some guus to 
town bidden beneath his shawl, which was known to be 
entirely false, aud so proclaimed by Mr. Maury. Soon after 
this, Chisolm announced that ho would si>oak on a certain 
day in the village of Wabalak. News of this was dispersed 
far and wide among the blacks, accompanied, as usual, by 
such InetructionB as Chisolm deemed necessary to the con- 
Bummatiou of his plans ; aud accordingly, on that day tbo 
negroes poured into the village fmrn every direction, iu a 
boisterous and threatening manner, and prominent among 
these hostile demonstrations was awagonloadof abot guns, 
all loaded, wbicli was stationed near the sp^ikers' stand. In 
addition to this, the negroes, as they arrived upon the 
grounds, wore formed into line, placed under the command 
of a very desperate indWiduaV iiameA.'DaN\.4,MidTegnlarly 
, dffiUed. 
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^P Before tbe speaking liegan tbeso gnus were diatribiited 
among the negroes, who immeiliHtely gatlierecl around the 
stiind nitli tlieni in tlieir Lands. A.fter Cbisolm had fin- 
iKhE^ a very iutiamiiiatoiy liaraiigne, Mi-, Manry arose in 
i-eply, and contradicted some assertions that Chisolm bad 
made. Upon this tbcre was a {^enei'al nprising of thu 
iifgroes, and every gnn was cocked and poiut(;d towaid 
tbe staud. Uagitaiu James Jenkins, a higbly esteemed 
citizen, called on Obisolui for au explanation of all this 
liiistliiig and flonriab of arms. To wbicb Obisobu replied 
Lbat he bad taken those i^recautions tlirougbfear tbatLo 
migbt be mobbed ; and yrt tbero was scarcely a siuglo 
pocket pistol even worn by the wbitcs iu attendance that 
ilay. It is said, moreover, tbat Chisolm's speecb on this 
ix;casion was extremely bitter and incendiary. It seems 
that be bad bat one speecb, wbieb he nsed on all occasions, 
and which be toned to suit tbe circumstances. It seems 
that this gbost of assassination — .wbicb no doubt Iia<l its 
origin hi tbe throes of eouacieuco — often haunted him, and 
was often invoked as a pretext for conduct, the puriioae of 
wbicb was too apparent for so flimsy au attribution as the 
aggressive character of his fears. 
^^^ On one occasion there was a small squad of men, said 
^^M haru come from Alabama, who were, on some errand 
^^BlbtAher, passing tbrougli tbe county, and bad camped 
^^■^inight on tbe outskirts of the village of De Kalb, iu 
^^Mg;rove. near Obieolm^s residence. In the early morning 
^^■Eiy were discovered by a negro boy, and their presence 
^^plported to Chisoim. As to what followed Iwill let him 
state upon bis oath, as testified before tbe kn-klux com- 
mittee, page 250. He says: " I met this boy at the gate, 
and I Haw that he was very much excited. He said : 
'Judge, tbero are twcnty-livo or thirty men ovei- there 
after jou.' Said I : ' What in the de\'il are they after nie 
for!' He said: *I do not know what tliey are after you 
for.' I said : ' Wlicre are Iho.y V Said he : ' They are gone 
qn iu tbe direefion of Do Kalb.' Said I: '"aft^i'ji'SWi- ??* , 
by aaU tell Joe and Tom and April to got ttim ^'ssa^'c^ 
lowe up town just as quick as they can.''" 
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Q. Wbo wei-e tboj? 

A. Tlioy were colored men living on ray place. 

It will be observed tlmt at this very time Cliisoliu Tfas 
tlio slieiitf of Kemper County, and wo Lavo bitu bore arm- 
inji four negroes wlio were living on his pbice, nnd par- 
sning ii sqiiail of strangers for the pnrpose, evidently, of 
creating a disturbance. 

But tbe climax of tbis story yet remains to bo told. 

Q. Were tbpse men mounted ? 

A, Tboy iverc all on boi-sebaok. Tbey baited at Gully's 
ston;, and got a gallon of whiskey, and then left towu, 

I got up a crowd of fifteen men, wbite and colored, and 
followed them to tbo Alabama line — to Painville, in Kem- 
per County. 

Q. Was that over tlio line V 

A. Yes, sir. I followed them over the line and waked 
up a grocery man, as I supposed they would atop tberc to 
get a drink. 

Q. Wben did you get to Painville 1 

A. Aliout an hour before day, Sunday morning. 

Q. Did you overtake them 1 

A. I did not see one of tbom. I stopped where tbey got 
dinner, and saw where they had killed a great many 
chickens and dogs, and ojie thing and another iu the road. 

This invasion of the State of Alabama by the sheriff of 
Kemper County, Mississippi, with an armed x)osae of ne- 
groes and white radicals was, perhaps, without parallel 
in the American States, and eould only spring from a state 
of affairs whose counterpart would be sought in vain on 
this continent, save in the lawless proviucea of Mexico. 
This expedition was no doubt intended to spite and in- 
timidate the friends and relatives of young Dawson, who 
resided in that part of Alabama, and who, as has been 
said, manifested great indignation at the barbarity and 
JHjpiinity with which the murder of that unfortunate man 
Jind been attended. Soiue oi these \m\«A.^e\ftver County 
immediately after that occviirC]ncc,an'lm^ftOTa'f3«&aft.S5j. 
their power to bring the t'crp^^^'^s^'^*^^* ^^ i'^*^'''*' ^| 
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riicoi>oii aid wliicli Cliisolm all'ordcii Lis friend Gilmer 
j tnntter, and Lia Htrcnitous exercise of bis influenco 
kas Blieriff' and partisan leader of tlie county, to sbield liiiii 
"rom tlie strokes of justice, liad very muuli enraged tlie 
3iids of Dawson against Mm. Tlicy woli knew tliat it 
8 liis iuflnence that prevented an indictment or evmi a 
lOQiniittat of Gilui(!r and Davis for tbis crime. 
I It was in consequence of this tlmt some severe articles 
lippeared in the Mercury (a newspaper pabliabed at Mori- 
tan), written by Judge Dillurd, an uncle of Dawson, charg- 
ing Lim with defeating the ends of public justice, to wliich 
■very acrimonious and insulting replies were written and 
jmblished by Ubisolm. 

This correspondence resulted in a personal altercation in 
lite streets of Meridian, in which Clusolm shot Dillard, 
inder the following circumstances. It seems that neither 
r seen the other before, and by accident tliey met 
^at day. Without deeming it necessary to set forth the 
|bU particulars of this eircnrastance, which is of no general 
mpoftance, save so far as it elucidates the character of 
pbisolm, and to show tliat the account given of it by his 
ome biographer. Wells, is utterly false. For this pur- 
6 I will rt>ly upon the readier being satisfied with Chis- 
Rlm's own sworn statement in regard to it. He says 
KBoatwell report, page 112) : "I was returning from Jack- 
ion, and stoppeil over at Meridian on business, and me and 
billcird met in Judge Ham's office, who knew the bitter 
V^rrespoudence that had passed between na, and knew our 
tclings toward each other,* I did not know Dillard ray- 
felf at all; didn't know the man; never liad seen him before 
lat morning ; and a big man came in, and they all seemed 
I be greatly excited, and I was dumbfounded myself. 
Judge Ham said, ' Judge Chisolm, walk into Judge Fewel'a 
office, and let ns talk this matter over,' and when I got in 
Ibere, he said, 'That is Dillard.' Says T, 'Hell! is that 
Dillanl ?' and I stJirted to walk out, and he says, ' Come 
Kck into rte office; Judge Dillard is^vcrsVA.A\a?i.\i-.,\i& 
^desperate man, and he is drunk to-day , an.4\ ■wwiyi.a^- 
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viae yoti now to fry to aTOiil meeting bini nt all, if yon can.' 
Bays I, 'Fcwel, tins is one of the &.iys I don't feel like 
fighting at all; I iiiii't gotanyfigbt in ine today.' He said, 
' I don't think yon do want a ditticiilty with anybody.' Saya 
I, ' I don't.' In passing along the street, T went into tlie 
People's Savings Bank, to make some deposit of money, and 
to take the receipts of the nashier, and me and liim was 
talking, and lie asked me where I was going, and 1 told 
him I was going down to Judge Lore's ; I liad proniisetl to 
pay some money for a man in that connty, and I walked 
dowTi the street, and I saw Lore and the man Dillard about 
tweuty steps before me. I saw that there was nothing for 
me to do bnt to walk riglit on, and I went on and spoke to 
Jndge Love, and shook hands with him, and he says, 'Al- 
low mo to introdnee yon to Judge Dillard; I remarlied 
that we didn't talk, and Dillard then commenced abusing 
me with bia pistol in his band, and mine was not out ; my 
hands were loose. I stayed there and took it until I got a 
chance to cross the street, and then 1 fised myself and came 
back, and we met on lialf way ground, nnd I shot him. I 
mean by ' fixing myself to have my pistol like bis waa." 
This description of tlie sliooting of Dillard nob only 
shows the ebaraoter of Chiaolm, but gives the lie to 
the representation made of it by J. M, Wells. If that 
individual desired the trntli, why did be not refer to 
this Bworn description of Chiaolm himself? But tlm 
features of the narrative did not suit the purposes of 
this slanderer, and so ho jireferred drawing npon liis own 
imagination for ajusfifination of his horo— which that hero 
himself did not attempt, or perliaps even desire. As a 
matter of course, Chisolm stated 'this matter to the senato- 
rial e^juimittee in a mninier most fjivonibte to himself. 
From wliom did Wells obtain his version of the affair I for 
it is entirelyditterent from the representation of it. which 
C'liisolm made nuiler oatli. It is certain that the sworn 
nortfs of the dead man etnitradii-t his vicarious biographer 
in this, as ircll nn in many ol.\\^v S\\^^v^\\TO*.^ ■wViwb Imva 
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For this attempt op tlie life of Dillard, Chisolm wns placed 
under recognizance for Ills appearance, and at tlie circuit 
coart was indictetl and broujjlit to trial at the seeoud tei'm, 
i}efore Win. M. Haiicock, a radical and partisan friend of 
Oliiaolni. Tlicrefore, it will not be a matter of surprise, 
from what we Iiave already seen of tbe nilings of this class 
of judges, and the prejudices of negro juries, that he was 
acquitted. 

Itmny be observed, however, that Dillard had the mag- 
nanimity to forbear the exercise of any influence in the 
prosecution. 

This circumstance formed anotber groand for Chisolm 
to base his apprehensions of dauger from the dreaded 
Alabamians. Judge Dittard was a prominent citizen of 
the a<tjoining County of Sumter, in that State, and was, 
as has been before observed, an uncle of Hal Dawson, 

tXhe conscious guilt in the killing of this man had, as wo 
hire seen, caused both Chisolm and Gilmer to entertain 
prely suspicions of all Alabamians. And these suspicions 
vere intensifled by the circumstance of the sliooting of Dil- 
latil. Ileiicefortlrthe grim spectre of an Alabamian seems 
to lia^e forever haunted their minds, and formed a favorite 
analogy for tlie constant association of the name of Jolin 
W. Gully. Soapt was Chisolm in this respect, that in his 
examination before the liu-klnx investigating committee, 
fact was noticed and observed by Sir. Blair, in the 
[lowing colloquy with Chisolm : 
Q. "Who is this man Gnlly ? 
A. lie is a groat big SoutLem bully. 
Q. Yon have hud some quarrel with Lim, have you not 1 
A. Oh, yc8, sir; certainly I have. 
Q. I thouglit so, IVom the way you brought him in on all 

iisions. Wliat have yon quarrelled alwut 7 
A. Well, he is regjinled as the leader of the crowd that 
to my town. Mr. Taliaferro told njeUiat ho was the 
'ttidentof tlio Khebang— the high priest of the concern 
my county. 
'iS. Is tluit wJiut yoa ami hw q.iiarrclVe4 r\jovA v*^'*»^ 
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A. I uever knew anytliing else for aa to qnarrel aboat. 

Q. Waa it not about HOme matters of a note, or a forgery 
matter 1 

A. No, sir; tbnt Lad nothiDg to do vith it; we i 
qua,rrelliug before tliat came ap; we had had one or 
rows before that tiling ever came np. 

Q. Tliat only made it worse ? 

A. I suppose so, but I do uot know tlint it did ; It 
not amount to auythiug that I know of. There never 
been the scratch of a pen against me in the connty, if thiili 
is what you want to get at, aud there has been everythin|fc 
from mpe down, against him. 

Q. What was this allegation that lie made about you ? ''1 

A. Ge mode a charge against me there, after we haJT 
split, that I was trying to fix up, to get some governmei 
cotton. 

Q. From whom T 

A. From the government. 

Q, How did lie say you were trying to do that t 

A. He said that the man who was on the affidavit nevei 
made the affidavit. He never said that, however, 
after the man died, you understand. 

Q. Wd,s that all he said ! 

A. The God of Israel only knows what he said. I do nfli 
know anything abont that. That is what I beard him Bay.' 
I know the courts never bothered mo about it. There is 
nothing on God's green earth against me in the courts or 
anywhere else, that I linow of^ except what Gnlly says. 

Q, I thought you and he were somewhat acrimonious ? 

A. Yes i that did not start the thing at all ; we were out 
before that, aud ho thought he would take that start of me 
to break me down. 

Q. Generally, he is a pretty bad man, ia he not I 

A. Well, I think the people think so, both Democrats 

and Jiepublicans ; that is my opinion abont that. I think 

they regard him as a very bad man. He lias some money i 

.re/, because he does not pay \us OlpXit*, anJ. \vvcs in a pala- J 

t//il Iioiiffo, ujiil ill! bis propevty la ™ \\^«i Ms^mc (i1\\\&».i 
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J sn!)posetbat is very eaay to do ic tliia couQtry; l»iit I 
Only refer to him (there are other men tbere l>eRule3 htm) 
•is the head oeutre of thu couceni. Tlitit is why I referred 
to liiiii ; uot because 1 care anything more about him than 

I ilo about any otUor little man in the comity, because he 
is a very small man here ; I only refer to him because other 
men tokl me that ho is the hwvd centre of the concern 
there. 

It may be observed Iiere that John W, Gully, at this time, 
was the recognized leader of the Democratic party of the 
county. Ardent, enthusiastic, bold and outspoken by 
nature, he labored with untiriug zeal in the interest of 
Ids l>arty, and was the trusted leader and represen- 
tative of the intelligence and property interest of the 
conuty, while Chisohn occupied a like position in the radi- 
cal party, and that their respective spheres should have 
engendered unfriendly feeling between them ia uot at all 
wonderful. Chisohn had always considered Gully, as ho 
calls it, the head centre of the Democracy of the county, and 
his most powerful opponent. To get rid of bim, or to de- 
stroy his iuSuence, had from the flrst been his most ardent 
aim. He had reported hiui to the military authorities as a 
ku-klux, and that having failed, he was charged with the 
crime to which he alludes in his testimony. For this 
he was arrested and carried before a military tribunal. The 
woman who was alleged to bo the victim of this crime went 
before the clerk of the court, anil made an affidavit that it 
was false. Yet Chisolin and his elan were not to be baf- 
lleil iu their purpose. She was carried to the military camp 
and there coaxed and induced to retract her oath of denial, 

I I er former affidavi t was considered a nullity, and full force 
:Mid efl'ect was given to her subse(|uent aud forced accusa- 
trim. Yet Gully succeeded not only in tracing the original 
iliargo to its maliciou.s source, but iiroved by incontrovertible 
U'sliinony the impossibility of tbo act at the time alleged. 
So clear was his proof of innocence, and so plainly was it 
1 lie work of malice, that he was again triumphantly and hon- 
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of his inveterate foes. But if Gnlly was tlias fortunate in 
refuting tbe charge of illicit love, it was not the caaewitli 
Cliisolin. It is n iiolorioas laut in De Kalb and in Kemiw 
Coanty tliat lie ilressed a negro woman and quartered lier 
in oue room of hia law office, and on one occasion, it is said, 
Mrs. Oliisolm repaired to this room, pistol in hand, and was 
only prevented by herhnsband from billing her duskyriml 
and quenching in blood his illicit flame. 

During the year 1874, an act was passed by the legisla- 
ture of Mississiiipi, requiring the county Ixiards of suirer 
visors to summon before tbem all delinquent taxpayers of 
Iheir respective counties, to show cause why they had not 
])aid their taxes, and to sulfur such pains and penalties m 
might bo imposed upon them for their delinquency. Under 
that law Mrs. llull, a widow lady, and sister to John W. 
Gully, was summoned as a <lelinqnent, although her brother 
liad promptly paid her taxes, for which ho held the receipt 
of the sherifl', W. W. Ohisolm. On the day appointed for 
tho appearance of Mrs. Hull before the board of supervi- 
sors, Gully presented himself with the receipt, and upon 
his remarking the fact tliat he had it, (Jhisolm became 
furions, and there, in the court room, and in the presence 
of tlio board, began to indulge in the most profane and 
insulting language, directed to Gully. Upon this, Gnlly 
observed to the board that he thought it hai-d that he could 
not appear before them to attend to buaineas without be- 
ing insulted by the sheriff. At this Chisolra immediately 
ii'lired to his oliice, which was an adjoiningroom, and soon 
i-eappeared with his pistol in his hand. Gully simply called 
lite attention of the board to this, when the president told 
liim that he could retire, and that they would send tor him 
when needed. When the case was reached, the cleric of 
the board was ordered 1o notif;y Gnlly, upon which Chis- 
olni, witli an oath, said (ha the himself would summon him, 
and at once iiroccedcd to Gully's store, and on his iiotificii- 
/iaii to Cully, which he niiwlo in a very- imperious manner, 
f/io latter j-eiUitrked that \\e \iaiV ;\\Tft'.\»\'s \\\wo.\tftdliim about 
iliia mutter, tia ho luiU doutiou a\\ttc)'s\. «i.\ct^ waiisvasi, ■&!& 



^B KEMPEK COIIHTT VINDICATED. 219 

lac visited tliG court lionse. on business, and that 1l mnst not 
V>e repeated. Ohisolm tlien went to lifs lionse, wliich was 
Taut a sliort distance away, and got Lis double barrel gun, 
<2arae back, fired it off, and reloaded it, then placing it 
against and beliind the corner of the nest bouse to Gully's 
store, promenaded for some time back and forth in front of 
tbc store. In the meantime, be had summoned his clan, 
Koveral of whom seized their gans and repaired to the court 
Tiouse. Gully, well knowing their designs, took every pre- 
caution to avoid the ditticulty, and, quietly walking over 
and presenting the receipt, retnrned to his store. This 
circumstance was witnessed by many of the most reliable 
citizens, who were satisfied tbat Cbisolra was then seeking 
an opporlnnity to kill, or have Gully killed, as bis conduct 
was otherwise inexplicable. 

Dnring this same year, the legislature passed an act im- 
posing a privilege tax upon all merchantfc', bankers, law- 
yers, keepers of livery stables, and all transient venders, 
and otbers. This tax ranged from two to five hundred 
dollars per capita, and was collected by Chisolm, as sheriff 
and fax collector for the year 1870. Yet, ia the report of 
the State auditor for that year, the amount of the revenue 
from this tax is summed and expressed for every county in 
Mississippi, except Kemper, in reference to which the au- 
ditor tersely adds, " No jirivilege tax collected in Kemper." 
Yet there ia, perhaps, not a single person in the eonuty, 
l)elongiug to one of the classes designated as subject to this 
tiis, but would on oath declare that he paid it to Chisolm, 
or his deputy, and for which many still have his receipt. 

These facts arecorroborated by a radical who was at that 
time one of the officers of the county, and who stated to 
the writer tliat he had a personal altercation with Chisolm 
for remonstrating with him about his conduct in this re- 
ject. Butasutiicieiicy of these disgusting circumstances 
»vo been enumerated to serve the purpose for which they 

J iidOuced, namely, to de]>ict the true character of t 
iaav. anil with nn e.vjiressioii of disdain, auA a. It^Xw.^ '^'il 
t/ivf, the u'ritiT (Usinisses the subject. 
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It now beeomea necessary, in order of time, to advert to 
im incident whicb, no donbt,liad its origin, like many otiicr 
crimes committed in the county abont this time, in tbo lii- 
Bpiration drawn from tbe immnnity afforded by tbc radicnl 
autlioritiea. Of tbis circumstance, tbe carpet bag biogra- 
pher, Wella, baa manufactured quite a snpply of food for 
liiH mendacity. To again sbow bis aptitude and proflcieiiuy 
in tbis respect, it will be necessary to quote bis statement. 
He says: " In tbe month of October, 1874, some one, in tbo 
nigbt time, entered tbe room of a daughter of George Cal- 
vert, who lives in the southwest beat of Kemper County. 
The young lady awolce in great alarm, and just in time, as 
she believed, to see some one, whom she did not recognize, 
run through tbe doorway and escape liefore tbe family 
were aroused. 

" Suspicion of tbis grave offence centred upon one of two 
negroes living on the place, but no evidence whatever, and 
no circumstance tending to strengthen this suspicion, was 
ever obtained, farther than, the boy was not found at boino 
that night. Bis own explanation of bis absence was that 
lie had been out, as he bad often done before, to witness a 
fox hunt in which some gentlemen were engaged not far 
away. Notwithstanding tbis, be was taken into custody, 
without process of warrant, or any legal arrest, and carried 
to DeKalb, when the deputy sheriff, Charlie Bosenbanm, 
very properly refused to take the prisoner, save only'in the 
manner and form prescribed by law." 

After a careful examination of the facts, and from bis 
knowledge of them, obtained from the officers and oye wit- 
nesses of the proceedings in this case, tbe writer is pre- 
pared to say, that there is not one iota of truth in the above 
account. The young lady fully recognized her assailant, 
wliosenamewas Ferry Greenlea, and tbe negro was duly 
arresteil ami tried before a justice of tbe peaceof the county. 
The evidence of guilt waspositive, and he was found guilty, 
ani] was sent under a regular and lawful mittimus to the 
shfiiWof tbo conut^". Tbe (\e:pulg sUeYiffi, BWCaii\i?,\i :j. tadi- 
«a/^ did not refuse to receive t\\e 'pn&cniCT -0.^011 aja-s «iHi^ 



STXinnda as those allege<l, but be was returned to the cnstody 
<^f the justice and liis coustable, for tbe reason thtit tbe jail 
*^f tbe county bad bwsomc so decayed that it was totally un- 
safe as a prison, and be was refused by tlie slierifF or bia 
^leputy wilh a request tliat ho be sent to the jail of an ad- 
joining county, as provided for in such cases by the statutes 
«)f tlie State. When this action of the sberiff was known, 
nnd tbe negro brought back to the ueiybborhood, a crowd 
of both bliick and white gathered, and took tbe negro from 
the hands of the constable and bnngbiin,jnst as they would 
have done under similar circnui stances in perhaps any other 
twunty and neighborhood. In couse(iuenc«of this visitatioa 
of justice, lonjva rare thing in any form under radical mie 
I iu the eonnty, the negroes became greatly enraged, and tlieir 
^Httiovementtj and sulky deportment sJiowed but loo plabdy 
^H^t they had something serious in view. Finally, a negro, 
^^BHined Wash. Smith, informed Mr. Harbour, a gentleman 
j residing in the neighborhood, that, headed by a negro 
school teacher, named Brown, tbey were endeavoring to 
get Tip au insurrection, for the avowed purpose of killing all 
the whites, and tliat they were making violent threats of 
wreaking summary vengeance upon tho perpetrators of 
tbe hanging of (j-rcenlea. On learning this, Cijptain J. L. 
tjpioks, who was then a justice of the peace, and now the 
popular representative of Kemper County in tbe legislature 
tif tho State, visited the negro who gave this information, 
for the purpose of interviewing hiTii more closely conceni- 
iiig it. The negro seemed very much alarmed, and proposed 
to make an afiidavit before tbo justice in regard to the 
troth of his statements, which he did. He stated that the 
plau was for the negroes to aaaemble with arms and proceed 
to tbo neighborhood of the banging, carrying with tlieni 
the uegi'o coroner, who was also a waiting boy of Ohisolm, 
under the pretence of holding an inquisition, and that a 
note written by lirown had been sent among the negroes 
apprising them of the movement. Ue charged four negroes 
1 tlie neighborhood with being the instigators and leaders 
tiie scheme. These were imuiei!d'a\»\5 avTCa\fc&, ^s 
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Moses Griffin, oup of tlio fotir accused, confessed I 
epiracy. TLcy wcro brought to trial before the justice a 
two of thcrii were convicted. Grifliii, having turned State's 
ovidcuci*, Wivs released, and was simply pluced under bonds 
to keep tUo peace. 

Tlio news of tlio iufonnation of Smith, and the confoasion 
of GriCtn had, in the meantime, spread through the coHnt,v, 
ami even iulo the counties adjacent, and the minds of men 
Iteing prepared by esperience for the reception of bucU 
reports, their fears were aroused to the highest degree, so 
that on the day of the trial of those negroes, quite a hirgo 
crowd of citizens had gathered there from the suiTounding 
country. Prior to this, however, aa Chisolm was the high 
priest of the radical party, and exercised full control over 
the connty, a correspoudenco had been entered into with 
him in regard to tlie matter, for the purpose of securing his 
co-operation in the interest of peace. To this end, Mr, A, P. 
Davis was sent to him as the bearer of the expression of 
the wislieg of the peoplcj upon which CUiwini promptly 
wrote and sent a note by Davis to one of the leailing ne- 
groes, ordering hhn to desist from his hostile demonstrations. 
But on the assembling of the citizens at the trial, and wlien 
the whoto truth was laid open by the testimony, the matter 
was deemed to be of so serious a nature, that it was thought 
Iiest to come to some more definite nnderstanding with 
Chisolm, in order to allay the fears of the people, and, if 
possible, to obtain some satisfactory guarantee against any 
future attempts of this character, and, he being the sheriff 
and p^ace ofacer of the county, as well as the recognizee! 
leader of the negroes, it was considered important that he 
should visit the neighborhood, as his presence would, it was 
thought, have a soothing and assuring effect. In pursuance 
of this, they now dispatched two gentlemen of the neigh- 
borhood, Archy McMahon and J. E. Driver, to invite 
Chisolm to come there. He, with some excuse, declined 
going, but gave these men every assurance that he woiji 
use his jntJuence in the interest of ]>eace. Upon the rets 
iof these envoys, at the request oi tlifc ciI\ia\i.& %«,\\aTQ 
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'be following note was written and sent to Cbisolm. Two of 

"le signers of this letter were justices of tbo peace, auti tb« 

(itlier a member of tlie county board of anpervisors. The 

note and its purport Epeaks for itself; and it may bo 

o\)served, tliat tlie writer is informed by ono of its authors 

tJiat its Iiaving been written on a grange letter head was 

X*nrely accidental, and tliat iieitlier its import or iiidito- 

**aent had any coTinection or relation whatever with that 

^Association. 

" Mount Pleasakt Ghange, 
No. 230. 

tj. R Datis, Master. J. L. Spines, Sec. 

" Moscow, Miss., October 1, 1874. 
Judge W. W. Ohisolm, Db I^alb, Miss. 
" Dear Sir : We have been reqnested, by at least somo 
ro hundred persons, now assembled at J. L. Spinks', Esq., 
10 inform you that wo are proud of the conversation you 
bad with Archy McMahon and A. P. Davis in regard to 
the excitement now in oor beat about the negroes rising in 
arms against the whites. We have additional evidence to 
snbstitntiato oiu- fears. We have arrested several negroes, 
and the proof is positive against them. We do not intend 
to do anythiog in violation of the law or anything without 
reflection. We intend to defend ourselves, if the negroes 
come upon us as they threaten to do. We insist on your 
immediate presence at J. h. Spinlcs', Esq., to-day, just as 
soon as yon can possibly come. We assure you that you 
will be treated as a gentleman, and hope that you will not 

|£til to come. 
, " Itespectfully, your friends, 

ADAM CALVEET, 
f J. L. SPINKS, * 

JOHN B. DAVIS.'' 
Of this innocent and commendable proceeding of some 
of the best citizens of the county, the carpet bagger, 
yPeUa, indulges in tiio following disBetXjatiQ'tt^ ■^V\vla.,Na.'' 
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TJew of tlie facts, is as ludicrous as it is con temp tiblo. llu 
says : " It was believed by tlie leaders of this aft'ray, that 
an opportunity was now presented for carrying out a long 
dierislied desire — lliat of murdering Judge Cbisolm, and 
malting it appear as tlic voluntary act of the wLole eom- 
munity." * • "The admonition of friends saved Judge 
Clusolm's life ou this occasion, as that which follows will 
clearly prove : David Calvert, a brother of Adnm Calvert, 
who married a sister of Judge Ohisobn, afterward told liin 
wife's family that lie was eoguizaot of the note being car- 
ried to Ilia broth er-iu- law ou the occasion of the ' negro 
hanging ' near the house of Justice Spinks ; that he knew 
the object for which it was delivered, and to thwart tUo 
])urpoBe of the men who sent it, auil prevent the shedding 
of innocent blood, he himself despatched a man with a 
message to warn Judge Chisolm of the danger which 
awaited his arrival at the scene of the riot. With no 
further evidence than the statement of an individual to 
prove a conspiracy like this, there might be found room for 
questioning its existence, but, fortunately, whatever evi- 
dence may be needed to dispel every doubt in the matter 
is at hand, and will be found in the letter wliicli follows : 

" Rio, Mississippi, September- 
"Judge W. W. Chisolm. 

" SiE : I believe there is a plan on foot to assassinate yt 
This belief is founded upon au aaaertioa that I hoard olii 
William Pearae make, in the presence of four respectable 
ladies. He said that you would be taken out of Do Kalb 
before next Sunday night, and meet with the same fate 
that the negro did who was hung on last Saturday, near 
here. Other remarks, similar to this, have been repeated 
to me by your friends, which I will not take time to men- 
tion now. There was an armed force of from lifty to otio 
hundred men met at tlio grave of the hanged negro, on 
Monday, to prevent the holding of an iuqacst. Your 
fiiends in this iieigliborkood think you would do well to be 
on yoar guard. My light is Aim, auA 1 iXotft w«, -wdCi sa. 






Qiglit. I -will close by sayiug that I hope you wilt be on 
J'cnr guard. The Laiigiug of the negro wa.9 an outrage of 
tlie blackest character. 

" Yonr friend, as ever, 
-. 8. S. WINDHAM." 

^V " p. S. — The excitement in the neighborhood is great." 

■r "The above," says Wells, "was written and sent to 
■^Jartgo Chisolm by a special messenger. Mr. Windham, its 
^luthor, was an honest and kind hearted man, although » 
democrat, and a brother in-law of Adam Calvert. His op- 
'^wrtuuitiea for knowing the facts were the very best, and 
lis statement in writing over his own signatore will hardly 
bo donbtfiU, The faot that he ia now dead, and out of the 
way of all barm, accounts for his name being given here." 

Now let QS for a moment notice the contradictions and 
fftlseboods that glare upon the very face of this state- 
ment. In the first place, Wells has already been quoted as 
alleging that the assault upon this lady, and the hanging 
of the negro, Terry Groenlea, took place in the month of 
October, 1874 ; yet it will be observed that the re- 
ported warning was dated September. — {Wells, Chisolm 
massacre, pages 103 and 107.) Again, he says : " The leaders 
of this af&ay " (meaning, of course, the two jnatices and the 
supervisor who extended the invitation to Chisolm to eomo 
to the neighborhood) " sought to murder Chisolm and make 
it appear that it was the work of the whole community;" 
aud yet he makes his man, Wiudham, say that there were a 
hundred men there. Again, Wells, after stating a fact pur- 
ported to be alleged by one David Calvert, suddenly admits 
that "there might be found room for doubting its exist- 
ence," and iu his preparation for the introduction of the 
letter, he premises its assured truthfulness and ponderous 
weight with such vehemence that the reader is doubtlessly 
surprised that Windham should confes.s, in the second 
sentence, that his story was " founded npou" what he heard 
one I'earse say. And Wells closes his comments npou this 
}t>tter wJtii the magiiauimoafi [jeroratVon, V\ia.\, \>i.'i ^aRi'o 'C* 
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this man Wiiidhnm was iluail, and beyond thercacli of liarm, 
Recounted for liis uuiim being given. FerLaps it did uut 
to liiiu ill what terril)lo jeopardy lie Iiad left David 
Calvert, the brother-in-law of CLiiaolm, wbo wtvs not dead, 
n-liOBO family secrets and coutideutial communications lie 
had so nithlessly divulged ; but it seems, unfortunately, that 
Wella cannot make his blanket cover all his bed — when Im 
pulls it to one side he exposes another. It is remarkably 
strange that Ohisolm, in his two oxainiuations at Washlu;;- 
t^on, before the congressional committees, in which he took 
so much pains to recount and ijictnro every semblance of 
spite or threats against him, should have been so pei-feetly 
silent in regard to this terrible conspiracy. Perhaps it 
call be EMJCOiinted for on the ground that John W. Gully 
had 110 connection with it. 

As to this man, Wiudhaoi, for whose veracity Wells so 
gushingly vouches, it is well known in Kemper County that 
he was a disreputable radieal^who went about oSiciating 
as chairman of negro night meetiitgs, and was expelled fi-oni 
the masonic lodge for defi'auding it. But the date of this 
letter being a mouth anterior to the events to which itt) 
couteiits relate, engenders grave suspicion that it was 
either a forgery, or was written snlisequently, for a pnrposo 
foreign to its import. But I will not follow WoiU any 
furthec in this matter. I will loavo him to tlie contempla- 
tion of the reader, while ho branches ofi' into his usual eu- 
cominni upon the merits of the unfottuu ate Miss Chisolm, 
which he almost invariably does after every flight of invec- 
tive and spasm of ku-klux delineation. It is a great pity 
that the task of preserving the memory Of tiiis young 
lady has uot falleu into the hands of one with more discre- 
tion and sense of propriety than to make it a hobby to pass 
&0U1 one slander to another, and to so mingle it with 
political events as to leave it in doubt as to which wa-s the 
more bitter partisan, she or her father. The writer is pre- 
pared to give her a more amiable eharacter, and to tre at 
her memory with a more delicate consideration thau.J 
vuustautly use it ub au iuterjauei\tt\w:uwi\yAi'fls«'Oi viau 
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and assassinations, with which she had not the slightest 
connection. The memory of pure and virtnous Southern 
women is not accustomed to such treatment, and the con- 
spicaons rSle assigned her by Wells is no doubt a promi- 
n/ent feature of his slanders. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ig of tbe year 1875, Jolrn W. Gully and W- 
W. Ghisolm were, aa has been stated, tlie cliairmen of the 
county executive coiiimitteeH of their resi)ective parties- 
Tlie Itepublieaii ticket for tlic canvass of that year,!** 
Kemper (Jouuty, was composed of the folIowiDg aames; 

For the State Senate John P. G-ilmeb. 

For liepresmtative Moses G. JJalfoed. ^H 

County Assessor ...MosBS MoUadb. ^H 

Count;/ Treasurer Hbzzy Jack (colored). T^M 

The harmony of the canvasa, on the part of the radicals, ■* 
was disrupted early in the campaign, in conyequence of the 
uomination of the negro, Jack. H. A. Hopper, tbe then 
treasurer of the county, desired re-election, and upon his 
defeat before the convention, publicly charged, in a speecli, 
that Hezzy's candidacy against him had been corruptly 
procured, to whieh Hezzy promptly gave the lie. This 
caused a ilouriah of pistols among the parties and their 
friends at the time; which, however, resulted in uothiug 
eerious ; but threats of revenge were continued to be made 
iy Hopper, which caused Hezzy to be on his guard, and to 
go constantly armed until a short time afterward, when 
lie was engaged in conversation with some gentlemen in 
the court house yard. Hopper came along, and with his 
Land on bis pistol, attempted to seize hold of Hezzy, 
and fired two shots at him without eft'ect. At this Hezzy 
leaped back, then drew his pistol, and fired two shots at 
Hopper, one of which took efl'ect in his face. Hezzy then 
ran away, and the affair ended. They were both indicted 
for assault with intent to kill, and tried, and both were 
acquitted. 

This negro, Hezzy Jack, had long been, and was at the 

time, awaitmauof Chisolm, and was completely under his 

, JaSaence. Uti H'iia, otbcrwise, bj no 'mc^iva t. \ywl Qegro, 
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Ed would liavo been more acceptable, without thia indu- 
ce, to the wbit« people than any one on tlio ticket. 

It was be who informed J. W. Gully of the throats that 
Sen Bush had made agaiust bim, aud warned him of his 
danger. 

Tbia difficulty bad the effect of impairing the influence 
of the Chisolm clau over the negroes, aud rendering the 
minds of the latter more accessible to the overtures of the 
Democrats, and was worth more to them than all the 
intimidation that existed even in the imagmatiou of Wells 
aud bis class. 

kTbe state of affairs in Kemper County at this period is 
ily beyond the conception of those not familiar with it. 
le same condition of general corruption, which has been 
ucscribed as prevailing throughout the State under radi- 
cal rule, existed with multiplied aggravation in Kemper 
County. The radical government bad here become in- 
tensely unpopular, and had engendered personal feuds and 
bitter i>oIitical and race animosities. The negroes had a 
voting majority of about three buutlred in the county. 
They were entirely under the control of Chisolm and his 
clan, aud voted solidly ou the radical side, while the white 
people were as solitlly Democratic, with the exception of 
the Chisolm clique. This small clique controlled the entire 
machinery of the county. It numbered among its mem- 
bers all the county oflicers, the Juitges and registrars of 
^election, except one registrar at each i>reeiuct, and through 
^B^ wmbiuation Chisolm ruled the county as despotically 
^Bf a satrap of Persia. 

^K He bad ruled the county as its sheriff for seven years 
preceding the election of 1875, while the other odices were 
tilled by the men whom he told the negroes to nominate. 
It was too much power to be possessed by any one man be 
he ever so just. 

As sberitf, he had the selection of petit jurors, and a board 
of supervisors, chosen at his dictation, selected the grand 
Ejnrors, and he sent whomsoever be wished to the legislor 
e of tbo Bta.to, ami iilltid nil tUn offifita ol \lvii6 WKisSji- 



Hjiirors 



I 



witli his personal friends. Indeed, it may bo aaid tliat tbe 
very life of every man, woman and cUild iu tbe Couuty of 
Kemper Lang upou the Binack of bis finger, so great was 
Lis influence over tbe negroes and liis whit« adberents. 

Tbe Kepubliean candidate for representative, Moses G-. 
Ilalford, was a man of but little force of cbaracter, and a 
tit subject to become tbe tool of Cbisolm. For this reason 
be wa« itlaced upon tbe tickets McDade, tbe candidate for 
county assessor, was of a similar cbaracter, and Cliisolw 
Lad his name placed os tbe radical ticket for a like reason, 
for otberwise it is impossible to perceive wLat merit or 
quality eitber of tbeso individuals possessed to entitle tbem 
to (irouiotion, even in tbe radical ranks. 

Tbe candidate for county treasurer, Hezzy Jack, was a 
negre, totally ignorant and illiterate, who was unfamiliar 
witb a figure in aritbraetio or witb a letter in the al- 
phabet. Surely not a very siiitable person to conduct the 
hnancial aftairs of a county! bnt tbe more ignorant and 
incompetent these officers, the more absolute woiUil be the 
rule of (Jhisolm. 

During tbe seven years of radical mle, the indebtedness 
of the county bad been increaKed to an extent bonlerjng on 
bankruptcy. It was said to be the most indebted couuty 
in tbe State, and yet tbe rate of taxation was nearly forty 
dollars ou tlie one thousand, while the property was 
arbitrarily assessed at an excessive value, and a debt ef 
twenty-seven thousand dollars was contracted for the 
employment of teachers; for tbe greater number of log 
cabins used for school pui-poses were, erected by private 
enterprise and contributions. 

So burdensome were the taxes, and so utterly impossible 
was it for the people in theirextremepoverty to meet them, 
that more than one bnndred thousand acres of land were 
seized by tbe State for taxes, as no purchasers could be 
found, even at tbo profitable percentage gnarauteed to 
tbem should tbe lands be redeemed. During all this time 
thepoverty stricken people bebeld Cbisobn and his tViends 
'owing rieli. It is said that wben \ve eoSwTCA ftve. Q?iw»i v^ 
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^ liCi'iff he was too iJoor topurcLasoa liorso, aud wlien lie 
i^ft it lie was wortli fifty tboiisiuid dollars; yet lie waa 
**-:n extravagiint mau, bat he possessed at least one good 
^^uahty — the quality of liberality. lie would rob tlio county 
"^'vithout compunctiou and lend money to his peraoiial and 
^Vaoliticai friends wilUout the leiist prospect of regaining it. 
Ho is also said to have been liberal In his contributions 
^0 tho churches and other eleemosynary objects. But this 
liberality evidently proceeded more from a spirit of vanity 
than from the promptings of any virtnous sentiment, for 
lit) was appareutly utterly destitute of religion aud of any 
leflned moral sentiment. He was coarse, vulgar and pro- 
fane ill the extreme, wbicli rendered him truly disgusting 
to all gentlemen of refinement. 
As an iustance of this, Unite<l States Senator Bayard, 
'Iio was one of the senatorial investigating committee, io 
letter to the writer says: "I send you Chiaolm'a teati- 
mouy, whicli will show him to have been a violent and dis- 
orderly mail. I remember liia personal apiJearauce, liis 
prodnction of his 2>istol in the committee room, and the 
general imitression he made upon me of being an outlaw ; 
BO that when I beard of his shocking death I was not much 
astonished, although I could not but be horrified with its 
details." 

Here we have a true impression of Ohisolm's character, 
made upon oue who uever saw or heard of hiui before, but 
whose tutored observation and knowledge of human na- 
ture enabled him to form at once a correct opinion of his 
character. Ko doubt the other grave senators, who com- 
iwsed that committee, were no less disgusted than Senator 
Bayard, and with the same candor, would express them-, 
selves in a similar manner. 

Chlsolm took especial delight, on all occasions, in flaunt- 
ing liis ill acquirt:d prosperity in the face of the people 
whose losses furnished his ill gotten gains, while any 
attempt on the part of the people to investigate and 
ISO the Jinancinl conditiou of the county was met by 
\t ami citii liaagur in life. To suiiAi au tx.VexA 
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tlUH tlio case, that inaiiy of tbe best citizens of the cuosty 
refrnineil from visiting the court liouse, unless tliej wew 
conijfelled to do so on business. 

To throw off tliis intolerable yoke,' became now tUe ono 
ruling ]>assion of the people, and tliey determinetl to niaka 
one supreme effort, and to employ every legitimate meivna 
to tills end, wLJle the radical leaders were as equally deter- 
mined to maintain themselves in power at all hazanls. 

Under these circum stances the campaign of 1875 was 
inaugurated, and it was conducted with all the vehemenne 
and vigor of desperation. The radicals sought in every way 
to stO[) the ears of the ncgi'oes against the arguments of 
tlie Democratic speakers, and to prevent them from listen- 
ing to their speeches. For this purpose every method of 
inflaming thejr minds and kindling the prejudices of race 
was resorted to; every old cry, by which the party had 
heretofore been so successful, was raised with lusty voice. 
They predicted to them the utter rnin of their race if the 
Democrdcy ehould come into power; invoked all the mem- 
ories of the past, and painted in gloomy colors the return 
to slavery as an inevitable consyqueneo of Democratic snc- 
cess. From long habitual political associations with the 
negroes, they well understood their fears, were pcrfoctly 
acquainted with their wealvnesses, and knew well Jiow to 
take advantage of their ignorance. Subsidiary to this, the 
party whip was raised over tiu'm with keen lash, social 
ostracism for party defection was promoted and encouraged 
among them, excommunication from the church was urged 
to be enforced, and even i>ersonal violence incited against 
all who should vote the Democratic ticket. Yet, itotwitli- 
standing all these potent influences, there was, early in the 
canvass, a notable disposition on the part of many of the 
negroes to cut themselves loose from these men. This 
feeling was particularly enhanced by the failure to obtain 
Federal military presence, and to gratify their peculiar 
fondness for military parade ami display. 

This charactfirifitic and diaii\)pointment was availed of 
. /y tLe Deaiocratii, who ptoGVixei Amms awA *&& ^-aA 
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^pwDtls of iDDsic,witli wliicli thoy traversed tb» comity, and 

ffvtrliicli they freely employed at tiieir meotiuga. Flags wore 
tbrown to tlie breeze and iiiooceiit displays invented. This 
did not fail of its purpose. Tbe negroes were first at- 
tracted and then gradually began to lend a listening car 
to the Deniocratie speakers. Tbis baviug been acconi- 
lilislieO, it vafi uo longer difficult to make them understand 
the true situation and to comprehend the fact that their 
own and the iiitfirests of the white people were one and ibu 
same. This done, tliey flocked by hnndretla to the Demo- 
cratic standar(], Tbe connty was thoroughly canvassed by 
the candidates of both parties, and many political meet- 
ings were held. 

At these meetings the Democratic speabera would offer 
to divide time with the Eepubbcan, bat this waa .ilmost 
invariably decline<l by the latter. The chief argnmenta 
uaed by the Democratic speakers to indnce the negroes to 
change their political affiliations were the incompetency and 
corruption of the radical officials, the high and rninnua 
rate of taxation, and the general depression of all business, 
which kept them, as well as the white people, in extreme 
poverty. 

They showed tJiem what they might expect under a eoni- 
jietfint and honest administration of the afiairs of tho 
county, and this they promised should bo tbe result of tho. 
Bucccas of the Democratic party. They also gavo them to 
understand Lhat there could never be any state of amitj', 
good will and mutuality between the two races, which was 
so necessary to their mutual jirosperity, so long as the 
negroes continued to foist soeb corrnpt men in office. 
These arguments were not such as the radical candidates 
desired or were competent to meet; their hobbies were the 
old issues of race, and the designs of the whites upon the 
liberties and rights of tbe negroes. They appealed to their 
worst passions, and pointed at the great social gulf be- 
tween the two races, which they endeavored to convince ^ 

^^^em to be the result r>f an invasiou, or a wiLU\o\i\ft^ ol j 

^mB^lrjn^ lights. 
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Auothur arguiiii^iit waa tUftt tbtiy were indebted to tlie 
nidiual piirty tor tUeii- Ireudoia ; tliat General Urant had 
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8 tUo great uiiampion of tlieii' rights, 

ii tinit hU of tJieni should vote the 

who dill not so vote would be iibaii- 

vliite people to be put back intfl 

jiiiy \v;iy tlmy luif^ht nee proper. 

These arguiueuts, however ridiculous, wuro yet an im- 
provement, as respected tlic credulity of tlio negro, upon 
the old fortif acres and a muto doctnne, and the like, 
which were for a long time so eti'ective. They had beeuso 
often deceived by these promises that they now uo longer 
paid any attcntiou to thetii, and the radical leaders found 
themselves at a l»m to invent some new talisman to work 
npon theirimaginatious. Military support had failed tliem, 
aird in their desiwration they resorted to every possible de- 
vice as a aubstituto. It Inid alwnya been the custom here- 
tofore for the uegroea to inarch to the election precincts 
and up to the poUsal'tertiieiiiaiJuerof soldiers, armed with 
clubs and sticks, some of them with old swords and pieces 
of scythe blades. In this way tliey would take possession. 
of the polls, and the white men wonld bo compelled to givu 
way to them, and wait tor them to get throngli betbre they 
could vote. This wayof rnshing them to the polls in a body 
and in military parade was resorted to by the radical lead- 
ers to prevent any of them fi-oin being approached by the 
white people for the purpose of influencing their votes; and 
in like nmnner they heretofore attended their political meet- 
ings, except that ou these occasions many of them carried 
their shot gnus in addition to their swords and stares. ^H 

The canvass of 1875 in Kemper Connty was condacted,I^H 
the part of the radical party, chiefly by Ohisolm andOilHiJ^H 
They did the speaking. Ohisolm, by his long contiuuntfoit 
in the office of the shrievalty and his rapid aocnmulatjon 
of money, had luauaged to have quite a nninber of Rinall 
farmers indebted to him, upon whose property he held trust 
ileedn. These he proi»ptlyuot\6ftd V.V\at they must eitlier 
voto for him or eoino to a seU\emeut, ot \3b& u\i.a.'!*«A^ 
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^P^uld be enforced. By this ineaua In; (wmpellud a few 
r Bemocrata to either vote for liira, or stay away from the 
polls, to wbicU lie triuui|»liautly alhidos iu LU leatimouy at 
IVasbiiigtoii. As that testimony uot only develops furthcT 
^in character, but t;;ives aa iuisight into the coaduct of tins 
<^.iiupaigti ou the part of the radicals, it is here quoted. 
Iteport of tbe senatorial uoniruiCtee, page 756. 
tjiiestioii by the chairnmu : The objeot of this committee 
*-a to ascertaiu how the cimvass was conducted, especially 
"vrith refereuco to wbetlior there were any acts of iotimida- 
^on ; aud this coitimiltee would like to have you state fully, 
~i.R your own way, what occiured under your own obstrvatioa 
Sq Kemper County. 

A. Thecauvasa iu that county was, I thought, vtry warm, 
and there was a good deal of excitement attending my 
meetings. I don't know anything about the meetings of tho 
opi)o6ite party, except what was in my own town. 1 atteiyied 
0Q6 or two of those. The canvass opened in the county at 
Black Water, so far as tba Kopublicau party was coiicGrned. 
1 made an appointmeut to make a speech at Black Water, 
aud Judge Bell, a candidate for the legislature, a^ked me 
to divide time with him. I told him I would, of course. 
There were 8omo colored men came to me in a f^w days, and 
told me that 1 had better uot go to Black Water ; that they 
s«-ore that I kIiouKI not speak there. Old Billy Bailor, a 
prominent colored man, came to me and told uie that if I 
went to Black Waterl would DOt be apt to come back home; 
that tbe Key boys and the Hudualls and the Hodges, and 
McClelland aud D. V. McWhorton, down to Black Water, 
said that I should uot make a speech there— such a speech 
a.3 I had been accustomed to make. I saw Judge Bell a few 
days after that, and says I, " Judge, I don't want any 
trouble, you know. In the first place, I am not able to 
fight a regiment of men, and if there was going to be any 
speaking down there, I wanted just to take my own course 
in this thing. I am perfectly willing to divide time with 
yon, bntl don't want to go down there aud have any trouble 
vWi tiiese men." Ifesaid that be tUoaai^t "A ■si^aia.'is" 
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take, ami that he would try to ooutrol that thing. I got I 
several of ray frieuiis, white Eepablicaiis, flt'teeii or twenty, K 
all Southern meu, aiul most of them Ooafederato soldiers, fl 
soma of them the first meu that ever left the county aitd ■ 
wont iuto the army, to go with mo to Black Water. We 1 
mtt a liirge crowd of white men and aomo freedmeu there, I 
and Judge Bell made a speech, and I replied to him. 

In my speech there were a good many ijuestioua asked 
me. I had been notitied previously how a tight was to be 
started by questioniug me. An old man, Dorset Whit^, 
ivas to aslc me some questions, and they thought I would 
lii'6 np and say something very severe to him, and then 
they would opeu on me. When Le asked me some quea- — 

tioua I replied to liim that Judge Bell and me were mak 

ing the canvass, and that I didn't think I ought to l>ffl=^ 
iutemipted, and Judge Bell told him to stop. " • ■ — " 

Q. By Mr. Bayard — Were the questions disrespectful ocz^kt 
improper to be put I 

A. Well, if I am not mistaten, one of the qiiestiona wa^=^ 
to know why I hadn't had alt the school warrnnts paid— J- 
That was a disrespectful question for a sensible man tot:;^ 
ask me, from the fact that a sensible man woaUl hav^^^ 
known Chat I had nothing to do with the payment ofc=^ *" 
school warrants. Ho knew very well that I eouhl no^^^ 
answer it. 

Q. WSiS there any question asked you that was derog 

atory to you to have answered t ^^M 

A. I don't know that there was. ^^H 

Q. State a lew questions that he asked you. ^^M 

A. Some of them were to know how it was that th^ 
Bepublicau party taxed tlie people so; what they put sncU- 
heavy taxes on the iieople Ibr. Of course I was no legisla- 
tor, and had nothing to do with it. 

Q. Htill, did yon thinlt that was an unreasonable quee 
tion to be asked by people who were paying taxes? 

A. No, sir; not specially. 

At the same time Mr. llvxiluatt slMted to get np, a 
iptaia Uaahj wlio was ca\)ta\u. oS a. tysvftDwai ^<ma. j 
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comity, who was Ji iiarticular fiiciid of bis, got liold of Iiim 
ftnd pulled liim down"; and Cai»taiti Wash afterward told me 
;)iat liQ said ha was goitig to got up and go for uio. Aa 
{lOoti aa 1 got tlirougli my speecU Bell rejoined for a quar- 

r of ail hour, and when I got up to reply to liini tbey 1 
eomiiieuGcd asking me questions again. 1 was to bave a ten. 
^iuutes' rejoinder, and 1 didn't get tbrougli witbin tbo tea 
^utes. I told tliem tbat I liad said as mncb as I cared 
0, 1 believed, and I called my crowd. I told tbeui that I 
Idii't propose to bandy worda with them. I says, "I 
) got througb with my speech, and I'm going to my 
Juggy." And I, with sis or eight of my friends, walked 
p to my buggy ; but tbey didn't interfere witli me at all. 
Jhere was no interference, except they scorned to want 
D get up a general talk, and see what it would amount to. 
'. learned from other parties tbat they had a good many 
QDS down there in tbe bushes, but that I don't know any- 
Iting about. After tbat I bad no more discussions with 
lem at all — no more joint discussions, 
I made a canvass of tbe county. At neai'ly all of my 
leetiugs tbey would come, from Ave to tea, soraetiuies fif- 
len or twenty armed men, with double barrelled sbot 
ans, rifles, and one thing or another, from different direc- 
ous ; and tbey would say to each other that maybe they 
light kill a buck tbat day, and they would take tbeir 
nu8 along. I made my speeches, however. 
I spoke at every point that I was to speak at in tbo 
ouuty. At some places there were no colored men turned 
at. They told me tbat tbey bad heard so much talk in 
1 ncigbborhoiid tbat there would be some trouble tbat 
&ey were afraid. My speeches to tbe colored men all the 
e were that I thought there would be no trouble, but if 
bere was to just let me, and what few white men them 
) along with me, and the white Demoemts flgbt it out; 
liat it should be a straight out white man's flgbt. I didn't 
lant tliem to bave anything to do with tbo fighting; tbat 
' there was any Sghting to do, what few "wtate «\«\\ •s^'A i 
kJi mo wonM figlitj that we didn't -wawtift 
rtodo with the fightiQg. 
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Q. Was tliere tiny particnlar disturliance at any of yonr 1 
meeting's? 

A, There was not, except on tbe last day that I spoke at 
Bcooba, on Satnrday liefoi-e the election on Monday. On 
that day, after I had left Tie Kalb, and was abont a mile 
from town, I was stopped by a young man named Halford 
— I think they called him Jnlins, bnt I am not iiositivo 
now; his father was a candidate for repreaentativo on the 
Eepublican ticket, and his name is Mosea J. Halford. 
This young man, liis son, met me and threw np his band, 
and hollowed for me to halt ; he rodo up to me — and Mr. 
Hopper, I believe, was in the bnggy with me ; I am nol^ 
positive as to that, but I know there was some one ^vith^ 
■ me — ^he rode up and said his father had started him that3 
J^ight to meet mo; that he had heard I waa coming t 
'■Scooba, and that I never wonld get there; that I wouli^*— ' 
"be killed liefore I got there, I told him I hated to turn«r^ 
back aft^r I had started, as I usually went where I starteiW^ 
to go to. There were four or five men with me, and the yr^ rf 

(rode np and asked what ^aa the matter, and we cousuItei^^S 
'about the matter, and I asked them to ride ahead of th^^3 
Iraggy, I asked the young man how tliey were going t(^=^ 
kill me, and he said Mr. Poole, one of the men in the^* 
iDemocratic club near Scooba, said that they wci'o to hc^^ 
hunting right on the raad ; that Poole came to Ma lather'^ 
honse at midnight, and said that they were going to bi^^^ 
hmttiug that day on the road, aud that they were going t(n^^| 
1:111 mo; that tht^y were going to iiretend to bo deer bunt^^^l 
Ing. lie belonged to the Democratic club, but came audi^^| 
told Ifalford that night, bo this young man told me. ^^H 

I sent these men ahead of me, and I drove on down abonfe^^f 
six milea from Scooba, and Mr. James West, who bo1ooged^^| 
K to the Democralit! club^ciime walkiiig,as I thought, sortif^^H 
^1 'Ont of the woods. I got out of my buggy and took my pistot^^l 
^Kdli my hand. Siiys ho, "Judge, what is tlie m.itter! aiv^^H 
^K'^ou going to shout meF I said, " No^ sir; 1 have n<|^^H 
^^^tciitioj} of KJiootiiig you. 1 am a \\U\u t-s.«»,\K4 ^^<t^|^^^| 
^Jfar." tfefj-s Jif, " 1 luime Ao'wn ^"J^o to 60*n Ti'are^VH'i^^^B 
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God's sake, ilon'tlet anybody know I have been liere! But 
if you are deteriniiietl to go to Scooba, you mnst stay there 
all iiigbt, aud not «oiiib back to-nigbt." 1 Siiid, " Jim, tell 

a tlie tnitli about this matter." Ho said, "I have told 
yon enough now, I suppose, to get myself in trouble. I 
.dou't want yon to say anything about this. I am your per- 
gonal trieutl, and I am satisfied that aliaost all the people 

1 the county are your personal friends." Theu I told 

■That Halford had told me, and he said that ho thought 
hat by having the men riding on before me that we would 
8 by all right j but if I would go ou to Scooba, he told 
iCj uot to go back from there that night, I kept my 
torses geared up, and ready to go bad;, though I didu't 
nteud to go back, but I held out that I was going. 
The negroes told me that a crotvd of men had gone oflf 
rom Scooba with guns, in the direction of De Kalb, leaving 
at day about tweha o'i'lock. I don't know whether that 
Ejs correct or not, but at Scooba there was considerable 
l^cutemeiit that day, and there was a man from Clark 
lounty there ; I think his name was Carter. I was intro- 
Luced to him that morning, and I think he was drinking 
4;ht smart. He told nie tliathewas sorry that a Southern 
1 with the brains, and the sense, and the general intelll- 
ce that I had, would be going againsthis country, and his 
:indred, and his friends ; tliat he thought that it was bad 

Eiough for the damned infernal Korthern Yankees to be 
yiug to destroy flic South without Southern men doing 
I told him tJiat I was conscientious in all I did ; that 
t thought after I got wliipped that I was whipped, and 
|iiat 1 believed the best policy for the Southern people was 
I do what the Constitution of the United States said — 
vo everj- man an equal and a fair showing to exercise his 
Ighta freely and voluntarily; and consequently, I was a 
EiDiiblicjin ; but 1 remarked to him, " The damned carpet 
i, I have no particular love for them," (What does 
d'elia say to lliis?) "got no }iiirticularuse for them," but 
Iicm were no caijiftlniggersinmyt:rowU*,itM;asaUSoa.tU.- 
i,aMl my ij'jiiids were ucaiV^ a\V ot IXv&To. ^^ 
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Confederate soliliern, and I told liim that I supposed that my 
family Iiad as good a record, as far as the war ■was con- 
cerned, as lie or any other man in Kemi>er County ; while I 
didn't go myself, that they Jiad made honorable soldiers, 
and filled honorable fjraves Hjion battle (ields. 

I made my Bpeccli that day under some excitement ; there 
was a good deal of excitement. 

I will state that Mr. Duke, anothergeutleman at Scoolta, 
told me that the excitement was caused by some gentlemen 
coming from Jackson down there, who claimed to be United 
States marshals. I don't know as to that. I told Mr, Duke 
that I didn't know that they were United States marshals. 
1 know one of them had been a United States marshal ; but 
I didn't know whether he was now or not. I hadn't sent 
for him ; they said that they came there with Senator Gil- 
mer a night or two before that. 1 told him that I supimsed 
that they had a right as citizens to be there. I went to see 
Mr. Woods — H. Woods, jr., — a leading man and a very quiet-^ 
man. I asked Lim if there could not be some arrange- 
mont made whereby there could be some assurance of a fair " 
election- 
Said I, " There is a great deal of excitement here to-day, 
and what is the cause V 

He said he didn't know; and he remarked that be snp- 
]iosed that those men coming over from Jackson caused 
some excitement. 

Said I, "Hab, I want to make some arrangement, if I 
can, to have a fair election; there ain't no use talking about 
holding an election without you let ua have an elcetiou." 

He said that Cod knew in his heart that ho wanted a 
fair election, and no trouble. He said one difficulty might 
be avoided if we would agree not to let twenty negroes 
vote that they knew to bo under age ; that perhaps that 
would quiet them, and he said he would go over and get 
Mr. Duke and Mr. Miller Jones, old citizens there, and 
bring them over to talk the thing over in his office. They 
ctimi; am] I agreed with Mr. Duke aud Mr. Miller Jones 
L time these men should not vote -, U\s.t \ \\-m\\Ci ^s^«. fecmi^^ 
B fpoeia! fnyor not tn vote, if t\vi.\t \\v^u\i\, c\\».cx. IVfeXJi'S 
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Mr. Dtifee said then that tlmt would qaiet them, provided 
We didn't interfero with the negroes, and mate them vote 
llicradioal tieket. 

I said, "Duke, by God, I am a free American citizen, 
:md I liavo ns mudi right here as yon havo ! I have as 
'iiueli interest in the county as yon have. I will make 
II proposition to yon. I propose now to let all hand.s 
'to Iheir own voting, and for the white men of the 
I'oiinly Ui have nothing to do with it. Just let them get 
'Ittir ticketi^ and vote as they damn pleased." 
^_ He says, " Tlioy won't do that." 

^L I says, " Weil, when I meet my friends, I intend to talk 
^Bb tlic.ui, nud try to get tlicni to vote the B«publican ticket, 
^Hf Uny of tliem talk of voting tlic Democratic ticket." 
^V He said that if wc should interfere with them, and should 
^BKt^npt to do that, there would be a fuss on election day. 
^T I said, " I don't know what will be the result, but I 
Soteud to do it." 

I saiil, "I understand there is to be an army of Alaba- 
"lians over there;" and they said that they didn't know 
"rtything about that, if there was. 

I made my speech, though under strong excitement. 
^Jcpect I made the bitterest speech tluvt day that I made 
**Uring the canvass ; but I know that I didn't ad^-ise the 
''cgi'ocsto anything except peace, because I tokl them all the 
^iine that th^ could not fight J there was no iise talking about 
' l-ieir fighting ; if they hail to fight to vote, by the Eternal, 
*^liey conld not vote ! But in my speech that day I told them 
'-~very one to go to the polls and not be blufted off; that I 
^lought i)erliapa they were playing a blutt' game, and go 
*>inl vote and go right oft immediately. Dr. Gihner made a 
''speech that day. lie was senator at tliat time from that 
^listrict. He statcil to them that he wonhl be there to give 
■^hem their tickets, and that they intended to have a fair 
election. 

kXotwithstandiug all this, it is a well known fact tliat no 
oner did these men discover that they had sure enough 
it their holt} upon the negroes, whose votes ftve.^ ftNi ■&(*- 
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ilespair of until tbe last nionieut, than they determiow^H 
:ill events lo [ircvcnt llie hohiing iif an election. '^W 

It is KouiuwLiit feniaikaWo tliat Wells (lid Jiot refer, in T 
liis work, to tliis sworn description of these ereiits by I 
Chisolm bimself. He quotes, at leugtb, Gilmer's tale ofbia I 
romantic dodgings througli tlie piny woods in endeavor- I 
ing to make Lis way from Scooba toDeKaIb,ou tJie eveof 1 
ilie olectiou; Init it is plain that tbe language of bis hero, 
and the facts he d ivnlged in Iiis testimony, did not snit tlie 
purposes of this wily biographer, 

A few days before the aleetion, Gilmer went to Jactsoii 
iind jirocnred three desperadoes, iiud brought them with 
him to Scooba, reprcsentiup tliem to be deputy United 
States marshnls. These men were named Pavis, Es- 
keroU and Jett'. T>. Bell, who is now in the penitentiary 
of tlic State for murder. This man represented himself 
rIso as being a Democrat, but that he intended to 
carry the election for the radical party, or kill every 
man, woman and child about Scooba. He told the 
lartieala jiublicly, in' a speech on Saturday previous to the 
idection, to carry the election at all hazards, and tbey, at 
llio same time, tlircjitened to arrest, in their assumed 
oflicial capacity, all the leiidtng Democrats, This conduct 
created considerable alarm and indignation, in the beat of 
which Colonel James 11. Duke, a prominent citizen and 
Democrat, sent a note to De Kalb, requesting help from the 
citizens of that place and snrronnding countrj', should 
these throats tie attempted to be carried into eft'ect. The 
jiooplo were very naturally astounded and dismayed at this 
new and strange feature of Federal interference, and 
which was threatened to be so harshly exercised, anil 
lu'ing at a completi? loss what to do in this humiliating 
dilemma, they tclegi'aphed lo General J. Z. Georgo, at 
Jackson, wlio was tho ehairnian of the Democratic State 
I'xeentivccoiiiniilteo, toknow what they kIiouIiI do. Gpncrnl 
(icortro at onca waited on llie United States niarshal. nt 
Jiwknoii, j[ j\fi'. Lnhe, t\iu\ was informed by him tlmt h« 
oir iioiiung of tlicso pavUcs, s\i\A ftxaS. "fto «a«^\ i»\i>M.Vi« 
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kad been appoiDted, General George immediately ap- 
iiitied the people of Scooba of tliis fiict, wliereiipou there 
8 great indigiKitioD on the part of tbo Democrats. 
The following ia the teatinioiiy of James n. JTeville, Esq., 
»lio conducted the inquiries about the marsbala: "Oa 
latnrday before the electiouj tbree men came from Jaok- 
, Mississippi, and represented themselves as deputy 
Juited. States marshals. I paid no attention to it, but 
apposed that if they were deputy Uuited States mar- 
}ials, tliey had been sent there by authority of law, until I 
Heard of some vei'y violent aj)eeclies that they had been 
laking, and language that they used, tending to excite tbo 
9lored people and the white people, and, probably, bring 
)>out bloodshed. I then telegraphed to General George, 
itairmau of the Democratic executive committee of the 
(ate of Mississippi, as follows : 

" ' Scooba, Miss., October 30, 1S75, 

* General J. Z. George : 

" ' Gilmer reached this place on Saturday, with I'onr 
nited States deputy marshals ; says be is going to make 
rresta for intimiilation. Would you advise us to submit 
» an arrest ? No iutiniidation has been used. 
" ' Kespectfully, 

J. n. Neville.'" 

" ' Jacicson, Miss., October 30, 1875. 
' J. H. Kevillb, Scooba : 

" ' No such deputies have been appointed, so says the 
Tnited States marshal. J. Z. Geoeoe.'" 

In the meantime the three impostors, so soon as they be- 

ima aware of the exposure, suddenly left the village, and 

there no more. This strategy having failed of 

purpose, it was now determined to prevent an election 

concealing or destroying the registration boots. Tlieso 

belon^'ifi^ to tlio Scooba pvcciut\, VsoWi^^ixv 'sss^ 

^e obaiiocry clerU, who is aloi\c t\ic\t \c^a\. cw^-Q^s^sJ 
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to the vegistiars, but. by some means Giimcr got possef _ 
of them and locked them np iu liis safe in Lis store. Aftra 
the failure of Ills intimidation scheme he fled to tlie 
artna of his fdeud Chisolm, at Do KaJb, whence, in accord- 
ance with some understauding with prominent Democn 
he sent the following note: 



1 



"De Kax,B, Miss., N^ovember 1, 1871 

" T. H. Ore, Esq., Scooba, Miss. 

''Dear Sir ; I write yon as one of the managers of tii» 
election for Scooba precinct. I have talked with gentlemen. 
of the opposite side, and iu whom I have conlidence, aD<l- 
they tell me that they will write to their friends at Bcooba, 
and assure mo there will be protection ; and I am satis&o^ 
that you will not bo harmed in the discharge of yonc" 
duties, and that every man will be permitted to vote what 
he chooses. This being the ease, I can see no reason whjr 
the election cannot go on. You will find the registrattou 
books in the safe ; either Wood or Chancey has the com- 
bination, and will deliver them to you or Spencer, or auy 
of the officers entitled to receive them." 

The men to whom lie refers here were his partners, and 
Spencer was the clerk in hia store. So we find liere the 
registration books locked np in tbo private safe of an in- 
dividual far away from their legal custodian, and that in- 
dividual a candidate for a seat iu the State senate. Tliese 
books had been unlawfully turned ovqt to the charge of 
Gilmer by the registrars, to be either altered, defaced, con- 
cealed or destroyed, as ho might see proper, in order to 
carry or prevent the election ; bnt for some reason he con- 
clnded, as will be seen from the preceding note, to permit 
the election to be held. In connection with this note, ami 
showing the temper and wishes of the people, is the fol- 
lowing note, written by the parties with whom Gilmer made 
tJiG arrangemcDt referred to \a\iSsVettei:, to some leading 
democrats at Scoolia : 
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■» "De Kalb, Miss., November 1, 1875. 

B'-J. H. DtrKE, James H. Neville, Esq., and W. H, 
^ Halbell. 

I " i>«ir ^iVs; We, tlie nndcrsigtieil, liavebeen actingas a , 
<2«iiference comuiittee liore bttween tLe Eepublicana and 
Our Democratic friends, and Lave, after some exeitenientj 
Sigreed and (letermiiiod to have a fair aud peaceable dec- , 
tioii, and liave nrraiiged to liave a force of good and reli- 
aible men fo insure iicaco and gootl order, aud a full exprea- 
fesiou of the elective franchise; and we appeal to you aa 
ei>resentativc men of jour beat, to lijive peace and good 
Pdcr to morrow, aud to give tbo niiinagers all tlie moral, 
iod, if weeded, the physical force, necessary to protect all 
urties and keep peace. Mr. Gilmer will write to tbe 
tanagers and advise tbem to bold the election. We will 
Sve iieace and quiet hero and yon must do the same. 
" Kespectfully yours, 

James Watts,! 
E. Fox, \ CommitteeP 

A. 0. Ellis, J 
Tbeee letters were given in evidence and vouched by 
[r. A. G, Ellis, in hia examination before the Boatwell 
matorial committee, at Washington, in June, 18T6, iiage ■ 
i7ftO. These registration boolis coutaiiied tbe names of 
»rery qualified voter iu tbe county, aa none were qualified 
•ho bod not registeiml, and they were the solo evidence of 
Hie right of franchise ; bence, without them uo legal election 
Boold be held, and it would have been an easy matter, by 
ft little alteration or defacement, to bavc changed the vote 
t£ the county. The law provided for the most considerate 
Bare of tliese books ; they were required to be in tbe pos- 
KBKion of tbe chancery clerk, except when needed by the 
maid of registration for the purpose of holding an eleo- 
ion. They were then turned over to the registrars — the \ 
lierk taking tlieir receipt for them, itnd after the deter- 
iuatioa of the result of any election tUey -SCTft vy^vsttA. J 
he leturved to the cliauueiy tiWvV u-\»vi. \iu8i "fa: 
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NotwitUstamliHg tliis, these books, belonging to the Scooba 
bent, were lodged for an iiiiknown length of time in the 
private safe of John P. Gilmer, who was lit that time a, 
ciiiulidivte for ofiice. 

To ascert^iiu the fiite of those belonging to the De Kalb 
beat, let us return to the testimony of W. W. Chisolm, 
Bontwfli report, page 7C0. Ho says: "I wont home on 
Sunday morning ; I supjioso I got home abont one or two 
o'clock. Wlien I got home, the chancery clerk, Mr. Poole, 
and the circnit clerk, Mr. Bush, ctime up to my house and 
told uie that they thought thoro was a rig-ht smart of excite- 
ment up town ; that Welsh and Watts and Allen and 
John Gnlly were in town, and they seemed to he excited 
about something, and they were walking over the town, 
and going around the court house, and walkhig abont a 
gi-eat deal, and they didn't know what it meant. 1 told 
tliem that I didn't suppose it meant anything particular. 
• • • I thought things looked very had indeed, from 
everything I could hear from every part of the county, 
and the nest morning I went down town, I suppose, at 
about half an hour by the sun ; I went to mail some let- 
ters, and was met by Mr. Charles MeCrary, and he asked 
if I was going to be at home that day ; 1 told him that I 
was ; he said ho heard that I was going to make a speech 
that day. I said, ' I have not heard of it, Charley.' I said 
I supposed that everybody would be gone from home to 
the big Democratic barbecue out at Moscow. lie said he 
didn't know about that. I went home and ate my break- 
fast, abont seven or eight o'clock, I suppose. 1 saw a great 
many men in town. When I got back from breakfast I saw 
several men from a good distance in the county coming in 
town. I began to inquire what the devil was on foot. Did 
they think to-day was the election I Phil— P. H. Gnlly — 
came into town pretty soon with some of his sous and 
some of the young Elalfords, bringing guns with them. I 
sent for Phil, and I asked him what in hell and djuiination 
/i/J Uifso thitigs meant, and he toVi\ inc. that it meant thie: ; 
LiiaC Alien and Welali and Walta Vai Be,iAiiuuitissiaa.ws!R. 
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i the county, and tliat tlie people were all armed and comiiiy 

I to De Kalb for llie purpose of going on to Scooba, as lie 

i'Timlerstood ifc, from a telegram that James II, Duke had 

I «ut up there. I told liim that it was \'ery etrauge indeeil } 

f ttat I could uot imagine what the devil all Uiia thing 

[ meant.- I said, 'Iseo yon arp uot goiug to ])ermit us to 

I iold a> fair election ;' lie said he hoped it wonld be a fair 

election. • • • l got a uote fi-om a man named T. 11. 

Orr, down there, statiiiK that it would be impossible for 

'■^t election to be held at Scooba; that the whole county 

'*'as in arms, and that the negroes, he reckoned, would bo 

*"Un off. 1 sent for Mr. James II. Brittain, and some oth- 

^fs, and told them : says I, ' Gentlemou, yon can take the 

^lection.' That was about four o'clock Mondiiy evening, I 

^tippose. I am a little ahead of my story ; I will go back jl 

-*tttle. About two o'clock that day, Mr. Lee, the president of 

t"Iie board of registrars of that etiuuty, came in from the 

'Vvestern part of that county, where he lives, and came over 

"to the court Louse, and seemed to be considerably excited. 

^Ee said, ' Judge, I am surprised to ace you here.' I says, 

BBy God, I am here yet ! but things don't look ^'ery well, 

puck.' He says, * What are yoa going to do I' I says, ' Let 

) try and hold the election, if wc possibly can, some way 

T other ; I don't know whether we will bo able to have 

my election or uot.' ■ • " Jii.st as I got the note from 

^s man at Bcooba, stating what he thought about tho 

Section there, I went over and tohl him. Says I, ' Mr. 

Irittaia, you all promitied this morning that these men 

fboald leave town after you found out there wag no 

rouble at Scooba. I have got a letter Irom there stating 

lat the whole county la in arms at Scooba, and that 

Qiere is a regiment of Alabama men over there.' Says I, 

B'Tou can take the election, anyhow, and run it just as yoa 

lamned please !' Says I, ' Gentlemen, if this is an election, 

It am sure that I never knew what an election was before. 

beru 1 am with ten men, and here is three hundred or Ave 

mtindred men in town, with five hundred guns, perhaps, 

tl I have got a ijistoV Says I, ' Damii^Q\!L,Si*ivi-^ ^.^a. 
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yon will be sfitiafled, I will figlit, any ten of yoii, if you < 
only let me bavo a fair election !' He saya, ' We doii't ■wfllll 
To have a figbt,* I says, ' I know Ibat ilamned well ! Yon 
don't want to fight, but yon don't iuttnd to let us hold ini 
election.' He says, ' Wo nre going to bave a fair election; 
but the damned niggers have rnle.d tliia county jnut as lon^' 
aa wo intend to let them.' Says I, ' God damned, if I ain't 
as white as any of you, anyhow !' He says, ' Von lun witli 
a damned black crowd I' ' I says, * Notwithstanding that, 
my character is as white as yours; and I am sure that 1 
stand as fairly with the coiiimanily aa you do.'" • * • 
It is indeed remarkable, in view of his antecedent testi- 
mony, that Ohisoliu nowlieie mentions the name of John 
W. Gnlly in connection with these transactions, or, indeed, 
with thii canvass. Ho eeeuis for once to have escaped bis 
memory. 

In tbe meantime, Chisolm bad procured the registration 
books from the chancery clerk or the manager of the elec- 
tion, and locked them up in the safo of tbe ttheriffH o(Sce. 
On the evening before the election, A. J, Lee, tbe president of 
the board of ragistration, and the otiier Republican mauagors 
of election, being convinced that their party would be do- 
feated the nest day, left Da Kalb in order to prevent the 
election. On being apprised of this, the leading citizens 
inquired of Chisolm about the registration books. lie re- 
plied that he was not their custodian, that he did not know 
wlicro they were, and " danined if he cared" ivbere they 
were. There aiB, to-day, more than a tlozen gentlemeu in 
Do Kalb who would state this upon their oatlis. A, G. 
Ellis, Esq., a prominent young lavi'yer, a Democrat a4|^H 
Christian gentleman, was one of the committee of citizq|^H 
appointed to wait upon Chisolm and to ascertain wh^^H 
ibese books were. He testified, in regai'd to the traus^^f 
tion before the Boutwell investigating committee, as ^^H 
lows ^H 

Q. When did those Itepublicau managers leave T ^H 

A. They went away that night. I don't know whel^^H 
they went away before or after that. One of Uiem, ^^H 
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Ipresidsnt of tbe board, A. J. Lee, loft before niglit. H» 
[ broagbt his wife with Iiiiu up tbeio, and I dou't kaow^ what 
f die citme there for ; it was a most unusual thing. He came 
Uji there to liold the election. Ha lived some twenty 
s away, ilo said his wilo became frightened. It was 
through him that we found out where the registration 
books were. We went to Ohisolm and asked him where 
the books were, aud he very tauntingly said, " I am uot the 
cnatotlian of tliose books. I expect Mr, Lee can tell you 
where they are;" audreleiTed us lo Mr. Lee, Mr. Ijce was 
gone, aud we sent somo runuers after liim. They foilowod 
and overtook him some three miles from town, on his way, 
Lome, and he assured them that he did uot have tU& 
Ixioks. 

Q. As a matter of fact, did Chisolm say that he had the 
books, but he was not going to give them up without Lee's 
order ! 

A, Ko, sir; he did not say that. Jle said he did not 
have anything to do with the books, and that he did uot 
know where tliey were, aud yet they were, at that time, 
locked up in the sheritl's oflice iu his safe. We then tohl 
him that we wero going to have those books, if we ha4l a 
difficulty about it^f we had to iight; that the election 
had beeu ordered. I was spokesman of the committee, and 
I spoke very positively, and I am free to say tlmt we wero 
determined to hold tliat election, for they had run over 
iu the county. I had seen white men kicked out of thu 
court house mjself at the previous election, aud we were 
determined to hold the election. Wo told them tliat we 
were going to have those books, and wo were going to 
linvc a lawful electiou ; he then gave his wife the key, and 
Bhe went, in company with this committee, to the sheriff' 
ofticc, and unlocked the door of the safe. We hesitated 
about taking them out, and stated that we had no busiuess 
with those books, and we wotdd not take them ont; thut 
Dr. Poole, the chancery clerk of tho county, was the 
in-oper custodian of tho books, and if she saw proper she 
ivalil tutu them over to itim. She Wftot Vq Xmsi wtt&\< 
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qiicKttMl liim to take out; tlio books, ^liicli he did with li&^^| 
own liniidis, and took tliom into Lis offlce." ^^H 

This Btatement of Mr. Ellis, who is uow deceased, is f>iU||^| 
corrolwrated by tbo statement made to the writer by tlrii^H 
then cbiiiicery olerk, and other gentlenieu now livlii;; iU' ^ 
De Kalb, who, with Mf. Ellis, composeil the committee to 
ascertain whera the books were. Poole said that he did 
not know that the books were in tJbiaolm'a safe, or Low 
they got there. 

The conduct of the radical managers, iu leaving the polls 
on the eve of the eleotion, rendered it, as was intended, 
imijoseible for the citizens of that beat to hold a lawful 
election. The only provision, under the tLen regiutration. 
laws of the State, for a vacancy in the board of registrars _ 
of tLe county, was as follows: 

Bevised code, 1871, section 349 — " Whenever any regi 
trar shall resign his situation, he shall give notice tliei 
to the president of the commissioners of the county, who, 
if no prior regular meeting sliall be had, when the vacancy 
can be filled, shall, in due and sufQcieut time tor the regular 
notice of registration, call a special meeting of the board 
of commissioners to fill such vacancy of any registrars, 
and any vacancy arising from such a cause, or from 
death, removal from the county, or refusal to accept, or act 
on such appointment, or to discbarge the duties under the 
same, it shall be tilled in like manner, and every person su 
appointed shall proceed to take oath and discharge tlw^j 
duties herein required." .^ 

Yet, there being no other alternative, the remainio|n 
manager, on the morning of the election at De K.alb, jtro- 
ceeded to appoint two associates, and o]>eued the polls. 
That the election in this beat, under such circumstances, 
was unlawful, in view of these provisions, will not be ques- 
tioned ; and had the radical administration maintainetl 
itself in the State, it would doubtless Lave been disre- 
garded ; but the election in this beat could not alter the 
orerwhelm'ntg majority for the Democrats in tUe coiuity, 
I aad (Iw /uJbimality being occa&\oiift<i\i^ \\ie« o'ww^•^vQag, 
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the radioaiS never raised the question of validity. But if 
the refusal of the manaji^ers to act, in this instance, impaired 
the legality of the election, it was not the case at Scooba, 
where the same efi'ort was made; for in regard to pre- 
cincts of election other than at the county seat, the follow- 
ing provision was made by the registration laws : 

Bevised code, 1871, section 369 — '^ Tlie registrars shall ap- 
point, at their meeting at tlie county seat, prior to any elec- 
tion, three inspectors and two clerks for each supervisor's 
district, and place of voting in tlie county, excepting that 
at the county seat, said registrars, with their clerks, shall 
preside. And if, on the day of election, any of such appointed 
inspectors or clerks shall fail to appear, the remaining num- 
ber may elect to fill tlie vacancy from the qualified voters 
who can justly and properly take the prescribed oath. And 
when not more than one of the inspectors appears, or there 
has been some failure in the appointment, the remaining 
inspector and clerk, with the approval of the qualified re- 
gistered voters present at the time to open the polls, may 
make such appointment. And if neither of the inspectors 
appear, then such qualified electors may make such appoint- 
ment, and in such case require of the appointees the pre>- 
scribed oath before any officer qaalified to administer the 
same." 

Section 373. " Kegistration shall in all.cases he prima facie 
evidence of the right to vote ; and on the day of election 
no person shall bo challenged at the polls in his right to 
vote, except for identity." 

The radical leaders, Obisolm and Gilmer, were very well 
aware of these provisions and their import, and when they 
were forced to give up the books containing the evidence of 
registration, they were in hopes that the election would yet 
be defeated by the withdrawal of the registrars and in- 
spectors. 

This attempt to deprive the people of their franchise, and 
at a time, too, when they were making every effort to throw 
off the intolerable yoke under which they had so long 
groaned f and by the very men whoui tti^i^f Y^^^^vi^xfeftL^^vi^ssis 
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cLiuf agents and authors of their troubleB, uauaed inteni 
bXtiitemeiiC, and ongeudered the most bitter I'eeliugs througl? 
out tile county against Cliisolm and G-iliner. This, together 
with the iniportalion of the iuipoatora as United States 
inarshalH, and their threats and incendiary speeches to the 
negroes, wore wetl (yxlcuhitcd and sufficient to arouse the 
itidiguation of any people not utterly lost to every sense 
of resentment for the most outrageous wrong that could ti 
peri)etrated upon them. 

They saw the very meu whom they were making ev< 
legal effort to detliroue, resorting with impauity to i 
most high banded violation of law, availing themselves o^ 
every imposition, and resorting to every subterfuge that* 
villany could suggest, and that, too, under color of office, 
to drown their voice and thwart tbeir effort, upon th^ 
anccess of which hung all their hopes for an honest govern- 
ment, one that would give them once more peace and hap- 
piness, and preserve to theui the scautj- remnant of their 
Bubstance. ifotwithatantiiug these aggravating circum- 
stances, the people proceeded to the attainment of their ob- 
ject quietly, but with the utmost determination, and not 
threat was made, or a linger raised, against the author»^ 
those nefarious machinations. 

Yet there was one other Jiope left to the radical I 
wliich was to invalhlate the election, if possible, upon the 
ground of intimidation and violation of the enforcement 
acts of Congress. To this end, after all their other ma- 
ncenvres failed, they fletl when no man pursued them, and 
retired to the forest, where tliey remained until the elec- 
tion was over, and even until several days after. 

While all these various stratagems wore being attempted, 
they had made preparations for a collision on the day of tho 
election. Those negroes, generally the most iguoraut and 
vicious, who still adhered to the radical cause, or rather 
who were yet subject to the influence of these men, were 
notified to appear at the polls with their arms ; in oliedieiu 
To ivhidi uhont iifty ncgtoi's brouglit their guna to Scoota 
aad, on i'udiyg a cliango \ii t^e slaVo ot ii,fiavT¥,,Q\s.* 
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ol the absence of their white lenders, depoaited them 
Uie house of a negro situated in a dense forest across 
ailroai], opposite to and a short distance from the village. 
Tlie white people ascertained, by some means, during tlio 
liay, that they were there, and took possession of them. 
At this, some of the negroes manifested a riotous disposi- 
fioa, bnt, finally, returned to their homes without voting, 
Irhich they declined to do, as they had been instructed by 
iieir leaders, who had also designed this to be another 
ieatnre of their intimidation scheme. The negroes, alter 
e election, came in and claimed these guns as their 
■operty, and they were promptly turned over to them. 
t The white people were not at all surprised at the presence 
r these guns. 'Xhey had been taught from the beginning 
f the canvass to expect riotous demonstrations, if not 
arions collisions, on the day of the election ; and while 
Siey met every circumstance coolly and determinedly, they 
were prepared for any emergency. Chisobn lia<i openly 
aod frequently, during the campai^^u, avowed that, to use 
^ favorite expression, " they were going to wade through 
blood and hell to carry that election ;" and, as Mr. A. G. 
Xllis, in his testimony before tUe Eoutwell committee, at 
Aberdeen, observed, " The white people did not know 
Whose blood he might want to wade through." These 
gans were said to have been deposited on Sunday pi-e- 
fieding the election. 

The radicals had appointed a political gathering at 
ksooba, on Monday, the day before the election. This 
[athering was intended, among other purposes, to give 
I pseudo United States marshals an opportunity to 
rform their operations, which was prevented by their 
imely detection and flight. Indeed, it appears that the 
ttesence of these outlaws was the sole cause of all the 
acitement at Scooba. Their threats, their violent expres- 
■ions, inflammatory speeches to the negiwes, and their im- 
pudent deportment gave credence to the reports that the 
groes were coming in armetl for tlie puq)ose of carrying 
} election or kilUag the wliite \ieoYAc,\i\A tiw 'C&'ot ^<! 
'Sthing again assumed a tvavet atoVvySK. 
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Od tlie exposure of liis fraud aud tlio flight of bit) mar- 
shals, Gilmer, in order to fasliion his part of tlie ovidenco of 
intimidation, fled, as has been before stated, and made his 
way, as he saya with many uarrow esuapes, to his friend, 
Chisotm, at De Kalb. Tliis roraautic liegira forms the only 
description Wells gives of all these transactions. It was 
then that Chisolm, Gilmer, Happer and Itosenbaum, after 
lull consoltation, gathered their tents, and, in the peaceful 
rays of the setting sun, with suitable viands for the rustic 
sojourn, repaired to the forest, where tUeir contemplation 
of the situation and their coucoctiou of future plans would 
be disturbed by no sound, save the mouroful requiems of 
the tall pine tops that hid tbetn from mortal eyes. But as 
110 one pursued them, or seemed to remember them in their 
forest castle, alter a few days they returned, to find that 
the storm had calmed into a gentle breeze. 
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It is cliarged by Cliisolm and Gilmer that there was a 
crowd of Alabamians at Scooba on the day of the election 
of 1875. That there were some gentlemen there fi-om that 
State ia beyond question, and aa to the causes of their pres- 
ence, there were no doubt two. 

Kemjier County is situated coutiguons to the Couutj- of 
Sumter, Alabama. The line between them runs through a 
densely populated district of negro voters, and it had here- 
tofoi-e been a notorious fact that the registration books of 
each of these counties contained the names of many voters 
in the other, and that there were many negroes who were 
in the habit of voting in both counties. 

To avoid this, some citizens of Alabama, who resided near 
the line, were invited over on the day of election by the 
citizens of KemiJer, in oritur that tliey uiiglit identify tliose 
characters living ou their side of the line, so that they might 
l)e successfully (ihallenged aud prevented from voting at 
Scooba. For this purpose, and none other, some of them 
Came. But there were others there who were relatives of the 
hiiirdcrcd Dawson, and who, no doubfc, sought an opportu- 
nity to take revenge upon Gilmer and Ghisolm for that lior- 
tibledcetl. Be this aa it may, it is certain that none of these 
men were there for the purpose of interfering with theeloc- 
tioD, or intimidating any of the voters. They were merely 
^baervera, with no sinister designs, and took no part what- 
ever in the affiiirs of the day, inasmuch as their presence 
eimply was calculated to accomplish the object of their visit, 
■which was to identify any Alabama negro who might at- 
tempt to vote. After the temporary excitement, occasioned 
by the acts which have been described, this election was, 
by the uniform testimony of every good citizen, the most 
waceable aud quiet ever held in the county. 
Ihe negroes were heard to express themselves generally 
i^tiiey hail long voted lUe Republican iVtiVct, ft\*^\'t\i'a&. 



(lone them iiogoiKl,an(Hliat if tliey votedat all at this elec- 
tiOD, they would vote with the Democrats, aod give that 
party a trial ; auil when they foutid that Chisolm and his 
clan had goue to llio woods, thoy became thoroughly indif- 
ferent and disgusted. The radicals now songht to raise the 
cry of intimidation in Kemiwr County. The goverDor of 
the Btat«, Adelbert Ames, testified, under oath, in regard 
to the state of affairs in this county, as follows (Bontwell 
report, p. 13) : 

" I was speaking of connties where the men were driveu 
away from the polls. That was true in Monroe County. It 
was eqnally trne in Kemper County. I speak of those conn- 
ties where there will be no controversy on the part of any- 
body. But yon can go to the majority of the Bepiiblicau 
counties, and you will find that tbe ^Republican voters were 
driven away by intimidation, which was resorted to for this 
effect. In Kem()er County, tho sheriflf, Mr. Chisolm, had 
been an ofiQcer ever since he was twenty-one years ohi, and 
I think be must bo a man of forty-five or fitly now, always 
a very popular man, and olficiaily Lis staodingwas bscelleut. 
There was no complaint against him at all, except that bo 
was a Republican. He was one of the few men who had 
the conrage to come before the grand jury of the United 
States court and report the couditiou of affairs iu that 
county. He was threatened with assassination, and I think 
I have his written statement of the facta. He said that 
there was no complaint except that it was really a race is- 
sue, and Democrats said to him that this was a white man's 
country, and white men are going to rule it. That was tho 
charge that was made against him and his party ; that the 
iiegroes were not qualified to vote, and they should not 
vote. He complained bitterly that men with whom he had 
always lived and had had all kinds of relations with (so- 
cially lie stands very high), should consent that a body of 
men should come from Alabama to assassinate him, ' if ho 
ma^le an attempt to keep the peace on the day 
tho election.' The result was that he abandoned all a 
tempts to keep tiie peace, and t\ie K\ec^\o«. ■*i«ftS.\i-a "isS 
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don't tnow what the retams are. I see tliat in Kemper 
County, in 1S73, the vote was one thousand two liundred 
and twenty-niiio Eepublican, and seven hundred and 
eighty-oue Democratic, making a difference of four liun- 
dred and forty-eight Bepnblicau majority. 

" In 1875, tliere were ibnr linndred and eighteen Republi- 
can votes and one thousand three hundred and thirty-nino 
Democratic votea, making a difference ef nine hundred and 
twonty-one on the other side. He will testify to your com- 
mittee, as he has already testified, that it was through 
intimidation and violence that no election was held there." 

Now let ns refer to the testimony of Chisolm hijuself, in 
regard to the election of 1875, which is here introduced ia 
refutation of this sworn statement of Governor Ames. 

Qaestion by Mr. Bayard. — Mr. Chisolm, do I understand 
yon to say that yon kept all your political appointments in 
Uiat 



Q. Did you make, Mr. Chisolm, an active and vigorous 

mvass throughout that county ui) to the time of tba 
election ? 

A. Tes, fiir ; I made a pretty active canvass up to the 
Saturday night before the election. 

Q. And you said that your last speech on the Saturday 

light before the election was the bitterest of your canvass T 

Yes, sir; I think it wa,s. It is my opinion that I 

made the bitterest speech that day that I made during the 



Q. Were there any threats made to you personally dur- 
ing the canvass 1 
I A. Well, there was this kind of threats : stating to me 
that I was not to interfere with the negroes ; and, -when 
I they gave them tickets, that they would be damned if we 
slioold go to them and get them to change them. 
Q, Did you regard that as a threat 1 
A. I regarded it as this : stating to me that I should not 
bbe allowed to do what they were going to do, I dvil laat 
i it aa any special threat, 
17 




Q, Did any oni! in tUo canvass specially threatcii you ? 

A. "So one tliat I know of. 

Q. Did you witness, during tlio canvass, any act of vio- 
lence xipoii any one in coiinecliori with tLe election ? 

A. No one occurred at any Biieakirig I liad. 

Q. Were you arracd yoiirsell on tbose ocoasioas t 

A. I generally cariied my piatol. 

Q, How were yoiii' I'rienda ? i 

A. Tliey carrieil tlieir pistols in their poekots. m 

Q. And you generally went armed ? ^ 

A. Always, (iir; wo liad ourjiistols, 

Q. At the time you met this young man, before you 
to Scooba, you say you got out of your buggy, with yoat 
pistol in your hand. Why did you do that I 

A. Because I saw him coming through the woods. 

Q. Had he any arms ? 

A. No, sir ; nothing at all. 

Q, You dismounted and drew your pistol T 

A. Tes, air; I just took my pistol out of my bn^iyj 
canied it lying on the seat. 

Q. And when you were at the meeting, where ditl 
carry your pistol ? 

A. Behiud me, in my pocket, where 1 have got it 
It is a little o!d pistol — not very dangerous, but it is all' 
right, you may bet {showing it). 

In this oonfliet of sworn evidence, Wells promptly comes 
to the aid of Ames, and says, speaking of Chisolm, at 
Scooba: "His life was threatened, and pistols were drawn 
to carry the threat into exeeutiou. After repeated efforts 
to quiet the mob, lie was compelled to quit the stand iu 
order to save his life." 

And so I will leave it with the reader to settle the ques- 
tion of veracity between the three, Ames, Chisolm and his 
biographer, Wells. The writer has been totally unable 
to learn of a single instance of intimidation iu Kemper 
County on the part of the Democrats ; that they used every 
method of co:ixing and persuaAmg &« is(s?,Kres to vote 
I with them, and made a most ettorgexw cs 
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clispate, but tliat any one was frightened by the Democrats 
from a voluntary' exercise of his right to vote as his choice 
might dictate, has not the least foundation in fact. Yet, 
says Wells : " The Saturday before the election took iilace, 
Professor Thomas S. Gathright, for many years one of the 
most influential and popular educators of the youth of the 
State, made a speech at Do Kalb, within sight of Judge Chis- 
olm's house, in wliich he used words very nearly as follows. 
After repeating Judge Chisolm's name, he said: ^Gentle- 
men, if yon ever expect to have peace and harmony in your 
county, you must get rid of this man. I will not under- 
take to tell you liow to get rid of him 5 that you know as 
well as I ; hut you must get rid of Mm P Then encircling 
his neck with a gesture, he raised his hand up and down 
several times in imitation of dangling some object from 
the end of a rope. This speech and pantomime were re- 
sponded to with loud and continued cheers. On the fol- 
lowing Monday the same language was repeated at Moscow, 
a cross roads store, ten miles distant from De Kalb." 

From what source, if any. Wells obtained this story will, 

perhaps, remain unkuown, save to himself and the members 

of the clan who concocted it. The well known character 

of Professor Gathright, who is at this time president of the 

State Agricultural College of Texas, will -itself refute any 

Such representations. There are many citizens of De Kalb 

irho heard Professor Gathright's speech on the occasion 

referred to, and the writer, after conversing with many of 

them about this matter, is prepared to say that there is not 

to-day a man in the County of Kemper who would openly 

allege that he ever saw Professor Gathright perform any 

Such gestures on any such occasion. He was, and is, well 

known to be a gentleman of mild, moral and conservative 

views, though a stanch Democrat and patriot, and against 

him the "barbed arrows" of this carpet bagger fall as 

harmless as they did when, on one occasion, in the town 

of Brandon, a negro, whom he had swindled, thrust his 

fist in his face and publicly proclaimed \A\sl ^ <ok— ^ 

d d thieving scoundrel. In view oi Wxe^e x^\it^^^\s^sw- 
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tioDs of Wells, it is, indeed, Btraiige tliat Cbisoln], in bis 
Rworn testimony before tbe committee jit Wasbiiigton, 
should state (see Report, page 770), that he kuow of no 
threat maile agaiost him during this canvass. 

But there were notable instances of iiitimidatiou on the 
part of the radicals, of which ft notorious iiiatauco occurred 
iu Scooba, during the canvasB of 1875. Dick MeCall was a 
negro who had announced himself a Democrat. Peaceable 
and harmless, lie bore a good character in the village 
uiuoug the white people. On one occasion he was sitting 
qnietly-iu the store of Captain J. B. Dunlap, who was at 
that time the town marshal. Gilmer came iu, and taking 
Lis seat in front of Dick, and pulling out a large knife, 
began to pitch it at Dick's bare feet, and finally thrust the 
knife into his foot. Dick, to avoid the difliculty, and 
well knowing the character of Gilmer, qnietly arose and 
left the room. Upon this Gilmer followed him, saying that 
he intended to kill him, if he was the last man ; but Dick 
by some means eluded his assailant, when Gilmor, taking 
hia gnu with 1dm, and accompanied by his half brother, 
one M. Wood, proceeded to Dick's residence. Before 
reaching it, however, he overtook Dick, and flrcd two shots 
at him. Some one, iu the meantime, had apprised Diuk of 
his danger, and loaned him a gun, and being thns pre- 
pared for his defence, lie returned tbe fire, firing two shots 
at Gilmer. This occurred just at dark, and Wooil stated 
that the shot from Dick's gun entered the ground at 
Gil melt's feet. 

Ho legal notice whatever was taken of this matter, so 
utterly paralyzed was every nerve and sinew of the law 
when in contact with these men. It can scarcely be sup- 
posed that the man who, in cold blood, had deliberately 
shot the dying Dawson with impunity, could be reached 
by tbe arms of tbe law for pitching his knife into a poor 
negro's foot. 

To what extent this intimidation, and these threats and 
nets of bodily barm for at&\\atm^ wUh the Democrats, 
were practiced by these men u"e*iii^ ^^ ncfeviieft, w\ft. Ns^ ^wk 
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i upoa each otliar, iu tlieir social relations, coiild 
et be Eiscertaincd, as the very nature of the acts pre- 
Berveil them in secrecy ; while, on the part of the Demo- 
crats, the only seiublanco of force brought to hear upon 
the negro in the exercise of Lis choice, was that, in some 
instances, they ivero told by their employers that, in 
consequence of the high rate of taxation under radical 
rule, and the consequent stagnation of business, whicit 
rendered tlieir property a hurden, and their agricultural 
operations totally unprofitable, if they voted the ratlical 
ticket and continued such a state of affairs, they could not, 
and would not, give them employment any longer. This 
policy, however, which, in view of the circumstances, 
flhonld have been general, was only put in practice hero 
^Ktid there, and it, no doubt, had its eft'ect to some extent 
^Kb such cases these employers would say to the negroes, 
HPVote as you please, but remember that if you vote the 
^Ttepublican ticket and maintain that party in power, I can- 
not employ you any more," A colored i)reacher residing 
in Kemper County, on being told this by his employer, 
made the following demonstrative reply : 

"I am a colored man, and I have to associate with my 

colored neighbors here, and if I do not go to the election, 

^mthey won't let me go to my church. They will turn mo 

Hfept of the church, and they will not have anything to do 

^ftith me ; and I cannot associate on social terms with you 

^^riiite people ; and I have children growing up here. I vote 

the Eepublican ticliet, not from choice, but from necessity." 

And this same sentiment was substantially expressed by 

many negroes in the county. It was mostly upon their 

private and social relations that these men sought, in this 

respect, to oi>erate. 

The Eepublicans must have been driven to desperate 

raits for incidents of intimidation when they brought 

8 charge against Southern planters and employers, when 

I a public and notorious fact that the employers and 

lers of JTorthern factories and manufacturing establish- 

ta furariably control the poVitica\ aewtivatixAa cS. 'Oass«| 
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employees, and it is an established practice in tbe very 
departments of tlie government itself. 

The platform adopted by the Democratic party of Missis- 
sippi, oil the third of Aiigaat, 1875, contaiDod an invitation 
to the voters of both races to uuite vigorously with them 
in the approaching canvass, to aid tliem in throwing off the 
intolerable yoke of radical rale, and to establish good gov- 
emineut in the State, and promised them full protection in 
all their rights. This platform of principles contained 
every provision and profession that the most fastidious 
negro rights man could desire, and gave the Democratic 
8peai;era the opportunity of meeting their antagonists fully 
on all the issues they might make. 

During the canvass of 1S75, the oandidate'for Congress, 
Colonel Siuglctou, made a speech to the negroes at Scooba, 
in which ho held nji to them this platform of principles 
■with great effect, and urged them for their own good and 
the welfare of the whole people, to support the Democratic 
ticket, and aid that party in restoring good governineiit to 
the State — a government which would be honest, aud dis- 
pense impartial justice to all its citizens. He arraigned 
the corruption, extravagance and incompetency of the 
radical leaders, and depicted in a clear light the ruin 
brought upon the whole people by radical misrule. This 
speech was listened to by the large negro audience with 
profound and anxious attention. Chisolin was present 
taliing notes. Yet, on being invited to speak, he declined 
doing so. The atmosphere of the occasion was, no doubt, 
too lucid for his style of argument. The negroes were 
gradually drawn to Democracy by an honest conviction, 
cfttected by the portrayal of facts of which they had a 
painful experience. 

It has been charged that the Southern people committed 
n great error in not acquiescing, at first, in tiie policy of 
congressional reconstruction, in not nialving political friends 
of the negroes, itcogniziiig all their rights, and anticipat- 
Jiig the radicals in gaining ascendency and control over 
theiii. Yet, JiotvcviT phuisiWe t\\\'?. v^^Xw^ ww^WY's.-^iiVcvv 





coTrarr vindioated. 

1 theory, apart fp)ni tlie hypocrisy of such a course, it is 
doubtful whether it could have been practiced without 
dragging with it a trtilu of troubles more peruiaaently 
detrimental to society thau the worst features of radical 
rnle. 

The arragance of the negro, at that time, engendered by 
bis sudden emancipation, and the teachings of the eaqiet 
baggers, could not have been bounded by the barriers of 
the most extended political horizon. He would have 
demanded as the price of his alliance, full social recognition ; 
and the commingling of the two races necessary to have 
satisfied bim, in this respect, would have degraded the 
white race and broken up the fountains of society. The 
negroes joined the Democratic party as soon as they were 
qualified to do so— as soon as they were capable of compre- 
hending the diflerence between political and social equality. 

The experience necessary for this qualitication was af- 
forded them by the corruption of the radical party, and 
the almost 8oM integrity of Southern seutimeut through 
all the vicissitudes of reconstruction, during which period, 
and up to the fall of 1375, they were continually incited 
against the whites by Northern adventurers and vagabonds 
for xmrposes of their own, and who prowled about from 
church to church, school bouse to school house, and negro 
quarters to negro quarters, forming them into clnbs, and 
binding them to their personal schemes by all sorts of 
oaths, and lilUng their ears with incendiary speeches. 

But having passed through all this experience, the negro 
appeared at the poll box, in the fall of 1875, a much wiser 
being, and fully convinced that all his rights and franchises 
were perfectly safe in the hands of the white people of 
Mississippi. And the election of 1875 will ever remain a 
notable epoch in tlie history of the State as the periotl of 
the termiuation of the most corrupt government that ever 
disgraced the annals of civilization. 

To show the vast increase of public espenditnres in Mis- 

ssippi under Iladiciil rule, as compared with those of 
iriaer au(] subsequent DcmocvaWti av\.'m\ft\?,\^?i.'C\OTis,., % 
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Joliowiiig statistics are introduce*!. TUey were compiled 
from the reports of the auditor, and are perfectly reliable: 

JJBSIOCBATIC COMPARISON OF STATE EXPENSKS. 

Tlie disbursemeuta on account of the State government 
were: 

1848 „ $344,717 00 

1849 270,300 00 

1350 295,932 00 

1851 223,637 00 

1853. 229,288 00 

1867 ^ „ 345,602 00 

1858 .„ „ 401,032 00 

1859 400,015 00 

Tlie following was for the ordinarj' purposes of the 
govetament, for the adniiuiatration immediately succeeding 
the war: 

October 16, to IVIay 1, 1865 «29G,285 00 

May 1, 1805, to May 1, ^867, 3 years 555;<J27 00 

May 1, 1808, to May 1, 1869 503,723 00 

May 1, 1869, to May 1, 1870 302,138 00 .^H 

UNDER BEPDHLICAN B1ILE. ^^M 

Jan. 1, 1870, to Jan. 1, 1871 $1,001,259 00 ^B 

Jan. 1, 1871, to Jan. 1, 1873 1,329,046 00 '" 

Jau. 1, 1872, to Jan. 1, 1873 1,506,328 00 

Jan. 1, 1873, to Jan. 1, 1874 1,400,000 00 

Jan. 1, 1874, to Jan. 1, 1875 1,319,000 00 

Under radical rule the expenses of the executive 

department were, in 1875 $33,974 i 

Those of the legislative department 

were 118,624 00 I 

Those of the judicial department 230,025 0O,J 

The expenditures on account of the executive def^ 
meat under Democratic rule were : 

1848 $8,663 00 J 

J854 8,008 00 | 

1858. „ U,22fiO0j 

-From May I, 1865, to May \ VSft& 
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*fit was the last year of the rale of the citizens Ijeforo 
tlie Republicans took charge of the State government. The 

iixi>((ii8ca of tbo siiiue depaitiuent — tlio executive depart- 
ment — under Bopublican rule, were as follows : 

11870 |2i,200 00 
1871 34,000 00 
1872 32,834 00 
1S73 3i,973 00 
1874. 6i,909 00 
1875 33,947 30 

Prom January 1, 1S70, to Jannary 1, 1871, under Alcorn's 
Klmiuiatration, $54,000 were expendal on that account and 
^ a Becret fund. 

r The gross amount of expenditure for 

the year 1875 was $1,430,192 83 

I Tor the judicial department under 
Democratic role : 

1848 $74,741 OO 

1849 83,280 00 

1855 99,527 00 

1858 139,824 00 

1859 147,000 00 

October 1, 1865, to May 1, ISCO 49,775 00 

Mayl, 180C!, toMay 1,1867 163,349 00 

" May 1, 1S67, to May 1, 1803 191,440 00 

The expenditures of the same department under radical 
'^le were : 

1870 $320,399 00 






EEPUBLIOAN RULE. 

1871 $328,000 00 

1872 434,973 00 

1873 300,221 00 

,1874 308,854 00 

1S75 230,025 00 



The appropriations by the Democratic legislature, for 
tiiu teat ^SZpr^ for this deportoacnt, \vQce %1<^,(^W. 
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The folIowiDg statementa are taken from the aiinaal mi 
sage of Ilia excelleocy James M, Stone, the present g< 
ernor of Mississippi, made to tUe legislature at its aessi 
of 1877, and will present a very forcible comparisoti of i 
iictiial expenditures for tbe year 1875, wliicli was tlie If 
of radical rule, and tlie expenditures for the year 187G, t 
lirst under Democratic rule : 

Disbursements by warrants, from Jan- 
uary 1 to December 16, 1876 $507,816 I 

The diabursomeuts for the remainder 
of the year wilt not exceed, say 4:0,000 ( 

Making total disbursements for the 

year 1876 $547,810 ^ 

In 1875, from January 1 to December 
31, the disbarsements by warrants 
were, as per auditor's report 1,430,192 6 

From this sum should be deducted 
(being interest on State debt x»aid 
in 1S75) 300,000 ( 

Leaving the actual disbursements for 

the year 1873 $1,130,192 C 

Showing that the disbiiniiemeiitjj in 1875 exceeded thos 
of 1876 by the sum of $583,375.45, the excess being great* 
than the entira disbursements daring tbe year 1870. 
During 1S7C, to December 18, there 
was received into the State treas- 
ury the sum of. $663,359 ( 

To this sum must be added {taxes of 
1876, not reported to December 
18), say 275,000 ( 

Making the receiiits for 1876 $938,259 ( 

TUe totai acreiigo of the State is 23,536,7 

Of Mliidi the total \ii\\inl\ou i* $05,007,480 ^ 

. Btatii tils on Uio sume....-..-. 
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The total valuation ofporsonal prop- , 

erty in 187C, four counties being ■ 

omitt«d, tbe asseasmeut rolls from I 

wLich Laving been retni-ncd for \ 

correction and not yet re-returnc<i 

to tliejiuditor,i8 $35,702,040 00 

On tliis the State tax is 23U,G78 00 

The subjoiued statement will aliow at a glance, and in 
detail, Botne of the substantial results accomplished by the ■ 
"haiigo from Radical to Pemocratiu rule in Mississippi. 
5^he decrease of espemlitures under the administration of 
file latter is strikingly exemplified : 



DopartaienL 


1875. 


1870. 


Decrease, 1876 


lesidiituro 


$118,C2i 39 


$100,854 73 


$17,709 60 


Judiciary 


S30,025 93 


80,343 45 


140,082 63 


liceuUvB 


33,917 30 


30,340 09 


3,600 61 


tiibnirr 


4,52a 87 


1,888 73 


2,640 14 


Ex. Con. Fund 


10,000 00 


^,400 00 


5,000 00 


Deaf and dumb and 










2n,000 00 


13,3i0 00 


e.G30 00 




Ce.G'IG 20 


10,109 15 


47,470 45 


PnWlc priming. . . . 


r.0,803 02 


21,680 05 


S!),I22 97 


LunntlQ asylum 


97,000 00 


63,730 00 


28,270 00 




0,2ia 65 


440 13 


4,776 53 


Bxpreas am! post- 
















Corn, for asseBsing. . 


34,583 03 


14,531 €5 


20,056 33 




5,000 00 










ToUd 


i573,933 45 


$2G2,Di7 60 


$311,891 05 



Embraced in the statement of tho espenditnres for 1S76, 
Uiere was an nppropriiition of three thousand fonr huu- 
llred and eight dollars for printing, and sixteen thousand 
tollars for the iienitentiary, to cover deficiencies in those 
|ei)artmcnts for the year 1S75. 

It will be observed by an inspection of tlio tables, 
imt tlie CKpcnditnres dnring the year 1875 vcore the moat ] 
eonnmical of radical rule. Tlio action of the tax payers 
the early p^irt of tliiit year, tog(il\\ct -wittv yasi ■^t'vstsi- 
^-Bfiliit tbm (wginiiing to be mau\Vcs\,ei\. V3 ^^J" 



1 

I 



^ 



KEKPEB COTJT!TT VINUICATXSD. 



the radical leaders, forced upon tbeir legislature for the 
firat time even the thonglit of econoniizing. 

In 187fj tUo Democratic legislature levied, for State pur- 
1)0868, a tax of six dollars aud fifty cents on one tboiisand 
dollars. In 1872 tlie levy was thirty per ceut. greater than 
thelevy for 1S7G ; in 1873 it was ninety-two per cent. 
greater ; in 1S74, one hundred and fifteen per cent, greuiter, 
and iu 1875 it was forty -two per cent, greater. So that the 
ex[ienditore9 for the last named year were necessarily 
somewhat cnrtailed in oMer to conform to the reduction of 
the taxes to which the radicals had been reluctantly driven. 
The change of administration under Democratic rule was no 
less beneficially operative upon the credit of the State than 
npOQ the economy of its expenditures. Iu January, 1S75, 
the warrants of the State were sold on the streets of Jack- 
son at seventy-three cents on the dollar, and sales of them 
were made at that rate by public officers. On the 1st of 
January, 1870, when the first Democratic legislature met, 
tliey were sold at from eighty to eighty-five cents, and 
during this session they advanced to ninety-five cents, 
aud iu the succeeding dull months of summer, when there 
were but few taxes to be paid, and but little occasion for 
financial operations, they rose to ninety-seven cents on the 
dollar; and in the following November they advanced t» 
ninety-nine cents, since wMch time the warrants of the 
State have been virtually at par. Such are some of the 
substantial and visible fruits of "home rule" iu Missis- 
sippi. From the tables it will be observed that the cost 
of administering the different branches of the State gov- 
ernment was, in 1876, the first year of Democratic rule, 
3 thaii one half of the public expenditures in 1875, the 
last year of the radical administration. The moderate tax 
of six dollars aud fifty cents on one thousand dollars, im- 
posed by the legislature of 1876, has been, in 1877, reduced 
to five dollars on one thousand dollars, while the taxes 
levied by the counties have been reduced in lilie ratio, 
causing a decrease of taxes on tea\X^ o? one. hundred and 
forty-eight tliousand six hvuidrftA a^ii ^OOT^ftaw «i.(Jia.-n. wsSi. 
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four cents, and on personalty of one hundred and fifty-nine 
thousand nine hundred and forty-three dollars. 

On the Ist of Jannary, 1876, the entire indebtedness of 
the State proper was one million one hundred thousand 
two hundred and forty-two dollars and twenty-one cents. 
Tliis sum, on the first day of January, 1877, had been re- 
duced to something over six liundred thousand dollars. 
The indebtedness of the counties has likewise been greatly 
reduced, and when the indebtedness of the State and the 
counties incurred under radical rule shall have been dis- 
charged, the taxes in the State of Mississippi will be as 
low, perhaps, as in any other State in the Union; and, as 
seen from the preceding statement, this object is being 
vigorously pursued by the present administration, and 
will be accomplished at no distant day. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



On tlie 3d day of iTovetnbcr, 1S75, tlio rooming 
npou Mississippi ledecinod from lier long and terrible 
thraldom of radical rule. Tlio angel of iieaco and prosper- 
ity again smiled in licr skies, and all nature seemed, to the 
I'ejoicing eyes of her people, to wear a brighter iispect. 
nopo again beamed forth from behind the elouds of de- 
spair that had hmig so long like a pall over their heads. 
Nearly every vestige of radical power had been swept 
away fiom the State govenimeiit, save in the oxecativo 
department, and the people thonght that now the machin- 
ations of that party would ceaso forever — but not so in 
Kemper Conuty, It is tme that there was a lull here, but 
it was the pause of Apollo, sighting his arrows at the Gre- 
cian camps on the plains of Troy. Chisolm again gath- 
ered Lis clan, aiid early in tlio spring of 187G, appeiired 
again npon the stage as candidate for Congress. lu this 
canvass he was the only candidate of the clan, as the 
election was to be for members of Cougress only. Every 
effort was now made in the old way to organize clubs and 
again band the negroes together on the Eepiiblican si< 
but all secret efforts of this kind failed. 

The negroes had now had a taste of Democratic rule, 
all the ilUisioiis with which the radicals had heretofore 
veiled their minds were forever dispelled. Gilmer admit- 
ted that there was no chance for his party in this cam- 
paign, and took but little part in it. And Chisolm was 
also well aware that his prospects were hopeless, yet there 
might be some chance in a contestetl election, should tho 
House of Representatives remain Kepnblican, if 
make a showing of intimidation and violation of the 
forcoment acta. The next effort was to gather the negi 
in large crowds at public speakings, as they had 
wout, to do, /jut this plan a\ao tAiled. The negroes wt 
not tiun oat. The nest tb'uig, ttieni"wa&lo CTftaXtfi 
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^tances out of which they could fashion somo seiiiblanco of 
^^itimidatioD, which, aa we shall see, waiS a policy vigor- 
ously pnrsaed on every occasion wliero there was an op- 
l*ortu]iity. Ghisolm sofiglit to bandy words with drunken 
'^en at his appointments, for the purpose of aggravating 
t^hem to use harsh expressions toward him, while tlio other 
lOembers of the elan present wonid inform him of peudin;r 
•Ijinger should he attempt to speak. These, with othei' 
tlevices, furnialiod tlie stories which they concocted for 
their purpose, and presented in their sworn statements be- 
fore the cougressional investigating committees, to which 
reference will bo made in the progress of this narrative, 
and it was from those that Wells draws the inspiration of 
Ms libels. But he runs counter to the veriUct of history 
when he seeks to fashion the following eentimpnt by tho 
moald of slander. He aaya, qnoting from the Vicksburg 
Herald, in reference to the cauvasa of 1875 : " A few weeks 
preceding the election the ' great and gifted ' Lamar de- 
livered an address at Aberdeen, wliich the Vicksburg Her- 
aldf a leading Democratic paper, commented apoii as fol- 
lows : * At Aberdeen, last Saturday, Colonel Lmnar made 
an eloquent speech. A Itetfcer Democratic speech we do 
not caro to listen to ; and in manly and ringing tones bu 
declared that tho contest involved ' the supremacy of tbo 
nucoiKiuered and unconquerable 8axon race.' "We wero 
glad to hear this bold and manly avowal, and it wan 
greeted with deafening plaudits. We have never seen men 
more terribly in earnest, and the Democratic white lino 
speech made to them by Colonel Lamar aroused them to 
white heat.' ■ " " In another place, tho same paper 
makes use of the following language, which is calculated 
to servo well in connection with 'Lamar's great speech:' 
' The wanton killing of a few poor negroes is something 
unworthy of onr people. If the killing of anybody is 
necessary', we repeat what we have heretofore said : let tho 
poor negro pass, and let the white scoundrels who have 
tired his heart with evil passions be the only saffeTiecB.' 
The utterances quoted were repeatttV "vct\i^\.\Ta \>^ \B«Si3sa.v 
si Seooba, in Kemper Oonnty, a few da^a attss? 
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So far iJ?om being tlie subject of reprobation, if tbo polioy "> 
advised, au{l the principles inculcated in the preceding quo- — 
tation, bad been eaily, promptly and universally pructiseiU 
throughout the Southern States, it would have saved them*- 
i'roin Beits of trouble and gulfs of ruin ; aud vould bavdia 
mot with the applause of all fair minded mankind. ItwiP j 
over be a wonder to tbc Listorlaii, when he attempts to iu .m 
terpret tho character of men, how to account for tli^H 
ostrome passiveness exhibited by tho Southern iH»pL_« 
under the oppressive rule of radicalism. That a poopl«j 
who at tbo&rst alarm of war hail sprung forward tiolitlly tLO 
meet the issue, who bad for four years waged tlie fieruesC 
aud bloodiest war of modem times, and all for the Bako of 
a principle, should so long submit to the infamous goTero- 
meut of ignorant and degraded negroes, led by adventurers 
from the slums and cesspools of a foreign society, is a 
question upon which history will, for all limo, place Ler 
private seal ; the solution of which can only be found iii 
a rare osorciso of the supremo qualities of honor. They 
Lad laid down theii' arms from weariness of the stiifo, aud, 
for tho sake of peace, had accepted tho situation ; und to 
comiiort themselves in good faith became as sacred to 
them now as were the claims of duty and ehivalrj aiid 
honor ou the ileld of battle. For it cauuot bu denied that, 
notwithstanding the defeat of their two maiu urmies, thei'e 
were resources yefc remainiug sufficient to have piMjIonged 
iudefluitely a desultory warfare; but this was spmned by 
the Southern soldiery. When it became impossible appa- 
rently to accomplish tho establishment of tho Confederacy 
by a graud, open and honorable means, they were willing- 
to accept au honorable peace, and abide with honor its 
terms. And there is no ijuestion that much of the o'd 
aft'ectiou of the Southern people for the government of 
their lathers would have been speedily revived bad the 
Federal government pursued a just policy toward them. 
Whether or not patience is a 2)cculiar phase of chivalry 
may bo as open (ineation, yet it is doubtful which is en- 
titled to the greatet admiratioa— v\i& ^aW'i.MXrs -sNaaV ^faa 
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bnthorn people displayed in the contest, or the patience 

^itli whicli they bore tUe process of radical recODstmctioD. 

So promiuent was this feature of their conduct, and so 
Aggravating the circnmstaucea under which it was so 
sablimely exercised, that, in the minority report of the 
* natorial committee appointed to investigate the affairs 
'. Mississippi, in 1875, Senators Bayard and McDonald 
raid not refrain from making the following observations, 
liich evidently sprang from tlie depths of conviction, and 
9 set forth in the spirit of candor: 
' "A condition of affairs which would he incredible and 
utterly intolerable in any of the Northern States exists iii 
many of the black counties of Misais8ipi)i, where the 
property, intelligence and character of the comraunity ia 
tiwlden to the earth, insulted and ignored by the most 
ignorant and sometimes vicions members of the com- 
munity. Things are of daily occurrence, and were proven 
almost daily before the committee, which, if attempted in 
the States of Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Minnesota, or, in- 
deed, any of the Northwn States, would be met by a 
popular uprising and speedy overthrow. In such a con- 
dition of affairs, the forbearance and self subordination 
exhibited by the white popniation demanils and should 
receive the strong sympathy and high respect of every 
just and well regulated mind." 

Yet such sympathy and respect would have been a poor 
con doleuce, coming from those who established this state 
' F affiurs, and were strenuously endeavoruig still to i)er- 
jjetuate it, be tbcir minds never so well regulated. 
f It was the reconstruction policy that the people of the 
loath blamed for all their evils and wrongs, not so mneU 
me vile wretches who availed themselves of the opportu- 
lEtics it afforded them. So long as it was impossible for 
1 to reach the canse, they spurned to vent their spleen 
ton the efl'ect, otherwise than to maintain a state of 
md a feeling of scorn toward the cnrjiet hag- 
r and his degraded white allies of the Soutb. It was th« 
i of iouor and self resvctit oi ftifc ^ioxAV^ki. ->(«*! 
IS 
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plo thiit tolurateil this clasa. As heretofore remarket], it U<ul 
been the pnictici) of tb© radical speakers to ]ilay upon tbe 
ignorauce utid credulity of tlie negro. They would tell 
them all ruaiuier of things, aneb as what the President of 
the tluited Sttites said tliey must do, and what the general 
of tba army said, wliat Oongi-eas desired of tbeni, and 
pictareil t« thein in gloomy colors wliat would he the reeult 
of tbeir non compliance. Snbsidiary to this, they constantly 
represented the Southern whites to be hostile to evei-y pro- 
gress of the negro, and were even entertaiuing designs 
agaiust tbeir freedom. Such discourse had its »ttcct iijion 
thfir untutored miuds; and the wliite people detenuined, 
during the canvass of 1S70, to attend the radical meetings 
for the purpose of preventing the repetition of these falae- 
boods, aud this their very presence, in most cases, effected. 
Where this was not the case, as it was not with Cbisolm, 
and as they were allowed no division of time, or any 
chance of being beard on such occasions, tbey, in some 
instances, adopted tbe plan of intemipling the speaker, 
in the midst of sucli falsehoods, with (luestions aud con- 
tradictions ; but so far from this policy diseoncertiug the 
Kemper clan, they attempted, as will be seen, to turn it to 
advantage by moulding it into evidence of Intimidation. 
Cbisolm had niaJe appointments to speak at many pia«.-H 
in the congressional district, most of wliich ho says be 
filled without let or hinderance, hut as tbe canvass ad- 
vanced the hopelessuess of the radical cause became moix) 
apparent. 

By all their devices they had failed to make any marked 
impression upon the negroes, who now seemed disposed to 
adhere as solidly to the Democratic paity as they bad 
heretofore to the radical, aud it was manifest that Ghisolm 
and his clan grow more desperate as their chances waned. 
Martyrdom was now his only hope, aud be coveted its 
wown. 

On [he 31st of October, when the canvass was drawing 
to u close, Chmolm had an appointment to speak at Sbu- 
€jii:iliikj a Jaiiroatl vilhijiw \n "Stts.u\n;tt <iw\\i!s.'s , wsw ^Jwi 
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Iwnici'of Ki'inpm-. He appfiircd ivt, tliiil \iUcit wilh liifl! 
miml, nn tlie ii:i.v u|i)H>Juted. It wus iti ii iiujiiiluus ilUtriotti 
Hud 11 large auilleuce, <:uiu|irirtin;<: nunc lliau a tLousaiuti 
neat»«, liiwiilwl by tlits riuliuiil slii-iill' ol' tlio cDuiity, niid 
iriftiit ouo liiiii(lrc!(l wliik'S. Umler sndi eircuiiistiiiicea, had 
tl)p negroes been friendly anil faitbt'ul to bU caiiuu, Ue surely 
toqIiI lia^'o oontrulled the nvcntu of t lie day ia Lis own w.iy. 
Un Lis arrival in the early morning, he repaired to the hotel, 
fimt himself up, and sent out \nti ehi>n, as (tpies, to asoer- 
tiuu and ropoit to liiui tho prospeutw, and to gather what- 
Wee espre&sion conld ht' constnii-'d iiito a thrwit of vio- 
Imtcc. In the meiuitiinc, the Kiieiitl', cither ignorant of the 
;;Iooniy jirospeiils, or of the alloinativc deaigus which Itad 
iwen nilopted, telegraplied lo (Jhitiolin horn Macon, the 
coiuity sear, to hold liiat until hiti arrival. 

While awailiDg this event, the spies were active in Htft 
j)erfoniiance of their part of the prosmmine. Tbey soon 
ii6ccrtaine<l that there wan no possibility of making any 
impression uiwn the negroes; tlii.'y »i\w, with dismay, tlio 
whites and lilauks riding in vivauiouiily, sidt; by side, with 
UemocraUc bailge», and hurrabijig fur tbu Deniocratio 
party. On the arrival of tbo elieriff, and aftw biking 
eouttsel together reganling the situation, it was deemed 
be«t to refrain from spciikiug, and rest upon the reports of 
the 8pie8. This eoneluHion having been reached, it was 
further »dvise<l that Chisoliu should proceed to Macon, 
where, on account of tbu direct influence of the sheritr and 
other radical officers wbo retained positions there, it was 
hoped that the negroes would be more impreSKible; and to 
that place tbo clan, in company with the sheriff, now re- 
paired. But in the meantime, the white people bad procured 
the services of a Democratic negro orator, lioni Louisiana, 
I named Younger, a man of uncommon tidcuta for his rac«, 
I and far tbo superior of Chisolm in general inteUigeuce, as 
I well as in the gift of oratory. The white people were 
I uaturally, extremely anxious to hear the di^cuseiion be 
I iwecu tlHJUi, and being appriaed of hia i-efiiail to speak ati 
^- Bhagnulak, uud Ihu reaauus '.vijsVguul iut \\u\. ^W^\% 
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tliey detormiued now to remove every iinagiiiaiy ol)s1 
from his way, and to leave Liin no grouucis upou whicli ti 
rest an excuse lor failing to afford tliem the pleasure they 
anticipated in hearing the arguuieuta between him and 
Younger, For this purpose they induced the sheriff to 
appoint one hundred deputies from both parties, whose 
duty should be to keep the jieace. A large audience 
assembled to hear this discussion. The number of xiersoiis 
]>resent was computed to be between five and bij: tliouHftud 
negroes, and about three hundred white men. 

The TV'hite people, althoiigli they had not the slightest 
apprehension of any disturbance, were so eager for the 
discussion that they gave Ghisolm and his friends every 
pledge of protection and immunity from any insult or 
interference. Under these circumstances the discussion 
was begun by Chisolm, who spoke without limitation of 
time and without the least interruption. Younger then 
replied, at discretion, occupying about the same time. By 
prior ammgement Cliisolni was to have had a half hour iu 
which to rejoin to Younger, but so scathing and uuanswer- 
ablo were the arguments of the latter, so great was Ids 
suiferiority, and so complete was bis polemical victoiy, that 
Cliisolm sneaked ott' and declined to rejoin, as an excuse 
for which I will quote the language of his own sworu state- 
ment: He says, Teller's report, page 755: "I Iiired a 
hack, and went to Macon the next day. There was n 
division of time agreed upon there between me and a 
named Younger, from Louisiana. I spoke for an hour 
a half. 

" Q. Did you get through ! 

"A. No, sir. I waa to have a half hour for rejoinder 
to Younger ; but, just about the time I was to speak, Mr. 
Eosenbaum, my old deputy sheriff, was there, a Soutlu 
man, born in Kemper Oounty. Ho spoke to rae and 
me that he thought the intention wiis not to let mo rej 
ger, SnyH I, ' Why, Charlie, 
■ P ' Vos,' he said -, ' I liave been stirring about-) 
[ a Lttle, and tliey saj tViatiVc^ ^iw<'i%«Xto' 
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3 an Lour and a half, but they will go for yoa iu tho re- 
Mnder.' Tbat put me on my gtiard directly, I received a 
ettcrfrom Gilmer asking mo to come into the circnit clerk's 
I Tvent in there. Tonng Allgood was in there 
With him — the depoty sheriff. "Mr. Gilmer said I mnst 
bot attempt to rejoin to Toiinger. Mr. Gilmer said that 
lie bad heard some threats in tho crowd ; that they did not 
intend to let me rejoin. Young Allgood remarked to me, 
' I tuow these people, and I know the condition they are 
in. The groceries are all shut up, hut they have got 
Tuhiskey somewhere, and are all drunk. You had better 
Hot make any siieech | yoa had better not attempt to re- 
loin.' I sent for Golonel Allgood, tho sheriff. He came in 
He said lie thought, perhaps, I could speak. His 
son took him oft' and talked with him. A little while 
after he came back and said, perhaps it was well enough 
for me not to attempt to speak." 

The superior logic of the negro, and the apparent con- 
wion of defeat, ou the part of Chisoliii, enused a great 
^eal of innocent merriment amont; the audience, and when 
Ofaisolm failed to answer the calls made for his rejoinder, 
irociferons applause went np for Younger. 

It is, indeed, amusing to read tho excuse of Chisolm 
for his conduct on this occasion, when it is romem-' 
bered that there were nearly twenty negroes for every 
white man in the audience, and then there was the radi- 
al sheriff, Allgood, who was also chairman of the county 
EEepublican executive committee, with his one hundred 
deputies, selected from both political parties, for 
(he poriioso of keeping the peace and iireventiug tbe least 
3iHtarbauce; besides this, the meeting was, by an ami- 
cable and satisfiictory arrangemeot, presided o^er jointly 
r the secretaries of tho county executive committees of 
a two parties. Tho nest appointment of Chiaolm, subse- 
Jnent to that at Maenu, was at Scooba, but so great wasi; 
iho mortification of his defeat by Youugcr, that on 
ling from his friend Gosenbaum that the young i 
iteaded meetiug him at tho depot at aaQci\ia,'*»^fia. "» 
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ill celebration, ae they said, of his g-lorious victory, lin o 
eludeiZ to foregro his appointment at that phice, itnd t>i 
oeoded ilirectly to Be Kalb. 

Some timo iirevioDs to this, however, Cliisolm was p 
sent at a Democratic meetiuy, at Seooba, and was 
teoasly invited to participate in the diacussion ' 
questious of the day. The invitation was promptly J 
cepted, and although lie wasi, as usual, very aggressiyi 
and bitter ill bis denunciations of the Democratic party, 
he was listened to quietly and without the least inter- 
ruption, until, in the course of bis ai'guments, arraign- 
ing the dishonesty of leading Democrats, he took occo- 
siou to rend an extract from the Sew York I'ribune 
containing grave charges against Mr. Samuel J. TiUlen, 
upon which some one in tbo audience replied that that 
charge was a lie. At this Mr. A. G. Ellis, a lawyer, and 
member of the Democratic connty executive committee, 
arose and rebuked the intcrrnption, upon which quiet was 
agaiu niaintaiiind. But to Rhow the acerbity of his fuGl- 
iugs, and hia constantly offensive demeanor toward the 
white people, I will here quote hia own statement in refer- 
once to the matter. He says : " I had not spoken more 
than lifteeii iniuutes before I was interrupted ; at this time 
tliey had got the Democratic crowd thoroughly drun] 
they were patriotic ; they h;Ml patriotic whiskej 
They were thoroughly wrong!) tup to tbo point that I shoid 
not speak. I spoke about liftecu mitintea, and they ititCT*- 
rupted ; said ' it was a damned lie ;' said ' that I could not 
speak there unless I told the truth.' I pointed my remarks 
then to the chairman of the Deiuoeratic executive oommf| 
teo, and aakeil him if I was to speak. He said, 'Tos; 
on.' I remarked then, ' If I have got to tell the truth I 
cording to this ignorant rabble, what they consider to I 
the truth, I certainly shall not make a speech.' Sqatre 
Elba got up and asked thorn to be quiet and listou to 
my speakiug. Of course they were not quiet. They inter- 
2-npted we on dii'ers and snu(\v^" tivwea daring my speech, 
bat I simka tho time 1 was aMosvwX. ^ ■a^taiL. \ ^^ 
tIiroii{rU tlxG hour." * f 
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In striking contrast to tLia sworu description, given by 
liiaolm liimself, I will now array that of Wells. He says, 
l*!4ge 127, speaking of tbia same occasion : " After tlie flerj' 
*^lcqnence of llie Democracy Iiad ceased to burn, Judge 
'^liisolm got nji and quietly intimated, that inasmucli as hu 
l»ad been invited there to take i»art in a joint discussion, 
^B should now bo permitted to speak. * ■ • As pre- 
<licte(l, he had spoken but a few minutes when he was in- 
terrupted in a most violent and threatening manner, and 
curses loud aiul deep wei'e heaped upon his head from 
I'very quarter. His life was threatenetl, and pistols were 
ilrawH to cari'y the threat into execution. Aftei' rei>eated 
efforts to quiet tlio mob, ho was compelled to quit tho 
, stand in order to save his life." 
I Ou Friday evening preceding the election, Ohisolm 
icbed bis home at De Kalb, thoroughly disgusted with 
1^0 prospects and the fruits of his canvass. lie had lost 
the Bhricvalty of his county the preceding year by the de- 
fection of the nogroes, and ho was now convinced that his 
efforts to regain his prestige and obtain a seat in Congress 

(1^ means of tho populous negro vote of tho other comities 
«t the district were in vain. Piqued at his loss of power, 
asd the full realization of his overthrow, ho now retired to 
liis house, and wrapped himself in the grim folds of 
his own reflections. It was now that the desire of revenge 
usurped in his bosom the seat of ambition. To this he 
now devoted his meditation. 

He had early in the canvass caused it to he posted that 
he would close the campaign at De Kalli on Saturday im- 
mediately before the election, on which occasion it was 
understood that there would be a division of time with the 
Democrats and a joint discnssion. With this uuderstand- 
iag, the Democratic executive committee had procured tho 
attendance of Colonel S. 51. Meek, of Columbus, a distin- 
goishctl orator, to meet Chisolm on this occasion and close 
) canvass on the part of tho Democrats, On Friday 
ming, quite a number of citizens from different parts of 
^tntyhtui niitheml at Do Kaib,\\\ o\iX«t \,o\>ft\!-sti?fs«.\. 
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at tlie joint (lUciissioQ on the ncxtiliiy. There were also 
a good many negroes present, and, in order to gratify tbeir 
fondness for sliow and parade, a procession of Democrats 
was formed, in nhich tbey had a band of music and a 
small cannon. 

There are bnt two roads leading into the village from 
the west, and at the entrance of one of these was situated 
Chisolm's residence, with a large common in front; so 
that iu marching throngli and aroand the village it wa-s 
necessary to pass immediately in front of his house. Being 
apprised of liis arrival, the processiouista halted on the 
common, in front of his house, and fired off their cannou, 
while the band struck up some patriotic air. This they 
also did at several other convenient placea during their 
march. While Lore some persons in the ci'owd ealled foe 
Gbisolm to come ont and acknowledge the compliment, as 
they said, of the serenade. In this procession were John 
W. Qully, chairman of the county Democratic committee, 
and Colonel Meek, the Democratic orator for the next day, 
whose participation was for the purpose of inspiring an iii- 
uoeent enthusiasm on the occasion, such as is always de- 
sired by all parties on the eve of an election. Bnt if this 
pai'ade and music iu front of his residence was provoking 
under the circnmstances, Chisolm did not hesitate to meet 
provocation with provocation; he stationed himself in his 
portico, with his gnn at hand, and, in the words of his 
daughter, in a letter quoted by Wells, "cursed them iu 
language more forcible than elegant." In this letter, 
which contains expressions not wont to bo nsed by South- 
ern ladies of refinement, and of which many of her ac- 
quaintances in De Kalb today donbt her authorship, she 
says : " Bnt now comes the ' tng.' The wretches hired 
the Gainesville band to come here only to insult our family, 
on Friday night. Just as we were all undressed for bed, 
and some of the family had already lain down, they 
marched up to our gate with a great crowd ' serenading,* 
as they said, and nearly I'rigUtened me to death- ToajJ 
I was then just being iuitiatol- Ottaei* ot q*k ^wsa^ % 
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ton aeon tlio like ivlieti I was away at aoliool. They 
Si^uglit the old caniioQ right iu front of the door, and I 
Weeoutlt/ prayed that it might burst and blow them all 
ato the 'jSo-y ftirnace,' where I am certain they will even- 
tually land." • • • • • " Well, 
theyloftafter finding how little they had araompliahed, got 
Some more men and whiskey, and came back about twelve 
o'clock at night and tried it over again. But all the family 
had to console and comfort me. 1 tell you, I thought I 
shoaM die. I hardly slept one bit all night. By the next 
morning at daylight, papa's friends came in from all parts 
of the county, inclnding four gentlemen from Macon. 
They wore all at our house — about fifteen good, true, white 
Republicans, who swore they would die by their leatler and 
best frieud. There were hundreds of negroes in town, and 
uotbing but papa's constant and vigilant cfl'orts kept them 
from firing upon the bloodthirsty demons as they passed 
by on their march. They had the Democratic llag, the 
band playing 'Dixie' and the 'Boiinio Blue Flag,' » 
few ragged old negroes, and hundreds of villanous white 
BCoaudreU, half of whom were owing papa for the clothea 
that covered their backs. lie stood on the steps, a,nd 
cursed them in language uiere forcible than elegant. The 
first time, they yelleil like the savages they were, and one 
man shot o£f a pistol iu the a,\v; the next time, two or three 
fired, and a few more each time, until the shooting became 
incessant, and several shots struck the wall Just by the 
door. At this time nearly all the geutlemeu who had been 
witli ua were over at Mr. Gilmer's and Captain Rush's, to 
get Mrs. Gilmer and her baby aud Mrs. Rush and her 
I daughter to come to our house, aa all of them had beeu 
insulted aud frightened nearly to death while their men 

KIks were with us. Several of the geutlemeu were worn 
it or crippled in the canvass, and so you see papa and 
■other were abont the only ones who could shoot to do , 
any good, and but for mamma'.s entreaties, they would j 
have made some of the beggarly dogs bite the dust. 
keptcivse to papa'n side all day,atti'«^l*ia^i&^>Sy^.■a 
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if nnotlier shot Wiis 6ml bo iiitciideil to kill some of them, 
lio begped mo to Uibive him, becnuae those who did not mn 
would tiro a.t liim, itiid ho l~eare<.l some of the shots might 
hit me. I told hitn that I ])i'.",yeil the same shot which 
killed him might also hiy my lit'uleas body by hia side. 

My dear , I oiico thought tiiat I never wouhl tire of 

life; but if suoL is to he miue, death, if I coidil share it 
with my dear cues, would indeed ho a sweet relief." 

That this letter was written in the light of subsequeut 
events, there can bo bat littio question, aud there can also 
be little question as to what will bo tho verdict of the fair 
minded reader against this man who introduces an inno- 
cent girl in such a cliaracter, in order to give import and 
authenticity to tmdncement. Ho one can read this letter, 
with a knowledge of the events that followed, without being 
couvinceii that portions of it, at least, were dictated to 
conform with those events, and no reader of refinement, 
should he view them as genuine, can read the esi)re3sion8 
used by this young lady, in this letter, without entertaining 
at least a feeling of pity for one apparently so lost to all 
sense of refinement. But lot us return to the letter. She 
says: 

"Colonel Meek and John W. trully headed tho procession. 
Atone time Meek passed by, witii hia arms around tho 
neck of a ragged, filthy aud degraded negro. I call him 
'degraded,' not because of hia black skin, but rather for 
being found in such company, exchanging embraces with 
so low and disgusting a being as Meek that day proved 
himself to be." 

I will not follow this scurrilous jeremiad any further. 
But it may not be improper to observe the fact that Col- 
onel S. M. Meek, the subject of this vituperation, bo its 
author who it may, is too well known in Mississippi to be 
affected in reputation by any such foul sibilations. Tho 
attempt to impute to Colonel Meek any act not eompat- 
ihJe with the character of a high minded Southern gentle- 
jnan, is of itself snflicicut to svffis. t\yi aaal of falsehood to 
^ijy matter of which sucU effort ^oriussk^ai^. ft.'dta'suJcaa:^. 
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to and as an iDcInceiueut to this letter, ^hicli seemed bo 
Weil to snit bis purposes, WoUa iudiilgos iu tlio Ibllowiug 
laiigaage, it part of wbicU be placited from a radiual paper, 
tJUt wbiuli he bei'e adopts aa bis own : 

"Repeatedly tbrougboiit the day did tbia crowd of 
liffiaus and jail birds marcb by Judge Cbisolm'a door, 
to the tuueof 'Dixie' and the ' Bomiio Blue Flag,' firing 
cannon at intervals and piiitold by volleys. The latter 
irere at fli'st discharged npward, but, as the crowd became 
emboldened from the excessive use of liquor, and meeting 
with iio resistance, tbe sbooting was directed over tbo 
^Qse, and hually against it, when two or three shots wero 
embedded in the pillars and weather boarding. These 
idiivalrous gentlemen, who could tbna siuTouiid, menace 
and assault a bouse occnpied by women and children, 
breathing in their faces tbe fumes of tbe pot house, and 
karliug upon their heads obscene and blasphemous oaths, 
were headed by no greater man than Colonel S. M. Meeic, 
of Columbua, ono of Mississippi's favorite sons— a Cheva- 
lier Bayard, a man who must hide beneath the black cloth 
And clean tinea that ho wears a cowardly and craven 
iieart. Close by the side of this beau ideal of Soutbcrii 
tiliivalry, fvalked John W. Gtully, the presiding genius of 
'Uie demoniac festival." 

The writer has taken particular pains to discover, if po«- 
:tible, any indontationa resembling those of bullets in any 
part of the Chisolm house, and there is not the least in- 
dication whatever of a bullet mark in either of the two 
jwsta that support the little porch. He has been shown 
only DUB hole iit the coarse weather boarding which haa 
the slightest resemblauce to that of a bullet, and, if such, 
it must have proceeded from a pistol much nearer than the 
ite, and which was pointed downward at an angle of at 
Jt forty-live degrees. In ailditiou to this, it 
:niverBal testimony of every one who marched i: 
processions, that no shots were fired at CJiiaolm's house; 
and OB to AVells' "fceaif ideal of Southern chivalry" with 
'a heart uiidor the tbldaoiluabXaattXcfOn^'ft'^'^i 
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shirt, it is mora tlian qnestioiiable wliether that indi- 
Tulanl ever participated in any teat sufUcieut to create 
any ideal of tha,t quality ; and as to tlio latter part of the 
jjlirasej it applies so aptly to the character which bo bom 
in the Soirth, as to sug'gest more the oft'spriug of couscioua- 
uess thau conception. 

In the early nioriiing of the day ou which these hostile 
deiuouBtratioiis are said to have occarred, Johu W. Gully, 
cbairmau of the Democratic county executive committee, 
sent a note to Chiwlm over his own siguature aud those <il 
the other members, politely inviting him to come out ami 
take part in a joint discussion. This he did at the request 
of many gentlemen, as everybody was ausious to hear the 
discussion between him and Colouet Meek, who was well 
known to be ono of the most eloquent speakers iu the 
State. To this respectful invitation Ohisolm made no lui- 
Bwer, and as his reasons for not doing so were giv«n by 
him inhis testimony at Washington soon alter, I will hero 
quote them, 

lie says : " I suppose it was ten o'clock when I (jot a 
communication from Bwanzey and J. W. Gully, aud some 
other name — I forgot the other name. They signed Uiera- 
selves olhcialiy, by aalhority of the Democratic executive 
committee there. I got this from the hands of a gentleman 
by the name of A. (j. Vincent. He presented it to me. I 
read it-, and remarked to him, says I, 'Mr. Vincent, do 
you think I conld make a speech here to-day f He said 
he did not think 1 could, or perhaps I could, 1 don't know 
how it was. I said: 'I understand from a hundred dif- 
ferent sources that they will not let me speak.' Says I : 
» I won't answer this note.' He says : ' Why not V Saj-s 
I : ' This canied a lie on its face. It sets out by statiDg 
that it is a Democratic meeting, when yon know tliat such 
is not the fact ; that it is a Kepubiicau meeting, and that 
tiie Democratic meeting was ]iclil hero yesterday — tliat in, 
by appointment.' He said that he had forgot about that, 
Sajs I: 'I will not attempt to sipeaV. uuVeaa I am satislicd 
tliat I will not be iuterfeied -sit^; Sa-sa Y-. "-Y a-oi. tma. 



I 



KETtfPEE COUKTT TINDIOATED. 285 

nfraiil, under ordinary circnmstancca, of anybody interfer- 
ing; with me ; bat wiieii you have got such a crowd of two 
liutidj-ed iiitiii, I am alVaid of ivhat they may do. 
^ell, he went ott', and I never saw hiui any more there. I 
nrnde no eflbrt to speak, and thera were no Itepiiblicaa 
Bpeeelies. That was on Saturday before tho election ; the 
election was to be held on Tuesday. I did not go out of 
mylioiise at all on Tuesday. Tliey held the election, or 
wliat tbey said was an election." 

It may be observed, as a finale to the political career of 
this man, that there were but three votes east for hi 
De Kalb, and ho ran considerably behind the Ilayes ticket 
in Kemper Couuty, and that be should have prosecuted the 
canvass to the very last, when ho had long known that the 
whole iicople of tho county, black and white, were almost 
solidly against him, shows an obstinacy and desperation 
rarely to be found in any man of sound mind. It can only 
be accounted for upon the grounds already sot forth — tho 
liopes he still cherished of successfully contesting the seat 
of his opponent upon tho ground of intimidation. But,- 
as this same general election for congressmen completely 
changed the political complexion of the House of Eepro 
seutatives, his hopes in that direction were likewise dis- 
lodged, and there was now nothing left him but to seek his 
revenge before tho United States grand jury at Jackson, 
Thither he now hastened, carrying with him his friends. 
Hopper, Gilmer and Kush, and, upon the joint testimony 
of the three, thirty-one citizens of Kemper County 
indicted, and soveriil United States marshals sent to arrest 
thorn for violating tho right of suffrage, and for intimida- 
tion, in shape of parados, serenades and tho like. 

In addition to this, and about this time, au event oc- 
oarred which created a profound sensation throughout tho 
connty, and which was as diabolical as it was startling. 
Oa tho 20th of December, while John W. GiiUy was re- 
'turning, on horseback, from the country, whero be hatl 
been on some private business, when about a mile froi 
tho village be was waylaiil aii»l sAiot, ■wi'i.Xv a. to^^*i.\t'; 
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relied shot gnn, from a little emmenco, covered witli a thia 
■ grove of black jacks, near the roa<l side. Two sliota were 
fired' by tlie assassin, botli of which tools eli'ect in OuIIy's 
breast niid arms, and liis horse was also sevorelj- woimded 
in the shoulder. The shot broitg'ht Gully to the ground, 
but on rising to his feet he saw and recognized his dastardly 
assailant, who, in the belief that his murderons work had 
Iwen tborougbly accomplished, was making bis w^y off 
through the forest. Gully, fearing that his assailant 
might make liis escape, kept bis identity somewhat a 
secret, only imparting the information to a few of bis 
friends ; and sure enongb Ben liusb, whom he recognized 
to be the man, and who lived with bis wife and children 
■within two hundred yards of the court house, disap- 
peared, and was, from that moment, seen publicly in the 
county no more. He bad fled, as will be seen hereafter, to 
the State of Arkansas. 

Itusb was one of the most faithful and daring of all the 
Cbisolm elan, and that he had been on that account de- 
puted to take the life of Gully there is but little question. 
Such was, and is to-day, the general belief of the people of 
Kemper County. Yet, in reference to this circumstance, 
and in endeavoring to shift the odium of this infamous at- 
tempt from the clan, "Wells has tbo audacity to resort to 
the following concoction. He says: "After the first im- 
pression upon the people in the immediate neigliborhoi 
incident to an occurrence of the kiud, there seemed ttfc 
■ little feeling of surprise manifested, and oxpreasions 
this were frequently heard; 

"Wei!, the only wonder is that Gully was not killed 
long ago. There are scores of men living in the coiint;( 
who would feel warranted in taking his life in any possible 
way." And again, "The question, of course, arose, ' Who 
did do itf" Thia, perhaps, might have been answered 
with some degree of ^Hatisl'action by ju'opounding another : 
"Who, if anybody, bad a right to do it I" Gully, with 
i/catli ami the ghosts of t\iQ victuwa ni \\\t, owu miintei'ous 
Maml staring hitn in tliofacc, mig\\tt\i'ia\\'wa 



im- 
ood, 

i 



OOUKTT VINUIOATBD, 



t ia a fact well known iu Kemper County that John "W. 
Gully was always an advocate of peace, that he never 
sought a difficulty with any oik?, ami tliough tearless and 
open in all his acts and in all Iiis words, he always avoided 
personal encounters if possible. Altliough a man of strong 
])assious, and quick to resent an insult, he coveted the part 
of peace maker between others. He was never known to 
186 a deadly weapon but in self defence, and on but two 
iasions; one was when he wounded Eush, who waylaid 
kfm at the timo ho killed Lis brother, Sam Gully, and the 
[bther when he wounded McRea with bird shot, who was 
tring at him in his own store. Both of these ciroum- 
lances have already been related. 

He was one of the most popular men in the county, Be- 
ides being the chairman of the Democratic county execu- 
iive committee, and the leading Democrat of tlie connty, 
Which position he had held from the reorganization of the 
Jiarty, he had long been the senior warden of the masonio 
Klge; and it is universally and confidently asserted that 
bhere was not a human being in Kemper County who 
Ivould have done him a personal injni'y, save the members 
W^ the Chisolm clan, cr some one Instigated by them; and 
i wa» generally believed, at the time, and which snbse- 
pent events confirmed, that this attempt of Eush was the 
Mult of a conspiracy and settled plan, of which Chisolm 
i tlie chief and guide, to got rid of the leading Demo- 
erats of the county, and tliat Hush, because of his old per- 
sonal enmity, was chosen as the most suitable person to 
b^in the work, by taking the life of Gully, the chief of the 
oounty Democracy. But let us now return to the arrest of 
the thirty-ono citizens, which was compassed in further- 
ance of this plan. 

Tins condnet created intense indignation throughout the 
county. Men, wliose patience and easy temper had here- 
tofore retained tlie ascendancy over their feelings, and con- 
x>lled their actions and expressions, now gave vent to the 
selings of bitterness against Chisolm and hia clan. They 
(, to realizo the foot that lAiero was \fi Nift "'\o \ifiKR,\ 
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the county ; no rest at all from the coastant turmoil wliicU 
tlieae men liaU so long provoked aud kept in agitation. 
To sec tbiity-ouo of tlieii- fullow ciliseau liniggcil otf by 
Uuited States marsUalH, at tho veugefal iiiMtigation of 
these men, aud for no otber crime tliaii that of being true 
Uemoumts, and their having endeavored to redeem the 
couiity from their ruinoua control, was, it seemed, the 
heaviest stroke of nil. It ^vas, indeed, a moat iuhuman 
aud uncalled for act of tyranuy and oppresaiou, and par- 
took of the character and hontirs of an iuquisitioQ by the • 
government. 

Mr, Money, the member of Congreaa from this district, 
ou being apprised of the difficulties under which some of 
Ilia constituents thus labored, nobly forwarded to them 
twenty dollars, with the offer of more if neetled. He ox- 
pressed a warm sympathy for the indicted citizens, and 
signified his willingness to aid them to the utmost of hia 
abihty. This iirompt indignation on the part of Mr. 
Money, at this outrage upon hia constitnents, vpill loug bo 
remembered by the sufferers, aud by the people of Kemper 
County. 

Many of these men were poor and unable to defray their 
expenses to Jackson. In this extremity they called on 
their friends for aid, A meeting of the citizens was held 
at De Kalb, ou the first day of Jauuary, 1877, for tlie pnr. 
pose of raising funds by subscrii)tion for the purpose of 
l)aying the expenses of those who were nnable to do f 
themselves. 

At this demonstration of sympathy for their opprc 
neighbors, Chisolm became exceedingly wroth. He t 
lect«d his clan, aud brought them armed with shot guns I 
De Kalb on the day of the meeting, aud iu this mannJI 
])araded the streets, at the same time comporting himsol?" 
otherwise in the most hostile and defiant manner toward 
the people. This was now the last opportunity for a public 
jS'mtiliCiitiou of his revenge, and he couid not brook tho 
rk-n of boiug thwarted tiie \eaat \\\ Ai\a ti^igua. If ho 
mJd /jjwoko a difiiculty ou t\i\a o«i^sTO'c\i\iftV\>.^a^Vvv 



KBHTBE COUITEY VINDIGATKD. 



Would t^ivo strengtli to his ptoccediugs. But tlie i)Ooplu 
Were yet too patient for Lis purpose. No one that day 
cauie ill contact witli liim or any of his armed clau. Tlie 
object of the meetiug was quietly bnt deteruiiuedly accom- 
I'lislied, anil tiie citizous dispersed. Here, I cannot re- 
IVitiii from referring to the reasona, alleged by Wells, I'or 
Oliisoliu's conduct on this occasion, for Chisolm nowhere 
makes any exiilauatiou of iC himself, nor does he allude to 
It lit all in his testimony taken sqou after in Washington. 
Siiya Wells (referring to the serenaders): "Butthepor- 
twtratora of these viUanies in Kemper were not to escape 
thus easily. Some thirty or more of the gang, which had 
>aatonly insulted Judge Ohisolm and his tamily, were re- 
jwrted to the United States grand jury, comprised of men 
of both iiolitical parties, and indicted under that clause of 
the enforcement act which guarantees to every citizen 
who may be a candidate for odice a full, free and unintor- 
rupt«d canvass. Judge Chisolm, Gilmer and Hopper, in 
answer to a summoiia from the court, gave testimony Ijefore 
this jury. • • • • 

"On the first day of January, 1877, following the .irreat, 
a 'citizens' meeting' was called at i)e Kalb to give expres- 
sion, in some substantial way, to the pnbliu iudignation. 
It is not believed, as one might suppose, that this call was 
for the purpose of organized resistance to the Federal 
authorities. There was au object ahead far more siguiti- 
cunt, and one which might be realized with less trouble 
and expense to themselves. It was the determinatioTi of 
the leaders then to assemble a large crowd of ruUiaus at 
I>e Kalb, and take the life of Judge Chisolm and all his 
associates ; for by so doing they hoped to destroy the last 
chance for a suct^ssful prosecution of their clau in the 
United States court. The first of January came; but, 
bwing to a heavy fall of snow the night before — an unusual 
BbQcurrence for that climate — and the bad condition of the 
^uads, the 'meeting' was not well attended. Besides, 
^udgu Chisolm, knowiug their intent, had quietly called 
^wuund him on tliat day a sufficient namViCT Cil \i\a 'ttviisii&& 
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to guard agiiinst tliG possibility of an attempt bciu^ inadu 
upon his life. Ten men like Cliisolm, when prepared, were 
tiblu lit all times to hold the ^citizens' to a carelul consid- 
eration of their acta." 

After this gash of flummery and balderdash, it would bo 
a matter of surprise that Chisolm, in Lis testimony given 
Defore the subeommitteo on privileges and elections, at 
Washington, jnst six weeks after this occurrence, nowhere 
allmloa to this instance of jeopardy, although he was called 
npon to relate every threat that had ever been mado against 
mm in word or deed, if the reader had not already dis- 
covered that whenever Cbisolm leaves any gap down, iu 
this respect, his consentaneous biographer Laa no diflrtculty 
in fllUng it. BiU there is another fact observable, and that 
13, that these criminal intentions liavo now been sliiftcd 
from John W. Crully to the shonlders of the tliirty-ono 
indicted citizens. This circumstance, at least, relieves tho 
nsual monotony of his tale, and introduces variations 
which it will be more excursive to trace. As to Chisolm and 
his ten armed clansmen causing the citizens to be careful 
of their acts, tbat cii'cnmstance will doubtlessly explaiu 
their consideration manifested on another and subsequent 
occasion. 

These thirty-one citizens, arrested purely through tlio 
malice of Cbisolm and Gilmer and their clan, were all 
jilaeed under a heavy bond for their appearance at the 
next term of the Federal court, to be held at Jaclison, in the 
following May, Iti tlie meaulime, another meeting of the 
l)eople of tlio county was held at De Kalb, on the lUth of 
January, for the purpose of perfecting the arrangemeuts for 
alfording pecuniary aid to the persecuted citizens. 

On this occasion Oliisohn again summoned bis armed 
clan. They went about the village, however, without their 
guns, until Gilmer, taking exceptions to some remark made 
by a gentleman named McWhort«r, iilaced hiniHulf upon 
tiie door steps of a store, and, with his pistol iu liis baud, 
began to cnrso and abuso liivu iu a most violent mauaer. 
At thU time Uhiaohii cavtio «v, '.\.vwici:\eA,'ivA,^\i*yja^!gyi 
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■yonr gnns !" Upon wbicli tlie riaii, fiftpon in nntnber, went 
etraiglitwoy to Cliisolm's office, and immediately returned, 
all amied with double barrelled sliot giinw, and tliun paraded 
around in a most boisterous manner. In tJio meivntime, 
some of the citizens carried McWliorter off, and devoted 
tliemselros to the prefiervation of tlie peace, and tlie elan 
agniu failed to proToke a conflict. A few days after tliis 
occnrrenco, Chisolm and Gilmer proceeded to Washington, 
where they procured ttiemaelvea to be summoned as wit- 
nesses before the committee above referred to, and there 
"^ve the testimony which the writer has quoted from on 
'Cral occasions during the progi'css of this work. Miaa 
, it seems, accompanied them on this expedition, 
her return wrote a letter describing her journey, 
which Wells has quoted, in order to sliow, as he says, the 
refined taste of the author. From this letter I will, in 
;, quote but one paragraph, to show the kind of refined 
ite which seems to strike him so forcibly. In this letter 
yianng lady says: "Washington is by far the most 
tntiftil city I saw in all my long journey. Its broad ave- 
great thoroughfares, magnificent buildings, lovely 
:s, and, best of all, handsome gentlemen, combine to 
it seem to mo a perfect paradise." 
"While Cliisolm and Gilmerwere absent, perfect peace and 
iet reigned in the County of Kemper. The remainder of the 
III kept themselves, during this time, in retirement, and 
ithing occurred worthy of notice until Ohisolm's and Gil- 
IP's return, which was about the time of the Marcli term 
the circuit court, A short time prior to this an attach- 
'nt had been sued out by a raercautilo firm in St. Louis 
lainst the goods, wares aud merchandise of M. Woods & 
of Scooba, in which firm Gilmer was a partner, and 
'oods was his half brother. This attachment was rotum- 
»le to this term of the eonrt, when the trial of it was to 
ive taken place. But on the night preceding the first day 
term, the office of the ciicnit clerk was entered by 
iknown parties and robl)ed, and these attachment papers^ 
'i^ iriiM inauy others, were Y™T\o\vnai, 
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Jiidgo J. M. ArDold, vho presided at tliat term, could 
not do otherwise tbaa deliver ii scatLing rebuke to tlie 
wliole i>eopl6 ol' the county for peruiittiug audi a. liigli 
liiindci) act of liiwlessuess, although he was well iiware 
that the Jleiuocrats of the county had no more to do with 
the roblwry than with the riots ia the states of Mexico. 

The judge, in conformity with his duty uuder the cir- 
cumstances, ordered the most streouous etl'orts to be made 
to detect and briog the perpetrators to justice, aud lie 
recommended to the board of supervisors to ofier a largo 
reward for the apprehension of the guilty parties, which 
the board did, but iu vaiu. The robbeis bad laid their 
plana thoroughly, and covered their tracks securely, and 
the deed, today, lies hidden beneath the veil of mystery. 

No sooner bad (Jbisolm returned tbau be began again 
to breiithe vengeance against — aa be called them — those 
damned serenaders. He declared publicly that nothing 
lessthan their hearts' blood would ever satisfy bim,and that 
lie would make the people of Keinper County feel bim yet, 
and be invariably made use of such expreasions in connec- 
tion with the name of John W. Gully. lie scorned to bavo 
grown more bitter from disappointment aud defeat, and 
his expressions in regard to the leading Democrats became 
more violent. Yet the jjcople hoped that he would now 
desist from causing any further trouble, and seemed will- 
ing that he should " curse himself down easy." But such 
was far from bis iutention. It is true, the plan inaugurated 
by the attempt of Hush bad, for the time, failed, but now 
it was to be renewed under more promising auspices. 

Some years before this, a negro boy, by the name of 
Walter Eiley, who bad been raised iu Kemper County, 
shot and killed, in the streets of De Kalb, a young man by 
the name of Dabbs, a clerk of John W. Gully. Biley fletl 
from justice aud took refuge somewhere in Tennessee. 
He was a desperate character, and Chisolm aud Gilmer 
now, no doubt, sought for and succeeded in ascertaiuing 
Lia H-iifii-eabouts. 
In the uieautimo Gilawv AiaOi \ie,cn axte.^.'wii. asvi. 'uamfid 
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over to the aTitborities of tbo State of Missouri for ob- 
taining goods in St. Louis under falae proteuces, the par- 
tifiularsof whit^h have already been related. Chisolm went 
up afterwards and succeeded in procuring bail for him. 

(Alfer this Chisolm returned, but Gilmer yet remained 
away. He, however, returned also in aboiit a week after- 
ward; and, on the night of Gilmer's return, Walter Eiloy 
itas seeu for the first time in the neighborhood oEDa Kalb. 
Wlicn Cliisolm came back alone, he was asked why Gilmer 
did not return with him, to which he replied that some one 
in De Kalb ha<l written a letter to the parties who were 
prosecuting Gilmer in St. Louis, and that Giliner was re- 
inaiiiiug there for the purjtose of ascertaining, if jiossible, 
its aatlior, and that it would not be good for the person 
who wrote it should ho siicceed. 

On the next day after Gilmer's return, and the appear- 
ance of Walter BQey, John W. Gnlly, while i-eturiiing late 
in the evening to his home, about a mile and a half from his 
place Of business in De Kalb, was uhot with a load of buck 
shot and instantly killed, by some one who had concealed 
himself in a cluster of bushes immediately on the edge 
of the road. Gully fell dead from hia horse, and the re- 
port of the gun gave the alarm to his family. Upon which, 
Ins wife seated herself at a window, and eagerly watche<l 
the road for the coming of her husband. This, she stated 
to the writer, she had been accustomed to do whenever she 
heard a gun liro in the neighborhood, since the first at- 
tempt was matle to asaassimite him ; and when, on this oc- 
casion, she beard the report of the guu, she had a presenti- 
ment of what had occurred, and her heart sank within her 
bosom as hea\-ily as if she was alreacly standing over the 
cold, mangled body of her murdered husband. 

When the botiy of the murdered man was reached it was 

lying in the road, and his money, bat and boots had been 

carried away by the assassin. Bo close was the muzzle of 

Htbe gnn that his face and neck, where the shot entered, 

Hirere blackened by the powder. 

^■*7ii0i}e[r5 of thia terrible deed bqiqiuV t^vviX'S ctxtst 
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county, carrying liorror and constornatioa to the bosom 
of everj' citizen. 

Never, pertiaps, in the history of any people was there 
Bucli intense excitement as in tbe County of Kemper at 
this time, and rumors of all sorta Hew tbick and fast. At 
first, all conjecture was centred niKtn Ben Ktish, who, it 
was rei)orted, liad suddenly returued to the county, and 
had acconiiiiUhed what ho had before attempted. 

The news Hew from month to month tliat tliere wa^ posi- 
tive evidence that Chisolm and ttilnier were parties to the 
crime. 

So great and so general was the belief that the deed was 
compassed by tliem, either directly or indirectly, that it 
ivas impossible for tlie minds of men to bo drawn into 
any other channel. 

They had witnessed for nine long years a persistfini; 
course of outlawry on the part of these men, perhaps 
never before practiced in any civilized community, and . 
that, too, with ati impunity and bolduesa that rtistancfld 
every remedial effort. Under snch circumstances, to parry 
the suspicion that they were, too, the authors of this deed, 
was out of the question. The calmest conjecture [Kiinted 
at them the finger of guilt. 

On Saturday, the 28th of April, John W. Qidly was laid 
away in his final resting place, in a church yard a few 
miles from De Kalb. It was the wish and intention of 
the masons to bury him with the forms and ceremonies of 
that order, of which he had long been a prominent and 
brilliant meralter, but, owing to the absence of the muster 
and other ofiicers of the lodge, these ceremonies were post- 
poned. 

There were between two hundred and fifty and three 
hundred men, from all parts of the county, at the burial. 
Strong men were seen to weep as they looked down into 
tliat grave, and all were silent and wrapped in moody re- 
flection. Their sympatliy, their sorrow, and their fears all 
combined to cast a pall ot gYoom over the scene and depict 
■Ji deep cast oi" anxious thought oi cs^t-a \.to>« . Taa 'yat- 
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rible scoues and incidents of tbo past nroiiglit themselvi 
aj) afresh in their memory, and tlieu, blending witU tbo. 
frightful visiona of the futare, weighed Hko an incubus of 
horror upon their hearts. They had witnessed scenes in 
their county, of which these men bad been the chief actors, 
that ecUpsed, in glaring villauies, those of the Murroll and 
Copeland clans. They had seen robberies and forgeries in 
tiie open day light, and murders and assassinations be- 
neath the curtains of the night. They had known tho 
lands— the very homes of hard working and honest men 
, and helpless women — of widows and orphans, upon which 
Ltiio taxes had been regularly paid, aud I'or which they held 
) receipt of Chisobu, struck off to the State, aud the 
le remain for years alienated without their knowledge, 
Mihile their hard earued money had gone into the X'ocketa 
t Ohisolm and his associates. They had seen more than 
8 hundred thousand acres of their lands seized, and then 
irery means of support swept away by the enormous taxes 
p#hich the dishonesty and cupidity of Uieae men Iiad 
ted to be lieaped upon them. 
Yet all this they had borne aud might still have borne 
^itli patience. They might eudui'o with stoic composure, 
jvhile their pockets only were pierced by the fingers of 
ifihouesty and theft, but when tliey saw the dagger of the 
wiu thrust into the hearts of their best citizens, their 
I staining the altars of revenge and trickling along 
I path of iiersonal ambition, it would have been less 
Lan haman had they not awakened to a sense of their 
They bad witnessed the mnrder of Ball, in 1SG9, 
tended by circumstauces the most atrocioas. Ilis house 
f&B SHProunded in the daric hours of night, when ho and 
! family were in bed, at a time when sleep is aweet to 
"those whose necessities compel them to labor tlirough the 
honra of the day. His assailants, without giving the least 
wamioj;, l>ega.n their assanlt, and fired their guns into the 
hidows of his dwelling. His waking thoughts divined 
I murderous intent. No time was to be lost. It was 
I to remiiin with his fauiiiy, anOt "jcX 'aVoia^X. (^-^sisi.^ 
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dcatli to attempt his escape. His wife clung to Lim with 
all the strenffth of womau's love and womau's fear. Shoald 
lio fly aiitl leave her uud liis littlo children to the mercy of 
tho murderers I Tht^tir loud ciuoes told hiiu that ho alouu 
was the victim sought. The only gleam of hope hovered 
around au efibrt to cscat>e. Ue leaped I'lom a window, 
and, passing hi» assailaut»<, was making his way to a 
iicighhoring forest, lie was diMcovcred, pursued, ami bar- 
biiroHsly hulchered. Yet ho did not die immediately. He 
recognized the murderers to ho some negroes who were 
well knowu to be warm adlierenta and tools of Ghisolm. 
A short time before this. Hall had attacked Ghisolm in the 
i^oad, tho circumstances of wliich have already been i-o- 
hited. 

Tho proof against this negro was ample, and corrobo- 
rated hy the dying declarations of Ball. Vet, as has Iwcn 
seen, one of them was aided by Ghisolm to escape, and the 
other acquitted through liis iufluence. 

In 1870, Sam Gullj was shot a,nd liillod by Ben Knsb, in 
the streets of Do Kalb. Ho had deliberately armed him- 
self for the purpose, and waylaid the intcndetl victim, who 
was in company with his brother Sam. For this he was ac- 
qnitted through Chisolui's influence. 

In 1871, Hal Dawson was enticed by Gilmer into bis 
store, where he was shot and killed by Davis, and after lio 
had fallen down deail, Gilmer walked u]) and shot two 
balls through his head. Ghisolm, who was sherifiof the 
county, notoriously protected tho criminals, and shielded 
them from tho arms of the law. Gilmer, after this circum- 
stance, became the intimate friend and companion of 
Ghisolm, and was rewarded by a seat in the State sen- 
ate. They ever afterward were joint workers in all their 
crimes and iniquities. 

Ill order, however, to promote Gilmer to tho State i 
ate for his services, it was neces.sary to get rid of Oambiaj 
a Northern school teacher, who now held that position, am 
Jiad refused to become an accomplice in their villanig 
^'or this reason Chisolin dcs'imOL \a get v\*!i <i^ V\\ft.,aMiJj 



i'lanc bis more obsoqnjons and ready tool, Gilmer, in that 
I>osition. To dispose of Oauibril was a matter of bnt little 
&toment. He was attacked and killed by a uegro a short 
timo ufturwai'd. 

They had neon Floyd killeil by a hired assassin id his 
own store, ia 1871, aud Cbisolm, as sheriff, permit the 
mtmlerer, who had beeu arrested, to make bis esca|>e, and 
eveu aid him in doing so. Tliey bad seen Bob Dabbs, 
a clerk of John W. G-ully, waylaid and killed in the streets 
of He Ealb by a clansman of Cliisolm, and the same hand 
that laid the corpse before them low. They had seen John 
W. Gully, a short time before, shot by " some one in hid- 
ing by the road side," aud whom he recogijizeil to be Chis- 
olm's right hand man, Ben Rush, who immediately fled 
from the county ; and now, to this list was to be added the 
man whose mangled body they were now committing to 
^be tomb. 

^^^heir minds, after wandering back throngh all this 
HlOody pai^oraruft of crime, retnrned lad^n with hoiTOr t/> 
^He contemplation of the murder of one whom they loved, 
^H tho leader in the lodge, anrl tho grange; their chosen 
^MKler in .their efforts to throw off the oppressive yoke 
^BUch these men had fastened upon them, and who was 
^Wer foremost in every enterprise for the public good. In 
Hbdition to this, another tbonght naturally arose: if these 
H|Hties were guilty, of which no one bad a doubt, " eould 
^■^ be reached by tbe law ?" It is true, the courts and the 
^Kministration of justice are in tbe bands of the citizens, 
^Ht, will they not be rcscned or screened by their cbms- 
^■Kn ? For ten long years Ohisolm and bis clan had done 
^toiat they pleased with impunity ; they hatl pursued their 
^ngb handed and lawless career unchecked, and apparently 
^fcyond the reach of alt human laws. lie had threatened, 
^■peatedly of late, that bo would make the people of Kem- 
^■^ County feel him yet, and it seemed that his threat 
^■fts to be made good, and to what extent was now the im- 
^■totaut question. Heuee, it Ihuo wonder the inquiry should 
Hwe^XrJ everyone's uiind, " Wlio wiVlbetii&iicsloN^'^'OMi.V 
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The writer is informed by many of tbe promiueut meat 
tiiti county that, kuowin^f tbe chamuter of Ghisolru, 
tbo tlireata Le bad publicly inadn, wben tbey beard of tli» 
first attempt to assasshiiitc Gully, they felt siucerely thii^ 
they, too, woubl fall victims to the assassiu's stroke ; 
their uneasiness iu this respect becume manifest to ti 
families and fiieiids, who sbared in the same painful fc 
bodingg. 

Jt was a horrible and maddening thought, and one wliiuli 
seemed to prey npon tbe minds of all who stood that day 
besi<le tbe grave of John W. G-iiIly. Tbe \ery rei>etition of 
the attempt demonstrated a deter miuatiou and earnestnesa 
which added to the gi'jieral alarm. 

Wben the last clod had beeu heaped upon the body of 
tUe unfortunate man, amid the farewell sobs of tbe heart 
broken widow, the crowd slowly and silently diapersed. 

In tbe meantime, it was rumored that Ben Hush bad 
beeu seen in the neighborhood the day before tbo assassi- 
natiou, and if so, as .1 matter of course, suspicion would 
attach, iirst of all, to him as tbo perpetrator of tbe terrible 
deed. 

In consequence of this, and prorupted by bbuir own be- 
lief, aud the universal opinion of tbo citizens, suiuo of tbo 
relatives and friends of Gully proceeded to make the fol- 
lowing usual affidavit before Gaptaiu J. L. Spiuks, who 
presided in another beat of the county, but who happened 
to bo in De Kalb that day ou business, T. W. Brame, l^Bq., 
tbe justice of that beat, being absent. 



AfEIDATIT. ^M 

<' SxATK OF Mississippi, ) |^H 

Kemper County. J ^^B 

' " Before me, J, L. Spinks, a justice of the peace, in and 

for said county, pei'sonally came George S. Oovert, who 

stated, upon oaib, that be bas goo{l reason to believe, and 

does belhve, that B. F. UwbU A\i.\, o\\ the nigbt of the 2tttb 

iustaui, m said comiLi*,-l!eloum\»\s WWaft'i. \u\wiftY ii^w'*! . 
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illy, and that W. W. Chisoim, Alexamler Iloppei', New- 
t Hopper, J. P. Gilmer, ami Chniliu ItoHeiibaum wero 
8 to tlie deed ; wberoiipoii lio prays tliat warrants 
r their lU'rest, and tbey be made to answer tUe 
fcargea brought against Uiem, 

"(Signed.) George S. Covert. 

I* Sworn to and subscribed I 
before mo, April 28, 1S77. ( 

" (Signed.) J. L. Spines, J. P. 
^' Witnesses.— J. J. GriJtin, S. Evans, Esq., John W.. 
Smith, J. E. Smith, Dt Edwards, M. llosenbaum." 

It will no doubt bo amusing to ihoao who have any 

knowledge of the law, to Icani that Wells devotes a whole 

page in endeavoring lo in^csent wliat be considers a fla- 

-ligrant fact, that Ibese witnessos afterward declared tliat they 

rr nothing about the matter, and that their names were 

t down aa witiieases wjtiiont tJicir Itnowlwlso and con- 

I dare say that it in the first instance on record where 

^ in contended that the consent of witnesses must be ob- 

led before they can bo snmmoned to testify in a cause 

ft conrt. 

ttATE OP Mississippi, I 

■ County. I ■ 

a the alieriffor any constable in said county, greeting : 
f " Whereas, George S. Covert has this day made com- 
plaint, on oath, to the nndersigned, a justice of the peace 
"in and for said county, that he has good reason to beUeve, 
and does believe, that B. F. Eush did, on the night of tho 
2flth instant, kill and murder John W. Gully in said county, 
Bid that W. W. Chiaolm, Alexander Iloppcr, Newton Hop- 
■, J". P. Gilmer and Chailic Posenbanm were accessories 
I) the deed. Whei-efore, we commantl you to forihwith ai>- 
fehend the said B. F. Uush, W. W. Chisoim, Alexander 
Eopper, Newton Hopper, J. P. Gilmer and Charlie lloscii- 
vintf the acuused, and bring tU^ui XjttoYft't.N^ ."^^^»swL. 
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msq., or 80!nc otlier justice of tlio pence of said county, at 
De Kiilb, oil Monday, the 30th day of April, 1877, to an- 
swer the above charge, and do or receive what, according 
to law, may be considered touching the same, and have you 
then and there tliis writ. 

" Witness my hand and seal, April 28, 1877. 

" (Signed.) J. L. Spinkh, J. P." [seal.] 

This warrant waa dnly executed, and the I'artiea naiuo'l 
therein arrested according to law. It may bo observed that 
the alSant, George 8. Covert, i\'as a nephew of John W. 
Gully by mamage, and seems to have been the only one of 
the immediate family not so overwhelmed with grief and 
horror stricken but that he had the presence of mind to 
take the above legal steps. 

In the meantime the news of the murder of Gully, tho 
reappearance of Eush, and the general belief of the f^uilt 
of Ghisolm and his clan, had spread over tho county; 
and BO great was the shoclc and alarm tliat men seized 
their guns and hastened to Do Kalb to aid, if necessary, 
in tho arrest of the elan, and in bringing them to jus- 
tice. All Saturday night aud late Sunday morning, they 
eontiuned to come in from difi'erent parts of the county. 
They well know that tho sheriff would not be able to 
arrest them without a strong posse, and not even thuu 
without bloodshed, should they be apprised of the war- 
rant, and allowetl time to assemble. Hence, there van 
a necessity for hasto and caution on the part of the sherill'. 
To these apprehensions Wells adds what confirmation ho 
is capable of, in tho following words: "If by any means 
Chisolm should become apprised of theu? purpose before 
his arrest and confinement had been accomplished, they 
well knew he would call around him again, as in times 
past, a few devoted and heroic men, upon whom an assault 
could only be carried at a moat alarming sacrifice to tho 
assailants." This was well known throughout the county, 
and by noon on Sunday, the -9th of April, iv largo crowd 
of armed meu Iiad asaetnb\ewVatl>c^ja.\\itot xJac^w^ao^ 
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fof prerentiiig the alarming saoriJicB that might otUerwiae 
II attend any attempt to cuforco the law against these men. 
Early on Sunday morning, Aloxaudor llopper and his 
Tirother Newton were arrested at the residence of the 
former, abont a mile from the village, and placed under ^H 
gTiard. The eherifl' then proceeded with bis posse to ^| 
I Chisolm's house and arrested him, and, at his request, the ^M 
■^sheriff permitted him to remain there, together with the ^M 
^Bivo Hoppers, having placed a guard over them, composed ^M 
BUtf persons whom Chisolm himself named. Bnt, owing to ^B 
^ the escitement manifested bythe crowd, the sheriff thought 
it host to remove them to the jail, which, in a short time, 
lie did ; and a deputy was dispatched to Scooba for Gilmer 
and Eosenbaura. Yet, notwithstanding the dispatch and 
caution exercised, thoy made an attempt to rally the elan, 
nopirer, on being arrested, under the pretence of finishing 
his breakfast, wrote a note and sent it by a negro to 
Ohisolm, informing hira of the proceedings; and Chisolm, 
iK'faile under guard in his liOuse, caused a. note to lie eon- 
Teyed to Gilmer and Eosenbanm at Scooba. Gilmer and' 
^ECosenbaum, on receiving the note sent by Ohisoira, set out 
immediately for Do Kalb. They were met ou the way by . 
the young man, Mr. John Pool, who was bearing the war- > 
rant for their arrest to the marshal of Scooba, who was ■ 
deputized by tlie sheriff to make the arrest. They pro- 
ceeded to De Kalb, where, on their arrival, and hearing the ■ 
situation, they repaired to the house of Roseubaum's father. 
Here they were soon arrested by a special deputy. But' 
this attempt to gather the clan was thwarted by the prompt 
action of the sheriff and his deputy. In the meantime, 
Ohisolm's horse was brought out and saildled, for the pur-*- 
pose of making his escape tlirough the back way to the 
r boneie ; but, as the crowd had now surrounded the premises, 
Ibis design, too, was frustrated. 

■ 111 the Cliisobn house there is a small closet, the 

IV upper ceiling of which forms a trap door, which, 

: being pushed with the hand, opens into the garret 

Tbia arrangement was, ho Aflv.'iti't, &(!a\'£acS\- N^i 

|(^ a means of cacaiie in ease o^ XixaXitis.?, ■a.VaiifcsA^ 
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Tvliicli hia many crimes, no doubt, caused him constantly 
to appreliend. In this closet he kept his gims and his 
nrmor. Through this aperture Chisolin's witb, oecordinfi 
to Wells, nnd ho dotibtlesaly received his information 
from her, persuaded hor husband, prior to his being car- 
ried to jail, to take refiige, and that she would hand up 
Ilia guns, with which he could play sad havoc with tho 
heads of those who dared to intrude. This Ohiaolm. 
declined doing, through fear that the houso in that case 
migiit bo fired. However this may have been, tho writer) 
after a careful esaniination, could divine no other purpose 
of the construction of this trnp door leading from this litllo 
closet into tho low attic, than that to which his wife now 
desired that he should devote it. 

It becomes necesaary now to introduce a poraou to whom 
a casual reference lias been already made, and wlio, at 
this time, becomes a prominent figure in this narrative. 
Angus McLellaud was a Scotchman, and said to bo a sub- 
ject of Great Britain, but bad for aomfl time residetl iu Do 
Kalb, in tho capacity of a blacksmith and job worker. IIo 
is said to havo been a man of very eccentric habits, and 
associated but Httlo with any one in the village, audi 
although usually of (jniet demeanor, ho was known to be a 
desperate man when aroused. 

This man, Chisolm, by some means, succeeded iu enlii 
ing in his clan, though JIcLcUand had never before tak* 
any interest in politics, and claiming to bo yet a British sal 
ject, had never demanded oven tho inght to vote, 
a man of silonco and daring, and of unsweiwing fldelife; 
Chisolm had gained his frientlsliip, and found him an obae-' 
quioua coadjutor in all his schemes. On learning that 
Chisolm was arrested, this man left his mill and went to 
his aid, and when he was marched off to jail, McLelland 
seized Clay Chisolra's gun, and followed him. Mrs. Chisoloi 
and her daughter, and her three sons, Clay and John and 
Willie, all went along with Chisolm and tlie two Hopp 
to tbo jail, and when they reached there, notwitbstandi! 
>e remonstrancQ of the sUeriS, tUe^ a\\ KaiftisA^^si^ 
Pierf up to^rether. 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

a dofliint beariDg oli diisolm during all this tiuio was 
-, at all calcula,tecl to allay tlio iutouse and growing 
citeinent of tlie people. Ab men i-ecalled to eaclj otiier's 
Bleiuorj the <iark daya tlirougli wliich they had p^Hscd, the 
terrible crimes tbat Lad been comDiitted iu tlieir midat, and 
of wbitL they iully believed these men to have been the 
vsligatora, if not the guilty perpotrators, and the success 
yitb wbich they bad heretofore baffled atid escaped all law 
imd justice, aii ominons murmur of bitter indiguation raa 
l^ong the street, while the relatives and friends of the mnr- 
jSered ineu gi'ew pale with frenzy, and became clamorous 
^immediate retribution. 

Jnst at this time the deputy sheriff came aloug the street, 
baving In custody Gilmer and Itosenbaum. On seuin^ 
tiiese men, the crowd grow more furious, and a gon wasi 
fired tbat seut a loatl of shot through the body of Gilmer. 
;Seran through a narrow alley and tell, and was then shot 
[twice more, this time with a pistol whieb sent two balls 
through his head, and wonderful to tell, they entered in 
jilmost identically tbe same mauuer as those he had shot 
through the head of Hal Dawson under similar circum- 
istances. The coiucideuce was indeed a striking one, but it 
could not relieve the liorror of the deed ; nothing could do 
that, save that deei> sense of wrong which spurns all rellee- 
tton aud brooks no restraint. And hero tlie writer will 
take occasion to state that it is not his purpose to attempt 
to jnBtify or even to palliate the exercise of mob law under 
'dinary circumstances. It« principles he condemns; but 
be does contend, and the voice of history proclaims it, that 
(heiFe are occasions in the affairs of men when the dilatory 
forms and ceremoniea of the written law, with its frequent 
|iuc€ataintie», aro totally inadequate to satisfy the demands 
i juntiee. Itt such cases there is no other satisfactory 
edy but a resort to that liiyUtiV \xuvinXVjftv\\aw ^\w3ft-\s3a 
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Us sanction in tbc universal sentiment of society. It is!^| 
part of the law of self defence, which belongs alike to 
nations, commnnities and individuals. 

These men Lad long been a curse to society, not simply 
theoretically and sentimentally bo, but actually and pToc- 
lically 60 ill a woeful experience. To such estent was this 
the case, that every feeling of liope, every" enggestion ot 
progress, and every promise of prosperity constantly bred 
the aggravating thought — " If it were not for Obisoltn and 
Gilmer," Such a state of public feeling was ill fitted to 
boar the shock which these terrible spectres of blood pre- 
sented, and to which were now added individual fear aud 
]>ersonal anxiety. These general sentiments, added to the 
feelings of grief and revenge naturally entertained by the 
friends and relations of tJie niurdere<l men, all conspired to 
produce the terrible events of the 29th of April. And that 
jjo merely political animosity could penetrate or reach that 
intenae combination of more serious considerations by 
which these pMple were that day actuated, ia inftuifegt 
from the fact that liosenbaum, who was in company with 
Gilmer, aud the Hoppers, all bitter radicals, escaped un- 
harmed. 

After Gilmer was killeil, the deputy sheriff proceeded 
with liosenbaum through the midst of the crawd to the 
jail, and there locked him up with the other prisoners. 
Upon this there was a seeming lull, but it was the omiuoas 
calm that precedes the storm. Men were seen in groups 
liero and there, either wrapped in silent meditation or con- 
versing in low and irortentous tones. But, just here. Wells 
comes to the rescue of the chain of events, aud describes 
the terrible beating and hanging of two negroes, of which 
he has, in addition, given his readers a thrilling engraving. 
In this connection, he says: "The two negroes, who were 
reported to have seen Ohisolm and Gush in their myste- 
rious nightly vigils, when concocting the scheme of nnirder, 
■were to be compelled so to testify ; and, now, that the con- 
^tinmetit of Jadgfi iJh\^o\\n Biwl his friends prevented the 
visibilitj o/inteilerence ou tbeir iDMt, Vox «Bi"a.a.-u\\j\.<,\\^ 
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tho pretended colored witnesses, were taken into a wooil 
near by and hnng by the neck, for tlie purpose of forcing 
them to testify to soraethiug which thoy never saw or 
heard ; knowing nothing, as a matter of course they tohl 
nothing, and, after having been strangled and beaten 
nearly to death, were permitted to go, and tho alleged 
proof has never yet been fonud." So says Wells. Now, 
let us see what one of these negroes (the other is not now 
in the connty) has to say about the matter. George Fos, 
who is here represented to have been beaten nearly to dcatli 
and then hung, now lives a few miles from De Kalb, and on 
hearing of tho pictnro Wells has given of his ha^-ing been 
hnng, not long since visited the writer in his room, and do- 
sired to sec the picture, which, on being shown him, with 
a broad contemptaons grin, and with his eyes dilated wilh 
amazement, he exclaimed with indignation : " Dat's all a 
lie !" He then stated to the writer that wlien the sheriEf 
and his posse went to Ohisolm'a house to arrest him, ho 
and Bee Hampton happened to be there, and that some one 
inqnired of them what thoy were doing there at that early 
honr, and upon this a young man who lives in the same 
neighborhood with him, whom ho knew well, approached 
wilh a piece of bridle rein in his hand, and, shaking it at 
liim, or, throwing it over his shoulder, said, in a jocular 
manner: "If you don't tell the truth, we'll liang yon;" 
and that this was all that occnri'ed, and all that was said 
to them on the occasion, and the only beating and Jianging 
they have ever suffered. To this he offered to make his 
affidavit before any ofiicer, which the writer deemed un- 



In the meantime, the old Scotchman, McLelland, had en- 
tered the jail, armed with the gun which he had brought 
;frOtn Ohisolm's house, and volunteered to be one of tho 
,nl, and frequently remarked to Chisolm that they 

ight to fight it out, and pro]ioged to the giiard to lire on 
Hie crowd from the windows ; and when ho heard that 
Gilmer was killed, ho went down into tho hall, on the | 
iowec Hoor of tho jail, having a Aatganav's "jvvsX&X SasJuoi.^ 



300 EBUPEB. CIOfJNI7 YUXDIOAJOSD. 

uround liis porsoji, auii toltl tlio guard, which was cou- 
vtiycd to ttiB (wople, that for everj one of tiie clan that 
waa kiikil, two of thorn should bite tlio dust. The Rberifl', 
observing the fw'Uny which theso remarks were kiiidLiug 
tigaiiist him, appvoiuihcd, and udviaed bim to go away, 
tulliiig him that his Idw^wngo ami conduct were placing 
bitii ill danger, and »ovcral otiicrij did the same. He took 
HO liood of tho warning, Imt weut outside of the jail, aud 
into the midst of tbo crowd. Thou, passing aroun<l to tlie 
rear of tho building, he was shot and killed, with bis pistol 
half drawn from its sheath. 

This eircumslance caused another violent outburst of ox- 
citemeut, ami but for whiuh it is doubtful whether any one 
but Gilmer would have fallen on that day. 

What it was that McLellaud said or did at that moment 
to provoke tbo fatal bhot, or who of tho large crowd fired 
the gun, would, perhaps, bavo remained unknown had it 
not been tor Wells, wlio says that Mrs. Chisotm, who bad 
gouis baclt to water tUo stock, saw two of tho Giiilya, from 
her gate, two hundred yards away, in the act of tdiooting 
liim. 

This was surely a difficult feat, to recognize at that dis- 
tance the two Oullj/3 iu a dense crowd of, iierliaps, more 
than a hundred persons, but it seems to have suited Wells 
best that it should have Ikiuu douo by some of the GuUys. 
Ill the meantime Miss (Jhisolm, according to Wells, was 
standing at a window above makiug tho followiny taunt- 
ing apLieal to tlic multitude below: "Oh! why do you do my 
papa so had J Ho never has harmed an^' one in his life, 
much less any of yon, so many of whom have taken food 
from bis hand I" This taunting question, however, if it 
did not reach the chord, of mercy, gave Wells the oppor- 
tunity of making the following reply; " him!" 

exclaimed Bill Gully, who stood below, with a gun on his 
back. "We'll do him worse than tbatl" Thus it seems 
that neither the visage nor tho voice of a Gully could be 
(liaiined or drowned by either distance or din. Before the 
killiag of JtfcLellaiid, Miaa CWsoVwv \\aA ^I'asawi. Q>s.t oC the 
iail and on to the house, wVicnce ^•a.BS^^JI^^^J^ 
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Bupply of ammiuiitioa, liiddeu beneatli tlie folds of licr 
skirts. This was, at least, a heroic act on tbe i)art of tho 
young lady, and lier lilial devotion and constancy tiirongli- 
oiit tlie iviiole terrible scene entitles lier to admiration, and 
Jier mouiory to more teuder treatment than it has some- 
times, as we have seen, received at the hands of WcIIh. 

The excitement occasioned by tho shooting of McLelland, 
caused a rush to bo made toward the iii)per story of tha 
jail, where tho prisoners were conlinod, anil a crowd, 
beaded by Dr. Kosscr, ascended tho steps. It must be re- 
raemberetl that, although there was a largo erowd of per- 
sons present, but fow, coini)arativ(jly, partuiipated in tho 
attack. There were a great many persons present who did 

^jiot go near the jail at all, but there was a general indiffec- 

^EhDCO as to what the more furious migjit do. 

HV In order that the reader may have a full comprehension 

PBf the event which is about to he deserihud, it l>ecomc3 
necessary first to describe tho construction of the jail 
Ijuililing. It ia a small, nearly eriiiaro building, eontiihiiug 
an upper and lower a]>artment. Tho cages and cells are 
all situated ou tho upper floor, iu the form of a square 
room, so conforming to tho main room as to leave a passage 
way around it. The aaoeut to this floor consists of a uar- 
pw and winding flight of steps. This stairway is entered 
y a strong door, an<l there is another door at the head of 
_ ps, opening into tho jail room proper. From the 

eutrance of this door there is a sudden turn to the left, 
leading down a narrow jiassage, between the staircase and 
the inner I'oom, contahiing tho cages, into the o];>en pas- 

Itage way on the other side, where Chiaolm and the prisoners 
are re standing. The guns left by the guard, all but two of 
nrhom retired as soou as tho mob began to ascend tho 
steps, were standing just around the comer and against 
the inner room. It was at the further end of this narrow 
passage, anil near these gnus, that Chisolni took his ]>osi- 
Hjtion when the attack was made. Ilere he stood, with 
Hfin liand, while Koaenbauui and the Hoppers, with tho : 
^Maiui/is* gimnls, retired to the otAiei a\i*i oi «a&. \iiSi\s.^ 
^■■e in tier room. 
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Lave wilfully hnrt a liair upon the bead of the lady or the 
little boy. In his description of this snfficiently thrilling 
Jind horrifyiug scene, M'ells could not find satisfaction 
■without the concoction of a rigmarole about the little boy 
first having his wrist torn away, and in tliat condition nt- 
tempting to bar the door against the assailants, all of which 
is without foundation in fact, as it is testified, nnauiuionsly, 
by all who witnessed those terrible scenes, and by all who 
examined the body, that the same shot that pierced the 
boy'8 wrist entered liis breast, causing instant death. But 
his details of tlie wounding of the yonng lady were more 
truthful: "In addition (o the wonnda made by the shat- 
tered fragments of her bracelet, she received several shot 
in her leg, and her face was somewhat bniised by the 
splinters of the glancing shot | and the shot in her l^ 
seems to have been of the same character. None of her 
wonnda were considered dangerous. Indeed, it was some 
time before she seemed to be aware of auy, except that in 
Ler arm." 

When they who bore Ohisolm away reached his house, 
they found the doors all locked, and in the confusion the 
keys had been mislaid. Upon this, some one entered 
through a back window and opened the doors. Yet 
Wells, in order, as he conceived, to add more horror to 
the circumstances, eays that Ohisolm was dragged into 
the house through a small back wmdow. This, Doctor 
McOlanahan, the nearest neighbor, friend and family phy- 
sician of the CliisolniH, and who entered the house with 
them, as did many others, informs the writer is utterly 
false, but that lie was carried in at the front door, which 
had been thrown open as stated. If Wells' story were 
troe, it would bespeak an unpardonable degree of crimi- 
nality on the part of his wife and other personal friends 
who were pitseut, especially when it was so easy to have 
broken the fragile locks on the batten doors of the 
dwelling, and it would have marred tlie heroic jiart Wells 
aa/iigns her in the tra[;edy. ^VbiVft \t\aiiot to bo denied 
tJjat thti eoiiduct of Sliaa Ch\s(j\m -wTva, Wmsw^Svo'^^, \>s, 
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■Cliole affair, sublimely heroic, Wells agaia cornea to tlie 
Bsciie of tfae olil lady, whom lie tliis time seeks also to 
toak wiLL tlie special interposition of Proviilence. He 
wya: " WLile Mrs. Cbisolm was struggUug with the mob 
at the outaiJe entrance, Bill Gulty ciuue up ami deliber- 
ately shot at her twice ; but a merciful Providence seemed 
to protect her, as neither load took effect. Mrs. Cbisolm 
a seized the guii which bad been brought down stairs 
r ber liuaband, and discharged both barrels at Gully. 
e wadding struck him full in the breast and fell barm- 
sss to the grouud." 
This seems to have been an interposition of Providence 
t behalf of a teiTible Gully 1 Yet Wells is not willing 
diat it should be so construed, and soon finds a way out 
E the dilemma. He adds that the sheriff had loaded the 
[un with a blank cartridge. ^Vllethe^ it was the work of 
lie sheJTif, bad marksmanship, or Provulence, if Wells 
isired to make her a Juan, a Judith, or an Artemisia, it 
a a pity tbsit he did not choose a more plauBible motbod, 
[ While the writer would not add one pang to the heart 
( the unfortunate woman, yet, when she is thus dragged 
■cumstanccs fashioned for the twofold purpose of 
lander and gain, bo can but remember that he has en- 
gaged in the cause of truth, and if in casting about tor 
weapoUs in its defence, he indulges in conscientious re- 
Aections, all he can say is that he regrets that the biog- 
EnLpher of ber husband should have thus drawn ber within 
Bpe pale of Iiis misrepresentations. 

K In the meautime a new light gleamed along the pall 
Hknpcd horizon of the Cbisolm family. It was the star 
Br martyrdom, which arose with tho advent of J. M, 
Kyells into the circle of the afflicted family. A telegram 
Kbs sent to Meridian for him, and then, from tho moment 
Hf his arrival, began that self ostracism which Mrs. 
BMiiaolni so strenuously maintained during all her trials. 
^Broin that moment every advance of sympathy and offer 
H|!eid wei-o coutom]ttuously and insultingly-spurned. Soon 
mjl^^ ^0 arrival ol' Wells, sonic laiWeSj-wVo WQ'sXw(!.'va,"'ii%; 
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Knlb, and who related tho circumsbance to tbe writer, 
yeeat with the kiudeat t'eeliags of eympatby to the Ohisolui 
rcsidtiucG to leuder their coodoleiice to the family. On 
roachiug the aatu, which ia but a short distance from the 
door, Mrs. Ohisobu made her appearance ou the portico, 
where Wells was theii sitting, aud cried out in a loud nud 
angry voice, " Turn those people back. Don't let tbe 
murderers outer my gate." This treatment of these ladies 
detfirreU others fi-om going there, aud irom this time the 
Ohisolms, as a matter of course, received but little attention. 
They all knew the character and disposition of Mrs. Cbis- 
olm, aud they were afraid to visit ber. Thus it will be 
seeu that if tbe ladies of De Kalb did uot visit tbe Chisolm 
family duiing their afSiction, they ha*l every reasou for 
their course that propriety could suggest or humauity de- 
mand; notwithstanding, Wells has the assurance to charge 
them with a want of common womanly sympathy. A young 
lady, whom tbe writer knows well, a bright model of noble- 
uefia, tenderness and attectiou, under whose mother's roof 
this book is being written, and who was a former school- 
mate aud friend of Misa Chisolm, and who, in the sim- 
plicity of her pure heart, manifested lier tenderness for 
her memory by imploring the writer to ajwak of her in 
none but the highest terms, saya that the open and violent 
hostility of IVIis. Chisolm to alt Democratic ladies deterred 
her from visiting her friend during her sufferings. 

One of the pastors of the churches at De Kalb, the 'Rev. 
Mr. Love, who is well known to be a man of exemplary 
piety and kindness of heart, in answer to a question asked 
by tho writer, said tliat bis reasons for not visiting them 
were that, ou former occasions of distress in the family, be 
Iiad been especially invited, and that be cheerfully rendered 
his services, and on his not receiving any invitation during 
this time, and hearing of the conduct of Mrs. Chisolm to- 
ward others, he concluded that his services were not de- 
sireil and would not be agreeable. 
iVb sooner did Wells enter the Chisolm household, where 
Lo took up bis iibodc, tUaiij'VjereStQtXiiafe^mfciwyi'a.'i.'s.t.wiu., 
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every featnro of niattyrdom was engerly souglit for, m- 
vented aud garnered up for tlio joint purpose of revenge 
niid spueuliitioii, from which originated his "Chisolm 
Miiasacre." 

During tbia time the family were attended by Dr. Kline, 
(if Meriilian, a gentleman of conscientious character, and 
vmiiient in Lis profession, and though ho could only visit 
them at intervals, from such a distance, they received the 
Iteat attcutiou possible under the circumstances. Although 
there was not the least foundation for apprehending any 
further harm, the following absurd propositiou was made 
to the governor of the State, dictated by Wells, and 
SUaughnessy, who had lately arrived from Jaekson, re- 
tamed as bearer of the appeal : 

"To Hon. J. M. Stone, Governor of Mississippi. 

" Sib : Believing you to bo hamano, and desirous of pre- 
venting the needless effusion of blood, I most humbly and 
respectfully appeal to yon for aid in protecting my husband 
jiiul children, until such time as I am able, with those of 
them whom Gw\ in Lis mercy may spare to mo, to leave 
the county and their home. If you can aid me in behalf of 
my wounded and dying husband aud daughter, I would 
ask that Captain M. Shaughnessy, of Jacksou, bo authorlzetl 
to raise a body of men aufliciently large to protect and 
remove us to some place of safety. 

" Respectfully, 

Mhs. W. W. Chisolm." 

Tins letter was carried by Shaughnessy, in pei-son, to 
Jackson, and thence forwarded to Natchez, whore the 
governor was at that time, and to which he made the fol- 
lowing reply : 

"To M. SniUGHNESSY, Jackson, Miss. : 

" 1 cannot consent to your proposition to go to Kemper 
Couuty with a body of armed men. I will return as soon 
us iKissiblo. 



314 KBMPBR: OOmtTT TWDIOATBD. ■ 

Tbis corresiwndeiiCG no doubt served the purpose iu- 
teDtled. Yet prior to this the governor had visited in per- 
Koii Kemper Comity, for the puri>oae of ascertaining the 
true state of all'aira there, nnd, if needed, of rendering suvli 
aid to the Cliisolms as his presence aud constitutional 
jiowera might euable him to do. lie found everjtiiing 
riuiet, and not the least indication of any further danger 
to that family. He, however, directed the sheriff to l;c«p 
close watch and deal i)romptly with any demonstration 
of that character, whicli was all he could do nuder 
toior of his authority. lie also ordered the sheriff to ap' 
lioint a special deputy to talio charge of a, guard to ite coni- 
l>osed of such persona as tlio Ghisolms might name, but 
this offer ivas spurned by them ; they wanted Shaugbneasy 
iiud his troop of armed men to hnnt dowu such persons K^ 
they might prescribe, and not succeeding in this, which iU 
instigators could have had really no idea of doing, they re- 
jected, with distlain, alilie the offers of tlio governor and 
the citizens. Wliilo tlia administration of Governor StouB 
has been marked by an unswerving deterniinatiou to en- | 
Ibrce the laws, within the laws, without respect to persons ' 
or parties, ho was not to be tweedled into transcending the 
bounds of his constitutional authority; wliich authority 
had been lised ant! defined by the radical party itself. 

At the time of these occurrences, the Chisolms were re- 
ceiving numerous letters of condolence from their partisan 
Iriends in the North, and which Wells has trinniphantly 
arrayed as the rewards of " outraged innocence," one of 
which is hei-e inserted to show the spirit of the 8ymx)athy 
afforded. The letter is given in full. 

" PaiLADELpniA, Pa., Map 3, 1877. 
"Judge Chisolm: 

" In behalf of myself and fellow members of one of the 

nioatinHnential Republican clubs in this city, jtermit ns, one 

and all, to offer to your.seif and noble family our heartfelt, 

siiiacro .syinj)atliies iu Uiia, yowr hour of distress. Would 

to God wo conlil oflor 5011 raaUiVvaX u\otoi'Ci.w\ ^iwCi. viSis«xivii 



" KEMPEE COUNTY VINDICATED. 315 

id I Be of good cheer ; teep up a stont lieart, and may 
envcii Lear our prayers for your safety. The iutlisnation 
flth which we received the news of the luurderons attack 
» your gallant little baud has not yet aulisided, and 
ere the distance not so great, you shonid sit heneath the 
ladow of fifteen hundred breech loading rifles (the num- 
f our club). Ah! for just a few minutes' intervieio 
itb those cowardly miscreants who think it so chivalrous 
nd brave to murder defenceless Union men. Let them 
einember that although " the mills of God grind slowly, 
et they grind exce«duig Bmall," and that tlie avenging 

' ~ ssa will, at no distant day, blot them ont. Tlie people 
ere at the North are beginning to talk as they did in 1861, 
dU it is among the possible things to have "Sherman's 
arch" repeated. If you, or auy of your family, will com- 
innicate to me a full and fearless account of the events in 
Uich yon have all been such prominent actors, my thanks 
ill bo of a substantial nature. A friend at my elhow has 
iggestcd that if you are in need of fire arms, lie good 
)ougIi to give ua the name and address of a trusted friend. 
i the meantime, we will hope for your speedy recovery, 
id if there is any way in which we can serve you or yours, 
) as the favor to make it known at once. Pardon this 
tejointed epistle, for I am laboring undur some excitement 
om having just fluished the details of your martyrdom, 
iiich will account for my rambling thoughts and tremulous 
[urography. 

"Accept again our sympathies and well wishes, while 

r prayers, wo trust, are 'registered above for you all. 
" Yours shicerely, 

V. P." 

"While all these strains of sympathy for Mrs. Ohisolm 
ent the Northern skies, not one kind word came from that 
iiarter to soothe the bleeding heart of the widow Gnlly. 
be mangled body of her husband wiia now crumhliug into 
nst, but ho was oidy a Sonthern Democrat; and "the 

wer of them the better " was, no doubt, a true cspreasioQ, 
I that 8j>irit \v]i'w.h dictated th\a IkUct. \ 
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In tlie meantime, l>oth Ctiiaolm and his dangliter con tinned 
to grow weaker nntil tho 13th of May, when Cbisolm died. 
His deathj Iiy the advice of the attending physician, waa 
keiit a secret from the young lady, wlio, by this time, had 
grown very feelile. Although the surgeon had carefully 
extracted the fragments of the bracelet from her wrist, her 
arm was very much swollen from erysipelas, and showed 
symptoms of gangrene, caused by the poison of the alloy 
of which her bracelet was composed, in consequence of 
which the physician determined, on the 15th of May, two 
days after the death of her father, to perform a surgical 
operation. For tliis purpose, she was placed partially under 
the influence of chloroform, which was administered in 
small quantities— just enough to stupefy somewhat the sen- 
sation of pain, without perceiitibly impairing her other 
sensibilities. The surgeon then lanced her arm, which he 
had done before, and which had afforded her great relief; 
but she had now grown so weak, and her constitution was 
BO CDfeeblecI, that she died before the operation could be 
fully performed. It was, indeed, a horrible end, and the 
eircnmstances of her death will ever awaken feelings 
of sorrow and regret in the bosom of every citizen of 
Kemper County, and which will not be lessened by the 
fact that it was purely an accident; and that such was tlu 
ease cannot be questioned by any one acquainted with t 
circumstances. 

Slie was, indeed, a model of filial afFectiou, and possesse 
many qualities of mind and heart which, under more reflj 
ing influences, might have constituted her a type of t 
womanhood. She was buried by the side of lier father antf 
brother, on the Chisolui old place — a small, barren and 
dilapidated farm, about twenty miles distant from Do 
Knlb, but which Wells describes as " an oasis in the desert 
of Kemper County." Truly, a ludicrous stetcli to the citi- 
zens of that neighborhood 1 After perusing this painful 
narrative, the reader will, no doubt, think that the facts 
fiirolsh suflicicut material for all tho purposes of the tales 
of elegy, but not so v.*iVU U\eao \ni-nwQ\ie.t?> q1 -^Vvtiaal 
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animosity, wLosfi project now was to drive iv xirofitablo 
tratle iu tbo inoarniiig weetls. To add to the horror of iha 
ctrcumstauc(;e, they now diarged that the death of tlio 
young lady was caused by the malpractice of the phy- 
sician, induced by political prejudices. This charge a 
leading Democratic paper, the Vickalmrg Herald, had tha 
indiscretion to make haste to publish, 1'of which the sur- 
geon promptly instituted a Ubel suit iu the circuit court at 
Vicksburg, aud in which he has recently obtained a Judg- 
ment for datuages against the editor aud proprietors of 
that iiaper. 

Tliis disiMsea of another falsehood which Wells made 
one of the pillars of his rickety ciliflco. Yet, not satisHeU 
with his attempts to asperse the bar, the press aud the 
iwople, ho has the audacity to enter, with his polluted gar- 
ments, the very threshold of the church, to lay hold of 
the sacred altars of religion, and besmear with slander the 
of the ministers of the Moat Migh. Ho says that 
'not a minister of tiie gospel, or a member of the cougre- 
l^tiou with which the mother aud daughter worshipped, 
ever visited them or offore<I their services at the burials." 
Whatever may bo tlio custoai elsewhere, it is not usual in 
Southern society for ministers of tlie gospel to i)erform 
either marriage or burial ceremonies without special invit^i- 
tioD; and the Kev. Mr, Ellis, now the presiding elder at 
Meridian, who was then pastor of the Methodist church at 
De Kalb, of which these ladies were members, says that 
he did not visit them, it is true, because he was far away, 
hut that ho addressed a letter to Mrs. Chisolm, before the 
death of her husbaud and daughter, tendering them his 
sympathy and a^U-ieo, aud offering to forego his duties of 
ministration and all his appointments elsewhere, and go to 
if she desired him to do so. To this oft'er he received 
reply; yet he, in company with another minister, the 
iv. Mr. Glann, called to sec her very soon after the death 
her hiisbiind and daughter. But agaiu Welia says 
.fter diligent inquiry, it is yet to be learned that any 
rman preaching iu De Kalb, BtiociVia ot ^ecv>&aji.— 



H the sa 
^Biibea 
V^not! 



318 KEMPER COUNTY TINDrCATED. 

iininodiatelj' adjoining towns— has publicly alluded to tliia 
in iiiiy way. Wliat maybe said of tLo condition of society, 
wliicb 8o bridles tliu nioutba of tlie cbost;ii uieasengers of 
the great Prince of Pejice, that tliey dare not lift theic 
voices against sucli n crime as this, and that because of the 
peculiar politieal faith of thoNe who are made i-ictims of the 
sacriQce!" Wclla surely had tlio opportuuity of learning, 
during liis rcsidi-nce in the Suutli, if be over visited tbo 
eburcbea— that i.s, those of tlic white people— which is 
questionable, that it is not the custom hero for " ministeis 
of the great Prince of Peace" to bai-augue uobs from tho 
pulpit, mingle politics, free lovisni and woman auttrage with 
religion, and constitute themselves censoi's of public policy. 
They do not believe that the " great Prince of Peace" set 
any such example; but he can, no doubt, find all be 
desires, in this respect, in tho great bloody shirt funeral 
sermon on the death of the Chisolius, preached by Bishop 
Gil. Haven, of the Methodist Ohnrcli, at Washington, on 
(he 15th of May, 1873. He will, doubtless, be pleased with 
the picture there drawn by this oracle of tho divine mind, 
and with the sentiments he there proclaims as the messenger 
of the "great Priuco of Peace." He will find there that 
the work begun at Bull Run should be kept up so long as 
a Southern man dares to raise his hand against the villauies 
of a carpet bagger or the outrages of a radical outlaw. lie 
will there learn that, if by any means they should be at 
last overtaken by the hand of justice, wielded iu the 
strength of despair, that they will fall "martyrs to tho 
declaration of independence," " to eqnal rights," " to tho 
purity of the polls," and for "the preservation of the 
American nation ;" and that, like the Mahommedan, they 
will be transported forthwith to the " land of (he blessed," 
where they will receive immediately the full reward of 
their sacred martyrdom ; although, like W. W. Cliisolm, 
(hey should, in tho bitterest language of profanity, scout 
everj tenet of religion and spurn every me-Rsage of these 
"messeugiirs of the great l?r'u\ce vH \?t.acfc." Yet Bishojk 
Gil Uavep, for one, stands teady lo T^ttwaaaB. aa '»3r A- j 
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hiese sacred messengei'8, that "in Christ he lived," "for; 

blirist ho died," " with Christ ho dwells." Aud if thl 

felowiog i)ictnre nee^ls any further coloring of the 

Jlcgious, Wells stands by with brush iu h:iud. lie likens 

■ the nttiick upon GLisoliu to that n])on the Saviour of man- 

I kind, aud compares tlie death of his daughter i\ni\ son to 

I the "slaughter of the inuoccuts" of Bethlehem. But 

I will leave the hishoi) and the carpet Lagger to hold their 

faith iu auity of spirit, in the bonds of slander and in 

hj-pocrisy of life. 

However horrifying were the details of the death of 
Chisolm and Gilmer, and however t^irible were the circum- 
stances, it must be confessed that all regrets were inncU 
pacitied by the consideration of the great change in tho 
state of affairs of the county — a change which leit its mark 
upon every feature and phase of society. Men, women and 
children could now lie down to sleep without dread of the 
OHxassiu or the incendiary ; arms that had long been woni 
for self defence were now laid away as uo longer needed, 
and a generiil feeling of confidence was restored between 
the two races; and in all the affairs of life men again felt 
that their li^es and their property were their own. Tho 
county warrants, which, under tho Chisolm rule, were as 
low as thirty cents on tho dollar, now rapidly advancotl to 
ueiirly par value, and every kind of business received a 
L new impetus and new encouragement thi-oughout tho 
^L county. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



It now becomea nocessary to agaiu introdnce tbe iiogi« 
lioy, Walter Ililt^y. It has boon already stutetl tliiit, jvller 
tlic murder of young Dabbs, several years before, jhhI for 
wbicli lie was indicted, lie fled, and took lefiige soinewlicro 
iu Toiuiessee, and that, a few days after tlio return of Gil- 
mer from St Loiiia, and ou the night iirevions to the 
assassination of Joliu Gully, ho had been seen iu the neigh- 
borhood of De Kalb. It was now asceituincd that be had 
also been seen a few days after that e\'eut about Stoolm, 
and since then had been seen no more in the county. Ui»on 
this, a ngorous effort was made to Eiscertaiu his place of 
abode, which proved successful; and Henry Gully i)ro- 
ceeded at once to Tennessee, where he succeeded in arrest- 
iug and IrriDgiiig him back to Kemper Gouuty. Ilern h» 
was immediately takcu into the custody of the sheriff and 
locked up in jail. At the next term of the circuit court, 
which was in September, ho was put upon tiial for tbe 
uinrder of Dabbs. The proof against him was positive, 
aud ho was conricted and sentenced to be lnuig; alter 
which he made a full confession of this crime, and also of 
the assassination of John W. Gully, on the 2Gth of ApriL 
'i^he circumstances of his suddeu and secret return at tliat 
time, his billing of Gully and his prompt departure from 
the county, seemed to connect him closely with the move- 
jnenta of Chisolm and Gilmer. The absence of the latter, 
after the former's return from St. Louis, counected with 
other circumstances, seemed to strongly indicate tbe proba- 
bility that Gilmer had gone after aud brought him down 
with him. In addition to this, it was also ascertained that 
Chisolm, immediately on his return, a fww days before 
Gilmer, bad gone to Mobde and borrowed one thousand 
fioUars trotn the firm of Dew & Kirksey, under the pieteuco 
that be waated it for the \ra^osft o'i scaiS^iij, \^s, «aa. to 
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college. Of thia money, it waa said that Walter Eiley lind 
seventy-five dwllars in liis pocket. Be tliis as it may, the cir- 
cumstances combined certainly afforded grounds for grave 
suspicion that Uhisolm and Gilmer were the procurera of 
the crime; but no coufesaiou of tliat character conld be 
obtained from Riley. All tbat conld be elicited from bim 
in this respect wore some mysterious and guarded hints 
tliat he bad accomplices. 

Yet tLere were hopes tbat be would eventually make a 
fill! confession, and clear up all the mystery connected witU 
the killing of Gully. For this purpose, when tbe day 
arrived on wbicb be was to have been hung, a respite was 
granted him; still he contiuued obstinate and impervious 
to every imjjortuuity. He would frequently lead bis inter- 
rogators to believe that he was about to divulge tbe whole 
matter and gratify their expectations, and then, as if in 
mockery of their anxiety, be would dash their hopes down, 
and leave them no food for their conjectures save the same 
mysterious hints. This inexplicable conduct he continued 
to tbe very last moment of his life. Not long before the 
second day fixed for his execution, a circnmstance occurred 
which seemed calculated to add strength to the still ua- 
sbakeu belief in the complicity of Chisolm iu the crime. 
By means of a file, which ho said was furnished him by a 
friend, whoso name ho would never give, be succeeded iu 
Bevering the chains by which he was fastened, aud then 
in passing out of tbe jail. A diligent search was imme- 
diately begun, and the next day he was found in Cbis- 
olm's gin bouse, some miles away. The horses of day 
Ohisolm and a cousin of his, named Bird, were standing in 
the gin house lot while they were hunting iu the forest, not 
far distant. Kiley leaped out of the house and ran, but he 
was pursued aud captured, after having hred a nearly fatal 

lot at one of his pursuers with Chisolm's pistol. He also 
dChisolm^s double barrel gun iu the gin house with him, 
\ It was thought now that these circmustancos could be 

led to induce him to make a full statement, but they 

wiled nothiug in tbat respect. 

m 



I 



323 KBMPBR oouNTT vmmoimnfc 

Oil h'lA bcin^ recaptured, he made a written cniifessioii, 
it ia true; but all, except liis killing of Dabba and Gull.v, 
was as vague and indefiiiito as ever. All lie would aa.v iu 
rcft^reucB to his acconiplicea was tbat ho waa persuaded to 
kill Gully by bud compauy, and tliat wliat he iitcanl by bad 
company were those tliat eiicoui'ayed blm to diiuk and 
aggcd liiin on to the coniuiissioii of crime. 

Oil the 7tli of December bo was again led ont to tbe gid- 
lows. He walked with a firm step, and so indifferent was 
his uianncr and heroic his bearing, that there are i-easona 
to Iwlicve that he was not yet convinced that he waa really 
goiug to he hung. His respite on tl»e day first appoiuted for 
his execution no doubt left some hope, at least, that the 
same thing would be repeated, esjiecially as he had not yet 
made the disclosure expected. In his bosom alone now 
lay hidden the secrets of John Gully's assassination; and 
that he yet clung to those secrets as the means of again 
prolonging his life, if not of saving it altogether, is still 
believed by many. Ciiiaului and Qilmer were in their 
graves, and the immediate cause of their deaths was the 
belief that they had comiiasscd the death of John W. 
Gully ; and while there m»y have been ample justification, 
not resting aloiie upon this belief, yet it was naturally a 
matter of great anxiety, on the part of the people, that tlo 
whole mystery should be cleared up, and relieve their con- 
scieuces from the assaults of the possibility of these me" 
being innocent of tbe particular charge tliat drew such du* 
retribution upon their heads. And now, when the cart 
halted under the gaUows, and Eiley leaped so impatiently 
and hurriedly upon the scaffold, expectation was raised to 
the highest degree. The erowd now gathered around tlio 
platform upon which the doomed man was standing, cou- 
tinned to implore him to confess, and manifested a state of 
anxiety which still seemed to afford him ideasuie. A corre- 
spondent of the Cincinnati Gazette was present and made 
notes of the proceedings, Uut it is a pity for the Atnerican 
press that au intelligent newspaper correspondent could 
uat dtiscvibe the ia-ata of this iiohimu suouo without tint~. i 
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nditloa of sensational expressions, iiuil tlie garb of ro- 

nauco with wbicli lie Las (liaK'iis&I tliu trutL. VVLilo 

Ijis statements are trnc as to tlieir main features, tliey are 

warpod l)y liis efforts to produce sensation, and by tlie pre- 

rjudice wLicli caused liiui to iHitiru from tlie scene witli con- 

wsed feelings of triuai|)li that Kiley bad refused to tbe last 

i positively implicate the Cbisolm dau iu the killing of 

&al[y. 

LThe idea of putting into tbe mouth of this unlettered and 
phoraitt negro the words of a Jerome, a Latimer, or a Eid- 
' , is so ludicrous as to almost atone for tbo niisrcprc- 
ititntion. Here is tbis correspondent's picture of tbo con- 
wion and last niomenls of Waiter Kiley, published in the 
^ncinuati Gazette, December 12, 1877: 

"Being asked by tbe Rbcriff if be bad anything to say, 
^e condemned inan ivplied, ' A great deal. I want to talk 
L hour.' Again tbere was a stretching of necks 
fad a general mnriniir. Then said the slicnff, 'Men, 
(Salter Kiley will spcait to yon. Let all bo attcutirel 
ind the prisoner stepped to tbe fi-ont, and bowing graoe- 
(ally, spoke as follows : ' Well, I stand here on tbo brink 
of eternity to address my old neighbors ami friends for 
the last time. Bnt I feel tbat, wicked as I bave been, 
[ am freely forgiven, and am going to a merciful God, 
riiave been a wicked man, bnt now I feel no fear — 
1 fear of tbo great God, and only sorrow for tboso I 
For my poor old mother, whose heart is almost 
Pokeii this day, and lor my wife and three poor little 

Idldren away up in Tennessee ^ At tbis point tbo 

^Wsoner faltered a moment, but in a few seconds resumed, 
in a calm and dignified tone: 'Ibavo been a bad man, 
and yon see it has brougbt mo to a bad end. My grave is 
[dug in the woods as though I was a wild man, and my 
tion is among the despised. I am not to be laid to rest 
b my race, nor numbered as one among the dead of the 
J me no concern, for God will raise 
:ind bill in the pine forest, 
that awt'ttVdav. Ifcatw 
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of tliis congregation, for I am soon to stand before a 
mightier congregatiou tban tbis oarth ever saw. I forgive 
all who have injured me, aud beg forgiveness of all. I 
liltss uiy fi'ieDds and I bless my euemiea, I am guilty of 
those two marders, and I alone am guiity, bnt I have traly 
repented, aud hope for pardon.' The prisoner here exhorted 
nt great length, aud several times i-epeated his confession 
of having killed Bob Dabbs, in 1S71, the crime for which he 
was convicted, and John W. Gaily in April last; the^j 
hnceled and offered a fervent prayer. He then confessed 
again iiud was silent. 

"Shorifl': 'Would any of the people like to ask Walter 
a question V Then ensned a peiformance, the like of which 
jirobably was never before witnessed at any legal execu- 
tion. A murmur of qnestions rose on all sides, a dozen 
speaking at once, till the sheriff said : ' Let l>r. Fox talk !' 

"Dr. Fox: 'Walter, you told me when we last talked 
that you killed John Gully, and that you were alone. Wai 
that correct V 

" ' It was.' 

" ' Were you hired to do it^' 

" ' No, sir.' 

" ' Kemeniber, Walter, you are going into eternity s 
and if you can speak a word to relieve the minds of t 
people, do It — please do it, for your own sake and the sake 
of this distracted county.' 

" From all sides the cry was repeated : ' Tell us, Walter, 
tell us why you killed John Gully ; tell us who got you to 
do it, and relieve the minds of the people.' 

" ' Well' (hesitatingly), ' 1 might say 1 was persuaded to 
do it, but ouly by bad company.' 

"'Walter! Walter!' almost shrieked an old man ia the 
crowd, ' don't you know there ia no hope of a heaven f oi 
you if you go into eternity with a lie in your mouth V 

" ' Yes ; I know that.' 

" ' And don't yon know that if yoH keep back the t 
it Ja as bad as to tell a lie V 
"Sberiil' fiiiipaiicntly) ; ' "^ea, -sea-, ViaVtei: uwderstan^ 
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" Old man : ' Then let Lim Bi>eak aud relieve tbo peoplu. 
tod caunot forgive anybody who keeps back the tiuth.' 
"And from aU Kidos again ciimo tho appeal: 'Tellns, 
Walter, what led to the murder of John Gully.' 
" ' Well' — a long pause — ' I was persuaded into it." 
"'\Vlio, who, who persuaded you?' 'Well, only bad 
company.' 
" ' Wbat bad company 1 who was it V 
" ' Well, I call all that bad company that leads a laau to 
drinking, and from that to mnrder.' 

" ' Ob, dear, dear, dear !' groaned tho old man, ' he's going 
into the presence of God with a lie in his moutb.' • • • 
" I now saw that Dr. Fox was deeply affected. 
" He spoke again : 

"'Walter, don't you see that these people are troubled in 

their minds? lu your monthlies the issue of life aud death 

to the persona here. You may save the innocent by point- 

^^^g out the guilty. You have to die. Ko one here can help 

Hpr liarm yon. Tell us if you Lavo any other knowledge, 

^pbd give relief to the innocent and the troubled,' 

~ " But the prisoner, with the same calm dignity and 

measured tones, without a trace of fear, replied : 

" ' Doctor, I know I've got to die. Man can't save me. I 
only am guilty.' 

"A young man si>oke: 'Whose gnu did you kill him 
vithV 

' Well, it was a gun I bad.' 
' But whose V 
'Well, one I bad.' 

'Did you bring it from Tennessee when you came to 
Mil John Gully V 
" ' I didn't come purpose to kill him. I was a working 
I way on the railroad. That's how I came to be 
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' Then why did you kill him ?' 
'Well, I heani he was after me.' 
"Again the blear eyed old man sung out in a sort 
tirbtDiug tone: ' God cau't forgive auybody who kfie.o& .| 
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back part of tlie trutli. Tell it all, Walter.' Then fi-om all 
Hides rose ii coninsed shout : ' Tell it, tell it ! You've got to 
ilic for it. Them tliat brought you hcreougbt tobekuo\vn, 
Tlieje's uo I'epi'ievo lor you tbis time.' (Refening to the 
fact that bo bad previously been respited when on bis ivaj 
to tbo gallows.) 

" ' There are too many talking,' said the Bberiff, angi 

"' Let Dr. Fox talk to him.' 

" ' Yes,' said tbo doctor ; ' I believe Walter will tell 
' Wlioae guu was it, Walter f 

" ' I got tbe gun from Hezzy Jack.' 

"'Ab, ah!' rau around tbo crowd; 'it's coming now 
boll tell about it now. 

" But lie didn't. At any rate, he did not tell what tbey 
wanted to know. lie said he got the gun of Hezzy J; 
and that be know Jack worked for Judge Chisolra. 

" Then Dr. Fos came fo the direct question : 

" ' Did yon sec Judge Cbisolm or Gilmer about itl' 

" ' No, sir ; never,' 

" ' Did they send you any word V 

" ' No, sir ; if tliey did I never got it.' 

"Again the blear eyed old man groaned out: "O Walter^ 
Walter, tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the tnith, or you can never enter heaven I ' 

*' For over an hour did tbis sickening business go on, the 
poor, tortured man i'e])lyiiig iilways with gentleue&s and 
dignity, that beyond what he ha<t stated he knew nothing, 
and the whole crowd urging and contradicting him in half 
whispers. It seemed to me the most curious, irregular and 
illegal proceeding ever bad in any civilized country. Then 
Mr. Brame, a magistrate, and a fair minded man, I thiut, 
from the acquaintaueo I have with him, said : ' Walter, 
let me tell you the law. What you say now can't bo used 
against any one. You are dead in law. No one can be 
touched unless there is other evidence than yours. But it 
is to satisfy the miuds of the people. There is a mystf 
about the deiith of John Gully that must be cleared 
C'aii'tyou tell who persuaded vjoq to V\Vi.V\m,wa4^we 
oommuaity reliefT 



the 
\va^^ 

I 

ow; 
they 




OOTJNTT VINDICATBD. 



327 



. Brame, I caii't go before God with a, lie iu my 

"rnoutli. If any white man Lad anything to do with it, I 

don't know it, Nobody ever sent me any word that I ever 

got, only I told Hezzy Jact, and he said, 'all right, go 

KBhead.' 

^> "The whole crowd then foil to questioning again, and 
BgUcited the fact that Kiloy took forty dollars in money, a hat, 
^liair of boots, and a roU of cloth from Gully. In the midst 
of the hubbub the sheriff suddenly called out: 'William 
Eiley, will you come np here?' and a venerable old man 
ascended the scattbhl. The prisoner began to whisper to 
him, when the crowd shouted : ' Louder, louder, louder ! let 
na all hear!' The-aged man, who was a preacher, turned 
to the crowd, and said; 'Brethren and friends, I have a 
lew words with you. Tliat man (pointing to the prisoner) 
was once my property. He still bears my name, lie was 
^»bad boy, as he has told yon. But I have not come here 
^Uo play the detective on him. I came only to exhort him 
B(b troe repeutauce. He that confessetli his sius only shall 
^MW forgiven.' The old man then offered a fervent prayer, 
and said : ' Walter, In a very few minutes yon are to stand 
before God. I believe it is the will of God yon should con- 
fess to these people. Keeping back the truth is as bad as a 
~ Tell it, Walter, tell it all ; and may the great Searcher 
f hearts accept yott in his everlasting kingdom.' 
f "Walter: *INo,no. I cannot die with alio iu my mouth, 
Bud I cannot say what this crowd wants me to say. I am 
Kailty. I cannot bring an innocent man into tbis-thing. 
) my friends, you do not believe me now I I know yon do 
not ; but the great day will come, when in the presence of 
a far mightier congregation than this, you will know I 
have told the truth, and with those words I am willing to 
meet my God.' For the lirst time he showed impatience, 
bnt the crowd persisted in questioning him about his at- 
tempt to escape from jail. Ho replied that the file was 
furnished by a friend, and he did not think a just God 
fould require him to betray that friend. lie insisted that 
Si^iusolina tutiw nothing o£ liia eSKa'^fti "iiAi^ "Oiia-X. "^ixii 
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Clay Ghisolm's cousin, only knew it wlien ho went to the 
gin bouse. Again and again did the crowd urge liim, and 
always with the phrases: 'Tliero ia trouble and sorrow 
among us.' 'Do speak and relieve the minds of the people,' 
etc. At lust, when this torturing process bad continued an 
hour and a halt', the sheriff ended it by suiumoning a 
colored itreacher, who oBered prayer. Walter took the 
hymn hook, and he himself gave out, two lines at a time, in 
the Weeleyau method, the hymn : ^^m 

" And muBt Ibia faeble body Fail, ^^^| 

And must il Rink nnd die? ^^^H 

kAnd same bIiuU quit; tbis mournful rata ^^H 

And soar to worlds on high," ^^^H 

"He led the singing in a clear voice, then eang a Bhoi^^l 
hymn alone; knelt and offered a moving prayer. ]ffirf^^ 
brothers and a lew colored people hurried np to bid him 
good bye. Uis old master came, shook Iiands fervently 
and hurried away into the forest, the tears streaniiug,^^ 
down his face. The black gown was tlien put ou him, ao^^H 
the black cap drawn over his head, and the ropo adjustail^^l 
Then said he, ' 1 want to speak last to Dr. Fox.' ^^B 

" The doctor humed forward, and such was the anxiety 
of the crowd tor a confession that there were murmurs all 
around. 'Ah, he'll tell who hired him now; ho didn't 
believe ho was to die before I' But, as the doctor told 
me, Eiley only murmured in his car, 'One minute and I 
shall stand before God. All I have said here is true.' 
There was an awful pause. His lips moved in prayer. 
The sheriff severed the rope with a single blow, and 
though Kileyfell bet two feet his neck was broken, aud 
he died almost without a struggle. From fii'st to last ho 
had not exhibited a, tremor of fear, nothing more than a 
slight impatience at the persistent questioning." 

Unfortunately, this is the only written description of this 
scene, by an eye witness, that has yet been given to the 
public, and that it savors strengly of the sensational and 
ar/iiimeiitaiivii id too clear to escape observation. Yet the I 
MiiiLT has taken tbe pains to read, tisis^M:^'jJ6.s'& \» wsa.v.'s j 
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10 were present at tbe hanging of Eiley, including tlio 
fiUr nUnded man to whom this correspondent alludes, and 
they all concur that while there are many things truly 
said, there is much oversaid and much unsaid in it. 

While Riley contended that what he did say was the 
trnth, he never once said that it was the whole truth, and 
from bis hesitations and evasions throughout the whole 
time of his imprisonnieut, and at the time of the hanging, 
down oven to the moment of his death, leaves no qnestiou 
hut tlat ho died with tbe untold secret of Gully's murder 
in his breast. 

The Eev. Mr. T. F. Brame, a highly respected mtDistcr 
of the gospel, who was sent for by Itiley, while in prison, 
just before his death, expresses hia candid opinion that 
although Kiley made free use of exjiressions of penitence, 
lie believes his heart was utterly incapable of any such 
sensibility. He had promised time and again diiring his 
confinement that he would tell all at the proper time, and, 
seemed, tu tbe very last, to take niifeigued pleasure in 
feeding the anxiety and curiosity of the people. He ha^l 
previously said, and then denied, that be nbtabied the gun 
from nczzy Jack, and never would he say that Chisolm and 
Gilmer were not his associates in the assassinatiou. His 
auswer was invariably that he was persuaded into it. 

As to tbe sensational pbrases with which this corre- 
fipoudent has interlanled his descriptions of the scene, 
such as " There is trouble among us." " Do speak and re- 
lieve tbe minds of this people," which he puts into tbe 
months of the interrogators of Kiley, they are universally 
pronounced to be utterly false by all who were present, 
with wliom tbe writer has conversed. Because tbe gen- 
eral belief in tbe complicity of Chisolm and Gilmer in the 
killing of Gully broke the back of ])atience, affords no 
if that the old camel would not Anally have sunk down 
without this additional burden. So far as tbe Justifi- 
catiou of the mob was concerned, it was sufticient that the 
circumstances of tbe death of Gully, added to the former 
JffiowM crimes of Uhigolm andG'Am6t,ii'te».'yi>\.'i\i&NsAai^ 
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I tiible belief in their guilt. Surely positive knowledge coin 

I lio but little more in the way o<' Jnstiflcation. Indeetl, tbe 

I livtter might have had tlie cfl'ent of preventiug the mob by 

I Ihe certainty of legal ]ninishment. 

I Tliero is truly an nnfathornablo mystery connected with 

I the whole careiT of Walter Uiley in this matter. That he 

I Hiioiihl have left his family far away in Tennessee, at that 

I time, and hmrieil to Kemper Connly, where there was an 

I indictment pending against him for murder, feeling his way 

I amid the forest and beneath the shadows of the night, 

I avoiding every eye but that of llezzy Jaek, from whom he 

I borrowed the gun, concealing himself by the road side, kiil- 

I ing and robbing Gully, iiud then making his way back to 

I Teiiuessee in the same claudestiuo niauner, without ade- 

I qnate indncemcuts, is a perplosity which must llnd a aolu- 

I tion outside of the known characteristics and elements of 

I human nature. Yet all the reasons he wonld ever give 

I Avere, "Well, I heard he was after me," aud again, hesi- 

I tatingly, "Well, I was persuaded to do it." Who these 

I instigators were, is a question to which the reader must 

I find an answer deep down the chain of events which ho has 

I followed in the progress of this work; it jnnst be made up 

I from the mingled voices of the many circumstances that 

U liave thronged his pathway. That the killing of Gully was 

I closely connected with the previous attempt to assassinate 

I liim, either by the identity of actors, the identity of cause, 

I or the identity of design, there can bo no question. 

■ There are many today who, notwithstanding the confcs- 
I sion of his guilt, believe that Walter Kiley had directly 

■ nothing to do with the killing of John Onlly. When found 
I gnilty of the murder of Dabbs his execution became a cer- 
I t.iiuty, and his confession as to the killing of Gully could 
I not alfect his fate. The total absence of every manifestation 
B of fear, his remarkable iiidifl'erence and apparent callonsneaa 

■ to every feeling of humanity, suggest that his confessions 
I were more the offspring of a eallona Leart than of a qulok- 

■ enetl oonscieace. There arc otVvftia 'sAio believe that in con- 
Mseqaeiice of his previoa8Teapvtft,V'!.ftQ'o\i\vtfi\,\ft^via,yMj.t 
Wjie n-ould be liiing at all, aniV tUa^ as i:^^^^^^^^ ^'t 'Ciia"-"— 
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iiiatioQ souglit from him by the people had been the causo 
of the former delay, he espeeted that its reservation would 
ikgain have that result, aud that liis life would bo spared ao 
loug as ho retained the seoret. Wliile others, again, believe 
lliat he had euterod into oaths of secrecy and fidelity witli 
Ilia accomplices, which he considered more bindiug than 
tlie obligation to Instray them, even in the face of deiith, 
;i!id in this opinion the writer, after a critical view of all 
the circumstances, must conour. Wlieu asked who giivo 
bim the file with which be severed bis chains, at the time 
be escaped from tlio jail, be replied that it was furnished 
him by a friend whom ho would not betray, aii<I that bo 
did not l3elie\'e God required him to do ao, and that frieiitl 
remaios unknown to day. 

"Whatever may have been the exact arrangements for 
tho killing of Gnlly, or whoever niny have been the jiarties 
to tbe deed, it is certain that Kiley acted his part of the . 
plot with skill and life long fidelity. So martyr ever went 
to the stake with more calm and perfect resignation than 
did, apparently, this doubly dyed criminal to tho gallows; 
exclaiming, as bo stepped iuto eternity, that what he had. 
said was true, but that he bad not told all. That a,U uow 
lies buried with him in tho sand hill, there to remain ever 
Liddeu from mortal man until the great panorama of time 
shall pass its scenes in review, and ita secret scrolls shall 
bo deciphered to every eye. 
~. The curtain uow falls npou the last act of the bloody 
rama, and let ns turn from these terrible scenes, bearing 
Rth us only the lessons tbey have taught us, and with tho 
reflection that there is a Power that shapes the end of all 
things, and who can fashion the fruits of human depravity 
into a balm for the healing of nations. 
^^P ;It is to be hoped that tbe crimson lines in which these 
^Hhsons have been written will ever be a warning to the 
^^^i^nt, the assassin, an<l the outlaw, and continue to be a 
^glaring menace of the terrible retribution which sooner or 
later will overtake him who dares to inva<lo the aanctiiacy I 
of society, ami trample upon Ihe aantei. iv^\& oit "Csiaj 



be de 
■LTh< 
^^fram 
HPth 



KHMPBE OOUNTT VnTOIOATED. 



CnAPTER XIV. 

Tbe feeling of perfect peace and good will to nil ineD tbat 
lias, siuce tJie deiitli of Cliisolin, ruigned supreme in Keni- 
l)er Cimnty, has been disturbed ouly by tlie vaiu, but liar- 
rassing effort to bring a large number of tlie citizens of 
tL« county to punisbment before llie courta. Tbe Federal 
aiitborities continued tbeir prosecution of tbe tbirty-oiio 
citizens reported by Cbisolm, Gilmer and tlieir confeder- 
ates for violating tlio enforcement act. 

TLeir cause was continued from the appearance term, in 
May, 1877, by tlio consent of counsel, till the ensuing No- 
vember, when it was again postponed to a special term in 
the following February. They were tlien placed upon 
trial for tbe alleged violation of tbe enforcement act of 
Congresa, iu iutimidatiug Chiaolni ami preveutint; liim 
from a fieo and uninterrupted canvass during his candi- 
dacy for a member of Congress. Sirs. Chisolni and tbe 
chief members of the elan appeared as witnesses for tbe 
prosecution. Their testimony was taken, and the assist- 
ant United States district attorney debvered an argu- 
ment hvsting two lionrs; but as tbe prosecution failed to 
make out any case whatever, the counsel for tbe defenco 
declined to introduce tiieir witnesses, but obtained their 
charges, and submitted the case to tbe jury, which re- 
turned iu a few minutes with a verdict of " Not guilty." 

Thus, before a radical United States Judge, and an im- 
liai'tial jury, this prosecution, which bad caused these citi- 
zens 80 mnch trouble and expense, proved to be without 
the least foundation in law or iu fact. Notwithstanding 
this, a Cincinnati paper had the boldness to publish, in 
substance, the following ludicrous article : "Mrs. Chisolm 
has retui'ucd from Jackson, Mississippi, where she has 
beoii attemUns as a witnosa agaivvst the Kemper County 
rioters, for iutiiuidabiiig Aiet Uus\jaBi. iuvmiiVui va.'ct.x'ixa 
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for Congrosa. Sho says tliat slio was uot permitted oven 
to prove tfant her husband vias s, citizen of tLe United 
States." After the rkldance of tliis troiiblo Ibe citizens re- 
fnrtied to tlieir homes and again, iu the hopes of peace, <le- 
voted tbomselves to their several vocations. Hut their 
]io[)cs were uot to be realized. 

Iu tho .meantime, pressed on by the Stiite authorities, 
who seemed anxious to gratify Northern scntimiint, by a 
legal investigation, and by the strict injunctions contained 
ill the charge of the presiding judge, a portion of which is 
given in the appendix to this work, the grand jury of Kem- 
per County had, at the September term of the circuit court, 
presented indictments against six or seven persons who were 
present at the tilling of Chisolm, and soon after their releaeO 
by the Pederal authorities they were arrested and placed 
under recognizance to answer to these indictments. That 
such a proceeding was dictated only by a desire to main- 
tain the t<>rms and ceremonies of the law, and to havo a 
jtidicial investigation and interpretation of the matter, in 
order to appease the clamors of the radical jtreas, is boyoud 
question. For there were two or three hundred persona 
present at the riot on tlie 29th of April, each of whom was 
either a principal or an accessory to the killings, and each 
one was as guilty as any oLlier, in one or the other of these 
capacities, and an attempt to punish six or seven men for 
the acts of the whole county is as absurd as would be the 
attempt to punish a whole county for the same act. 

There is no man in Kemper County bo penitent for tha 
consequences of the riot of the 20th of April, 1S77, or so 
lowt to a sense of honor, as not to sympathize with those 
men whom it is sought, by these indictments, to make 
atone for the acts of tho whole body of the assailants, t 
And as to a judicial investigation of the matter, there is 
no occasion for that. No one denies but that it wsis a high 
handed exercise of mob law, and no investigation would 
be worth auything that did not comprehend tlie causes o( 

Btte riot. 

l^ty^ ac eiercise of that liiglier \a.\i iN\iA.dQ-Sa\ifci«wVj 



the reacU of all commou or statute law ; one of tlioBO occa- 
sions ^liicli arise iu tUe afTairs of men beyond the contem- 
plation of all written law, to attempt to grapple with wliich 
the conrts but impair their own efficiency^ and bring their 
own power into contempt. 

Aa an eviileiiee of the general sympathy for the men 
whom these iudictiuents seeli to sacrifice as a propitiation 
for tlie crime of the county, the grand jurors who presented 
tbem soon afterward sent up the following petition to the 
governor : 

"State of Mississippi, 
Kempeh County, Jfovemher, 1877. 
"To bis Excellency J. M. Stone, Governor of tbe State of 
Alississippi : 

"Tour petitioners most respectfully represent that wo 
were members of the grand jury of Kemper County, at the 
late fall term of tbe Circuit Court, and under our oaths wo 
believe that we discharged our duty, and that we did it 
conscientiously. However we might have been inclined to 
spare men, we dared not, in view of the oath we had taken, 
and tUe law as given ns by the court. Wo felt, and still 
feci, that the rigid duty we were conutrained to perform 
was harsh; and we feel a great relief iu understanding 
that, since we may have been compelled to do that which 
was baraii, it lies iu your power, conaisteutly with law and 
right, to undo it in a wise and judicious exercise of your 
merciful prerogative as governor. 

"Wliite we have discharged our duty fearlessly and 
honestly, as we claim, we think that wo do nothing incou- 
eistent with our action as graud jurors, when, in gratidca- 
tion of our feelings, we most respectfully and earnestly pray 
you to relievo all those wlioin we weie compelled to prefer 
charges against conoeruing the riot of tlm 20th of April, 
18T7, by the interposition of your pardoning power. 

" Wo do not enter into thereasonsof tlmview we take of 

tlio Jiiir^ihncss of the dnty wo bad to \>orforni, but assure 

jviir csceUency tli:it woUonestVs e,n\artM:TO\.\\\i(s^\\\\w.\iij 
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cerning it. Aa old citizens of Kemper County, fiimiliiv 
with it8 trials and tronbles, ainl knowing the actors ia 
theiii, we expresa to your excellency our firm conviction 
that the granting of our petition wilt accomplish more 
toward the promotion of peace aud good order in our 
county than the relentless prosecution of these cases, which 
we know will he irritating, and will produce continued ex- 
citement, riiiiQlng through the whole body of the county, 
and we fear will produce rather than quiet disorders. 
Executive kindness and clemency now will place our people, 
who long for quiet and t)cace, under such great and lasting 
obligatioua to bo law abiding and peaceful, that wo express 
to you our tirm belief that they would not forget it. We 
have confidence in your wisdom and statesmanship, and 

I hope that they will combine to favor our request. 

I " (Signed.) 

I "A. M. Moore, J. J. Tinsley, 

Wesley Gcig-gs, Jas. R. Key, 

L A. P. OVICBSTREET, C. CALVEET, 

^^K^ J. C. Hasehagk, W. J. Flake, 

^^H W. H. TnOMAS, W. T. lliEBOUE, 

^^^H John TsiiBY, T. J. Cqebbt, 

^^™ P. McCaleb, W. K. Stehhis, 

V I. M. GiLLIS." 

t The goveruor decUnod to interpose his pardoning power, 
C And these cases are to uudergo a trial at the next term of | 
[ the Circuit Court of Kemper County. 

^ it is a pity that the governor, in view of the action of " 
rtha President of the United States and the Governor of 
k Louisiana in the forgery cases, did not comply with this 
I'petition, since " no punishment for past political offences" 
■ has become the policy of the administration, and of the 
rradical party, the governor might have very gracefully 
Ccstended the example to the prosecnted citizens of Kemper 
iConnty. 

I Notwithstaudiiig this, the people of the county seem to 1 
Ejbg pludd, ami tho vuttUua le^ ^Wb M 'tioa^ w^Ast^^n 
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prosecuted in olwdience to the law, ami their sEfferiiigs arc 
iieceasary lor the good of the peoi>Ie and the interest of the 
State, they ean but abide their fate with patience, and with 
the consolation that the act which brought them grief, 
brought peace, happiness and prosperity to their fellow- 
citizens. 

If the aiiffieieucy of the causes of the killing of Chisolm 
and Gilmer is a question of which the actors were incapa- 
ble of judging, neither are they competeut judges who 
have no experience, and, therefore, no aderinate concep- 
tion of these causes. The question lies beyond the ken of 
any merely conveutional interpretation of the moral code. 
When the beheading of Charles the First, and the execu- 
tion of Mary Queen of Scots, the horrors of the French 
revolution, the treatment of the Indians by the Puritans, 
and all other popular uprisings in history, claimed to have 
been for the good of society, shall have been assigned a 
fixed place in the realms of virtue or vice, then may a true 
moral iuterpretatiou be given to the coiiduct of the people 
of Kemper County in the Chisolra tragedy; anil until then 
we must leave the qnestion to the exposition of that higher 
law, which derives its force and sanction from the eternal 
right of self preservation, too sacred to abide the delays, 
deficiencies and nncertalnties of any fixed and fornjal 
code. 

Let those who, from a deceptive standpoint, take a false 
or partial view of these unfortunate circumstances, and 
who are blinded by the mirage of barbarity which sectional 
or partisan prejudice and ignorance picture to their view, 
remember that the Southern people, notwithstanding their 
misfortunes, have lost no sense of their rights, and no 
feature of their manhood, and that the same spirit in 
wliich Mississippi laid thousands of her sons upon the crim- 
son altars of war, is yet too vital to submit, for the sake of 
Puritanic heresies, to the oppression of outlaws. 
But, viewed in whatsoever light, the people of Kemper 
Coiuity irore in nowise resyonslWo Vot Uift state of things 
fMtit produced these events. 1£ t\iej aY>^a\\^ 'kd™. a. K\%-«,- 
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inl to law and order, tbat coiulition of society was duo 

the demoralizing effects of radical rule. If tbeir cause 
can be tracetl lo nu ungovernable popular passion, tliat 
passiou had boeu excited and goaded by a long and iutol- 
eniblo smcs of outrages, whieli would have produced a 
poimlar uprising in any other State or community iu the 
Union. No white people could have borne the oppressive 
rale wliich Chisolm exercised over this county by tho aid 
of the negro votes. 

Nor oau Kemper County bo made a lone target for the 
Hhafts of obloquy aud reproach, however wanting in justifica- 
tion may have been thia act of its people ; but along by its 
side mast be placed, in orbs of almost obscuring glare, tho 
reltgioua and Know Nothing outrages of New England, the 
Mormon riots of tho West, the railroad and coal riots 
of Pennsylvania, and the destruction of the Catholic con- 
vents in Boston, in which houses of religion were entered 
and burned, men, women and children were murdere<l and 
mutilated, and many driven out naked npou tlie cold chari- 
ties of the world, all ia the name of religion, public policy 
ir individual interest, and for which no man was ever pun- 
led by any human method. If the riots iu Kemper 

luuty were committed with a high hand and in defiance 
of every law, aud if tlio elements of barbarity entered into 
the act, it lias its counterparts and similitudes in every 
ITorthern State. Yet the radicals of that section pretend 
to view the people of Kemper County as savages. Peace, 
rbarisces ! 

I A late issue of the Inter-Ocean, a radical newspaper pcb- 
^hed in the City of Chicago, contained tho following 
■ditorial : 

\ "ILLINOIS MUEDEEEES. 

I " Tlt,rec hundred and fourteen of them sent doicn to JoUit in 
^eniy yean. Of these, one hundred and sixly-tico etaape after 
Wief iinprisonment, and walk the streets as free men. Ineon- 
miteertiblc figures show tltat three years and sic months is the 
meerage punishment fur Illinois assoMSifW. Ovoi jifty murder- 
m^,(efHe>icai to l/ie^nitentiary /or lyc, ollouici). lo ^o ^tt? J 
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"' What sliull be done witb our lunrderers ?' was the ang- 
gestive text of a tninister of tlio gospel, of this ci^, two 
weeks ago. 'The uaitli is fillcil witU violence," was 
aootlicr text from whioU a sermon was preaclieil on the 
eame day. These men of peace bud beeu led to this liue 
of thought oil iicGouiit of the terrible lessODS of the past 
six mouths. Itetl handed rnfliaua have walked onr streets, 
iirid respected citizens have been shot down iu cold blood. 
The Almighty himself has, as it were, heeu smitteu aud 
inanlted, aud it is time the pnlpit, the press, aud all re- 
Kpectable and law abiding citizens fearlessly expressed 
themselves against the maiidUu sentimentalism which has 
been conducive of such terrible results. Before the ques- 
tion, ' What aliall be done with our murderers ^' can be 
intelligently answered, it is necessary to ascertain what 
lias been done with that large portioa of the slayers of men 
who escape the garland of hemp which their crimes have 
won for them. To place these facts iu a reliable manner 
before its readitrs, the Inter-Ocean has taken the pains to 
have the records of the Illinois penitentiary for the twenty 
years ending December 31, 1877, searehcd, and the dis- 
posal of every murderer that has entered the gates of that 
institution duty chiouielod. Tlie list fairly bristles with ter- 
rible facts, and while it effectually answers the question, 
'What has been done with our murderers S' it certainly 
mast prove of iiioalculable assistauce to those who have au 
intelligent desire to solve the pressing question, ' What 
sliall be done with our ninnlerers'!' For all details the 
reader must refer to the complete list printed lielow. In 
brief, the investigation shows that iu twenty years, from 
January, 185S, to December 31, 1377, three hundred and 
fourteen murderers were found guilty of mnnler and scut 
to the State peniteutiary, at Joliet. 

" Of this number, ninety icero to undergo a sentence of life in 

the penitentiary, aud tliree or four loug terin« of iinprison- 

meut, i. e., ninety-nine years, sixty-oue years, dte., which 

jinn;tic!iUy means a lit'u sBUtonce. Twenty-three wero son- 

toiiccd to t\vc;ity-live scara awi \!L\>'«a\i-, ^istiiuty-oue 
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ffom tweoty years to twenty-five, auil tlie balauco of tlio 
OD6 liuiidred and seventy- nine to terms of imprisonment as 
low as one year, iiud an liij^li, as iu tlio case of BeeUe, of 
Winiiebayo Coanty, to nineteen yeiira. TLo records show, 
ill round numbers, that o«e hundred of these murderers have 
been deliberately pardoned out of the iieniteutiaiy, and that 
sixty-two have been discharged or got out iu other ways 
than through executive clemeucy ; twenty-one have either 
died or gone to the insane asylum, and ouly one hundred 
and thirty-one are now in the penitentiary. Of those who 
were sentenced for life, by far the greater portion have been 
pardoned out, and there now remain less thau forty life 
men iu tbo prison. There is not now in tiie penitentiary a 
life man who was there in 1858, nor but one who was there 
in 1868. Eight and nine years are the longest sentences, 
and these are exceptions. The average sentences of lllinoii 
a^easgins is three years and a half. loqniry shows that 
there have been but few cases where executive interference 
was warraute<l." 

IP This wail comes from the homo of Wells, the slanderer 
m Mississippi, and the same candor would no doubt make 
m more tenible exposition of the state of society iu some 
K the Kew England States. Yes ; 
*■ 
Ifio 
Jue 



"The outragad goda frown on yourlowd deceit, 
To ennh dlagu sting— -and a crime to Iloavcii." 



These references are not made iu any spirit of accnaa' 
iltion, nor are these incidents adduced as an argument of 
Justification, but Bimi)ly to show how apt men are to dis- 
cover the inote from behind the beam ; especially is this the 
ease with the radical party, whose life has for years been 
nonrislied solely by tales of Southern lawlessness with 
itrhicli the btoo{ly shirt has been licpt afiannt. By these 
iSwts military supremacy, which was necessary to the exist- 
ice of that ]>arty in the Southern States, was for ten 
i^Oars exercised over these States in time of perfect i>eace. 
To sooner was civil go\'erument restored than tUis i^attij 
Ito exist iu the Soiitti; am\I,iorovv.&,\i*»^»ft.'6Stfi,"S!*. 
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its crimes be buried with it, let its memory rest in oblivioD, 
and oil its tounb bo inscribed : Lived, sinned and forgotten. 

Tot, HO late as tlie mouth of Octobov, 1870, the attorney 
general of tho United States, who under the radical ad- 
ministration had also been constituted chief of the depart- 
ment of justice, attompted to meddle in the domestic affairs 
of Mississippi, aud, if possible, find an excuse to quarter 
Federal troops around the voting places of the State. With 
this view, he opened a csoireapondenco with the gorenior, 
who promptly replied that he Lad been able to execute the 
laws of Mississippi and conserve the public peace; that 
the perpetrators of wrongs were responsible to the State 
authorities, and that he was able to bring all such to 
justice, and was determined to do so. But this policy did 
not suit tho radical press and the carpet baggers, wLo were 
yet in hopes of making profitable capitalout of theChisolm 
tragoily. Nothing would suit them but for Shaughnessy, 
with his armed troop, protected by the coininission of 
the governor, to invade Kemper Couuty and wreak diro 
vengeance on whomsoever the survivors of tho Chisolm 
elan, Mrs. Chisolm and her flnukey. Wells, the carpet 
bagger, might proscribe and designate. 

This allied war on the part of tho governor, the carpet 
baggers and the remnant of the clan against the Ooniity of 
Kemper having failed, on account of the intractability of 
the governor, Wells now turned Lis face toward the Nortb, 

The outrage mill at Washington had ceased to grind. 
Yet not at all disconcerted, a thrifty scheme soon presented 
itse.lf to Lis mind, and was immediately seized upon. The 
Uhisolms were buried in tho sand hills away down in the 
pine forests of Kemper, and although, as Lo says, "in an 
oasis," jet it was enough that it was unhallowed ground. 
So that, with the plaintive notes of compassion mingled 
with tlie howls of personal revenge and partisan prejudice, 
all crammed into the mouth of slander, surely here was a 
cbiiDce of profit not to bo despised or spurned ; hence, tho 
appairanee of thebook cTititletVIVa C\\\soUu Massacre," 
etc., by Wells, tbe falseUoQtVa o? •«^\\da,'Mi\s« %a 'v^^ft^ ^wt, 
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worthy of uoUco, aic answered iiud esposeil in tbis work. 
Ill this respect he will bo uuticeil io a few more instances. 
The imimsaibility for the hand of justice to reach a luein- 
her of the (JliUohn clan throngh the conrts of Kemper 
County dnring the rule of Chisolin as sheriff, has already 
been fully disuussed and pro veo. If a crime was so heinous 
autl open as to wrench an indictment from a reluctant 
grand jury, it wiw either stolen and destroyed, as we have 
ueen in the case of the imlictnient against Chisolm for 
forgery, wlicn the sheritFs oflicc ivas i-obbed, and in the 
case of the one against Ilopiwr, for his murderous assault 
upon Uczzy Jack, which was stolen from the ofiico of the 
uircnit clerk, on Saturday night beibro the March teim, 
1S77, of the circuit court, or, if permitted to be tried, the 
urimiuals were acquitted by a jietty jury selected by 
Uhisolm for the purpose. Notwithstanding these repeated 
and glaring facts. Wells has the temerity to ask why these 
men were not brought to punishment if they were guilty of 
the charges against them. 

The board of county supervisors, which, under the 
Btatntcs of the State, selected tbe grand jurors, was com- 
l)0scd altogether or mostly of radicals, from the year 1869 to 
187(i, who were the tools of Cliisolm, who, in turn, had been 
electetl at his dictation. But Wells endeavors to otiviate 
and falsify this fact by giving the boards of supervisors 
duriug these years a fictitious political complexion, which 
will no doubt be amusing to some of the members who have 
never had the baseness themselves to deny their o])en and 
avowed aStliatiou with the radical party. The following 
is a list of the names of the men who composed the boards 
of supervisors of Kemper County from 1369 to 187(i, as 
given by Wells, together with the politics he assigns to 

■ each: 

■ BOAHD OF 18e9. 

K T. N. BETnANY Kepublican. 

B U. McNeil Hepublican. 

H G. E. PjuDDY ^., Independent. 

^L W. EzELh .Sft\raWC\tLWis.. 

^ft Ukzik JioEE .....T^.eV''^^'*-'^'*^' 
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Thia is tlio board that levied tLo infamous " acre tax," 
aa account of wliicb has already been given, aud the same 
which Chisoirn stated npou bis oath before the Cougres- 
sioual luvestigatiiig Committee, at Wasbiiigtoii, February 
14, 1S77, page 757, to have been a Democratic board, and 
which statement, Welia, in his lH>ok, on page 40, adopts 
and reiterates ; when it ia a fact well kuo\vn in Kemjier 
County that everj' member of this board were confessed 
radicals, and always acted vigovoasly with that party. 

BOAKD OF 1S71. 
E. Edwards Democrat. 

D. McNeil Ilepublican, 

Wm. Hudson Democrat 

G. E. Peiddy Independent. 

T. S". Bethany Kepublicau. 

BoAKD OF 1372, 

Moses Halfoed ...,...„..„„ Republican, 

E. Nam Republican. 

John 11. Dayis _ Democrat. 

G. E. Peiddy Independent. 

W. E, Stennis Democrat. 

BOAED OF 1874. 

John E. Davis Democrat. 

E. Edwaeds Democrat. 

J, A. Jenkins Democrat. 

It. Nam Ecpublican. 

T, "W". Adams Republican. 

It will be observed that G. E. Priddy, a well known 
radical, ia here assigned by Wells the status of an inde- 
pendent; and J. A. Jenkins, who was another stanch 
i-adical, will no doubt be surprised to find himself designated 
by Wells as a Democrat, in the board of 1874. 
These boards chose the grand jurors of tlio county, and 
the complexion of the jury may \)C fta,¥,\\^ ftou\«ctured from 
^tUat of tlic Uoiirda. Tho gtaiiA jttm* Wi-aa atVsAsJVv 
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witli CLisoim as slieriff, and a ratlical tool aa clerk, wlio 
togetlier impanelled tbe petty juries, wbieli were pre- 
sided over by a radical partisan jndge, wbo kejit tdmscU' 
always well iu liamess, in order to Lotd bis position uudor 
tbe Ames administration, readily answer the qnestion of 
Wells, " Why were these men never brongbt to piiniah- 
mentf and the many iinsnccessful efforts to bring them to 
laoishment, wliicb bave been laid before (bo reader, impart 
h snch a queution an air of folly, if not of impudence. 
I But again asks Wells, and witb a little more plausibility, 
t first view, " If tbeso charges be true, why were tbeso 
t criminals,' Cbiaolm, Gilmer and others, never pnu- 
fclied, or sought to lie pnuisbed, in some legal way, after 
'the overthrow of tlieir jiowcr and tbe connpt rule of ' radi- 
calism ' in the county ?" Tbe answer to this question will 
bo found in the statute laws of Mississippi. The legisla- 
ture, witnessing tbe overtbrow of the radical party in otlier 
Sonthern States, witb a yiaw to tbe iirotection of its o' 
members and their comrades in crime, in case of a sudden 
political revolution in Mississijipi, made a law, which waa 
approved by the governor, on the 5th of April, 1S72, and 
whicli Las already been referred to, that all iirosecutions 
for criminal offences before that time committed, sboulil 
be commenced witbiu two years after the commission 
thereof, and not after. 

No doubt that Gilmer, wbowas then iu the State senate, 

voted for this law witb great pleasure and complacency, as 

it relieved bim from all possibility of punishment for liia 

I part iu the murder of Dawson and others. The Demo- 

Pcratic officers of tbe county entered upon their duties in 
1876, and so great was the joy among the people at tho 
pt>»pect of once more having peace and quiet and good 
government, that but little was thought for awhile of the 
terrible past. 

The thoughts of men were fixed upon the futnre, which 

was now, for the liret time in nearly ten years, jjeuetrated 

by the beams of hope. It was as if a new Ufe Uari. l^eeu m- 

j spirefl into the lanil, and only darkeiieiiin^«vK^tVj««a^''5 _ 

m^fftba coatiimctl operations of *jbiao\ai 'cwiiAiAa iiXs>.\i.. j 
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TLc Icgialataro of tho Stiito proceeded at odcc to tear 
away tho coils of corruption, and put up tlio gaps of vil- 
lany whicli tlie radical party had opened into every de- 
partment of tbe State and county gitvonimeuts, Tlie pub- 
lie expend it urea were brought ugaiu withiu the bouuda of 
neeossity, and bedyed against every approach of disbon- 
c3ty. There were miiuy obstructiona to be reuiox'ed before 
tlio ship of State couhl move wilh its wouted stuoOLhiiess. 
Tho code was crammed with eonllictiug ami uuiuteUigi- 
ble laws. 

The common law had been invaded with a ruthless hand, 
for the purpose of protecting crimiuals, and eveiy possible 
power had been legislated into the hands of the executive, 
whicb that functionary had, as we have seen, excrcie»l 
with an arbitrary hand. 

Among tho first acts of the Democratic legislature of 
1876 was to impeach, for high crimes and misdemeanors in 
office, the governor, lieuteuaut governor, and State superiu- 
teudent of education. The proceediugs iu regard to tbe im- 
peachment of the latter have already been discussed, in con- 
nection with the general corruption of tbe public school 



It is not deemed necessary to give, in this work, a full 
detailed account of the impeachment of Governor Ames, or 
of the negro lieutenant governor. The proceedings will bo 
found in full in the journals and reports of the legislature. 
A summary of the charges is here given : 

First, — That be refused to take any action in regard to 
ofllcials who were reported to him, on unquestionable au- 
thority, to be defaulters to tbe State. 

Second. — That he arrogated and exercised api>ointing 
power, in violation of the constitution and laws of the 
State. • 

Third. — That he corruptly approved tho official bonds of 
liigh State ofiicera, knowing tbem to be worthless. 

Fourth. — That be refused to remove or sus^iend State 
oncers whose official bonds ■weic tieeXwccd to bim, by tho 
\attoniej goncral, to bo wotVWtBa. 
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Fifth. — ^Tbat he corruptly removed officers of tlie State 
for partisan purposes. 

Sixth. — Thiit lie corruptly leased tiio State peniteiitiary 
to his partisan friends for a mactt loBS sum tlian was 
oH'ered by other persons. 

Sevenik. — That iu the exercise of his appointing power 
he corruptly niaile conditions precedent for the advance- 
ment of his own personal interest. : 

Eighth. — That he corruptly ijermitted officers of the State 
yovcrnmeut to exchange offices with each other. 

Ninth. — That in order to defeat the participation of tho 
senate in the appointment of chancellors, he refused to 
nominate candidates to that body, as provided by the coii- 
Btitutiou, and then appointed them himself after tho ad- 
jonruinent of the legislature. 

Tenth. — ^That he corruptly removed judges and chancel- 
lors from office for refusing to render decisions in accord- 
ance with his wishes. 

Eleventh. — That for paiiisan purposes he wilfully ajj- 
poiutcd persons to he judges and chiuicellors whom ho 
Icnew to be wholly unqualified for such positions, 

Twelfllt. — That he sought to produce a conflict between 
the white and black races, and for this purpose endeav- 
ored to arm and organize the negro militia. That he did 
incite such a conflict at Victsburg on the 3d day of De- 
cember, 1874. 

Thirteenth, — That he corruptly exercised hia pardoning 
power. 

Articles of impeach mont, contjiining the above charges, 
passed the house of representatives on the 2d of March, 
187C, and were, on the next day, laid before tho senate. 
To these charges Governor Ames put in a plea of denial, 
to which the house of representatives rephed reaffirming 
thera. 

On the 21)th of March, the secretary of the senate ap- 
jie^ire^l at the bar of the house and announced that tho 
senate was org'anized as a court of imyeackment, and was 
ee»tif to proceed iu tlie mattei: oS iWe» \.vQ.v«%«^>^*i^'«^ -M 



Adelbcrt Ames, governor of the State of Mississippi. On 
tiio same day tlie bouse received the followiDg commnniciv- 
tion from tlio governor, throngli his counsel, to whom it 
was a<l(lr(!8sed, siud whieh was answered by the aceonipa- 

nyiiig resolutiou: 

"ExECUTrvR Mansion, 1 

Jackson, March 28, 1876. \ 

" Qcntlemen : In reply to your suggestion, I beg to siiy 
that, ill coDsef)uence of the elcctiou of last November, t 
found myself confronted with a hostile legislature, and em- 
barrassed and baffled in luy endeavors to carry out ray 
plans for the welfare of the State, and of my party. I had 
resolved, therefore, to resign my office as governor of the 
State of Mississippi ; but meanwhile proceedings of im- 
X>eachment were instituted against me, and, of course, I 
could not, and would not retire from my position, under 
the imputation of any charge affecting my honor or integ- 
rity. Por the reasons iudicatedj I still desire to escape 
burdens which are compensated by no possibility of public • 
usefubiess. And if the articles of impeachment presented 
against me were not pending, and the proceedings were 
dismissed, I should feel at liberty to carry out ray desira 
and itnrpose of resignation. ■ 

" I am very truly yours, '^ 

"(Signed.) Adelbbbt Akces. ^ 

"To Messrs. Dubant & Pkyor, Jackson, Miss." 



The following resolution was immediately adopted by the 
honse : 

" Whereas, Assurance has been received by tJie House of 
Representatives of the State of Mississippi, that Adelbert 
Ames, governor of said State, but for the pendency against 
him of articles of impoachment exhibited by the Ilouse of 
Eepresontatives, would have resigned his office of governor, 
and will now do so, as the managers are informed by a let- 
ter, mlilrvsseil by said Oovcvnot A^ves, \.q \i\^ counsel, 
Ueas/B. Oarant & Pryoc, read. \a aaiA.^la'o.*K-,o>■a.a.1.•»si», 
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tion adoptetl directing its managera to dismiss said pro- 
ceeding; now, tLerefore, 

"Deit resolved, By the llouse of Repi-eaeiita lives of the 
State of Missiasippi, that the managers, ou the part of 
this house, ill the mutter of the impeacUiiieut of Adelljcrt 
Ames, governor of said State, be and they are hereby 
directed to dismiss the said articles against the said Adel- 
bert Anies, governor as aforesaid, heretofore exhibited by 
theni against hiio at the bar of the Senate." 
Prior to the adoption of i>roceeding8 of impeachment 
[ainst the go^■erLo^, )l rpsohition was passed by the 
to impcaeh tlio lionleuant governor. Why this 
^■aa adopted ia as unaoeonntahlu as it ia rcmarl;- 
i]e. The only charge against tlio lieutenant governor 
the corrnpt cxercifjo of the pardoning power, while 
lose against the goveinor were multifarious and equally 
a8 heinous. On the 17th of February, articlea of im- 
l)eachmeiit were jireforred against the lieutenant gover- 
nor, charging him witli having received a bribe for tho 
pardon of Thomas H, Ballcniine, for the murder of Ann 
Thomas, in the County of Lowndes, in August, 1874. Upon 
this charge issue was joined, and tlie trial proceeded with 
lore tho Senate, which, on the '2M of Marcli, found the 
tenant governor guilty of high crimes and misde- 
laora, and immediately pronounced sentence, removing 
rim from office, and disijnalifying him for holding anyoSlce 
of honor, trust or profit hi the State. AVhatever triumph 
of justice there may have been in tbia issue, but little 
credit can attach to the vigor with which this negro waa 
pursued to expulsion in view of the fact that Ames, the 
guilty heatl of the administration, was permitted to escape 
tbrongh the honorable tloor of resignation. 

This negro had always manifested, in all his conduct^ the 

highest respect and the kindest feelings for his former 

owners and for the white peojile generally, and it was hia 

ibition to be resjx^cted and noticed in turn by them that 

lis niin, lie craved tUo uoticft awd ^.oodwiUoC 

tt'wbitc raeit, and the verv citvmct ol ■w>iS!ifio.Va-^' 
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convicted, and for wLicli bo was expelled from office, wjia 
committed ia tbe eQbrt to acquire prominent notice, and 
was tbo product more of vanity tbat of vice. 

On tlie downfall of Ames, tbe last vestige of radicj*! 
I>ower disappeared from tbe State. On tbe 2dth of March, 
the same day on wbicb bo resigned, J. M, Stone, pi-esident 
pro tem. of tbe Senate, was inaugurated governor of Ibn 
State of Miasissippi, and entered u^xm tbe duties of tbat 
office. 

A system of reform was now V)egun in all the depart- 
ments of tbe State government, wbich was at once marked 
with palpable benefits to the entire community. Tbe judi- 
ciary was purified by tbe appointment of judges and chau- 
cellora, with one or two exceptions, learned in the law, and 
of irreproachable character, and an npright administration 
of pablic justice was re-established. Crime l>egan to rap- 
idly decrease, and the county jails, the support of which 
had become an enormous burden upon tbe public, now 
became empty, and the almost daily knocks at the door of 
the penitentiary ceased. The certainty of punisbmi 
always more effective than the quantity, i)roduced a whi 
some effect upon all grades of society. 

Tbe public school system was placed upon a more 
factory and substantial basis, and every olyoctionahle fea- 
ture removed from tbe institution. Tbe benefits of these 
measures continued to multiply, and their fruits will in- 
crease with the years. j 

There is not now an intelligent and honest man in Ih 
State who does not feel disgusted with the rule of comn 
tion that atUicted the State under the radical adminiBttfl 
tion. m 

Id bis annual message to the legislature on the 8tU M 
January, 1878, the governor says : fl 

"During the past jcar, general x'eace and quiet had 

l)revailed. With few exceptions, confined to one or tn 

JwaliHea, no distuibanei's Lave occurred, tbe laws haW 

heen enl'orcetl, anil the courts \\'avc "pvalaiited the citizeafl 

hiti Ufo, iKn-mu au»I property. IahisX seU ^^J'^^i^'tt^a^'Oj■ 
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boeu sufficient to preserve tlie peace aoil to secure to our 
t>eople the blessings of good goverument. The wisdom of 
the legislation of your predecessors, enacted in the memora- 
ble session of 1S76, aud iu the session of 1877, let seen in 
the prosperous and satisfactory coudition of every depart- 
ment, aud in the general content aud satisfaction of the 
people of all classes and races." 

And agaiu, in his iuaugural address, two days after, hia 
excellency says ; 

"Let ns be thankful that, amid our poverty and gloom, 
uo riotous spirit of communism has raised it« head in onr 
midst } that the earnest conservatism whiclt has over 
characterized our people, has preserved us from the ter- 
rilde scenes of pillage aud plunder and lawlessness whicli, 
daring the past snuimer, struck terror to the hearts of 
thinkiog men in other communities. Those who liave tra- 
ducetl and slandered au entire State for the acta of a few 
maddened and infuriated men, have had to hang their heads 
iQ sLame, while looba of thousaoda aud tens of thousands. 
for days and weeks together, held great cities in their 
grasp, and robbed, burnt, murdered and plundered with 
impunity." 

Tet the governor did not, as he says, refer to these 
things ill any spirit of exultation, nor in jiistiacatioii of 
mob law, anywiiere or under any circumstances, but he re- 
ferred to them for the same purpose for which the writer 
has here introduced the reference : to show what a noise 
may be made over an ant hill until it is lost in the shadows 
of the mountain. But, nothwithstandiug the odium of 
comparing those authorities, the carpet bagger, Wells, 
says : " In times of comparative peace, iu Mississippi, there 
18 shown a want of respect for the laws, aud a lack of 
energy on the part of the ' local authorities ' in their exeen- 
ilion, which, in many of the States of the Union, where a 
-Arholesomfl fear of the courts is maintained, would at once 
produce a sense of iijHecnrity to life and property so great, 
as to call out at oiiee the united voice of the people for a A 
rorision of tbo code or an iminodVaiVQ &\iaiU^ft "A t^'SsKK^aJ 
mtrusteit with its eulbrccmi!ut.'' ^m • ';«^^^l 
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Tliorn wns im "coin])araHve peace " in Mississippi until 
tlio (lelliPoiK'nient of tlio i-iiiiicnl power in tlie State, ami if 
tlieuo ppmnrlts apply to llio stato of aft'airs ander the ralo 
of the iieKrocs iiii'l wirpet iKip-rci's, llieii tlic people of Mis- 
Ri8si])pi (litl, ill !87i>, just what Wells aays would have been 
(lonu ill otIiiT States of tho Union, and the people of 
Keiap(;r County iicteil npoii a similar principle on the 29th 
of April, 1877. Goaded by this intense feeling of "inse- 
cmity to lifo mid property," the "niiitcd voice of tlie peo- 
ple" "eallcil out" for tin iinmcdtate change. It was 
Tvronght, and since that time a far more than "comparative 
l)ea<?e," as tlio above refL-renccs indicate, has dwelt in tho 
8tntoof Missi.'uippi. 

Bnt, again, says this carpet bagger, " Tlic people of tlio 
South are governed by passion and prejudice more than 
by reason or law." In reply to this, the writer will simply 
stiite, and this mini may take tbo niiction of its tersity to 
his sonl, that the people of tho South will in nowise accept, 
as a judge of what sliuttlil be tlieir ruling sentiment, an in- 
dividual who stood cringing in the streets of Brandon^ 
without the least show of n>acntinent;, while a negro inM 
whom he had swindled, tlirnst his clenched fist in his fac 
and cjiUed him a "damned thieving carpet bag scoundrc 
This circumstance was witnessed by Col. Frautz, the w^ 
known editor of the Bnuidoii Republican, and by mai 
other gentlemen. 

There is a sense of delight on tho part of some persons in 
misrepreaenting sentiment which they do not jiosaess and 
cannot compreliend. It rises from a sense of inferiority, 
and this is evidently the case with J. M, Wells. 

If a Southern man, hciug armed at the time, had shot 
this negro while committing this aggravating assault upon 
him, he would then, iu the estimation of Wells and bis 
class, have fallen into the category of those who have no 
regard for law and order. Totally destitute themselves of 
the sentiment of chivalry', they can recognize it only as a 
spirit of lawlessness. In wat ftift-j dn'sxa.tA'edT.'Mi. \L as 
"madneaa of rebelliou;" for a long Utaeaftftx "*-■«•;>& ^^nas^^ 
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"disloyalty," and then a "disregard to law and order." 
This qnick sense of honor and fiery spirit of personal re- 
sentiuent, so common and so Iiiglily appreciated by tlio 
Boutberu people, was always a terror to the earpet bag- 
[ers, and was tlie only thing that protected the Southern 
adies from the intrasions and insults of that craven set. 
Hbey might advocate with impunity their political opin- 
bns, follow their low calling without injury, and with color 
f politics, band the negroes together under the banners of 
■nin to the people without personal harm, but let them 
Uiiuk of oft'ering personal iiidiguity to any white gentle- 
gaan or lady, and they well knew what the consequences 
^ould be. It was a featuro of ostracism which they cared 
mot to tamper with. 

But since their flight from the South, their foul tongues 

have not Bpared the ladies, who scorned them with all tho 

mwer of disdain, it is true, but who otherwise did not 

Heem them worthy even of tho notice which corporeal pun- 

Kibment confers at the hands of a gentleman. 

"Wo have already seen Wells representing Misa Chisolm 

) stauiliiig on the [mrch of her father's house while a 

Democratic procession was passing along the street, and 

fc" devoutly praying that their cannon might burst aud blow 

them all into the fiery furnace," in other words, into hell. 

But not satisfied with this caricature of the character of 

his paragon of refinement, ho says that he has seen » 

beautiful young lady of Jackson, who was so lost to the 

" tender emotions of her sex," that on being questioned aa 

to her feelings toward Governor Ames, " who with his ac- 

Loompliehed wife and interesting family of children lived in 

Pthe same town with herself," bristle up with an esxiressiou 

■bs saTage as an outraged tigress and exclaim : " I could 

Hear out his tongue and heart and burn him alive I" There 

nre, no doubt, women in the South belonging to the only 

WHss with which Wells associated who are capable of sueU 

Keiitinieiits as lie characterizes, as in the case of Miss Chis- 

^Hm, OS tho outcrop of superior refinement ; but in regard 

WLfi/sifoMi^iti ifouag lady of tTocIcsoit, t\i« ^ A\sst '«r& ^w^ '^ 
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Iiitii, tlint vore lie to agaiu ina^D Lia appearance oii tlie 
streets of that town, wbicli be lias so often promenades), 
arm in arm witli conitield negroes, while tlic Reutlemen 
ivonld scorn to notice liim, tbe little boya of the town wonbl 
cowbido bim along tbe streets witb all tbo deeorved igno- 
miny of a Titus Oates, whilo tbese same " heauti/ul joung 
liidiea, with dreamy eyes and drooping lasbes," would wave 
their haudkerehiefa in ax>P'^Q^i trt"" the windows, witii 
idl the pleasure of a " Uathariue de Medici," and with hearts 
no le.sa appalled. Unfortunately, as the champion and 
chosen historian ut' the I'amily, be has the character of tbo 
amiable and unfortnuate Miss Ohisolm in bis keeping;, but 
if be cannot clothe her memory with more chastity than lie 
has done, it is a pity that it cannot rest in the sand bills of 
her native pines. 

Histoiy will ever accord tbe highest meed of praise 
tbe noble women ot the South, At the first sounding qC' 
the tocsin of war they buckled on the armor of their hus- 
bauda, fathers, brothers and sons, and bade tliCKi go with 
all the exulting pride and patriotic spirit of the dames of 
Sparta. And amid all the vicissitudes of war, and all the 
trials aud suQ'erings that fell to their lot, they maintained tbo 
same spirit of detiance, the same calm, dignified demeanor, 
an abiding faith aud unswerving constancy unequalleil by 
the maids and matrons of Kome in the palmiest days of 
lieroism. If tliey did not lop oil' tbe head of a Holo- 
fernes, sink ships of war, or scale the frowning ramparts 
of an Orleans, they in8]>ired tbe soldiers of the con- 
federacy with that valor which gained tbe admiration of 
tbe world. Nor did their devotion slacken when the smoke 
of battle cleared away and the Southern flag lay trailing iu 
the dust, but witb the same lofty spirit and virtuous pride 
they held the rod of scorn over those of their countrymen 
who for one cause or another would have dragged them 
down to the level of that society which radicalism sought 
to estaWisii, Their fidelity to the elevated i>riuciples of 
Deiaocriicj confined tbe coutam\aa\.\.w\ ot treason to tbo 
lather, tmd proveuted the iukerV^aucB ol ^ai&wKwa a.\&RiWi^ 
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the yoiitli of tlio Soittli. Uuder such influeiico and 

straiuts, no offer of honor or emolnmeiit could induce n 

young mim, of any self respect, to ally liimself witU tho 

radical party, and tliere are many to-day wLose clieeks are 

mantled with the blusli of sliaino wlieu, in tlie presence of 

atlies, they are reminded that their fathers were radicals. 

KjUl honor to the nohlo women of the South. The seal of 

Itfaeir applause i» stamped with more than mortal indeli- 

l-bility, and will blaze iuto a brilliant star beyond the verge 

(of time. 

But to descend from the sublime to the ridiculous, let us 
irn to Wells, the slanderer of Mississippi. He says ; 
KMTbs State tooms with little newspapers; for when tho 
' fbct is well established that a man is utterly incapacitated 
for carrying on any legitimate trade or business, he is most 
likely to ascend the tripod, and through the agency of a 
* patent iuside,' ami the logic of the shot gun, become a 
dictator of public sentiment and morals. If an editor's 
credit aarvivcs a dozon issues of his sheet, he is entitled by 
the law of a long established custom to honors of some 
kind, and there being nothing else so cheap, a 'handle' is 
at once afflsed to bis name, supposed to be commensurate 
with his subscription list, exclusive of ' deoA heads.'" 
Wells speaks here in part from his own experience, for, 
esclnding the shot guu phrase, in which feature he was 
incapable of sharing apart either in fact or significance, 
there was certainly one leas of the class of papers he here 
describes in the Btat«, when the hlthy negro carpet bagger 
sheet, edited by him at Brandon, Mississippi, succumbed 
[•to the contempt of his own party, and as to the sobriquet 
f "captain" which be assumes, if it was acquired during 
^8 editorial career, it was but the expression of his leader- 
ihip of some negro club musteretl in tho dark hours of the 
pigbt, and organized for the purpose of houudiiig them on 
D deeds of rapine and violence. And if he obtained his 
iitle during tbe war, it was no doubt derived from his 
bxpertness among the bee hives and chickeu coops of tht 
No doubt he has a whoVcsointi <i\.aa^'^ ^'^'^ ^^ss.*i& 
23 
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[ tors of MissUsipjii, who so often held tip hia political and 
I i>ersonal ilerelictiou to tlio imblic giize, and with whom he 
never dared to tilt the hmec of debute. lie songbt circa- 
latioii lor his pajier mostly amonji: the illiterate uegroes, 
whom, if they could not ix-ad it, he eudearored to imin-css 
with the magic ettect of posting it upon the logs of their 
cabins. 
I The dignified tone, alertness and manly hearing of the 

Mississippi pi'esa were fatal to the operations of tlie carpet 
* baggers. It» voice has always been a two edged sword, 
, whoso sharp cuts and pointed thrnats cleaved deep fissures 
inthe radical carcass thronghont the length and breadth of 
the laud. No circnmstance eonhl thwart its aim, no distance 
pari'y its blows. And these same editors, whom Wella 
characterizes as "the titled gentry of the Misaisaixipi 
press," have won as immortal fame and unfading glory in 
the great battle with radicalism as that which most of 
them achieved by their daring, conrage and endiiraiico on 
the field of battle. In the Raoptum or in tha camp, iu tha 
gloom of defeat, or in the brightest beams of inctorj', their 
swords and their pens, their blood and their brains, have 
been alike devoted to the canse of right and the interest of 
their people; to the great principles of constitutional law 
and American liberty ; clinging with one hand to the doe- 
triue of States' rights {the only hope left to the South), 
they grasped the hand of the people with the other, and 
reacned them from the shackles which veiigeauco and 
fanaticism and folly were forging and welding around 
their Uberties; like " sentinel stars" they kept their watcU 
in the skies, signalled the appearance of every cloud along 
the horizon and heralded every beam of the rising day. 

No wonder that the carpet bagger looked npon the press 

of Mississippi as his worst enemy, and that its lashings ap- 

Xieared to him " the terrifying featnres of the hydra headed 

monster, which the lovers of Repuldicaii government have 

' to confmnt," and that he should exclaim, with Wells: 

L"TAo cardinal principles oS \wv™^*^ gox^mx^awA are too 

b/ei«3ian ever to be approeiate*! \i>- Vii& ^i^%'a. ^swB- ?R«ia -al 
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^■pbe South." Tbe"eaiiliiml principles" of radicalism, wLicIi 

^nought to convert the Soutli into a new Al'rica, and by 

^^notns of tbe ueji^ro rote, to pliice all the power and ptop- 

^Rrty uf tlietje States iu the possession of tbieriug advL'U- 

^Kurers; to sabject tiielr white citizens to the political, so- 

^■clal aud moral code of Sew England thieves, mixed with 

^Pso much of negro voodooism as to preserve tlic alliance 

" necessary for tlio purpose, was indeed too plebeiau to be 

tolerated by auy iioopio not lost to every sense of i)ride 

aud every sentiment of virtue. If this state of things was 

alone to constitute that "domestic tranquillity," iu speak- , 

ing of which, "Wells says, "comparisons become odious," 

IhtQ the Southern people might well afford to welcome Iho 

cliauccs of that "irrepressible conflict," which he says 

existed between the negro and his former owner. 

It was upon the existence of such a conflict that J. M. 
Wells and his class rested all their hopes, and to the breed- 
ing of which ail their aims aud efforts were directed. And 
the fact that none such ever naturally and really existed, 
was the cause of their overthrow. 

There was uever any antagonism existing between the 
negroes and the white people of the South, save that kin- 
dled aud fed by Wells, aud others of his character; and 
this tliey did by falsehood and deceit, and by the means of 
every low art that vice could devise to reach the mind of 
^^ignorance, 

^L We have seeu that the leading carpet bagger of Missis- 
^^Hppi, Adelbert Ames, rested the success of his adminis- 
^Hration, as governor of the State, upon that issue, aud 
^^hvon proclaimet^l a war of races in the State, in which he 
^^neclared himself to be in alliance with the blacks. 
^^ But the oleetiou of 1S75 put an end to their design and 
broke the wings that had fanned the trouble. On the day 
of that election, this world itroclaimed monster of antago- 
nism shook ofl' the unnatural garments in which radicalism 
had so long sought to clothe it, and disclosed an alliaii 
jwlitics and interest and good will between the negroes 
aud tbeir old owners. IC was tUeu flia^ WOi c5vv\j'A.\a%'?st 
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found himself friemUess aud alone. The cranes had all 
left the radieal pasture ; aud the carpet bagger, his occu- 
jiatiuu being goup, aud being disrobed of his disguise, 
sought safety behiud the sheltering hights of radical rage. 
The legislature of 187(1 was organized with a large Demo- 
cratic innjority in both iiousea, aud the huvs then euacted 
were characterized by aii entire freedom from partisanship 
or partiatiCy. In striking contrast with the prediutious of 
tiie radicul party aud the represeutations of Wells, were 
the resolutions and speeches wLicU marked the close of 
the session. 

The colored members expressed their gratitude to the 
speaker and to the members of the house generally for 
their impartiality, kindness aud courtesy which they Iiad 
uuiformly shown them. Young, tbe negro rcpreseutat.ivo 
from Washington County, said that he came there with 
some doubts lingering in bis mind as to tbe diKpositiou of 
the majority to accord Justice, and as to tlie treatment the 
colored meuibcrts would iGGolTe. While ho n'as a Kcpiib- 
lican, he beldthat if a man was pure, couisist^ut aud honest, 
ho was the man for position, regardless of what might bo 
his politics. lie assured tbe members tliat if they would 
continue to keep faith with the colored people, as they bad 
heretofore done, no foreigner, no Northern man, no Westei'ti 
man, no carpet bagger could ever again alienate tbe coloi'ed 
people of Mississippi from their fellow citizens of tbe white 
i-ace. "You," said he, " have tbe brains, tbe power aud 
tbe property. Only continue your kind treatment, aud 
show my people that you willdoby tbem what is nght, and 
they will stand by you and with you to tbe last." Carter, 
colored, from Warren County, dwelt especially on the liberal 
action of tbe house toward tbe colored normal schools, aud 
in the interest manifested in tbe education of tbe colored 
race. Jacobs, of Adams County, aiul Mallory, of Le Flore, 
both colored, also, in tbe uarae of tbcir people, expressed 
tiieir tbaaks to the speaker and to all the members for the 
iiad treatment they had invaiVjJA's -teacvved during tho 
BtisaioDj aud in returu esyresstiA fti&vt VvaivsX ■«'\-^«e. ^■as 
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he white membera, and for the white people generally. 

Khe i-esolutioD oi tliatikR to the speaker was iinanimoualy 
Hlopted by a rising vote. 
This scene waa truly a remarkable phase of Ihat " irro- 

jiressible conflict " which WelJa declares atill exists bctweea 

legro of tlie South and bis former owner. '' But," says 

^atiudividnal, "the friends of Republicanism meet witli 

lie samo nnconiproiniHiug oiiposition that Union men did 

1 the Sonth in IStiO and 18(J1, and the stronger the hold 

irhich is fastened n|K>n the governineut, and tbo gieatcr tho 

immber of 'Confederate brigadiers' who secure seats iu 
1 national Congress, the more bitter, persistent and 

determined seems to be the opposition to everytliing sought 
B be introdueed and inaintaiued liere, that is not Denio- 
ratic in name and Sontheru in principle." The first part 
t this ijaragraph is conceded with intensified force. Tho 
k>ntheru people generally are far more bitterly opposed to 
lulieal rule and the carpet bagger than they ever were to 

tbe Union or to Union men. To tlie Union, so long as it 
ixisted or was capable of existing as it was established 
^ its founders and interpreted by the Constitution, they 
irere never opposed, but, on the other hand, were ita 
itancliest supporters; but, when it was proclaimed by the 
Ldical party, when it came into ])ower by mere accident, 
» be "a league with death and a covenant with hell," they 
jhonght it was time to sever their conuection with such a 
diabolical association. And as to the signifleauce of tho 
resence of brigadiers iu Congress, Wells misses his mark 
ivhen ho seeks to excite the prejudice of the Northern 
loldler by such au allosion. Drave men are alike erery- 
trhere, and tho true soldier of the North cherishes no ill will 
against the " Confederate brigadiers." It is only the camp 
[bllowers, sutlers, chicken thieves, women iusulters, and 
tay at homes, and dastard politicians, who entertain feel- 
Isgs of bitterness toward the officers and soldiers of tho 
Donfederate army. With this class his diatribes will no 

doubt have the desired effect. It was often said dur 
3 war, that if the matter weteVeft to&fti^v^wA.^iJi&'oS. 
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tUo two armies, they would soon frame a treaty of a satis- 
factory and abiding peace ; but, unlbrtanatelyj the voice of 
tfacsu was Ecare<^ly heard in the uproai' of ofliue seekers and 

I ion- combatants which followed the cessation of the conflict- 
The true soldiers of both armies, as a general thing, gladly 
retired to the quiet walks of life, and left the field open to 
the lowest grades of humanity, who, lured by cupidity and 
TOvenge, swarmed in sliools upon the surface of recon- 
strnction. ^t 

" The brave man acoks not pnpular applause, ^^1 

Nor, overpoworod witli arms, deaerta his cause ; ^B 

UashOinied, though foiled, he doea the best lie can ; 
Force is of bnitoB, but honor is ol man." 

These cloments, when transplanted in the Sooth, blos- 
somed and bloomed into that queer character known as the 
carpet bagger, who was truly a thi'ifty being so long as lie 
could flounder in the flitliy slime of reconstruction. But 
as State after State was rescued from that sea of corrup- 
tion, like the frogs of a desiccated lake, they made their 
iviiy to other parts in search of congenial elements. Mis- 
sissippi, unfortunately, became one of their last aud favorite 
resting places. Here they gathered in appalling profusion, 
until the muddy pools of i)olitics foamed with the strug- 
gling mass of ])luudcrers, who finally, as we have seen, 
turned their thirsty jaws upon each other, and in verifica- 
tion of the old adage, *' When thieves quarrel, honest men 
get their dues." This was done, and the carijct baggers 
lieil to parts unknown, while the Southern people beheld 
their rapid exit with as much delight as did ravaged 
Greece the flight of the Persians from the plains of B 
tlion, 

TIIIC CARPET niGGEEtS' FLIGHT. 

And do we draam we nea 
Tlie ciirpot baggers flee 
From this Tiilr Sautbern land; 
Whore tlve luSventurous band, 
Under tUo covwt d\k1i>;, 
Gralhored tlwir aa.Ua m\s^<i 
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To Btriico tlio robbor'fl !>]ow, 
And lay all virtue low? 
Great Jualioel canat Ibou aeB, 
Unmoved, l)iQ villains lioo; 
Such plunderora go free, 
Unhung, Willi pockets packed 
From the Southern tills they soclcedT 
Of curaea laid on man, 
They load Iho frownicg vaa, 
IncarnSitD damona t Lift their noma 
High lip Die shaft of toguerj'a feme. 
And when lliej loat their power, 
They seized the exalted dower 
01 Slander ; and lior frown 
JBocame tho Gitiug crown 
Of their accursed renown. 
Cease, mdicaliam, cease. 
Tour gongs of hollow peaeo, 
Should he again como forth, 
This packet caling moth, 
From ceaepooia of the North. 



Wells chiirges Mississippi with having been iufeated with 

'' aa ungovernable elomeut, familiarly styled ' Bulldozers.' " 

il.iiy radical who, iii view of tho forgeries of the Plorida 

ianvassers and tho Louisiana returning board, cau write, 

Till blushi ugly, that word for tho public gaze, must be too 

obdurate in heart, too imbecile ia intellect, and too de- 

; graded in sentiment to feel the chastisement which the 

^n'ery mention of it should inflict upon the feeUngs of every 

^Batriot— of every honest man. But aa he and his class were 

^Ko habitnatcd by the long exercise of such arts upon the 

^^u-ednlons minds of the negroes, that they find themselves 

at a loss for other means of calnmny than by charging tho 

Southern jieople with using the same methods by means of 

H iwliich they themaelvos had so long fiourishedi 

^^ To support these charges, Wells has taken the pains to 

^EpDlI Irou) the newspapers of the Suite every precantionary 

^■Ollvice, every loc:il or personal reprimand, and every flight 

^B^ moral diseonrrto lie conld hud, however trivial the cir- j 

^^^mstanecs which made the suggcstTOw sj-wi. t^SwA. 'iotfOaJ 



tliQ rebakfl. In this conuection, he ngftin usselUs tLo 
povomor of tlio State, and charges Lim witli partisan par- 
tiality in responding favorably to a call made by the citi- 
zens of Bonie of the lower counties of tlie State for tbe sup- 
pression of existing lawlessness, when he bad declined to 
comply with the request of Mrs. Chisolm to send tbe car- 
pet bagger, SUftughuessy, with an armed troop into Kem- 
l)er Couutyj which was then in a state of qnietadc. Ho 
saya: "Again his excellency tbe governor has been 
forced to acknowledge tbe virtue found in tbe old adago, 
' It makes a difference whose ox is gored.' Contrast hia 
language of May, in answer to Mrs. Chiaolm's ai)peal, 
when he had ' no power to do anything at all,' with that 
of September last, in answer to tbe call of his own dia- 
trCBsed brethren." Tbe language and the answer of the 
governor, to which Wells here alludes, and wbicb be quotes, 
is as follows : 

"EXECUTITE DEPAKTMENT, ),^H 
jACEt^ON, Miss., September 8, 1S77. f "^H 

" Hon. A. C. McKair, Brookhaven, Miss. ^^| 

"J}ear Sir: I Iiave the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your favor, detailing tbe condition of affairs in three of 
the counties of southwestern Mississippi. I am now in 
correspondence with leading citizens in those localities, 
with a view of ascertaining what the emergency demands, 
and then to determine what lawful means to adopt to meet 
that emergency. Such a state of things cannot be to) 
iited, and cost what it may, it must and shall be stoppi 
" Tours very truly, 

J. M. Stone. 

Tbo counties referred to in this letter were Amite, PiJte 
and Franklin, in wbicb distnrbances of a local aiature were 
then existing, and which, in some instances, had assumed 
projioitions beyond tbe control of tlie local authorities. 
Tho canse of these troubles, which did not at all partak^ 
of n poUticnl character, can be tTacKd ouly to the bad stq 
ofaB'aira resniting fcom lbc\o\v; mii:\Q,a\ wnsnOiaX-a'iaei 
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conntiea. In |>iirannnco of the 8ng;ftostions coTitai»p<l ia 
the governor'a message to the letjislature, on the Stb of 
JaDu;iry, JS7S, tlio honse of rpprcsentiitives appointed a 
sjiecial committee of five, iiiclmling the members from tlie 
distresseil counties, to iuvestigate the alleged state of law- 
lessness ill the three southwesteru counties. This commit- 
tee performed its duties thoroughly and with vigor, and 
gave the siitiject the careful, deliberate and impartial cou- 
siiieratioii which its importance demanded. The testimony 
of many of tho most iutalligent mid reliable citizens of 
those counties was taken by the committee, and a large 
imniber of afiidaTits made before the officers of those coun- 
ties, and many private letters of prominent citizens were 
also submitted to the committee. These various sources of 
information disclosed the fact that for several months there 
liad been more or less lawlessness existing in the counties 
of Amite, Pike, Frauklin and Lincoln, and which had 
sometimes extended to the counties adjacent to these. 
These acts of lawlessuass were geuerally pGrpetnited in the 
night time, by unknown persona, who posted threatening 
notices about the promises of promiaonb citizens, and who 
whipped and sometimes killed persons, and burnt houses. 

The committee reported that they had striven diligently 
to ascertain the cause of this state of aEfairs, but were un- 
able to arrive at any conclusion, other than that it had its 
origiji in the general financial depression and extreme pov- 
erty of the country; that it was the work of a spirit of 
agrarianism, in which political considerations had no share. 
The long misrule and dishonesty in the management of 
the finances of the country, the intolerable burden of tax- 
ation to which tliey had long been subjected in conse- 
quence, and the failure of the system of agriculture then 
in nso, had combined to produce a state of tiiiancial de- 
I lires8ion, as tlio results of which, a largo number of the 
■ i^KiopIe saw their lands, their houses and their homes, 
K'i)aK.i ftway from* them by tax sales, and under the cxecu- , 
1 4ion of mortgages and deeds of trust. J 

^^la, foiTHcr years, and uatiV ttieu,\,\iia v^o"^ft ^1 'es)ss«J 
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comities had been as prosperona, peaceable and law abiding 
as of any iH>rtioii of tiie State, but the jiolicy, ijui-sned of 
latoywars, of inakiitg cotton almost excliiyivcly, for wbioli 
they obtained low priceB, and of depending upon the jiro- 
eec(]8 of this crop to purchase supplies and the necessariea 
of life, for ffhieli tbey were coin|»elled to pay exorbitant 
lirices, in consideration of advances on credit, coapleil 
with the onerous load of taxation imposed npon them dur- 
ing radical rule, caused their couditiou to grow continually 
Worse, and finally culminateil in disasters well calculated 
to produce despondency, if not desperation. 

Under such circumstances, many of these people garo 
way to nnfortunate and deplorable feelings of eommnn- 
ism, such jxs bave puzzled the wisest statesmen, not only iu 
other parts of our own country, but in almost every coun- 
ti-y in the world. 

The committee were emphatic in tbe statement that poli- 
tics formed no element in the production of these acts of 
lawlessness, and that tbey sprang from no feelings of i-ace, 
or animosity against the negroes. Tbe evidence of this was 
obtained from tlie numerous disavowals of this feature 
found in many anonymous notes and letters which they 
found scattered over the country by these men for the pur- 
lioso of terrifying the people. Their object seems to liavo 
been to drive away the laborers and tenants, without in- 
juring them, in onler to ruin the large land owners. It 
was evidently the spirit of incipient communism against 
which the committee urged immediate and vigorous actiou 
on the part of the authorities of the government. 

Tbe eomraittcB ascertained also that this spirit of law- 
lessness by no means prevailed throughout these counties, 
but was contiued to certain localities, and that its oxiHt- 
fuco was ileprecated by the larger jiortion of the people, 
and by all of the better class of citizens, who were desirous 
that law mid order should prevail, aud showed a perfect 
irWiiigncss lo cooper.ite with the autliorifies in supprcsa- 
jiiff riotoiisu('fi3 and iu iMvuglw; aWNvolators of the law K^JU 
ftliisturbers ot'tlic peace to \tmua\i\ne.u\,. ^H 



KBMPBR OGUKTT TIKDIOiTHD. 



On tbo roception of the report of this committee, tlie 

igislature promptly passed an act to sappreaa lawlessness 
wbitib, togethei- witli tlm prompt and vigorous meaanrea 
ftldopted by tlio governor, caused tbe offenders to disperse, 
kince wbiuli time peace aiid quiet bave been enjoyed by tbe 
citizens of tliese counties. 

It was the language and the action of the governor oa 
' this occasion which Wells so triumphantly contrasts witU 
tlie reply bo made to Mrs. Chisolm, wbeu she petitioned 
bini to send an armed foree, nnder her friend Shangbuesay, 
to Kemper Oonnty, where lie bad been iu person, and found 
everything in a state of perfect quiescence, with no obstruc- 
tion of tbe laws, and no hindrance to the execution of the 
process of the courts, or to the full performance of tlieir 
functions. What analogy there can be between the proper 
action of the executive of a State, on tbe occasion of exist- 
ing i>DpnIar disturbances, and bis course when no such 
troubles exist, must find its dovelopnient only in the logio 
aud politics of J. Madison Wetla. 

And just at this point the ingenuity of that individual 
BCems also to have been exhausted, and, in casting around 
to recover itself, seizes upon the names of three score citi- 
zens of Kemper County, which ho thinks deserves special 
notice, and is " unwilling that tbey should he lost to pos- 
terity," as " active participants in the ' Chisolm ' massacre." 
These names he wishes to be "hung up along nil the pub- 
lic avenues leading into the State," there to appear as " ter- 
rifying warnings," such as that inscribed on one of the en- 
trances of " Dante's ideal hell," to every " weary erai. 
grant" who, in search of a home, may chance to turn his 
lace toward the smiling gates and " genial clime of Missis- 
sippi." To all such be desires that these three score names 
sball read : " All hope abandoned when ye enter here," and 
tiiat they should "inspire tbo gifted Lamiiv to honeyed 
Bivords of reconciliation," aud tbe honorable Mr, Money to 
li])i>int with "pride to the names of his constituency," and 
l^waken a remombniiico of the muniGred Chisolm, bis boy 
mil^weetgiri; aud that thfy sUovMTswfc\a\mi'v.w^s&^\s 
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that fonr tliousaud negroes voted for the said Money who 
onghtto have voted for Chisotiu and the carpet baggers. 
Wollfl hiis heitved all tlieae ideas into a dozen lines, and 
these lines, compacted into the closing paragraph of his 
"Chiaolni massacre," which butt against its termiuul 
bounds, like pent floods that lash the barriei- shore. 

As to the wen whose names he wishes to illume above 
those of their fellowa, although some of them were not even 
present, they have never denied, nor have tbey ever songht 
to conceal the iact that they, each and every one of them, 
participated either dii'ectly or indirectly, in the riot of the 
29tli of April, at Do Kalb. This legacy they are willing to 
leave to posterity, even without the coocurreuce of Wells, 
and tUey wish their names to bo paintei.1 iu " letters of 
gold " on every guide post that points an entrance into 
Mississippi, as a " terrifying warning '' to all outla^vs, car- 
l>et baggers, and to all oppressors of the people, that there 
is no hoi>e for them if they enter there, bnt to all honest 
and upright men, be tLey from whatever State, or I'rom 
■whatever cbme, they wish their names to be tokens of wel- 
come and good will ; to all aocb, who wish to settle among 
them, they extend the hand of friendship, of neighborly 
kindness and social fellowship. And as to the honeyed 
words of the " gifted Lamar," or the vaunted pride of Mr. 
Money, the character and public services of those gentle- 
men are too well known to be affected by scurrility. They 
are too far above the reach of the spiteful shafts of a car- 
pet bagger to discover even the random flight of Ms 
arrows. 

With Ibis feeble effort to daub with his exhansted brnab 
the names of the United States senator from Mississippi 
and the member of Congress from the Kemper district, 
Wells, Avith an eye to the profits, turns with a lively faith 
in its merits, to the alleged object of bis work as a " guar- 
antee of the high character and responsibility" of which he 
gaotes the opinion of his partner, Mrs. Chisolm. And wo 
mJl here leave him beleagueiing imOi \ia.\Aft"cu\£ the young 
,Bien of tUo country for contr\,V«iUoi.\a Vtv \Ni0^ws tit Vfs.^n 
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for his booh, which ho says will ho tlevoted to the erection 
of a. inonuraent over tlie tomb of MImh Cornelia Chisolm. 
If the young meii of the country, or of any aectiou, »re dis- 
posed to contribute to the erection of a montinient to tlio 
memory of tbat worthy and nnfortunate young lady, tbo 
writer, so far froui any disapiiroval, will east hia mite for 
the i»nrpoae, prorided the management of tbe enterprise 
he placed in reliable and wortliy bauds, and he will uuder- 
tiike to say tliat niider tbe ausi>ices of bonesty and sincerity 
a sufflcienE amount for that purpose could bo raised in Sem- 
per County. But perhaps there is now no such necessity, 
Biuce the government of tbo United Stiites has adopted the 
Chisolm family. In tbo mouth of December, 1877, at the 
special instance and request of the President, the name of 
Mra. Cbiaolm \va.s xjlaced on the pay rolls of the Treasury 
Department of the general government, and a few months 
later that of Mrs. Gilmer, tbe widow of the infamous John 
Oilmer, was placed among tbo employees in one of the de- 
partments of tbo War Office. As to tbo personal promotion 
and private fortune of these ladies, the writer makes no ref- 
erence; bo would not idnck one sprig from their Ibrtnne's 
wreath ; but the manifest partisan prejudice disxiUiyed in the 
circumstaneos of these appointments was nnworthy of the 
dignity of the chief magistrate of the nation, and siiOuld in- 
cur the scorn of every fair minded citiaen. It wiva evidently 
intended as an act of tbo highest offtcial confirmation of 
the slanders perpetrated upon the people of ICemper 
County, and an official striljo at the Democratic party on 
the part of tbe President of the United States. 

But there is another, widowed by the hand of the 
procnred assassin, whose unfailing grief and quenchless 
anguish, veiled with meekness and Christian resignation, 
seeks no public ovation or governmental sanctification. Mrs. 
Gully, by her Christian bearing since hor great misfortune, 
deserves all that pure and tender sympathy she has re- 
ceived —a woman around whoso head clustera a halo 
more than ordinary virtues. Sha has song;ht solace, Qul^ 
acts of charity, and in providing tot Vei; \».\.\\si (ScSk^Jissi-' 
ilcbildren 
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Sho lias atriren- to hide her grief from the workl, and 
submits witli Christian meekness to the dispensations of 
Heaven, ^ever could she for a moment entertain the idea 
of achieving noton'oty by her misfortune, and her very soul 
would revolt at the thought of bartering the bullet rent 
and bloody garments of her husband for fortune or fame ; 
but with the tender sympathy of her countrymen and the 
blessings of Heaven, she "lives on'' in faith and in the 
firm hope that her garments of woe will be exchanged for 
an apparel of glory, when, with the end of her earthly 
troubles, shall come a reunion, with her loved and lost. 
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CHAPTER SV. 



" Vfhal mora noble, 
cm tho fortunes of a state, 
fenrleaaly the wayward IibItq, 

stand tromblitig and appaUed, 



Than 

And, 

While the whole 

Wifli lilanchlosB olieek, and an vimlauntod eye. 

And nerved arm, framed as to rule the trident, 

To steer llio sliattored rea^I into port, 

And, like a rook amid the troubled ocean. 

Mock at lliQ billowa and defy tbe storm 1" 

Wo have already uoticod tlie great benefits wbicli re- 
sulted from the redemption of Mississippi from tbc ruin of 
radical rule, aud tlie advent of the Democratic party to 
_ power in the State, It now remaius to show the continua- 
Ltion and the growtli of those benefits up to the present 



Ktioi 

Mim 

I^B When the people of the State became again in po3- 

' fieseion of its government, the state of public affairs was i 
tmly in a deplorable condition. The 8tat« and county [ 
treasories were, for the most part, emiity, while ever e 
mnlating loads of debt weighed down all public aud pri- 
vate enterprise ; poverty walked abroad in the land with 
all its train of woes, aggravated by the discontent which 
always attends its presence, with those who uever before , 
Lad felt its gripes or tasted its bitter cujj. 

The condition of Mississippi in June, 1870, the first year 
lof the redemption, is truthfully described in the following 
■extract from the minority report of Senators Bayard and 
UcDonald, of the Mississippi Senatorial Investigating 
kbommittee. After describing their visits to Jackson and 
Aberdeen, where they remained from the 9th to the 29th 
bf June, they say : " No acts of a turbulent or disorderlj' 
iiatnre were witnessed by the committee, and no signs of 
enmity or incivility were eshibited, but on the contrary, 
courtesy and lesjiect were, oii aH lisaiOta,, fts.'usA'ai- Xa '^*i. 
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oommittee. Tho poverty of tlio people was apparent in 
tlieir garb, the appearance of Uieir Louses, auii tbe marked 
iibsoiice of pooil uuil ajmfovtablu vcJiielca. TLe want of 
Lorses or eqiiipayeB for ordiuury ydeasiire was frankly 
stated to tlie writers by sundry geutlemeii, who rcgretteil 
their inability to allow us to isee the Kiirrouiidiiig couuti"y, 
simply because tboy aud their fiimilies were too poor to 
indulge in the pleasure of a drive. 

" Large numbers of ladies in Mississippi, delicately nur- 
tured and carefully educated, are coraijellcd to i>erform the 
drudgery of their households unaided by domestic eeivants. 

"This great change in their mode of life and fortnnes iu- 
dnces them to conceal their wants from a stranger's eyes, 
and frequently forbids that open handed hospitality ouco 
80 characteristic of Southern households. 

" The only exhibition of pleasure seeking witnessed wi 
by the colored people, whose processions passed tho coi 
mitteo room, and whose holiday excursions by railway 
started from tho depot opposite. The only cannon sound 
was fi-om their liepublican ratification meeting, and theirs 
was tbe only music heanl by as in Mississippi, 

" Tho poverty of the colored people, also, was often imit 
fully apparent in the groups of witnesses who dual 
upon the long galleries, wretched in appearance and 
crably clad, giving to tlio hotel the appearance of a connj 
almshouse." 

This picture was by no means overwrought, Tlio ne^ 
groes, taught by tho carpet baggers to regard politics as 
the flrat and highest of all cousideratious, ha<l for year** 
thought of but little besides club meetings, ratiiication 
meetings, parades and public speaking. Their crops had 
been invariably abandoned or Jieglected at the most criti- 
cal period, and tho very means of subsistence, otherwise 
than by theft, was even untlionght of amid tho marshi '" 
ing'of clubs and the beating of drums. Tho labor of tl 
country during all this time was utterly unreliable ai 
worthless. No planter, when A\c ao'wcd Uis crop, had 
assiirauco that ho would be aVAe to \w.-a \'t coMwiiiwBSi. 
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Lacvested; consequently, tLere could be but little credit 
based npon farmiug operations, greatly to tlie disadvan- 
tage of the negroes, wLo bad no other moans of obtaining 
tbe necessaries of life. Nor was tbis demoi'alizing political 
influence confined to tbe men, but tbo negro women also 
imbibed tbe same spirit of idleness wbicli it engendered. 
Tiiey attended all the political meetings, listened with 
greedy ears to the tales of tbe carpet baggers, and entered 
into all their political schemes; indeed, their hostility to 
tlie white people was more manifest, if not more bitter, 
tbau that of the men. Under this state of afl'airs but little 
reliable honsebold aid could bo obtained from them. The 
ladies of Mississippi are worthy of all praise for the pa- 
tience and resolution with which they grappled with the 
situation, and performed the drudgery of domestic affairs, 
to which they were totally unaecnstomed. Their i>erse- 
verance and ingenuity achieved for them a triumph over 
all tbcir domestic ti'oubles as signal as that won over 
politieal diflieiilties by tbe detonniiiatioii of their fathera, 
hnmbands and brothers. 

The ladies of the South have indeed had a hard time, 
bat, while the years bavo rolled away, and with them the 
causes of their troubles, while every mouth and day leaves 
a defacing mark upon the remains of radicalisoi, tbe great 
*'clock of destiny " is summoning them ))ack to their pro- 
per sphere, announcing tbe return of the epOch when intelli- 
gence, virtue and good breeding will again assume their 
wonted superiority over the hoi poUot and roughs of every 
race. Already the sun of prosperity has liaeii upon the 
land, and its beams shine brighter and brighter as it 
climbs toward the zenith. The very breezes have become 
more balmy, the stars twinkle more brilliantly in the can- 
opy of heaven, and the midnight moon seems to shine with 
a purer and serener light, while all nature seems to clothe 
itself in new garments, and heaven and nature and art ail 

' combine to produce a cliuio 

H " Whore every biid that gems the Tfitnat spray 

^^_ Sw6Uii into Imk b^ionth Itie Aulutun'^ ib.'j." J 
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1 1 was not rca^oiiabl« to expect tliat tho people of MUsis- 
HJppi Honlil recover entirely, abort of many years, from tliu 
utter prostration of every interest, and the extreme jioverty, 
both public and private, to wbich they had been redncctl by 
the oorru|>t rnle of radicalism. The absolute want aud di»!- 
titution of a largo imrtion of the i)eople liad first to be ru- 
liovud, before any considerable avail could bo matlo of tho 
groat political change. Yt't tho recuperative powers of 
the State have been manifested to a wonderful degi'ee. In- 
deed, tho convalescence has even outran, as it were, the 
skill of the physician ; and with many unwholesome laws 
upon tlie statute book, and sadly in need of the presence 
of others, tho State has advanced toward a state of health 
oven licyond tho prescriptions of the legislature. And it 
has but ono drawback, and there is but one danger of a 
relapse— that is demagogy. Keep back the little politi- 
cal poodles and conceited demagogues, who are over ready 
to riile into oflice npon the beguiloment of the people, and 
tho State of Miesissippi will gpon take her firm btuud 
among tho first coniniuuities of the e:irth; then, and not 
till then, call her recovered. The great buiie of uulimited 
franchise is its tendency to political communism j to leave 
the doors of office open to iiicorapeteucy and demeiit. A 
democracy presumes an intelligent, patriotic and a homo- 
geneous people, and with tho great mass of ignorance 
which has been incorporated in the political system of Mis- 
sissippi, there is need of every restraint upou this tendency. 
Although it was cast upon the white people without their 
consent, and against their protet^t, yet, so great has been 
the political advantages of negro suffrage in a national 
point of view, that every effort should bo made to bring it 
into harmony with political virtue. It cannot be pai-ted 
with. Since the crown of thorns lius budded into a wreath 
of political power, it must bo cherished, and not a leaf ever 
snfTerrd to be pluckod away ; but let it remain as tho crown- 
j'lts; arch of radicalism, the one lone pillar of its memory. 
liat the right of suffraK'^ sUoq\4 'Vi's aW «i»iana be con- 
y/inctl to t/jose who i>iiy tUe\v eay'v^^^w Ui-s-itQi Vi;w,\s«.\»., 



in Mississippi, devoted exclusively to tlio jiiaintenrtnco of' 
the pnblic scbools, Jiml it is tbe only method of coin|ielliug 
the great inaaa of tbe negroes to contribute to their owit 
edac-citioD. lu soiue of the Btiites, as in Massaohnsctta, 
the couditiou precedent to tlio right to vote is twofoM — 
the applicant must not only have paid his i>olI tax of two 
dollars, which in Mississippi should ho the same, hnt bo 
mnBt also bo able to read. Indeed, these two conditions 
of n very compatible natiirt^; tlio former requiring the 
iter to aid in tiio niaiutenunce of tiio public schools, and 
'the latter compel lin,:^ Iiini foiivuil IiimseU' of their privileges, 
l>rior to his fidt cxeri^iNc of tliO rights of a citizen. And" 
while tlie liittt^r rcipuaition might l)u inexpedient, at pres- 
.1 gein-ral application, in view of the hirge majority' 
of negro voters who never bad the opportunities of tlitS' 
imposed quali[ication, and who are now, perhaps, too fai 
[advanced in years to acquire it conveniently, yet both cOn- 
litions should be required of the lising generation. TUa' 
kperatiou of these two laws upon the franchise, combined 
th the unity of interest of the two races, togetbor with 
i full restoration of that luntual sympathy UTid kind fecl- 
ig engendered by early training and old assoitiations, 
'ould insure a lasting stiito of liarmony and prosperity 
ItJBtween the white people atid the Mack in Mississiiijii. 
yotwithatanding that fi hwga number of them wera dia- 
fmachised, and therefore conld do nothing, yet it is 
tbonght by many that tlio white people of tlie State com- 
mitted a great error, in a politic point of view, in not form- ' 
ing ah alliance with the negro in the early stages of recon- 
struction, as was done to a great extent in Virginia, and 
thereby preveutiug his complete subjection to tho caqjct 
bagger. But we have already noticed the difflcidties attend- 
ig the cousammation and practicability of this compact 
timo when tho demands of the negio extJMided also to 
icial equality and complete agrarianism. It may be that 
was bettei' I'or l)oth races that the terrible lessons of ex-, 
irieuce should be learned, so that their natural relatioua. 
ifiO resumed, migbt in couaei\^ft'i"'^^^'^'"'^ MlV&ss.-* 
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and more cuduiiug. Uowevor ruinous may Lave beeu 
uourso pursued by the negroes, tLey t«ilainly deser 
pmiso, in view of tlie inllueuces brouglit to bear upon tliei 
lor doiug uo worse. It is doubtl'ul wlictlier auy other ra< 
under like circuuiNtunces, would have behaved bettt-r. 

Altliougli in many respects the most antngoiiistic races 
on tho cartli, yet tlicru is a universal sense of inferiority on 
the part of the uegi-o, iu respect to the white man, which 
Keldom rises into envy, and to this characteristic is due all 
possibility of harmony between theui, either in politics or 
iu private relations. So long as this natural sentiment is 
undisturhed by extraneous intlaeuces, so long only can 
tliey dwell together iu peace. Tlie amicable relations be- 
tween the two races, resumed immediately upou the restora- 
tion of home rule iu Mississippi, shows how disturbing, 
irritating and unnatural was the xtolicy of radioalism, 
which for a long time so completely alienated and antago- 
nized them. 

And hero, again, and for the last time, let ns tnm 
Wells's terrible description of " Komc Kule in Mississippi^* 
under which, " While Southern statesmen of tlie Kemper school 
are gaining admission to tite higliesl places in the national 
couneils, the ' blooAy shirty by common consent of their North- 
em co-laborers, w sneeringly held up as a vulgar and unclean 
thitt{f. M^eantime Mrs, Chisoha," etc., etc., etc., " turns from 
her lonely watch by the window," and begins to pack ap 
the old clothes of her husband, " containing blood enough 
to incarnadine the seas," in preparation for her journey to 
Washington, where she expects to barter them to the radi- 
cal party for a fat little oilice in the United States Treas- 
ury Department, where, far away from her uncivilized and 
savage nativity, she can revel in that refinement which the 
land of her birth, her childhood and her womanhood can- 
not afford. This ia the import, and iu part the language, 
of Wells, in the conclusion of his picture of homo rule iu 
Mississippi. IIo\ve\'cr nui(;Ii thnt individual m.iy enjoy the 
ffaiintiog of tho so called " WoixV^ s\utt" at this late day, 
^liot believeJ tliat ho ever BpUb-.my otWtt'ftjivi-ftis.'t^-^ 
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to it its iHcarnadiue Iiiiea. That was alieil by geutlemoD of 
tie " Koniper scliool," men who knew their rights and durcU 
to maiutaiu tliem. Ajul when " tbe ouwanl tide of tLoiigli t, " 
sliall Lave kept yet " more pace," atid yet more of tlie " liigli- 
est places in tlio national councils " shall be tilled by true 
and upright statesmen, be they INorthern or Southern, tho 
governmeut of the United States, ireed from the pejjury of 
"joiufc high commissions," with the "bloody shirt" no 
longer waving fram the dome of the national capitol, and 
longer sitting in the presidential chair, will cease 
to be a by word of scorn and contempt in all the ivorld. 
The national government will then join in the promotioit 
of that tranquillity which home rule has produced unaided 
in Mississippi, the restoration of which has been so beue- 
ficial to the entire community. 

The eil'ects of this home rule, or, more properly speaking, 
of white, rule in Mississippi, cannot be hidden beneath the 
spiteful misrepresentations of a loafing carpet bagger. Its 
advautagea are felt aud acknowledged by every boueat 
citizen, aud its fruits are apparent to every observer. It 
lias established peace throughout the State, and if it has 
not i>roduced a millenuium of good feeling, it is because 
there yet lingers some of the poison disseminated by radi- 
cal rule. 

The State has again inaugurated the development of the. 
resources in which it so plenteously abounds. Every in- 
terest has received a new Impetus, and its social couditiou 
is fast assuming its wonted jiurity. Negro supremacy, the 
most infamous feature of radicalism, and which will form 
the darkest page iu the annals of this, or any other uge, 
Las been buried forever beneath the scornful indignation 
of virtue and intelligence. The dethronement of ignorance 
and vice, or, as it has beeu more aptly called, the taking 
of the " bottom rail " from tho top and replacing it where 
it belongs, has wrought a reaction which will not fail to 
produce that state of jirosperity which the rule of iutelii- 
genco promotes, and the natural condition of things al' 
w^s fayovs. The way of the p\ivsu\t ul Va^-^wywis. "fts 



hvvu cleared up and rcoi>ero<l to all classes and to cvera 
r vitizi-ii of tlio State, ami tlic |ioasibility of woaltli and poUt^ 
icnl iiivfi^rmunt, nniter tliu ordinary conditions, made equal 
in rpspcwt ti* all. 

The eiiorinons Inirdcn of tiisatioii imder radical rnle Las 
boon greatly li^litencil, and its limits fixed far short of 
what lliey liad lieretofoie been, and what they are in man,\' 
I other States of the Union. The rate of the levy for Statu 
jiurposes has been reduced from llfteen mills on tho dollar, 
upon nil arbitrary and excessive valuation of property, to 
three anil a half niillK, upon a just and equitably vnlnatton, 
which hiis bron^^lit tlic State levy to loss than ono se' 
of what it was nmlcr Bepnblieati administration. 
' ta:ces ievie<I by the county boards of supcrvisora bavi 
been re<luced to less than one half, and fifteen mills on the 
dollar has been made by law tlie utmost limit to wliicb llio 
combined taxation can bo esteniied. This rate of taxation 
will certainly compare favorably with that of most of tho 
Other States, and is fur beluw tliiit of luauy of tbo States of 
the Union. In Kemper County, under the radical r%inwt, 
the connty levy reaehwl as lii;;b as fioventeeu mills 
dollar, yetr, notwithstatnlin;,' this outrageous i-ato of taj 
tion, a comity debt of thirty thousand dollars was aocui 
[ lated between tho .yeara ISTO and 1S75. This debt was* 
I bonded when tho white people obtained possession of the 
' county government, in 1870, and immediately idacetl in 
l»ro(!es8 of liquidation. The rate of county taxet^ was thou 
reduced to ten aud thi-co quarter mills, which has not only 
met the current expenses of tho county, but has paid the 
interest on aud larg^Jy reduced the principal of this debt. 
Similar circunistanecs existed iu many other counties of 
the State, aud in all of which similar results liavo been 
achievetl, aud this in the face of the fact that several heavy 
burdens were, in 1S75, the last year of radical rule, trans- 
ferred from the abonlders of the State to the several uouii- 
ties. Jii order to make a show of economy in the SI 
expenditures, that patty siilticA ttio toa^j of vrosecutli 
tcriiainals and the muinteuauce oV ^inaouc'ca wva\^ 'Cat ■ 
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ties. These biirdeas the Democratic party Las very wroug- 
fally allowe<I to rem»ia upon tbeiu. The ar^aient that 
peaceable couuties should not, through the chauuels of the 
State goveromeut, pay in part for the suppression of criuie 
in more disorderly couuties, is false iu principle, and sub- 
vei'sive of that armed uuity which the whole State should 
exhibit against the violation of its laws in any of ita parts. 
It is to the interest of every county that the sword of jus- 
tice and the dignity of the law should be upheld iu every ■ 
other county of the State. But iu atlditiou to these new 
hardens upon the counties, there was an iuiperfection in 
the law wliich imposed them. Tlieae exiwuses were trans- 
ferred to tlie counties, while the r6V*enues hei-etofore appro- 
priated to tliem were retainetl by the State. Such, for 
instance, was the jury tas, which was an assessment of 
three dollars for e\'ery jury empanelled in a State case. 
This bad always been appropriated to the criminal expenses 
of the judiciary department of the State government, and 
it is etill retained by tie State, although the object of the 
appropriation has been shifted to the counties. And, aa 
these additional expenses should be considered iu regard- ' 
ing the county levies, they should bo noted also iu com- ■ 
puting the reduction of the State oxpeuilitures, or in com- ' 
_.l>aring them with the expenditures under radical rule, ■ 
I except tliose of 1875, which were tlie lowest under that 
I regime, and were made so by these same transfers. 
I The exiienses of the State goveromeut are also less than 
Lone half of what they were under the radical a<lmiui8tni- 
I tion. From the tabular statements already given we have ' 
Been that iu 1875 the disbursements on account of the State 
government were about ^1,500,001). In 1S7C the whole 
I tost of running the State goverriment, including the ex- 
l.ljenses of the charitable institutions, was only $318,709.03. 
I At tho beginning of the year 1877 the total indebtedness 
lof the State wius S^J, 107,030.47 ; and during that year 
n:}05,(i50 of this debt was paid, besides the interest, which 
nmountcd to $105,808. And eertillcates of indobteduesa 
ma tbu amount i4' $:J2,7i)3 v^uva cauA^W)!;^ "^^ 's^^k^c^ 
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luto tbo treasury, from all Bources, dnriug the year 1S77, 
were 1805,327.47, and tUo eatiru disburseuieiits diiriug tlie 
year were $002,03m!>, leaving a balance in tlie State treas- 
ury of (1203,292.73. Nor lias tbis great reduction of 
expenditure been attended by any impairment of the 
eCSeieney of tbe State government. If, under Democratic 
uud lioiue rule, economy baa superseded extravagance, so 
bat'O bouesty and competoucy taken tbe place of ignorance 
and corrnption. Every fuuction of government bas re- 
ceived uow strengtb and vigor from tbe great change. 
lutelligeut and respouaible citizens uow fill tbe ofbces for- 
merly bebl by igoomut, incompetent, irreapousible and 
vicious negroes and adventurers, who floated upon the sur- 
face of reconstruction, and were foisted into office by tha 
etrengtb of negro majorities. 

Under radical rule the people bad no confidence in or 
apect for, first, tbe oMcers, and then for the functions of tb< 
offices themselves. They despised alike tbe legislatui'e and. 
its eiiafitmeuts. They scorned tlte judges aud tbo judg- 
ments of the courts, and submitted to them only from ne- 
cessity and for the sake of peace and order. But as tbe 
admiuistration of the law became more bouest, it became 
also more efficient, and produced a feeling of personal 
seciuity almost unknown during radical rule. The resirit 
lias been, also, to destroy all feelings of distrust and bitter- 
ness, engendered by radicalism, between tbo races, aud to 
briug them together upon terms of amity aud mutual ooo- 
lideuce. Since tbis natural state of things has been estab- 
lished, aud the two races have taken the pQsitions naturally 
belonging to each, there are no longer grounds of discoi 
between them. 

And the negroes no sooner found that their prospeol 
were enhanced and brightened equally with those of tl 
white people, than they cheerfully acquiesced iu tbe chauge, 
aud a great miijoiity of them would as bitterly oppose tho 
restoration ol' the old order of things as the whites tbej 
iSelves. The coiiseiousueaa ot l\\6 \i\\\A i;«\iw,\ti.tjR of tl 
whites towuid tbem Uaa yvoillatieAa.Ve»\vaii>i^aKK»xA.-a 
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intoutment to which they were strangers during the alieua- 
ion of the races under radical rule. Cousequently, they 

ly but little attention to itolitics, and seem disposed, by 
Coiniuon consent, to leave the conduct of public affairs to 
the superior race, while they devote themselves more to 
their material improvement. Their crops arc l)etter cul- 
tivated, and their improved condition ia manifested iu the 
better garb they wear, and in the number and appearance 
of their stock. They have laid aside the grum and silent 
aspect many of them were accustomed to maintain toward 
the whites, and lave put on the air of cheerfulness so 
natural and peculiar to their race. The sound of the banjo 
and tho old songs of the harvest are again heard in the 
laud, while their chddren are no longer taught to look upon 
the white people as objects to be hated, and the time is fast 
drawing near when it may be said that the color line is 
entirely eliminated from the politics of tho State, and with 
iit the last lingering vestige of radicalism will have passed i 
away. ' 

A far greater interest is felt in the pnblic schools, 
and more money is appropriated directly to their main- 
tenance, and appropriated more guardedly and wisely. 

When tho Democratic legislature began to withdraw the 
Bchool appropriations from the corrui)t channels through | 
which thoy were passed by tho radical party, a howl v 
raisod in the North that the public sohoo! system was about 1 
to be abolished in Mississippi. Yet, so far from this being j 
the case, tho State distribution among the counties, together \ 
with theii' aid, has enabled the public schools, in many of I 
the counties, to be maintained six months iu the year, 
iustea^l of two mouths, tho period of their annual existence j 
under the radical administration. The people of Mississippi ] 
never objected to the public school system upon principle, 
fbut on account of its cornipt management by the radicals, 
'and the social etjuality which that party sought to force, 
through it, upon tho white people of tho State. This fea- 
ture caused it, at lirat, to be au object of peculiar disgust 
and coatciapt} but biuue its yut\&*ia\A.'iVi, \t Viiss*i \% ^isv^ 
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iiiordin.ito liink of interest fi'lt in tlie public scliools, ifi 
on llic pnrt of ilie lilacks, wlio, in many instances, since its 
iio\'eIty lias passfil away, nianirest but little interest iu tlio 
cause of education. IJnt IIimg ia one ilifBcuIty frequently 
in the ^ay oF Hie estahlisliment of public kcIiooIs in some 
localities. It nviMes Ironi tlio sjiarseuesa of tlie population. 
Tliero Ireiiig no sui-li tliiiig as mixed scliools, wLicb, tliougli 
not proliibited by any special k^gislation, are made inifKis- 
eibic by public sentitiient, it often liapptins tbat lliero arc 
not a sufficient number of wbito cliildrcn in a district to 
form a wliite scliool, wliilein otht'r communities there aro 
not negro cbildrcn enough to form a school having tho 
number of pupils leqiiircd by law, Tliis is an evil which, 
like many others of a local nature, can only be regretted. 

This obstacle, together with other discouraging local 
conditions, such as creeks, swamps and bayous, which 
abound iu many sections of the State, renders it almost 
impos.siblo to maintain a tborougli system of education iu 
Miasisaippi. Yet everythiug is being dono that cau be for 
the education of both races. 

The Icgishituro that came in on tho reactionary tide of 
1S75, many members of which were totally incompetent to 
grapple with tho measures wliich tho situation demanded, 
and many were not the choice of tho intolligcnt portion of 
the people, except so far as they were the opponents of tho 
radicals in what was, in many instances, deemed a liopele^ 
contest, is entitled to great praise for the action it took in • 
regard to the public school system. The two negro uni- 
veraities and tho State normal school for the benefit of 
the blacks received liberal appropriations, aud fully com- 
inensnrate with those made to the white university of tho 
State, and to the charitable institutions. Surely these ap- 
propriations for the maintenance of the colored high 
schools does not evince niucli hostility on tlie part of tho 
white people of Mississipjii to the common school education 
of the Wiiclis, Mississipvii Ml into the possession of the 
UeinocraUc party bordciuiA wVlXimote «M\\tf\,xa\i<^%for taxa- 
tiou, for tho dei>letion oi:tkCYiQoVc\.ao1.ftxftcv\iafcu%-»i\\RR. 
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partisan perpetuation than witli public debt I Witb tlio 
exception of tlie infinnons Pearl Eivcr navigation scheme, 
tliero were no gigantic swindles under color of intei-ntil 
improveineuts, as in some of the Sontheni States ; the con- 
stitution of Mississippi, by a wise and foitnnatc provision, 
forbidding the assumption by the State of railroad bonds, 
nnd prohibiting all grants to eorporatious, thus relieving 
the State in a measure from the thieving rings that preyed 
upon the treasuries of all the otlaer Southern States. This 
oonstitutioual restraint euablcd Mississippi to emerge from 
negro carpet bagger rule in a much hotter condition finau- 
cially than her less fortunate sisters. 

The State debt, on the first day of January, 1S7G, 
amonuted, as we have already seen, to only about tlu-eo 
millioD dollars, and one half of this «nm wa^ due to the 
school fund, the interest only of which is payable annually, 
the principal never falling due. The total debt proper of 
the State, on the first day of Jaunary, 1S78, had been re- 
dnced to less thau six hundred thousand dollars. This 
rate of reduction, running through the present year, will 
place the public debt proper of Mississippi at a sum below 
the reach of anxiety and bouoath all consideiatiou in com- 
parison with tlio resources of the State. 

Thus, with a pura political atn>osphere, and an honest and 
competent administration of the govornnicut, a healthy 
flnaucial condition, and a greatly improved social and 
nioml state, Iho future of Mississippi under home or white 
mle is all that her citizens can desire or her friends wish 
for. The resources and recuperative genius of the State 
hare been exemplified in a wonderful degree, and ha\'B 
raised it rapidly from its utter prostration under negro 
radical rale ; and it is for its citizens to push the process of 
elevation to the level of the highest degree of prosperity. 
To accomplish tliis, they must first of all thoroughly adapt 
themselves to the necessary conditions of progress, cut 
loose from all the drawbacks of old customs, shape t" 
course to fit the circumstances of their situation,, and qcc 
aent a soliil tivut to every foe. 
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From o*er tho land and o'or the sea 
Gomes the loud voice of history ; 
In solid phalanx lies tho strength 
That gives to freedom breadth and length ; 
As the tall oak that towering shoots, 
Needs the support of all its roots 
To give it beauty, height and form, 
And strength to weather out the storm ; 
So concord must sustain the tree 
That bears the fruit of liberty. 

" Divide and conquer 1" was the cry 
That often veiled proud Freedom's sky. 
Then let us, friends, close ranks preserve. 
And from our progress never swerve; 
And then prosperity will sweep 
Across the land from deep to deep ; 
And hope and happiness will shower 

•Their beams of gold from Freedom's tower. 
Let every breeze that fans the day 
Afflate the admonitory lay : 
Put on the new, pull oS. the old, 
And all tho past forever fold ; 
Pull oS. the old, put on the new, 
And on tho future fix tho view; 
Let all dispute and bickering cease. 
Stilled by the lethic waves of peace. 
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The citizens of Mississippi are and have been the peers 
of any jieople in morality, intelligence and bravery. The 
four leading Protestant denominations liavo dotted tho 
State with chnrches, while tho Catholics and the denomi- 
nation called Christians have made considfrablo ]>rogrcss, 
Religions services are generally well attended, and there 
are comparatively but few adults who arc not members of 
some chnrch. 

The ministers are noted for their retired and cirenmspect 
life, and the gospel is preached in its parity, free from poli- 
tics and all the whining isms that characterize some of the 
denominations in the Northern States. Children, gener- 
ally, are early trained to religions habits, and are tanght 
to view apjritnal advanecmeut as the liigbeat aira in life. 
Profanity is generally looked njwn as an evidence of low 
breeding, and is often a bar to tho entrance of good soci- 
ety, while an oath ottered in the presence of a lady is coit- 
Bidered a disgrace and a violation of decency, that demands 
and generally receives punishment, as an insult, at the 
hands of her relatives or friends. The laws throw every 
protection around property devoted to religions uses, and 
LiAre fierce against those who, in any way, disturb the exer- 

e of public worship. 

The Baptist and Slethodist denominations are tho most 
mmerous and prevalent, the Presbyterians and Episco- 
i being conflneil mostly to tho towns and villages, 
ftliere they generally have thriving clinrches. Great in- 
terest is generally manifested in Sabbath schools, the 
denominations vie with each other in pronisting their 
thrift; and in every town and vUlage, and in many a 
niral neigliborhood, where tho population is sufficient, tho 
Sabbath bell sets the feet of tho little ones in motion, who, J 
with clean and smiling faces, and cVaO. to ftitvc >i»ia\: ^vs^J 
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trip their Tvay to tlio church of God to learn tho lessons of 
Christianity. It is here that all the distinctions of class 
are battered down, and tho rich and the pour, the glossy 
silk and the dingy calico mingle in hallowed commu- 
nion. It in here, too, that holy associations are formed, 
and here are learned those lessons of charity which cling 
to the heart tbrongU life, and which have always rendered 
the Sonthern people tho most hosiiitahle and geuerous on 
earth. These Sabbutli schools, like the charches, are not 
merely places for the inonlcation of peculiar doctrines. The 
uUildren of parents of every denoniiuation can mingle here 
and learn nothing but the piiie precepts of Christianity 
nutainted with any sectarian dogma. Here is caught that 
liberality of religions seutimout which characterizes the 
people of all sects in the South. 

Drunkenness is considered a terrible disgrace, and noth- 
ing, short of tho most heinoas crime, so surely causes a 
youug man to lose caste, both in society and in business. 
Indeed, from its promptness and certainty, the social rnio 
caused by habitual drunkenness is even more to be dreaded 
than the mateilal adversity which generally overtates the 
habit. The cooseqneuce is that there is but little dissipa- 
tion prevalent amoug the better classes of young men in 
Miasisaijipi. 

The condition of the common school system in the State 
has already been noticed. There are three public nniverai- 
ties in the State, and one State normal school. The latter, 
with two of the universities, is devoted exclusively to the 
education of the blacks. The university proper of the 
State, situated at Oxford, has always held a high rank 
among the learned institutions of the couutry, and is very 
deservedly tho object of the pride of tho State. It is tho 
fountain irom which many of her most distinguished men 
have drunk the deep draughts of wisdom which made 
them conspicuous in tho couucils of the Stale and of 
the iiiition. In this respect the rolls of its alumni society 
will compare favorably with tUe ft'sswAc^iOona of any iustt- 
tation of ieariiirig iu tho land, a«A Muiex \Xs. \i\itsR.\A, ^sJ®. 
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igement, this institution bids fair to become one of 
'Tride celebrity. 

Gen. A. P. Stewart, (i distiiigiiislitjd officer in the Con- 
federate urmy, and one of tije best isuliolara in America, is 
now.tbe president of tbo UDiveraity; and Lis administro- 
tioa bas clothed it with a renown which is fully sustained 
by its other advantages. A prosperous futnre is assured 
to this institution by the thriving present. 

Daring tbo last session three bnudred and niuety-ono 
students were matricnlated into the university ; of these, 
thirty-ouo were students of law. There are now a chancel- 
lor, eight professors, a principal of the preparatory school i 
connected with tbo college, and eight tutors employed in | 
the institution. This institution enjoys no private endow- 
ments, yet the necessary appropriations, made by the 
State, including repairs, were, during the year 1S77, only 
$39,000, and there is every proejiect that it will, in a few 
'ears, become entirely self sustaining. 
Tha negi'o uuiveraity of Alconi iiiiiu fair to be of great J 
ineflt to that race and a credit to tbo State. Its career, ] 
has been checkered. Under ratUcal rule its mis- ] 
lanagement and corrupt governiueiit beoioie so disgust- I 
ig to the negroes tliat many of thooi withdrew their sons I 
from the institution. The discipline, so far from restrain- I 
ing them from evil ])ractices, was so las and pernicious | 
that it encouraged the worst traits and propensities of the 1 
Sace. The classes had become so badly derange<l as to bo I 
Almost incapable of being identilied, and, in some in- ] 
stances, were entirely broken np. Valuable property was J 
ikllowed to bo del'iiccd or destroyed, and the furniture of | 
abo institution was stolen and carried away. Such waa I 
fthe condition of the university when the Democratic party I 
n^nmed the nianagemeat of affairs, in ISTU. Early in that J 
g-ear the governor appointed to tlic presidency of tbo in- I 
jatitution the Eev. II. U. lluvels, a negro, wlio liad been a I 
aftnator of tlie United Slates from Mississippi, and who J 
B^as, in morality and iiiteltigence, far iu advance of hial 
feico. His wiso iiiid cconomie govc.twm'svA's'as. Wi«ft.\<a« 
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ftTi<l tlie nniversity, from that time, cntpred upon a cai 
of prosperity wliicL lias continued to characterize it. 
succeeding t«rm opened with fifty students, aud the ex- 
penses of each were reduced to oue dollar and thirty-five 
cents per wcelt, thus placing it in the power of eviryin- 
dnstrious negro to send his son to the iustitation. Regard 
is now paid to the cultivation of good morals and honest 
habils, and the president, evidently mortified at the pre- 
dictions which its former decline seemed to justify, is 
doing all in liis power to prove that liis race is capable of 
enjoying and profiting by the advantages which the higher 
institutions of learning affbrd. The students, instead of 
being a nuisance to the neighborhood, as formerly, have so 
deport«d themselves, under the new administration, as to 
receive tho commendations of the citizens. "^ 

The appropriations made by the legislature to this ini 
tntion were, for the year 1S77, $10,000, which was inana] 
and applied with economy and honesty. At the beginning 
of the present year, the number of students had been in- 
creased to eighty-three, the price of board reduced to 
one dollar per week, and only the salaries of the president 
and the three professors are now drawn fiom the State 
appropriations. The other expenses are all paid by the 
pi-oducts of the agricultural department of the institution. 

Tougaloo University, also for the education of the col- 
ored youths of tho State, was established, and is chiefly 
maintained by the American Missionary Society; but a. 
normal. department was added by the State, and a State 
board of trustees was appointed by the legislature to act 
in conjunction with the society in supervising the applica- 
tion of the appropriations made by the State. This appro- 
priation for tho year 1877 was $2,500, but since that time 
the missionary society has entirely ignored all participa- 
tion, on tlie part of the State board, in the management 
and control of the normal department, and in consequence 
of whicli the Stale legislature has declined to 
further aj)])ropriations to t\i« \\\s.Utai\(m. Itis, howoi 
t a thriving condition, ami at t\\fc Vip^wtvto?, ol 'sSi*^ 



EEUFEB OOUNTT ^^NDIOAIED. 

eut year nambered one huuclrcil .ind six students. This is 
the iustitutioQ of which the uotorious Cardoza was treas- 
urer, and who, while actiug in that capacity, stole $2,500 
of the State appro priatioiia for the year 1874, and who, 
uotwithstatidiug, coutimicd to bo the radical State super- 
intendent of edncation, until he was imiieached and de- 
posed hy the Democratic legislature, in 1875. 

There ia, also, a thriving normal school for the use of 
negroes, situated at Holly Springs, which, at the beginning 
of the present year, numbered eighty-eight pupils. This 
school was established by the State for the purpose of edu- 
cating colored teachers, and last year the legislature ap- 
propriated $3,000 to its use, which the governor, in hia 
subsequent message, recommended to be enlarged. Besides 
these State schools, there are many other institutions of 
learning in Mississippi of a high order. 

The Baptists have quite a flourishing college at Clinton, 
in which many young ministers are eilncated for that 
churcli. Tlie uiiivertiity of Columbaa, establialied iii tliat 
town by Mr. T. C. Belcher, a distinguished educator, is 
well patronized, and the institution is endowed with the ' 
power of conferring all the literary degrees. 

The Cooper Institute, situated near Lauderdale Springs, 
and established by the Eev. J. L. Cooper, is a thriving 
school, and reflects great credit on its founder. Prof. T. S. 
Gathwright, late superintendent of education, of Missis- 
sippi, and now president of the Texas Agricultural College, 
for many years conducted a inost thriving and popular 
school at Hummerville, in Noxubee County. At this 
Bchool many young men of the State, who occupy prom- 
inent positions, were educated, and his successor will, no 
doubt, keep it up to its high standard of efflciency and 
popularity. 

The Mississippi Military Academy, established by Col. 
E. D. Murphey, Urst at Aberdeen, and lately removed to 
Pass Christian, also bide fair to become an institute of note. 
L^esides these, there are many female colleges of high < 
loter in the State. Most of tho YcW^Qua 
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have female schools, under the especial anspices of their 
several sects, 

The MethodiKtA have a popular college at Verona and 
Meridian, and the Baiitists also have a thriving college at 
Meridian, 

The Catholics have a flourishing female school at Holly 
Springs; tbey also liave a largely patronized and well sus- 
taiued orphaiis' home, at Katchez. 

The public charitaMe institntions of Mississippi will 
compare favorably with those of auy other State. These 
alone the corrupt hand of radical rule never dared to 
pollute. That the appropriations for their use were extrav- 
agant, and that the salaries of their officers and attendants 
were excessive, is true ; but that tbey were left in good 
hands and were generally well managed, is also ti'ue. The 
arm of Omnipotence seems to have thrown its protection 
aronnd these institutions through all the dark days of re- 
construction and the radical regime, and they stand to-day 
the monuments of the best features of human nature — of 
charity, which the voice of heaven proclaims a veil for 
many sins; of sympathy, one of the hinges upon which 
bang all the law and the prophets. 

The asylum for the insane, sitnated at Jackson, is iu a 
prosperous condition. At the beginning of the year 1877, 
there were three hundred and thirty-six patients in the in- 
stitution ; during that year one hundred and eight were ad- 
mitted and thirty-five were restored and discharged, and 
seventeen die<l, mostly from old chronic ati'ections. The 
health of the institution has been remarkably good, there 
having been but few cases of acute disease. 

The capacity of the asylum will accommodate four hun- 
dred and ten patients, and the number of inmates at the 
commencemont of the present year was tbrec hundred and 
ninety -one. The espenditnres for the support of the asy- 
lum were, for 1877, juS,yO0, or about $168 for each inmate, 
which included tlio cost of boai-d, clothing, medicine, fuel 
mid the wages oi tlio oflVcCTS, nwYsea waOi wscvants. This 
"'lis a great reduoliou I'tom t\iQ cna\. ol 'Cue, BseaWia. ^mSi&i 
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dical mle, tbe disbursements on iiccoiiut of wliielj ^' 
' in ISIOj as per treasnrer's report, $158,550. Tliis result Uas 
been accompliabed by the praeticc of ecoiioniy and tUo 
judicious use of tbe appropriations iu tbo parchase of 
supplies. Tbe deaf and dumb institute, and tbe institute ^h 
for tbo blind, both situated at tbe capital of tbe State, are ^| 
noble State cbaiities. During tbo year 1877, tbe average ^M 
number of inmates of tbe deaf autl dumb institute was ™ 
tliirty-niue. In tbe beginning of tbo present year there 
were aliout fifty. The only drawback to this institution ia 
a lack of room ; it has every other advantage that could bo 
desired. It is already filled to its utmost capacity for that ^| 
comfort to the unfortunate inmates commensurate with tbe ^M 
great sympathy and interest which the State manifests in ^M 
their welfare. ^H 

The institute for tbe blind numbered, on the first day of ^H 
January, 187'J, twenty-nino pupils. In consequence of a re- ^| 
markablo oversight no provision existed, i)rior to tbe last 
ieBSiOQ of the legislature, for tbe admissiou of colored 
f emales. This provision will largely iucreaae tbe number 
U^ pupils. ^M 

^K Both of (bese institutions are in a Aourishing state, and ^M 
^P» knowledge of their advantages should be widely disseuii- ^| 
Dated. Tbe deaf and dumb aud blind of tbe State have ia ^M 
tbeni a comfortable and sure support, and every facility ^M 
&F securing an education and learaing useful trades, at ^M 
a public expense, calculated to make them independent 
d useful citizens. There is no excuse to the rich or the 
lOor for not avaUiug themselves of these advantages, which 
a State urgently invites tbem to do. The spirit and cou- ^m 
et of these institutions are beyond tbe level of any ^| 
■ounda of false pride on the one band, and within the ^M 
)3ch of the biiniblest citizen on the other. "VVbjitever 
lay be the aituittioii in life of the unfortunate individuals 
rbose lienefit those iuHtitulions were established, the 
s claims the opportunity they iiftbrd of psteudiug to 
I that public sympathy which misfortune should j 
BKsi-e/j in the bosom of all uitellis^nl \i»imwLvi,'5- 
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stoiio — tlie soiil of states as well as the heart of iudividuals. 
Between the lirst of October, 1S77, ami the first of Jauuarf 
succeeding!;, twenty-oue iiiipils were received in the insti- 
tute for the hliud, and the amount appropriated for the 
support of the iustitutiou during that year was $9,3UU. 
The apprui)riation, under radical rule, for the year lyTa, 
with a sparser attendance, was |15,ii00, and that for the 
deaf and dumb asylum, lor the same year, was $27,250. 
The disbursements on account of this institution, for 1S77, 
with a large increase of attendance, were, as per auditor's 
report, $lC,516.11i. Dr. Carter, who, for many years, man- 
aged the affairs of this institution with success, resigned 
his position duriug the summer of 187G, and Professor 
Charles H. Tolburt was chosen by the board of trustees to 
fill the vacancy. Professor Tolburt is a gentleman of ex- 
perience, and under his management the institution has 
every indication of pushing forward iu the saute path of 
prosperity it has steadily pursued under his predecessor. 

The rapid increase in the number of couviota in the 
State penitentiary is much to be regretted, as evidencing 
a prevalence of crime unknown to the State before the 
demoralization of radical rule. 

On the 1st day of January, 1870,"the whole nnmber of 
prisoners in the penitentiary was two hundred and forty- 
four, of whom sixty-five were white and one hundred and 
seventy-nine colored. Ou the Ist day of January, 1877, 
there were seven hundred and eleven, of whom six hundred 
and twenty-eight were negroes; and on January Ist, 1878, 
there were in the penitentiary one thousand and twelve 
convicts, of whom nine hundred were colored. Yet with 
this largely increased number the expenditures on account 
of the institution have been greatly diminished. The dis- 
huraements on account of the penitentiary under radical 
rule, i'or the year 1875, amounted to the sum of $132,825,84, 
and there were then four hundred and ninety-four convicts 
in the prison. For the year 187G, under Democratic rale, 
the prison cost the State %'iS,4^TS5.,Ka&'!ms\aii 1877 the 
nmontit disbursed ou accoaftt o? \.\s.ii \«a\'«stv'C-wwrs -^^ 
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The learned professioDa, iu Mississippi, have lieen 
adorned by niauy distinguished members, and lier states- 
men have ever lieid a prominent place in the councils of 
the nation. It would beiuaptandineflieacious, in aivorkof 
this character, to attempt to mention all whose names glit- 
ter in the galaxy of fame, and are interwoven with all that 
is briglit and pnre in the annals of tlie State. At some 
future day the writer may inalio these the subject of an- 
other work, in which he will allot himself time and space 
to do justice to their character. Her Prentisses and 
Davises, and Sharkeys and Yeigers, Georges, Barksdales, 
Browns, Ghoisous, Lamar.s, and a host of others, living 
and dead, enjoy a renown whose scope is far beyond the 
reach of this work. 

The governors of the State have generally been dis- 
tinguished for their purity and simplicity of life, and for 
their patriotism. With tlie exception of the radical regime, 
no State can show a brighter list of its chief execatives 
than Mississippi. Tlie judges of the supreme court have 
^^^Ifio been distinguished for their learning and exalted 
^Bfearacter, and their decisions are noted for lucidness and 
^^Kand jndgment. Nor lias the State been wanting in a 
B^nmparabte »iipply of poetic genius ; the stre-auis of Par- 
' mtaans have gnshed from many a hill anil meandered 
through many a valley of the State. Prominent among 
those wlio have drunk of its waters are S. Newton Berry- 
hill, of Colnmbus; W. W. Hoskins, of Corinth; W. S. 
Kernan, of Okolona; William Ward, of Macon; and 
Emmet L. Itoss, of Canton. Major Jonas, of the Aberdeen 
Sxaminer, has also written some fine pieces. Nor have the 
ladies been callous to the sweet inspiration. Among the 
jioetesses may be mentioned Mrs. A. J. Frantz, of Brandon ; 
Miss Hunt, of Vicksburg, who wrote under the nom deplume 
of Madge ; Miss Saliie Ada Malone, of Conrtland, and many 
others too immerous to mention, among whom discrimin- 
ation would be unjust, 

The citizens of Mississippi are and have ever beeu noted. I 
for bravery. lo (he couucil and in ftift ^dksS.^'i.'Q. 'fii^Si *»'s^ 
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of battlo anil tbo nij-lit of persecution they havo borno 
tlteniHclves with tlie same iutiepid sitirit, and with a valiant- 
ness Cliut liiis awakcued tlio admiration of frieud and foe. 
Her soldiery have beea coiit^picaons ia eveiy batdo iii 
whieli tJioy were engaged. Tlieir anna slioae with brilliant 
histre at New Orloaua, on tlie memorable 5th of January, 
1815, where tbe steady aud deadly aim of the Miasissipiii 
rilles poured death into the face of the British columns; 
and at the battle of Buena Yista the Mississippi regiment, 
led by the gallant Jefferson Uavis, received the congratu- 
lations of the commanding general for saving fhe day to 
the American arms. 

Mississippians played a prominent part in the late war. 
From the Mississippi to the Potomac, from the bloody 
ravines of tShiloh to the iron clad ci-ests of Gettysburg, 
wherever they fought, they piled their dead in the fore- 
ground of every battle. At the iirat tocsin of war, they 
rushed to the front, opened their defiles on the plains 
of Mauassaa, and never faltered until they rested beneath 
the shade trees of Apjiomattox. 

Their promptness and constancy caused them to incur the 
peculiar spite of the radical party, and drew upon their 
heads tbe most rigorous features of reconstruction, which 
they met in the same undaunted manner, and with the 
same spirit of deUauce and endurance that had charac- 
terized them upon the field of battle. They scorned the 
craven strokes of revenge, and while they renewed in good 
faith their allegiance to the old government, they indulged 
in no piuinga of regret; and win forever cherish tho 
memory of their dead, and glory in tho cause in which thejc, 
fell. 

Tha rebel dand, the glorious rebel dead I 

No brand of Into can bow their country'a haad 

Beyond tbe ahaits of death or hatred's bnn; 

Their DSimaa are safe, their deeda euDobled man; 

Thoy felt with honor in tlieir oountry'a flght, 

With conacieaee baafciug iu the baams o( right; 

■WiialPTOr bo thou canao, ut i\^'ii\. at •HWrti?„ 
They hvo in lieavQU, mliVatoy wiimtiioi. 
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Tax Payers to the Legislature. 



jTo the Legislature of Mississippi ; 

The tax payers of Mississippi, assembled by dele- 
Sites in conveDtioii, respectfully show : 

Tliat by reason of the general poverty of the people, 
^nd the greatly depressed values of all property, and 
jspecially of our great staple, tiie present rat« of taxa- 
iSon is an intolerable buixleii, and much beyond their 
stibility to pay. 

To say nothing of the very largo expenditures of 
common schools, the present rates of public espendi- 
tore greatly esceod the amounts doemetl suflicieut 
in former days of abounding wealth. 

To-day the masses of our people are very poor, and 
they naturally feel, as they may well demand, that all 
pablic expenditures should be greatly reduced, and 
limited by the strictest rules of economy to the plain 
Republican system made necessary by their impover- 
ished condition. 

It was hoped by many that a period of great pros- 

erity would follow the reorganization of the State, 
K&nd provision was accordingly made for a costly gov- 
ernraent, but that hope has given place to despair. 
Every day the people have grown poorer j lands have 
diminished in value ; wages have grown less, and all 
industries have become more and more paralyzed. It 
is daily harder and harder for the people even to live ; 
and many hearts are saddened today, burdened with 
_ dread lest the little home, only shelter for wife and 
Bjp&rVdreo, should be sold by t\ie Vax ^aW\niftY. 
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f These terriblo trutlia sliow tliab tbe present rate of 
exorbitant e:(iK.-nditure3 mii^t cense, or the mcaiiii of 
the pcoiilo to pay will Gooti be utterly oxliausted, and 
tUeir govcrunititit will be disorganized. A wise states- 
man will he careful to consider the wants of the peoj)lo, 
and studious to devise and prompt to apply ueeilful 
remedies ; and this is wbat wo respectfolly ask from 
the repi'cseutatives of the people. We are satisfied 
that iiublic expenditures can be very largely reduced 
without iminiiring the efhcieucy of the publio service. 
It should not bo forgotteu that the Southern people, in 
their poverty, have now to bear many burdens un- 
known here in former times. The public debt of the 
United States is enormous, and we alt contribute, indi- 
rectly it may be, to pay the increased Federal expeut 
tures. We may never see the tax gatherer, bat 
pay the taxes— they make part of the price of 
goods we buy. lu addition to this, we have the large 
expense of our common school system. These largo 
items may doubtless be greatly dimiuialied by a wise 
cuouomy, and the people may bear them, thus limited, 
as necessary burdens ; but the fact that, with strict 
economy, sueh burdens may continue to be great, is a 
strong reason for rigid economy of administral 
wherever possible. It must be remembered that 
l»eople of Mississippi suffer not only from the em 
mous burdens of needless State expenditures, but all 
from gross waste and extravagance of boards of super- 
visors. Added to these are the heavy local burdens 
that fall upon the inhabitanta of cities and 
the unhappy people of the levee districts. 

In September last, Senator Shermau said to 

people of Ohio ; " The first requisito of a party to 

minister the government now is economy. The most 

difficult to practice, especially after a period of great 

/ ea:/>enditure. What we most need is a very large re- 

/ duntioii iu local taxes-, o.ii4, s,\,\\V inKtc,, a very "" 

( /iiuitatiou of tlio \>owiir of \o*ia\ \:a.-isfew. "SiW*, 
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nnmerablo local aiitlioritieji, couDtlea, towns, cities, ' 
etc., Lave aiitLority to levy taxes nulil tlii» amounts, 
in many instances, to conjiscation. • • * 

Upon tbis quostion of local tnsatiou va ought to have 
no party, or soon incomes will be absorbed by taxes." 
Apt words these, and wise, even wben addressed to 
the people of rich and prosperous Ohio. With what 
added force do they apply to us who suffer under 
greater " local burdens," with the additional weight 
of enormous State expenditures f 

To show tJie extraordinary and rapid increase of 
taxation imposed ou this impoverished i)eo])le, we will 
■rate these partioiilara, viz. : In 1809, the State levy 
waa ten cents on the hundred dollars of assessed 
value of lauds. For the year 1871 it was four times 
aegi^Q'f^; ft"" 1S72, it was eight and a half times as 
great; for the year 1873 it was twelve and a half times 
as great; for the year 1874, it was /owrtccn times as 
great as it was in tlie year 1800. The tax levy of 
1874 was the largest State tax ever levied in Missis- 
sippi, and to-day the people aie poorer than ever. 

It is true that now, I>ecau8e of diminished property 
and depressed values, tlie i>ercentage of taxation 
sanst be increased to the amount of revenues levied iu 
former times; but what we complain of is, that the 
aggregate amount of taxes levied on us iu our poverty 
greatly exceeds the amount levied in prosperous days. 
The enormity of this great increase in the percentage 
will become plainer if we consider the fact that our 
present assessments very greatly exceed the market 
value of the projierty assessed. Thus as the people 
become poorer are tbeir tax burdens increased. In 
many cases the increase in the county levies, in the 
same period, lias been still greater. Kiit this is not 
•all. A careful estimate shows that during those years 
of increasing and most estravngant tax levies, the 
public debt was increased on an average annually 
8ix hundred and sixty -touv ttwuaa.W'^ i^'^iw.^'*- \ 
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' saui of itself siiMcient to defray the eatire expeneei 
of the govorament, economically administered. That 
ia, tlie State spent od an average this large sam each 
year over and above the amouut collected on those 
monstrous tax levies. What may be the excess for 
the year 1S74 is not revealed. All that we know is, 
that many of the very large appropriations for the 
year were some time since exhausted. The like ex- 
traordinary results have followed the operations of the 
boards of supervisors, at least, iu many of the coun- 
ties. Whether these facts prove a lack of economy 
in administration, or are to be regarded as sad proofs 
of the rapid exhaustion of the means of the people 
and their consequent iuabiUty to pay, they are paioful 
to contemplate. This excessive rate of expenditure 
would constrain even a prosperous people to cry aloud 
for retrenchment and reform. It is corrupting la 
oflect, and altogether evil in results. But if none of 
these things existed, we should be constrained by stilt 
other facts to make this appeal to your honorable 
body. The present year has been most disastroos to 
all engaged in agriculture, and conseqaently to all 
other pursuits. If all the crops raised iu the State 
this year were sold at present market value, the pro- 
ceeds of the sales thereof would not, as many esti- 
mate, pay the cost of production and the taxes. la 
many counties the result was still more disastrous, the 
crops being almost a total failure. It is a sad truth, 
that in some parts of the State many of our people 
are beginning to suffer for want of food, and very 
many are restricted iu their poverty to a very few of 
the necessaries of life. These afflictions fall heaviest 
at present on the very large class of our poor eitizetts, 
Imt all classes suffer moro or less from this commoa 
calamity, and the year of their probation of want and 

aaSJsring ia but just begun. 
Presented iu Ihesu acvwaX vvfe-sa of the sad coon 
ditioa of the people o£ M.\aa\aa.\v'e^,t 
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amounts to this : Shall the few officials, the mere ser- ' 
vants of the people, be permitted to fatten and grow 
richer, while the i>eople grow poorer and starve ? 
Shall these pnbltc servants be privileged to enjoy an 
extravagant waste of the money of the people to the 
destraction of the property of the State, or will the 
legislature interpo'^e immediately, and by a vigorous 
system of wise reform enforce rigid economy of expen- 
diture in all departments of the government, legisla- 
tive, executive and iiidicial, and in counties, cities, 
towns and dJBtrictsI Let all superfluities bo abol- 
ished ; let every supernumerary be discharged ; let 
6V6FJ dollar, as far as possible, be saved to the suf- 
fermg people. For the present, and until the State 
has become rich and prosperous, let all salaries and 
public expenditures be graded, not according to the 
merits and capacities of officials, but be reduced and 
graded to the lowest possible scale compatible with 
the efficiency of moat rigid ecouomy of admin isteriug 
suited to the extreme poverty of the people. 

Throughout the whole State the outcry against this 
oppression of excessive taxation, and still greater 
waste of expenditure, becomes louder and deeper every 
day, and it comes increasing iu volume and significant 
emphasis of tone and expression from citizens of all 
classes and conditions. All fear the approaching ruin, 
and all sufl'er from this common oppression, the differ- 
ence being only in degree. 

With regard to possibilities for retrenchment aad 
reform, we quote and commend to the careful con- 
sideration of all the official opinion of Glovemor Ames, 
as follows : "There are opportunities for curtailment 
iu every branch of the government" (message on 
finance, session 1874, page 3). We ask the earnest 
attention of your honorable body to the following par- 
ticulars, in which, by proper legislation, very large 
flams may be saved. 

The public printing, by the groBsaesa ol\\.5.*i'ssRs»Rs.. 
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nmoiiiitH to pnblic robbery. We aabinit tUat sncli is 
the pnictical rpsult, whiitcvcr may be tlie-inotive on 
wliieli tlio extraordinary system is tolerated. Letexi^g 
amplea bo uitetl in evidence : For the five years uext' \ 
precediii|;r tlie Ist of Jauiiary, 1861, tbe average cost 
of itrimiiifj for tlie State did not exceed eigbt thoiisati'l 
dollars ])ei- annum. For tlio five years commencing 
with tlio liscsl yi^ar 1870, tlie average cost of the 
priuting for tbe State liaa exceeded seventy-tbn 
tbousaud dollars eacb year, being au average e 
each year on tbe former of sixty -five thonsaud dollars 
Tliia enonuous increase in the cost of puWic printing 
cannot bo attributed to increased expense of perform- 
ing tbe public work, nor to the large increase in tbe 
unmber of our citizens, for the like conditions exist in 
Mississippi and Georgia; and yet the recent report 
of tbe controller general of Georgia shows that the 
average cost of the pnblic printing in that State 
for tbe years 1S73 and 1873 did not exceed ten 
thousand dolhirs, Marie the contrast, accottiing to 
the above average. The cost of the public printing 
for impovei'islied MisHissiprii for those two years was 
over eigbt times giuater than tbe cost of the same 
worit done in the situie year tbr tbe State of Georgia. 
The joninals of the two liouaes of onr legislature con- 
lain a vast amount of matter utterly worthless to the 
pnblic; and tlieir enormous bulk, with supplements 
added, might well canse the inquiry, why were they 
gotten up in that bulky form if not to swell tbe profits 
of the public printer! We cite for the contrast two 
examples, and one may verify Iho figures in our State 
library. lu the year 185fi, tho .journals of the two 
houses contained together one thousand one huii- 
(b-ed and sixty-three pages. In the year 1873 tho 
journals contained together six thousand three Imn- 
dred anil ninety-throe pages — that is, more than flv$ 
times tbe number of \>ages ccrotam^ m. ttoae I 
Jonraais for tbo year 1850. TliOBfi jovKoaX* wsaS 
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full every little report tbat a certain bill do pass, aud 
thus tlieyare swelled witU a mass of useless matter- 
Doubtless the enormous difference iu the cost for 
public printing in Mississippi and Georgia arises from 
the fact that our journals are thus bloated with useless 
matter, and also that official reports are printed aud 
charged for more than ouce, aud iu part because of 
exorbitant rates allowed our State printer. 

The remedy for these gross abuses and waste of 
expenditure is plain. Let the journals be greatly re- 
duced in bulk, HO as to eoutain uo matter not useful to 
the public iu a legislative Journal. Iloquire the ofBcial 
reports to be so reduced iu bulk as to contain only 
essBDtial matters, and those to be stated iu briefest 
intelligible terms. Uiniiuish both numbers aud quan- 
tities. Let uo documents be priuted aud paid for 
more than ouce, aud reduce to moderate rates the 
prices for public printing. Apply like rules of economy 
and juBtioe to the iieoi>le— to the nubile printing of 
couuties, cities aud towns. 

In this conuection, it is proper to call special atteu- 
tiou to the district printing bill, which was publicly 
advocated upon the plea, most extraordinary iu a free 
government, that it is both just and proper to tax the 
general public to sustain party newspapers. In case 
of public aalea, and iu many others, the chief valne of 
a Ile\^'spape^ publication consists iu the fact that it 
gives notice to the people of the particular county iu 
which the sale, etc., is to be made. It seems a mere 
mockery, under a pretence of fairness, to advertise the 
proijerty of a citizen for sale under esecutiou or for 
taxes in a distant part of the judicial district, and at 
a point remote from the county in which the sale is to 
bo made. The same is true of uiauy other notices re- 
quiied to bo published. In very many eases of publi- 
i^tion required to bu made under the law, the seeming 
notice can bo of no possible use, and yet the poor citi- 



The number of circuit judges and chancellors is fJaa 
greater tlian tlie needs of the public service require. *■ 

Before the present constitution went into effect, there 
were but ten circuit jndges in the State, who not only 
(lisehargetl all the duties imposed on the thirteen cir- 
cuit judges uow provided for, but also i>erformed nearly 
all tlie duties uow imposed on twenty chancellors, and 
there was no eomplaiut that this number was iusuffl- 
cient. By the present system (and we believe iu that 
respect it is a goo<l one) most of the business formerly 
done by the probate jndges is now transacted by the 
chancery clerks. Tlie chancellors arc almost exclu- 
sively occupied in what is strictly chancery or equity 
business, which, as before stated, was formerly within 
the jurisdiction of the circuit judges. The litigatiou in 
the circuit and chancery courts is now far less in amount 
and value than it was when we had only ten circuit 
• jndges. The constitutional amendment, by which the 
o jurisdiction of justices of the peace has been made to 
o ' include all civil cases not exceeding in amount $150, 
a and the poverty of our people, by which business trans- 
actions are very much limited in value, have taken away 
at least ouo third of the civil business of the circoit 
and chancery courts, 

The expenses of the legislative department havi 
growu recently into enormous proportions. The sef! 
sions are now annual, and have been greatly pM 
longed, and there has been a great, and, as we respecd 
fully insist, an unnecessary increase iu the number c 
its employes, clerks, doorkeepers, sergeants at arms, ' 
porters and pages. Formerly, all the clerical force 
needed was furnished to the House of Bepresentatiyes 
at $1,500, and to the Senate at $1,200 for a session. 

We do not wish to be understood as stating that the 

services of the members of your honorable body are 

, not worth all that is now ehargfd, viz,: fire hundred 

/ doUars j>er annum. TUerft \& qq i;>™ib 'KvbUin oi|3 

/ iueaas to pay which ooul4 poaaftiVs \ift\OQ^iv^^at'^B 
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inestimable Messing of an intelligent, working and ' 
bonest body of men, who consecrate tlieir li\-^ and 
devote tlieir talents to the stndy of political economy, 
and those arts which make a people great, prosperous 
bnd happy, and who bring to the great work of enact- 
&ig laws for the State tho rich resuUa of a ripe and 
varied experience in court affairs. But in our present 
Hnpovsrished condition we respectfully, but earnestly 
Cepresent, that retrenchment in all parts of the admin- 
tetration is absolutely necessary, and we cannot doubt 
tbat the members of your body will initiate this reform 
' y fixing their salaries at the sum paid before the war, 
which amoiinted generally to abont two hundred and 
fifty dollars for two years, there being but one session 
in that time. This sum would be greater than is 
]realized on the average by citizens in private life, and 
greater also than the average paid members of tho 
legislature by the other States in the Union. 

The governor's salary might be, without detriment 
to the public service, fixed at $4,000 per annum, iphicli 
Sa far larger than is i)aid by otiier States in the Union 
Jtaving no more wealth than Mississippi. The lieu- 
tenant governor's salary might also be fised at the 
^rice usually paid to the presiding officer of the Senate, 
Tiz., double tho salary of a senator. The salaries of 
the treasurer, secretary of state, auditor and attorney 
general we ask may be fixed as they were uuder the 
code of 1S57 ; and the clerks and assistance allowed 
these of&cers reduced to the number and compensation 
vith the salaries fixed by that code ; and the salary 
and expenditures of the State superintendent of edu- 
cation should be reduced to a very moderate sum. 
His office should be a room in the capital. And we 
ifeapectfully ask that the salaries of all other State and 
district ofticers should be fixed at the rate paid before 
■tlie war. The salaries then allowed were sufficient to 
procnre the services of able and comi}fcte\\t ■kvc&,wci4.^ 
«J Bare they vrill be auffidoviX. tio-« . "ftta Uvsao-Ns^X < 



that all private pursaits nre so depressed, and aH% 
official position^i so liighly remunerativo, tliat the 
iliflferGuce begets a wido-apreiiti greod for office, and 
eticotii'ageH that bane of all free govennsents, tlie 
growth of a targe cliisa wliose sole interest in the 
State CDDsifitd in tLeir reception of tbe emoluments of -m 
official posiLii>t]. J 

Tliu co»t of aHsesaiiig and collecting tlie revenue of 
the State ia out of all proportion to the iieoesaary labor 
and i-esponsiliility required iu the discharge of those 
duties. The gain to these officers is enormoua. Under 
the code of 1857 the maxinium which an assessor 
could receive iu any one year was five hnudred dollars, 
and the commissions of the collector were graduated 
according to the amount collected, so that it Kirely 
happened that a collector received as much as one 
thousand dollars per aunnm, and ho seldom, if ev(W, 
received as much as oue thousand five hundred dollars 
in oue year. We respectfully ask that the compensa- 
tion paid to thcHu oHicers should be so regulated us ui 
uo case to exceed the sums alfove mentioned. Tlie 
eompcnsatiou of the couuty treasurer should ho fixed so 
as not to exceed iu imy iustanco the sum of five hnu- 
dred dollars per annum. His duties are light, and bis 
respousibihty will be small if the county levies are 
restrajued as hereinafter asked for. Tlie fees of the 
chancery and circuit clerks and sheriffij are too high, 
and, we are sorry to add, in many instances are very 
much increased by exorbitant aud illegal charges. Wo 
ask that this subject be carefully looked into by the 
legislature, an<l the rates so fixed, that while a fair and 
just compensation is allowed for these services, the 
burdens of the suitor shall not be so great as tbey now 
are; and we suggest that tbe State, like the United 
States, will Qx a iioiut tu compensation of county 

officers he.vond which the fees shall go into the State 

treasury. 
In iiiauy counties tk\a vouiX. im^\A\ife ^^^A ^S-%! 



in others at $1,000 or $l,'20O, but in no instance sbould 
it be tixe<l beyond $2,000 for clerks and $2,500 for 
Bberifis, ineludinj; their gains as tax collectors. The 
jail fetis are a great bnrden on the people. Tbey are 
now too liigli, and yet, in many instances, extra com- 
pensation is allowed by the board of supervisors. 
They should be fixed at the costs of a plain and 
lioalthy support of the prisoners. luiprisonineiit in 
the comity jail, as a xtniiiaLinent, should be made less 
frequent. Unfortunately, many who are guilty of 
petty nusdeineanors feel neither the burden nor the 
disgrace of imprisonmeut in the countyjail. We leave * 
it to the wisdom of the legislature to devise some other 
mode of punishment which, without inflicting corpo- 
real pain, or bringing forward any badge of slavery, 
may yet pi-ove more efflcacious in reforming offenders, 
aad be less expensive to the tax payers. 

The, law, also, should require the convicts sentenced 
to the penitentiary to be immediately removed to the 
Htate prison. They are now, in many instances, left 
in the county jails for many months, to the great cost 
of the sevei'al counties. The jail fees for a day should 
not exceed thirty cents. The salaries of inspectors of 
the penitentiary ought to be saved to the State by im- 
imging the very light duties of these ofllces on other 
State officers, or ou competent citizens, without sala- 
ries. 

The trustees of the insane, deaf and dumb, and 
blind asylums sliould be i)rohibitetl {com using any of 
the funds appropriated to these institutions in the 
way of salaries or fees to themselves. 

The appropriations to the State universities are l>e- 
yond the means of the State to pay, and beyond the 
necessities of these institntion.s. The salaries and 
mileage paid to thotrustecsuf those inslttutions ought 
to be prohibited. The duties of these officers are ex- 
tremely light and highly ho«ota\i\«-, V\kfc 
aJI otJier inslituttous of leatumg, m tioa "fiSaS^ 



throu|i;hoiit the Union, are rendered by the best citi 
zODs without compensation. 

Again, the oxijenditure of the State's money, poi 
&8 the pooiile are, lind laboring under the most cruaW 
ing taxation, for the boanl and support of certain s 
dents, is wrong. The State ia nnder no obligation i 
furnish these favored few with what is denied to th^f 
obildreu of the State at large. The State supposes 
she discharges her duty to the great mass of lier chil- 
dren when she fnruishes schools free of tuition for 
fonr months in the year. Tlese schools are for the 
people lit large ; the colleges and nuiversities are for 
the more favored few. Not more than one in a thoa- 
sand, even in the most favored conotries, over go to 
college. It is wrong that nine hundred and ninety:* 
nine should be biirdeued with a taxation so cnishiTigi'l 
that they are deprived of the means, in many ia* 
stances, of even going to a private school, in order 
that ono fortunate person sbaU have extraordinary 
benefits denied to the others. We therefore ask that 
the scholarships in the two universirtes be abolishei 
These remarks apply also to tho normal schools. 

While we cordially indorse the wisdom of that polic 
which extends to the childi'en of the State the advai 
tages of a free common school edncation, we reapet 
fully submit that our present legislation in that i 
spect is radically defective in theory, and iu its prac- 
tical workings is a great wrong, rather than of benefit 
to her citizens. The present rate of taxation for the 
puri>03es of education, and the appropriation made 
for that purpose, amounts to the enormous sum ■(>? ^ 
$675,000 annually; greatly more than is m 
for carrying on the State government. We 
that the mistake in this matter has been this : 

The attempt has been made on an impoverished 
/ State, with all its industrial pursuits in a derange^ 
/ aud constantly eUangmgco^4\t\OT',«^\*-'i^of itsp 
/ erty values greatly deptecvo.te4i \o sw.ii'aA'S \ 
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rate a complete system of common bcIiooIb, fully ade- 
quate to tlie wants of the \vhoIe people of tlie State, 
and to extend tliis even to a collegiiite education. 
While tUis would bo well enough, perLaps, in a great, 
prosperous and wealthy commonwealtb, yet tlie at- 
tempt ill our State, in its present coodition, liaa been 
productive of such an enormous taxation as to bring 
ruiu to tlie doors of the parent in the attempt to edn- 
cate the cliild, aud to produce in the public mind 
a growing and annually iucr^sing hostility to the 
policy of free education itself. We therefore respect- 
fully suggest a thorough change of the law in this 
respect ; that the present tax for educational purposes 
be greatly reduced ; that &ee eduoation be restricted 
simply to elementary grammar schools ; that the pay 
of county superintendents be reduced, as herein re- 
commended, aud that the effort be directed to the 
gradual and economical building up of a common 
Bobool Bj'utem which shall iiot, by its onormoua ex- 
actions, excite the hostility of the citizen, but will 
rather attract to itself his support and atteetion. 

The commissioner of immigration is an unnecessary 
officer. His duties are nothing ; his services of no 
value. We suggest that his salary might be abolished, 
or be made merely nominal, and all appropriations 
subject to his control be repealed. The salaries of 
county superiuteudeuts of education might be saved 
by uniting that ofQce, having such light duties, witli 
that of sheriff, with an extra compensation of fifty dol- 
lars per annuu), except when the services of a compe- 
tent citizen can be got for that sura. The salaries of 
teachers in common schools are far greater than is 
necessarj" to secure the services of the persons em- 
ployed. For second class schools, $25 per luoutli 
would be ample, and for iirst class, toO. On this sub- 
ject we suggest that a constitutional amendment 'ia 
necessary in order to give to the present common 
schools the benefits of fines, Sottcvtotfts,^ ■; 
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now reqnircd to be ftrnded. The sessioiia of tlie legii 
lature should be biennial. It is wUIud the power of' 
the legislature to fix by law that it should meet only 
once in two years. This is the plain meaning; of sec- 
tion sis, article elevenj of the constitution. We ask, 
however, that biennial sessions bo not left to the dis- 
cretion of the legislature, but that the rule be adopted 
by constitutional amendment. The constitution should 
also be amended so as to prohibit all special legisla- 
tion, A great portion of the time of the le^alatnre is 
now spent in making that kind of legislation, when 
the same end woukl be attainable by general laws. 
One of tho evils of the times is excessive legislation. 
Statutes are passed and then modified or repealed in 
whole or in part, without dne deliberation, and tho re- 
sult is that tho statute laws of the State are becotoitig 
more and more intricate and confused at every sac- 
ceeding session of the legislature. The laws shonUi 
bo plain and simple, so that the citizen may, without 
danger or mistake, conform his action to tliera. 

There are many otlier abnses in the admiuistratioa 
liesides those we have referred to. We leave these to 
the wisdom and patriotism of the legislature to cor- 
rect. But, jirobably, the most flagrant evil of wtaidh 
the tax payers complain, and the greatest outrages per- 
petrated on their rights, arise from the action of t1»^ 
board of supervisors. This court is really the nimfe: 
important of any in the State, and should be comiwsed' 
of the beat men in the several couTities, As a generftl 
rule, we are sorry to say, the members of this boaitd 
arc wholly unfit to discharge their duties, and are 
without responsibility or accountability. This, how- 
ever, is not the faiilt of the legislature of the State, 
except in so far as it encourages such men to seek for 
that position. Tlio county levies, in a largo majority 
of tho eouiitiys, are exUavagaHt and opjireasive 
voiid all cmtiiriuici'. 'E\\o «o\\U-wi\'s ^ot \ivMiR 
are ajiidc without tcouoms of p,^Te,MLi'«\V!tt 
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lees indifference to tlio interest of the pnblic. These : 
boards, in some inatancea, employ their own members 
to do tbo work not authorized by law, merely for tho 
purpose of mating them extravagant allowances. In 
many instances these members are wholly ignorant, 
and are completely under the control of the clerks and 
sheriff of these coiinties,- to whom thoy mate extrava- 
gant allowances. This is a great evil, and we suggest 
that remedy which alone seems adequate. Legislation 
should be immediately enacted, fixing the maximum 
rate of taxation at fifty per cent, on the State, beyond 
which they shall not go in any instance. These boards 
sbould also be prohibited from making any contracts, 
or allowances, or appropriations, except when there is 
money in tho treasury to pay them. And every such 
order or waixant so made and ordered, when there is 
not money in the treasury siifflciont to pay it, should 
be declared utterly null and void, aotl all persons 
concurring in making or issuing them be declared 
guilty of a misdemeanor in office, and pnnished for 
such, aa provided by law. 

There is another fruitful source of peculation and 
wrong in the power assumed by the board to allow for 
stationery, fuel, etc., to the county oflScors, Under this 
head large and unnecessary sums are allowed for int, 
paper, envelo])es, sealing wax, gold pens, pencils and 
printed blanks. The actual cost of these things is 
very little, and the actual wants of tho office very 
small, as compared with the amounts furnished. It is 
the habit of these oflicera to furnish their friends and 
favorites with stationery at the public's expense. The 
remedy for this is to return to the old rule, by which 
each officer was required to furnish his own stationery, 
wood, lights, etc., at his expense, except alone whore 
bonnd volumes of record books were required. There 
reni.iins another remedy to whicli wo earnestly but 
rcfpuutfully call the attention of U\ft lii^v^VitoK^. "VtSa 
tcauMmtly believed tbat eitUci oi ttua ta\\»wtt!j.^«^^»^" 



tend greatly to the cliaracter and responsibility of the 
board of supervisors. To repeal all laws allowing thi 
jocmbers tbia'eof aoy coinpeusation for theii- servici 
The services required of a competent and faithfi 
board would not exceed ten days annually, and tl 
work would be done within tliat time, if tbere were no 
iuducGtnents in the shape of a (ler diem to prolong the 
sessions. The services would not be more burdensome 
than the liability to work on the public roads and 
streets, and the members of the board might be 
exempted from the latter duty, as well as irom jary 
service. It is believed that if no compensation w< 
allowed, no citizen would seek the office, but that 
people could find, without tlif&culty, a sufficient noi 
ber of the very best men to discharge the highl 
honorable and responsible duties of members of 
board of supervisors. 

But if this be deemed wrong, then we suggest that^ 
the compensation of the members of the board be 
reduced to twenty-live dollars per annum, and that 
each member be required to give bond and aecnrlty in 
the penalty of two thousand dollars, at least, by which 
he shall be bound to a faithful performance of the 
duties of hia office, and in which lie shall be liable for 
all illegal allowances for which he may have voted. 
And it shall be provided that in every instance where 
an allowance or appropriation of money Is made, the 
names of the members voting for and against should 
be recorded, and that sucli names voting for such 
appropriation be embraced in every warrant issued oa 
such appropriations. And in case the alternative 
salary ia adopted, then it should be provided that 
warrant for such salary should be issued in any oi 
except where there is money in the treasury 
to pay it, after first paying all prior warrants ordc 
by the board. 
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Tho uecessitiea of the people tlemaml further tiuie 
within whicli to paj' their taxes for the year 1874. A 
delay of sixty or ninety days would afford great aud 
needful relief ; andif, then, the laudaoftieliuquente have 
to be sold, the period of redemption should be two years, 
and the damages twenty-five per cent, for each year. 
We feel constrained to call yonv attention to the many 
thousand acres of land now held by the State under 
sales for taxes iu arrears and unpaid. Practically, 
these lands are a burden to the State, and useless for 
all purposes of revenue. Many of them were sold 
dnring the last war, and some in 1848. If the titles 
oonld bo depended upon at all, it would be wise to 
husband the resourcea thus provided and await tho 
developments of the future ; but the tax titles, we may 
fiiirly assume, are all worthless. The great object to 
be secured is, to make these lands available for pur- 
poses of revenue, aud we suggest that the owners, or 
parties interested therein, be allowed to redeem them 
on payment of the State tax for 1874, and if not re- 
deemed by the Ist of July next, that they may be sold 
to any one upon the same t«nus. Nor would we re- 
strict any one as to the right to purchase ; and would 
allow any man to buy any quantity he may desire. 
This policy would defeat the purpose of those who suf- 
fer their lands to be held by the State because of the 
invalidity of her tax titles. 

In conclusion, we beg to assure your honorable 
bodies, that in thus exercising the sacred right of peti- 
tion we have not intended to cast any reflection upon 
this or any former legislature. Nor have we been in- 
fluenced by any motive of gaining a party advantage. 
The members of the convention which presents this 
petition belong to all parties. We regard the great 
interests of the State and her people, so much impov- 
erished by the abuses wo complain of, as too high and 
saci'ed to be made the subject of party contests. Mis- 
Bisaippl has a soil unequalled in fertility and in the 
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variety of its products. Oar climate is genial and 
healtliy. Every element of liigli prosperity and of 
material and moral advancement exists. Ent, not- 
witbstaading all this, every business is depressed, the 
people discontented aiid paralyzed. We have tlie be- 
numbing iufiiience of despair and tlireateued ruia in 
lieu of the healthy and vigorous activity and energy 
of lioi>efid progress. And there yet remains the sad- 
dest truth of all. There is distrust and a want of 
mntnal confidence between the different classes of our 
population, aud a deep and wide gulf separating the 
rulers and the ruled. The tax payers do not desire 
this, and they now make this respectful iretitiou and 
appeal to the legislature in the hope that that body 
may receive it in the spirit in which it is made, and 
that such action may result as will speedily put Mis- 
sissippi on the high road to prosperity, which shall 
bless all classes and conditions, and extend to evm 
. section of the State. 
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PBxteaot from the Charge Delivered bt Hon. J. 
S, Hamm, Judge op the Seventh Judicial Dis- 
trict OP Mississippi, to the Grand Jury op 
Kemper County, at September Term, 1877, of 
THE Circuit Court. 

This extract is introduced to show the spirit of the courts, 
and the strict enforcementof the law on the resumption by 
the white people of Mississippi of the control of the affairs 
of the State. 

« The circninstances under which you have come together 
to discharge yoar duties are peculiar, and impose ujwn you 
a grave responsibility. Since the last term of this court, 
extraordinary events have marked the history of the Connty 
of Eemper. The a.saassinatioii of one citizen was followed 
by the deaths, by violence, of several others. The laws 
were set at naught, the public officers resisted and defied, 
the jail broken into, and six persons shot to death; some 
of these persons being at the time in the custody of the 
officers of the law, under accusations of crime, and the 
others not being even suspected of any offence. All these 
acts, except that of assassination, were done openly, and 
the actors must be known. These things were widely 
published in the newspapers of the country, and made the 
subject of acrimonious controversy and discussion — one 
aide attempting to show that the homicides were excusable, 
and the other seeking to make the impression that they 
were prompted by political hatred. With the opinions of 
the newspapers, however, we, as persona charged with pub- 
lic duties, have no concern ; on the one hand, they can re- 
lieve us fVom no obligation ; on the other, thoy can impose 
upon us no duty. For the rule of our duty, and for the 
extent of onr authority, we must look to the constitution 
and laws of the State, as they have been ordained and 
enacted, in the appointed ways — through constitutionaLJ 
conveuUouB and legislative \)odiea^ '«tiMfc-w*. \ies'«i-*Sj 




to refer to that mysterions, indefluite, undefined and und^l 
finable thing called the ' higber law ;' a law which finds 
no place either in the code of any civilized State or in the 
creed of any good citizen. 

" The C!onstitntion provides that no person »hall be de- 
prived of life, liberty or property, except by dne proceas of 
law ; it also provides that the right of trial by jnry shall 
remain inviolate ; and it further provides that in all crimi- 
nal proaecutions the accused shall have a right to be hoard 
by himself or counsel, or both ; to demand the nature and 
cause of the accnsation ; to be confronted by the witnesses 
against him ; and to have compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his favor; and that in all prosecutions by 
indictment or information, he shall have a speedy and 
public trial, by an impartial jury of the county where the 
offence was committed ; and that he shall not be compelled 
to give evidence against himself. 

" These great and essential rights of the citizen were not 
loft by the framers of the Constitution to be seemed by 
legislative enactments. They were placed in the bill of 
rights — in the very front of the Constitntion. The legisla- 
ture cannot take them away. They are fixed in the serene 
firmament of the Constitution, high above the reach of 
legislative caprice and popular frenzy. 

" Has any person in the County of Kemper been denied 
these great and essential rights 1 Has any person been 
deprived of life without due process of law — without indict- 
ment by a grand jury, and a fair and impartial trial by a 
petit jury ? And if yea, who has presumed to set at naught 
these great, cardinal provisions of the Constitution, de- 
signed for the protection of every person 1 These are 
inquiries for you to make — these are questions for yon to 
answer. And it behooves you to address yourselves dili- 
. gently and earnestly to these inquiries. Ton owe it to the 
County of Kemper, whose good name has been seriously 
compromised, by the acts of blood and death of which it 
lias been the theatre, and by the oft repeated assertion, thi^u 
the whole people of the county approve those acts ; yo^| 
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owe it to the State, the majesty of whose laws has been 
coatenuied and set at naught, and the aathority of whose 
officers has been resisted and defied ; you owe it to the 
humane, the just, and the good, every where, particularly in 
your own State, to whose opinion you cannot be indifferent. 
There is yet another tribunal of which you should not be 
anmindful. That tribunal is posterity — the men who will 
sncceed you. Wheu the mists of prejudice which pervert 
the judgment of the actors in the scenes i)assing before na 
shall vanish ; when these scenes shall be divested of the 
adventitious importance imparted to them by transient 
excitement, and be viewed iu their true- character; when 
you, who are now required to sit in judgment upon the acts 
of others, and they whose acts are to become the subject 
of your inquiries, shall alike repose in the silence of the 
grave — then will come the faithful historian, who will 
record the proceedings of this day ; then will come a just 
posterity who will review your decision. And I trust that 
then your action may be noted iu terms of comineadation, 
and that this day may be remembered in the history of the 
State as honorable to her character for calm, dignified ai 
impartial justice. 

" There are still higher considerations which must con-- 
strain you to a faithful performance of your duties. You 
are ministers, sworn ministers of justice. Too have talteu 
a solemn oath, and you have called the great Searcher of 
hearts to witness that you will present no person through 
malice, hatred or ill will, and that you will leave no person 
unpresented through fear, favor or affection, or for aoy 
reward, or hope or promise of reward, but that iu all your 
presentments you will present the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. We stand in the presence of 
that awful Being whose all-seeing eye views with especial 
concern the temples dedicated to justice and religion. In 
a little while we shall appear at the bar of our final Judge, 
where the secrets of all hearts shall be made kuowu, and 
where every human being shall account for his deeds done 
iu the body. To our final Judge, at that supremo hour, ma^ 
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we all be able to appeal for the pnrit; of oar motives and 
the pectitnde of oor conduct, and may our appeal not be 
answered by the blood of innoceuce, or by the mate 
augaish of the widow, or by the moaning cry of the orphan, 
bearing witness against mb, as recreant to the high trost. 
reposed in us. 

" When a great crime has been committed, it is the duty 
every good citizen to aid the public authorities to bring thai' 
perpetrator to the bar of justice, in order that he may 
be indicted, and tried, and convicte^l and pnnished accord- 
ing to law, and by his punishment an impressive example 
set to deter others from the commission of crime. But is 
no case does tbe law anthorize persons to tEike the life of 
a fellow creature, thongh they may suspect or believe, or 
even know him to be guilty of crime. 

" If men may take the law into their own bands ; if th( 
may with impunity slay others, because they saspect 
believe, or even know them to be guilty of crimes; if they 
may arrogate to themselves the right of revenge ; then 
there is an end of all law, and of all lawful authority, and 
of all government. There will be no safety for the rights of 
persons, and no security for the rights of property; for 
there will be no rule of reason or justice, and no power to 

I enforce such a rule. The law of the mob and the nde of 
revenge will be the only law and the only rule. Terror 
will paralyze every heart and render valueless every right ; 
and a mournful scene of anarchy and violence, and rapine 

' and spoliation, and bloodshed and death will be the inevit- 

I able and melancholy result. 

" The true question, then, is, whether criminal justice shall 
be administered with the forms and solemnities prescribed 
and by tbe officers and agents appointed by the law, or by 
irresponsible mobs, acting not only without the authority 
and forms of the law, but in direct contravention of all its 
rnles ; whether the rights of the citizen shall be determined 
by known and fixed laws, enacted and promulgated accord- 
ing to the constitntioual requirements, or by mob law.-J 

k»Jaw bratal in its instincts, blind in its decisions, andcriufl 
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and unrelenting in its punishments. The one eyed mon- 
ster of heathen antiquity la its lit peusonification, for in its 
darkened i-age it rends alike friends and foes, the innocent 
as well as the guilty. It sways a bloody sceptre over the 
ruins of social and political order, and wherever its domin- 
ion is fixed, there we behold the disintegration of all the 
bonds of society. This is an important question, for it 
involves not only the lives, the liberty and the property of 
the individnala who compose society, but the very existence 
of society itself. And the solutioo of this question depends, 
to a great extent, upou you j for the initiatory and pre- 
paratory steps in the punishment of crime can be taken 
only by you. The law is not self acting, or self enforcing, or 
self executing. It can only speak through its ministers and 
agents ; and you are the appointed organ to give formal 
expression to its accusations against all who have disobeyed 
its precepts. Then let the potent voice of the law be Jieard 
through you, and heard iu tones neither to be misunder- 
stood nor disreRarded by those who have violated its man- 
dates. As good citizens, you must loathe and detest ciime. 
Then do not make yourselves responsible for crime by con- 
niving at it ; for in your case connivance will be interpreted 
to be approbation. 

" You are engaged in the service of no party ; you are 
enlisted in the cause of no faction ; you owe no allegiance 
but to the State ; and the State now calls upon yon to per- 
form your duty, your whole duty to her, fearlessly as meu, 
eenscieutiously as jurors. She requires you to administer 
the high public trust with which she has clothed you, with 
exclusive reference to the public welfare, regardless of all 
coaseqnencefl to individuals. She commands you to rebuke 
the spirit of licentiousness now so mournfully prevalent, to 
stay the arm of violence so often uplifted for the shedding 
of blood, and to point out the guilty heads upon which the 
sword of justice should descend. It is not for you to 
absolve men from the legal consequences of their own vol- 
untary acts. You possess no such dispensing power. A« 
grand Jurors, acting under the solemnities of an oath, y( 
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must know no niau. Like the law, whose servants you are, 
you must be no respecters of persons. All whose acts 
become matters of inquiry before you, must be subjected to 
the same ordeal. It is not for you to inquire whether those 
who are accused of crime, be high or low, rich or poor, but 
whether they be guilty or innocent. You know it is a 
poj)ular belief, that if a culprit possesses wealth or has 
influential friends, the law is powerless to reach and punish 
him, however atrocious may be the crime with which he is 
charged, and however clear may be the proof of his guilt j 
and to the reproach of criminal justice, candor constrains 
the admission that facts go very far to justify this belief. 

'* Perform the grave and important duties with which you 
are charged as the solemn oath you have taken requires 
you to perform them, and you will furnish no ground for 
such an imputation upon the criminal justice of the State. 
Inquire diligently into all violations of the criminal laws, 
and make such presentment in each case as the very truth 
of the matter requires. Present no persons through m alice, 
hatred, or ill will; lejive no person unpresented through 
fear, favor, or afi^ection, or for any reward, or hope or 
promise of reward. In all your presentments, present the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. In this 
way, and in this only, can you acquit yourselves of your 
duty to the State ; in this way, and in this only, can you 
merit the applause of the just, the good and the wise ; in 
this way, and in this only, can you secure what is preferable 
even to the applause of the just, the good and the wise — 
the approbation of your own hearts and consciences.'' 



